8 


SECRET 


pH PORES 


 Novers, and Potms, 


Written by 
Mrs. Eliza Haywood. 
_V OL. Ul. 


—— 


I. IpALIA: 
| A Novel. 


ul. The SuxPRIsE : Or, Con/tancy rewarded. 


III. The FATAL SECRET : Or, Conflancy 
| in Diſtreſs. 


IV. FAN TOMINA: Or, n 


Or, The Unfortunate n 


The TRIRD EDITION. 


LONDON. 


Printed for A. BETTESwOR TH and C. HITCH, at the 
| Red-Lion in Pater-Noſter-Row ; D. BROWNE, at the 
Black-Swan without Temple- Bar; T. ASTLEY, at 
the Roſe over-againſt the North - Door of St. Paul's; 
and T. GREEN, at Charing-Croſs, 1732. 


— 


4 


— 


cri "4 


il 


» 
. N 2 +1 — 
) ¹ A KR ROO _ * 
—— 


— " - * 
_—_ ju — — * WF wy „ 
. . 
N —_ : « SE Sd % Or nr. + ,—_ _— s - NE 8 4. — 
2 rr e ẽ * — — — q Ga Io AA a. * * 
. -—- = 
— * CY _ 
«x 23 * * _ i _ 
1 * % # l — 7 — 7 * 0 * 
' ww . . 8 f . 
<=, vo Pe P 
4 ; ' [ * o , ö 
1 * aa: a * * 7 * 
* — as — n 
1 , " F . / * 888 R Pp - . ' 
. n : _— * - r 
F » 5 %% . = © , - * 
« *. 4 » ” 
i 8 2 ad jo a_ * 
2 * 2 ; — N , 
4 * 
* 7 * on , p 1 : 
. . ., =o. * - — * " P 
1 9 — % 
„ > 1 9 7 \ 
A = R . 
o \ * 5 ” my 1 
- » 2 : 
0 ” 0 * — 
3 F 0 — ; o . 
— * 4 1 . 
_ f um * * 4 0 
- * * . Py « * 1 - 4 _— 
5 * — 9 * # Vs v ; bf 4 # a * 
— a> 
. . * — . * 7 . 
— o 
. . * * — 
9 — 17 W : N | * . 
* 1 - 
t . 7 5 j N % * - 0 
” N 7 5 
* ” * * E 
7 * » — * # 0 1 , 18 3 
* 9 . : ' - rw , 
. * d 1 3. 1 — 8 4 « * 
4 1 
2 3 4 1 
4 : 1 . ae 80 "4 4 
o j 1 P — ' V 1 * 4 
- 4 1 1 - H — 1 * 
9 PF - * * 4 4 a — 1 1 * . 
. — 6 * * * . - 
„ . * =” * 
& * 
» * * * - 4 
1 * 5 Pl * © * 4 * — 4 / , a — 
* 4 — k ©. * P z 
« 1 1 4 
— . 1 [ * * { I * 4 1 : 1 5 * * * & 
of v * . - 
| * z n * * * * 1 
E a * * : 0 — 
, * 
e « b * * 1 I” - * 
- . * . * x hn, . 
, 1 0 * . a 
* % ” : , cy F\ * 
1 6 5 08 4 ( » * 
1 R on "us. g 121 0 — F 
. F * * * bd p — 
# * * a. 4 S. * 
4 9 ” ” ka & 
* 23 
a 0 ' 4 Eh ne 
s — , . 4 * % 
1 _ « — a 4 ' @ ” &# 
Li 7 ? * 5 ; @ Þ = 
® * = * 33 
' E : * , : — 
— ©. = pl : * % * 
: F X * j i 2 
f 4 . - _ * 1 : i * 
| * - og * 
* [1 4 5 a F i * 
a4 F 
| SS, ö I | , 
* 
| * ? 2 . « 0 
— * - = . , 1 — 
| ; | | 
* 3 1 * Sl 
4 P +” | . 
- 0 | " , * ! / * 
5 * 92 
9 # as . 4 
* . * * OW 7 
- , —— wv 0 _— _ —— — * —_ . 2 E 
off” 0 _ 
, 3 — — 6 7 
= % .- 
4 1 1 
„ * ky . — 6 r dit. did he "OO 
= ls * 72 2 - 
— — — = — CGG ——— — — 2 


15 #4 ET 
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Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 


NOVEL 


In THREE PARTS. 


— — 


By Mrs. EL Iz a Havywoop. 


mm 


Under how hard a Fate are Women born! 

Priz'd to their Ruin, or expos d to Storn: 

If we want Beauty, we of Love deſpair ; 

And are beſieg d, like Frontier Towns, if Fair. 
| WALLER, 
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OR, F 


Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 


PART I. 


3 


r there were a Poſſibility that rbe- 
# Warmth and Vigour of Youth could 
2 be temper'd with a due Conſideration, 
and the Power of judging rightly, 
how eaſy were it to avoid the Ills 
which moſt of us endure? How few 
would be unhappy2 With what Serenity might the 
Noon of Life glide on, could we account with Reaſon 
for our Morning Actions? We hear, indeed, daily 
Complaints of - Cruelty of Fate; but if we examine 
the Source, we ſhall find almoſt all the Woes we 
languiſh under are ſelf-caus'd; and that either to pur- 
ſue the Gratification of ſome unruly Paſſion, or ſhun 
the Performance of an incumbent Duty, thoſe Miſ- 
fortunes which ſo fill the World derive their Being, 
and would more juſtly merit Condemnation than Com- 
paſſion, were not the Fault too univerſal. re 
VOI. III. A 3 Dox 
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* ID ALIA: Or, Patt J. 

Do x Bernardo de Bellſache, a Nobleman of Venice, 
had a Daughter whom he eſteem'd the Bleſſing of his 
Age; and had her Conduct been ſuch as might have 
been expected from the Elegance of her Genius, and 
the Improvements of Education, which his Fondneſs 
had indulged her in, ſne had indeed been the Wonder 
of her Sex. Imagination cannot form a Face more 
exquiſitely lovely; ſuch Majeſty, ſuch Sweetneſs, ſuch 
a Regularity in all her Features, accompany'd with 
an Air at once ſo ſoft, ſo ſtriking, that while ſhe com- 
manded, ſhe allured, and forced what ſhe entreated, 
Nor was her Shape and Mien leſs worthy Admira- 
tion; it was impoſlible for any thing to be more 
exactly proportion'd than the former; and for the lat- 
ter, it had a Grace peculiar to itſelf : The leaſt and 
moſt careleſs Motion of her Head or Haud, was ſufh- 
cient to captivate a Heart. In fine, her Charms were 
ſo infinitely above Deſeription, that it was neceſſary to 
{ee her, to have any juſt Notion of her, — But, 
alas! to what End ſerv'd all this Beauty, theſe un- 
common Qualifications, but to make her more re- 
markably unhappy ? She hada Wit, whichgain'd her 
no fewer Adorers than her other Perfections; yet 


not enough to defend her from the Aſſaults of almoft 


every Paſſion human Nature is liable to fall int 
The Greatneſs of her Spirit (which from her Child- 
hood had been untameable, or was render'd ſo thro”. 
the too-great Indulgence of her doating Parents.) 
made her unable to endure Controul, difdainful of 
Advice, obſtinate, and peremptory in following her 
own Will to what Extremes ſoever it led her: The 
Conſequence of ſuch a Diſpoſition could not be ex- 
ected to be very fortunate, but it brought on her 


ſuch dreadful Inconveniencies, as all who find in 


themſelves the leaſt Propenſity to be of ſuch a Hu- 
mour, ought to tremble at the Repetition of, and exert 
their utmoſt Reaſon to extirpate, 

ID ALIA (tor that was the Name of this lovely 
Inconſiderate) had no ſooner arrived at her four- 
teenth Year, than ſhe attracted the Eyes of all the. 


young 


* 


Miſtre(s of, as a Thing not at all difficult, 
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oung Noblemen of Venice; ſcarce a Heart but ſigh'd 
for her: The Shrine of our Bleſſed Lady of Loretto 
was never throng'd with greater Numbers of Reli- 
gious "Dtvorees than Don - Bernardo's Houſe was b 
thoſe of the Young and Gay; and happy did they 
think themſelves, whoſe Birth or Fortune gave them 
any juſt Cauſe to hope the Pretenſions they brought 
would be an Offering worth Acceptance, There 
were ſome too (as no Climate is barren, of Fops ) 
who had 'the Vanity, withour either of theſe Adyan- 
tages, to promife themſelves Succeſs; of this laſt 
Number was Florex, one, who, it he had not been 
poſſefs'd with more Aſſurance than is ordinarily to 
e found even among the moſt tenacious, would 
not have preſumed, tho' his Paſſion had been really 
as violent as he endeavour'd to make it appear, to 
have declared it, He was'deſcended from a Family 
in which there never had been one whoſe Actions had 
entitled him to bear Arms; the Heightof his Parent's. 
Ambition had been to prefer him, when a Child, to 
be Page to Don Ferdinand, Nephew to the Doge. 
With this young Nobleman he had travell'd; and all 
the Education he was Maſter of was owing to this 
Advantage, as was the Poſt he poſfeſs'd in the Ar- 
my, to his Favour : For being naturally of a de- 
ſigning fordid Diſpoſition, by falling in with all his 
Humours, 9 his Pleaſures, and flattering his 
Vices, he had wound himſelf ſo much into the good 
Will of his Lord, that he refuſed him nothing. The 
2 with which he was treated by ſo great a 
an, and the ſudden Elevation of his Fortune, join'd 
to ſome tulſome Praiſes of his Beauty, and fine Wit, 
which thoſe Women, who are paid for their Favours, 
enerally laviſh on the Perſon who makes Choice of 
them, gave him ſo good an Opinion of his own Merit, 
that he thought it an Impoſſibility for any Woman to 
be inſenſible of it; and look'd on the Attainment of 
Idalia, notwithſtanding the Multitnde of her Admi- 
rers, and the vaſt Poſſeſſions ſhe was likely to be 


A 4 Bur. 


8 ID ALIA: Or, Part F. 

Bo r whatever he imagined to himſelf, Bernardo 
had Sentiments quite different from theſe: He no 
ſooner diſcovered his Deſign, than he forbad him his 
Houſe in Terms which ſufficiently told him he was 
in earneſt, and chid his Daughter for entertaining a 
Propoſal ſo unſuitable to her Birth, with more Sharp- 
neſs than the Manner in which he had ever behaved 
to her, could give her Leave to think was in his Na- 
ture: But as the Vanity and unthinking Pride which 
ſway'd the Actions of this young Lady had ſhewed 
itſelf in the encouraging all who pretended to admire 
her, of what Degree ſoever they were, ſo now the 
Obſtinacy of her Humour began to appear, in the 
Vneaſi neſs ſhe felt at her Father's Commands, never 
to ſee Florex more. Amidſt the Multiplicity of her 


Adorers, ſhe thought herſelf undone to miſs the Ad- 


dreſſes of a ſingle Votary, and could not bear to loſe 
the Converſation of a Man whoſe 2 and Tongue 
were perfectly skilled in the Art of Flattery and Diſli- 


mulation, and had given her ſo many Informations 


of her Power. And wholly leaving herſelf to the 
Dictates of her „ rea grew almoſt diſtracted 
to think ſhe was debarred the Enjoyment of any 


thing fhe found a Pleaſure in. She began imme- 
2 | | 
gent Father, which by Degrees fie to a Con- 


y to leſſen her Regard for her too-long,indul- 


tempt of him, and ended in a Re olution to act in 
every thing according to her Inclinations, without 
giving herſelf any Pain how far it would be conſo- 
nant to his. | a N 

In this ruinous Diſpoſition it came into her Head 
to write to Florez,z not that ſhe was really in Love 
with him, or had yet any Notion of that Paſſion; 
but Vanity, that reigning Faculty of her Soul, prompted 
her to uſe her utmoſt Efforts for the retrieving a Heart 


The began to fear was eſtranged, And indeed, this 


Conjecture was not in the leaſt unreaſonable; for 


had he, in Sincerity, been ſo entirely devoted to her 


as he had once endeayoured to perſwade her he was, 
Lore, always fruitful in Invention, would have 5 


t- # 


0 
E 
8 
5 
2 


aaa nn O00a aA A 


a OO 4 


on 


Ry „ 2 Oo cw 


ed him with ſome Stratagem, either to have (een her, 
or conveyed a Letter to her; for ſome Weeks had 
paſſed between the Time of his . forbid his Viſits, 
and that in which ſhe writ. She did not fail to up- 
braid him with his Coldneſs; but withal let him 
know ſhe had good Nature enough to pardon it; de- 
ſired an Anſwer; and that for the future, if ſhe was 
really happy enough to retain any Place in his Re- 
membrance, he would let no Day eſcape without 
giving her ſome Aſſurances of it. In ſhort, no Wo- 
man, who felt the ſevereſt Pangs of deſperate dying 
Love, could write more 2 or expreſs a 
greater Concern at being abandoned by the Man her 
Soul was fond of, than what the Spirit of Coquetry 
taught the Pen of the inconſiderate dalia. She con- 
cluded her Epiſtle with a hearty With, Grant Heaven 
(ſaid ſhe to herſelf) that I may once more have him 
in my Power to uſe him as I pleaſe, let the Conſequence 
be what it will. She bribed a Servant to deliver it, 
and bring an Anſwer back: But the Uneaſineſs ſhe- 
was in till the Return of her Meſſenger was ſuch, 
as whoever had been witneſs of, could not have ima- 
gined to have ſprung from any other Source than 
Love, But to fach a Degree does the immoderate 
Love of Praiſe tranſport ſome People, that to loſe 
any Opportunity of receiving it, is a Torment equal 
to that which others feel in a-Diſappointment of the: 
molt eſſential Bleſſings. 

THE Return of her Emiſfary brought but little: 
Eaſe to the Suſpence ſhe had endured while he was 


gone: Florex, indeed, had ſent by him; but his Letten 


appeared ſo different from thoſe ſhe had formerly re- 
ceived from him, that the Hand was all that ſnewed 
them writ by the ſame. Perſon. A Penetration like 
her's could eaſily diſcern the Alteration ſhe found the- 
Stile was forced, formal, and affected; and where he- 
ſaid he ſtill continued to adore her, and ſhould never: 
ceaſe to do ſo, it was in ſuch a Manner as plainly: 
ſnewed his Heart had no Part in dictating ſuch Ex- 
preſlions.. And, in Truth, never Woman was more 
, ; A. 5 diſ. 
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10 IDALIA: Or, Part I. 
diſappointed in her Aim, than was this Lady : In 
ſpite of the Attractions ſhe was Miſtreſs of, Florez 
had either an Inſenſibility of them, or had Reſolution 
enough to withſtand the Emotions of his Tenderneſs, 
whenever he found them contrary to his Intereſt, 
Tis probable, by what after . that a Daughter 
of Don Bernardo's, though never fo diſagreeable, 
would have had Charms ſufficient to have retained his 
Adorations; but 1dalia, all lovely as ſhe was, with» 
out the Addition of that Fortune her Father's Conſent 


muſt give, had no longer any Charms to hold him. 


 *T1s eaſy to imagine it was no ſmall Shock to 
her Pride, to find the Advances ſhe had made were 
received with no more Warmth :- But ſuffering all 
Conſideration to be wholly drowned in the — 
ing Folly which at preſent poſſeſſed her, ſhe conti- 
nued daily by Letters to give him Occaſion to be- 
heve there was nothing on Earth fo deſirable as his 
Converſation; and that it was not impoſlible ſhe * 
be prevailed on to become his W ite, though by it the 
ſhould loſe a Father. But there was not the leaſt Preſ- 
ſure in any of his Anſwers, which teſtified he wiſhed 
ſhe ſhould run ſo great a Riſque, This fo nettled her, 
that at laſt, tis probable, ſhe would have looked upon 
him, as indeed he was, a Conqueſt far unworthy of 
the Pains ſhe had taken. She was juſt beginning to 
give over all Thoughts of him, when her ill Fate, 
taking the Advantage of the Baſaneſ of his Nature, 
and the unaccountable Fartaſticneſs of hers, gave a 
tudden Turn to this Adventure, which was to termi- 
nate in her utter Undoing, 

Ir there could be any thing alledged in the De- 
tence of Vanity, the fair Idalia, on the account of 
her Youth, her Beauty, Birth, and Fortune, had cer- 
tainly more to 2 in her Behalf, than where there 
were none of theſe Advantages: Florez, who had 


nothing diſtinguiſhably valuable either in his Perſon 
or Accompliſhments, and was of a Sex in which that 
Foible is far leſs excuſable than in the weaker, had 
He could not imagine himſelt 

| beloved 


yet as large a Share: 
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J. 11 
In beloved by a Woman ſo admired by all the World» 
er without communicating the Secret. To thoſe Inſen-. 
on ſibles all the Pleaſure of an Amour conſiſts in the Re- 
ls, putation of it: To be accounted well in the Eſteem of 
{t, a Perſon of ordinary Qualifications, yields them infi- 
er nitely more Satisfaction than the real Enjoyment of 
e, one of the moſt excellent could do. It is not there» 
his fore to be wondered at, that a Man, who had neither - 
he Love nor Honour to reſtrain him, triumphed in an 
nt Affair like this: He could not hear the Charms of 
1dalia mentioned, without letting the Company ow | 
to. . how much it was in his Power to become Maſter of 
re them; and to prove the Truth of what he ſaid, ex- 
all poſed her Letters, thoſe fatal and undifputable Teſti- 
V. monials of her Folly. Few that had 2 Acquain- 
ti- tance with him were Strangers to his Happineſs; 
e- but none more envied his good Fortune than his Pa- 
lis tron Don Ferdinand. This young Lord was of, 4 
ht Diſpoſition r He long had viewed 
ne dalia with thoſe Deſires which it was common for 
ſ- her to inſpire; but finding in himſelt not the leaſt Pros 
ed penſity to Marriage, and believing it impoſlible to ob- 
r, tain her by any other Means, had endeavoured to ſtifle .- 
on the hopeleſs Paſſion by other Amuſements, till hearing 
of the Condeſcenfions the had made to one whom he 
to had ſo much Power over, he immediately Had it in 
e, his Thoughts to make uſe of it for the Gratification 
e, of his Wiſhes, There needed but little Ceremony iu 
a the communicating his Defign to a Perſon ſo much 
li- his Creature; nor durſt Flore, if he had had an In- 


clination; oppoſe what he required; but on the con- 
trary, he was glad of an Opportunity of ſerving him 
in a Manner which would fo conſiderably advance his 
Intereſt with him. It was prefently agreed between 
them, that he, the favoured Lover, ſhoatd write to ; 
Halia in the moſt paſſionate and moving Strain ima». 
inable, aſſuring her, That nothing was {oinſy rtas - 
le as the Pangs of Abſence; that he died to ſee her ; _ 
and intreated her to grant him thatFayour at the Houſe 
. of a particular Friend, whom he memioned itt the 
6.0} SY A 6. | Letter, 
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12 IDALIA: Or, © Par TI. 
Letter, and gave her Directions how to find it. This 
Epiſtle being dictated by the impatient Wiſhes of the 
amorous Ferdinand, had infinitely more Force of Per- 
ſwaſion in it, than any thing the inſenſible Florez 
could have. ſaid without his Aſſiſtance ; and they both 
promiſed themſelves it would ſucceed as.they would 

ave it, to, engage her to come to the Place appoint- 
ed for the Aſſignation; which was a Houſe where 
they had frequently rioted in thoſe diſſolute Enjoy» 
ments Youth is too prone to be fond of, and the 
People who lived in it entirely at the Deyotion of 
Don Ferdinand. 

By this curſed Contrivance was the raſh unthink- 
ing 1dalia betrayed: She receiyed the fraudulent Man- 
date, ſwallowed the well-dreſſed artful Flatrery it con- 
tained with a prodigious deal of Pleaſure,, and re- 
turned an Anſwer of Conſent. Not that ſhe was 
without a Thought at. the Liberty he took in naming 
a Place of Aſſignation, ſince it had been much more 
agreeable to the Venetian Addreſs, to have watched 
her coming out, followed her to Church, or any. 
other publick Place, and at am humble Diſtance gazed 
upon her: But ſhe imputed his Boldneſs to the, Violence 
of his Paſſion, and having no other Deſign than to 
make him the Slave of her Beauty, reſolved to ſee 
him, the better to ſecure her Conqueſt, and puniſh 
him hexeafter by her Contempt and Coldneſs, for his 


preſent Pre ſumption. 


A Do RN E D, and every Charm illuſtrated with all. 
the Aids of Art, aſſured of Victory, and already ex- 
ulting with a prideful Scorn for the Triumphs of her. 
Eyes, ſhe ſet out, under the Pretence of going to 
Veſpers, attended only by one Servant; whom ſhe ſent 
back immediately to fetch her Beads, which ſhe told 
him. ſhe had forgot; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw herſelf. 
at Liberty, turned another Way, and went directly to 
the Place appointed. It was ealy for her to. find the. 
Houſe, the good Woman of it waited at the Door for 


ber Approach, and conducted her in: But it is hard ta 


ay whether ber Aſtoniſhment or Fear was moſt | 
_— pre- 
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Part I. The Unfortunate Miſtteſs. 13 
predominant, when, inſtead of Florez ſhe found her- 
{elf accoſted by Don Ferdinand. Glad would ſhe have 
been to have had it in her Power to have gone back; 
and pretending to haye come in only through Miſtake, 
wauld fain have ſtruggled to the Door, No, lovely 
Creature, cried the oyer-joyed. Ferdinand (who. gueſ- 
ſing what her Intent would be, had taken care to hold 
faſt both her Hands) to what good Star ſos ver I am in- 
debted for this Bleſſing, I ſhould; prove myſelf firangely- 
unworthy of it, could I fo eaſily be brought. to quit it. 
1 long have languiſhed with a Paſſion great as your own 
unequaled Charms, and for an Opportunity to tell you. 
ſo, would hawe hazarded more than my Liſe. — Hear 
it then now with Patience, nor hate the Man who aims. 
at. no- higher Happineſs from your Favour, than to be 
pitied, and forgiven, Theſe laſt Words diſſipated great. 
Part of the Terror ſhe had been in; and reafluming, 
that Air of Haughtineſs which her Diſorders had a. 
little abated, I know not, my Lord, anſwered ſhe, 
whether I ſhould conſider what you have ſaid to me as 
the Effects of Gaiety, or Sincerity : F to the former, 1 
eught not to reſent it, becauſe few Men but would have 
behaved in the ſame Manner to a Woman uhom Chance 
kad ſa unexpettedly thrown in their Way.: But if to the 
latter, when future Services ſhall 220% it, I owe more. 
to the Quality and Merits of Don Ferdinand, than not 
to acknowledge myſelf obliged to his Regard. You are: 
divinely. good, reſumed the other, and. I hope, ſince 1 
am but too ſenſible, whatever Accident occaſioned me 
this Happineſs, it was not Chance, but the Deſign of 
meeting a more favoured Lover brought you here, you. 
will permit me to entertain you with the Hiſtory of my. 
Paſſion, at leaſt till his Approach ſhall cut me of. 
THAT Serenity which had. fo lately returned to, 
the Soul of Idalia, at hearing this, again forſook her; 
ſne had no Room to doubt the Secret of her Corre- 
reſpondence with Florez was diſcovered: And, in a 
Moment had a thouſand various Conjectures by what 
Means, but had too great an Opinion of her own 
Power, and his Paſſion, to hit upon the right. She 
ST IF | Was 
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14 IDALIA': Or, Part I. 
was ſilent for ſome Time, not knowing whether it 
was beſt to confeſs, or deny the Truth of what he 
alledged; at laſt, refleting on the Confidence with 
which Don Ferdinand had ſpoke, was an Evidence 
he was aſſured of it, and that the coming of Florez, 
whom ſhe expected every Moment would render all 
ſhe could ſay ineffectual, concluded on acknowledg- 
ing the cxmge? but withal told him, as ſhe very 
well might, that it was not to gratify any other 
Paſſion than the Love of a little unmeaning Gallantry 
in her Humour, which had moved her to conſent to 
ſuch a Meeting. This Declaration ſeemed to tran- 
ſport the Soul of him it was made to; and he conti- 
nued to addreſs her with ſo much elegant Tenderneſs, 
and lively Aſſurances of the Influence of her Charms, 
that the Converſation would have afforded her an In- 
finity of Satisfaction, had it been at any other Time 
and Place; but the Diſreſpe& ſhe imagined berſelt 
treated with by the Delay of Florez, 1 — the Fe- 
licity which elſe the gaining a new Adorer of Don 
Fer linand's Rank would have given her: She ſat for 
a conſiderable Time divided between Pain and Plea- 
ſure, till it growing late, and not knowing what Ex- 
cuſe to make for being ſo long miſſed at Home, ſhe 
roſe to take her Leave: But, alas! ſhe was now in a 
Place whence it was not uſual for one of her Sex to 
return as they came in, and in the Power of one who? 
was not of a Humour to put a Conſtraint on his Incli- 
nations. She ſoon perceived the fatal Truth, and now 
condemned the indiſereetHazard ſhe had run, reſolved 
in her Mind never to be guilty of the like, and 
begged of Heaven to protect her Honour, and inſpire 
her with ſome Artifice with which ſhe might elude 
the Danger which ſo imminently threatened her. 

Bur what Miſeries ſometimes does one raſh Ac- 


tion bring on the whole Series of Life? Repentance, 


and a ſudden Abhorrence of that Vanity which had 
led her into this Snare, were now in vain: Her evil 
Genius watched this Point of Time, when every 
friendly Planet was oppreſſed, and only raging Influ- 
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Part I. The Unfortunate Miſireſs. 15 
ences governed to ruin her, at once, for ever. At 
firſt, with Sighs, with Tears, with humble Adora- 
tions, the amorous Ferdinand ſought to melt her into 
Kindneſs ; but they failing, the burning Paſſion threw 
off all Reſtraint, his every Action ſpoke his Reſolu- 
tion, and told her he would not be denied ——Plain- 
ty ſhe read it in his fiery Eyes, and felt it in his eager 
Graſpings, — The Reader's lmagination here can 
only form an Idea of that Confuſion, that mingled 
Rage and Horror, which, at this dreadful Exigence, 
filled the Soul of the unhappy 1dalia! Tis not in 
Words to repreſentit :---Sometimes, difdainful of the 
injurious Attempt, her ſtormy Anger vented itſelf in 
Curſes; but then remembering how little ſhe had the 
Power of reſiſting whatever his wild Deſires might 
prompt him to commit, ſhe ſunk to milder Tre -. 
ment, wept, begged him to deſiſt: Prayers. 


_ Threatenings,--Entreaties, and Revilings, alternately 


fucceeded, as the different Agitations roſe in her 
Breaſt, till at laſt ſhe had no Breath to utter either. 
Her Spirits, fatigued with this unuſual Hurry, and all 
her Limbs tired in the Struggle with fuch unequaF 
Strength, ſhe fainted as he held her in his Arms, As 
much bent as he was on making himſelf Mafter of 
his Wiſhes, he could not reſolve to indulge them 


| fo far as to take any immodeſt Advantage of this 


Opportunity; but endeavouring by gentle Means to 
bring her to. herſelf, and expreſſing the moſt tender 
Concern imaginable for theDiforder he had occaſion- 
ed her, ſhe began, at the Return of Thought, to hope 
his Sentiments were changed; and falling on her- 
Knees the Moment ſhe recovered, © my Lord, faid- 
ſhe; i Honour, Love, or Pity, have any Influence over 
your Soul, by that I would tonjure you to forbear to 
frizht a wretched Maid, whom Inadvertency has thrown. 
into your Power, Permit me to depart uninſured, unpole 
luted, and here I ſwear by every thing that's ſacred, 
of all your. Sex you ſhall be deareſt to me O moving 
Words, interrupted Ferdinand, what Wonders may they 
not inforce ! Is it then poſſible that you do not hate me 


Bui, 
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But, continued he with a Sigh, how full of Vanity 
muſt I be to credit them? No, Madam, no, the Ar- 
tiſice is plain; you fear my Power, and would deluds 
my Wijhes by a falſe Hope; but know I love too well, 
too violently, to leave ought to hereafter, which this 
Moment may beſtow, — If you would have me think 
you mean my Happineſs, give me an inſtant Proof : — 
Now make me bleſt, and I ſhall feed Imagination with 
Hope of future Favours. In ſpeaking this, he 
mingled ſome Freedoms, which left but little Room 
to hope that any thing could ſave her; yet thinking 
fill to ſooth him would be the moſt effectual Way, 
O Heavens ! reſumed ſhe ( firaggling with. all her 
Force). will you not then allow ſomething to my Sex's 
Modeſty ? Time and Aſſiduity may make me yours, and 
ſpare you the Guilt of Force. — He would not ſuffer 
her to proceed, but renewing his Preſſures, To wait 
a ſlow Conſent, ſaid he, would little ſuit the Violence 


of a Paſſion, ſuch as 1 profeſs, The God of Love. diſ- 


dains all dull Delays : — Swiftly the zealous Votary 
ruſhes on his Wiſh, and baffles Oppoſition ; cuts off, at. 
once, Sighs, Tears, Entreaties, all the Repulſes that 
ſtubborn Virtue. or Affectation inſpire in the relentleſs 
Fair, and proves the Deity, indeed, almighty, —Be- 
lieve me, lovely Maid, the whining Wretch ꝛbho ſues at 


flaviſh, Diſtance, dies at your Feet, nor dares aſpire to 


ſeize what Paſſion aims at, is but in Shew a Lover, tha 
Flame he boaſts enervate, eat, and ſpiritleſs, like his. 
Attacks; but I by Deeds ſhall teftify how much 
How much thou art a Villain (<ried Idalia, tranſported. 
at once with Horror, Shame and Rage) thou Mon- 
ſter ! thou brutal. Raviſher ! But ſince thou haſt loſt all 
Regard due to thy. own Honour, and my Birth and 
Fame, die (continued ſhe, ſnatching a Dagger, which, 
his upper Garment flying open in the Struggle, juſt 
then diſcovered itſelf) die-by her Band whom thou ſo 
baſely doſt attempt to wrong. It was as much as he, 
could do, by leaping lightly from her, to ward the 


Blow her Indignation had deſigned. It would haye, 


been eaſy for him to have wreſted it from her aftere 
| wards. 


Part IJ. The Unfortunate Miftre(5. 1 
wards; but ſhe perceiving his Intent, turned the Point 
to her own Breaſt, and invoking all the Saints and 
Angels to be Witneſſes of her Vow, fwore ſhe would 
ſtrike it through her Heart the Moment he attempted 
to diſarm her. No, barbarous Man {purſued ſhe) whats 
ever miſiaken Notions the Levity and fond Belief of 
ſome of aur weak Sex may have inſpired thee with, 
thou now ſhalt find there's one among us who dares 
meet Death to fly Diſhonour.—— Since deaf to all the 
Conſiderations of my noble Family, and Bernardo's Power, 
behola and tremble at my Virtue's Bravery.— Bleſt 
now with. Means to eſcape thy wile Deſign, I can no 
longer fear thee,” nor need debaſe my juſt Diſdain ſo far 
as to intreat thee, The Fire which now darted from 
her Eyes, the aſſured Accent of her Voice, and the 
reſolute Air of all her Motions, ſufficiently declared 
ſhe would make no Scruple of tulfilling the Proteſta- 
tion ſhe had made. Don Ferdinand was too ſenſibly 
alarmed at it, to put it to.the Venture, but imme- 
diately formed a — which ſeemed more likely 
to ſucceed: Making uſe, therefore, of that Diſſimu- 
lation which thoſe who ſtudy the undoing Art are 
ſo well verſed in, he dreſſed his Eyes and Face in 
Looks far different from thofe they lately wore; 
an humble Admiration now ſeemed to take up 
all his Thoughts, and aw'd Deſire ſeemed fearful to 
appear: He proſtrated himſelf before her, acknow- 
ledged the Temerity of his Attempt, conjured her 
either to forgive him, or plunge the Dagger where. 
ſhe firſt deſigned it, ſwore he would not live in her 
Diſpleaſure; and accompanied all he faid with ſo ma- 
ny Sighs, and ſuch well-counterfeited Contrition, that 
either her Vanity (which often inclines Women too 
readily to pardon thoſe Faults. which they imagine 
cauſed by the Force of their own Charms, and the 
Violence of the Lover's Paſſion) her good Nature, 
or perhaps a ſecret Liking of his Perſon, made it im- 
poſſible for her to deny what he ſo earneſtly en- 
treated. The Grant, however, was not withort Li- 
mitation ; ſhe forgave all he had done, but 8 
as ition 
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18 IDALIA: Or, | Part I. 
dition he never ſhould repeat it, and that he would 
not oppoſe her immediate Return to her Father's 
Houſe, Far be it from my Thoughts, replied the art- 
ful Ferdinand; this Moment would 1 deny my fond 
gazing Eyes the Joy of looking on you, had I not yet 
one Requeſt to make, which, if refuſed, I have no more 
to do but die. What is it? ſaid Idalia, After having 
obtained a Pardon | for your injurious Deſign upon my 
Honour, it muſt be ſomething beyond what I can com- 
prehend that I ſhould think difficult to grant. Love 
ever is accompanied with Fears, reſumed he; and that 
it is ſomething relating to that, the Terrors 1 am in to act 
it, may inform you. Let me con jure you, then, by all that 
heavenly Softneſs in your Diſpoſition, to tell me, and 
tell me truly (for fain would 1 flatter my ambitious 
Wiſhes with a Hope my Services, in time, might move 
you) if I can gain your noble Father's Leave to male 
my humble Application, will you conſent to hear me? 
Is not there ſomething in my Form or Manner, which 
will repel the ſoft Efforts of Love? — O ſpeak ! (con- 
tinued he, perceiving ſhe was ſilent) 7 dread the 
Certainty, yet am unable to endure the Tortures of 
Suſpence I tuo not, anſwered ſhe, bluſhing, if 
it be conſiſtent with a Virgin's Molleſty, to anſwer a De- 
mand lite this, but ſomething ſure muſt be allowed to 
the Quality and Merits of Don Ferdinand; nor will 
my Sex condemn my eaſy Nature, when'to ſuch exalted 
Accompliſhments I throw off Afﬀettation, and confeſs 1 
Shall, with Pride and Pleaſure, liſten to the Vows my. 
Father ſhall command me to receive from you. 
Tnovon nothing could be more diſtant from the 
Soul of Don Ferdinand than the Defign of ſolliciting 
Bernardo on any ſuch Account, yet the feigning it was 
of infinite Service to gain Time, which was all he 
wanted. Examining the Hours, they found the 
Night was ſo far fpent, that Idalia was at her Wit's 
End to think what Excuſe ſhe ſhould make for her 
long Abſence, Ferdinand taking the Advantage of 
her Fear, Madam, laid he, though I much doubt all I 
can ſay, after the Preſumption T have been guilty wr 
Bez . 8 wil 


eee „ r 


rtr 


r, © BU Yo 
* — 


deſired her to do, into her Poſſeſ 


Part I. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 19 


will be ſuſpected, I would adviſe you not to go home 
till Morning: You will have Time enough by then to 
think of ſomething * plauſible to allay your Fathers 
Concern; — or you may go early to ſome Lady of 
your Acquaintance, and engage her to pretend you have 
been with her all Night. - Till then, this Houſe is at 
your Devotion ; you ſhall be ſerved in all you command ; 
and, to prevent your Fears of my relapſing into my 
late Error, I will myſelf go out of it, What can- 
not an artful Diſſimulation engage one to? 1dalia 
believed him now ſo entirely her Convert, that what 
he counſelled did not in the leaſt alarm her; and the 
good Opinion ſhe now had of him, and the Uncer- 
tainty in what Manner ſhe could excufe herſelf at 
home, made her willing to accept it, She had a 
little Shock, however, at lying at a Houfe, which, 
by the Liberties Don Ferdinand had taken in it, ſhe 
could not imagine to be held by People of Honour; 
but the ſeeming penitent Lover removing that Scru- 
ple by aſſuring her that they were fo much at his 
Devotion, that as ſoon as they ſaw there was an Al- 
teration in his Humour, theirs would immediately 


- acquieſce, ſhe at laſt conſented to remain there ti 


Morning; but told him, ſhe expected the Performance 
of his Promiſe of going away himſelf, Madam 
( anſwered he) not all the Reluttance I feel in myſelf 
at p—_ the Roof where all my Hopes are treaſured, 
ſhall oblige me to diſobey you. I go this Moment; and 
that no needleſs Fears may difturk the Repoſe I wiſh 
you, I entreat you will ſee me from the Door, and take 
with you the Key, which alone could be the Paſſport to 
admit me here again. Idalia was ſo well pleaſed with 
the Care he expreſſed of her Quiet, that ſhe again, at 
his Entreaty, confirmed the Pardon ſhe had already 
granted, and took Leave of him, with a Countenance 
which teſtified her Words were no way contra- 
dictory to her Heart. ä a 
AFTER his Departure, 3 the Key, as he 
ion, ſhe ſaffered her. 


ſelt to be conducted by the People of the Houſe into 
a Cham 
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20 ID ALIA: Or, Part F. 
a Chamber, and was not long before ſhe went to 
Bed: But it was impoſlible for Sleep to have an 

Power over her ; Imagination was too buſy to ſub. 
fer the dull God's Approach; the Pleaſure ſhe took in 
being admired was too much rooted in her Nature, 
for the late Danger it had brought her into, to eraſe ; 
and the Joy of having an Adorer, ſuch as Don Ferdi- 
nand, made full Amends for the Frights ſome Part of 
his Behaviour had put her in. From this Contempla- 
tion, which afforded her only Delight, ſhe tell into one 
altogether as vexatious, which was the Neglect that 


Flore had treated her with, in not coming to the Place 


he had appointed her to be at; and if ſhe could have 
believed it poſſible for any Man, who: had ſeen her, 
to reſign her to a Rival, ſhe would not have beena 
Stranger to the Truthz for ſhe, as well as all who 
had Acquaintance with him, was ſenſible of the Ob- 
ligations he had to Ferdinand, But this was the laſt 
Reaſon ſhe could form; it was not without the great- 
eſt Difficulty in the World ſhe could bring herſelf to 
any Notion of it, and perhaps ſhould have found out 
ſome other Motive for his Behaviour, leſs diſagree- 
able to her to believe, if her Cogitations had not 
met _ an Interruption ſhe- was far from think- 
ing of. 1 * 1 1 

In E had looked on herſelf as ſafe where ſne now 
was, as in her Father's Houſe, through the double 
Security of her Lover's Converſton, and having the 
Key of the Door: But, alas! ſhe too ſoon diſcover'd 
her Miſtake, She had not been an Hour in Bed, be- 
fore ſhe telt the Clothes thrown off, and ſomething 
catch faſt hold of her. The Voice and Actions of the 
Perſon told her it was no other than Don Ferdinand, 
as did his own Behaviour and Confeſſion afterward, 
that the Story of his Repentance was but forg'd, the 
eaſier to'betray her, and the Delivery of the Key on- 
ly an Artifice to engage her Truſt, there being a Back- 
Door to the Houſe, by which he immediately enter'd, 
and came into the Chamber through a Cloſet, which 
bad a Paſſage into another Room.. 


WAN 


The would certainly not have out- liyed th 


part 1, The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 21 

Wu A T was now the Diſtraction of this unhappy 
Lady, waked from her Dream of Vanity to certain 
Ruin! unavoidable Deſtruction! She raved, ſhe tore, 
did all that Women could; but all in yain! --- In the 
midſt of Shrieks and Tremblings, Cries, Curſes, 
Swoonings,' the impatient Ferdinand perpetrated his 
Intent, and finiſhed her m— 

IN the mean time, the careful Father had been in 
all the Anxiety imaginable : He had ſent to every place 
where he had Hope to find her, in ſearch of his dar- 
ling Daughter til at laſt, all his Endeayours being 
vain, and the lateneſs of the Night not bringing her, 
aſſured him ſhe could not be detained by any Occa- 
ſion which could merit his Approbation, he flew to 
her Chamber, broke open her Cabinet, believin 
there might be a Probability of ſome Diſcovery 2 
finding there the Letters ſhe had received from Flo- 
rex, and, amongſt the reſt, that laſt fatal one which 
mentioned the Place of Aſſignation, he concluded 
her loſt; that either ſne had diſpoſed of herſelf to 
ſome unworthy Match, or had been deluded into 
a much worſe Inconvenience, He could do nothing 
till Morning, either for his Satisfaction or Revenge; 
and all who have known the Grief of a beloved 
Child's Undoing, will eaſily gueſs at his. At Break 
of Day he ſent to the Officers of Juſtice for a Mi. 
ſion to ſearch that Houſe, and produced the Paper 
which had occaſioned his requiring it. It was imme 
diately granted; and he had ſoon been informed of 
the whole Tranſaction, had not the ſtrangeſt Acci- 
dent that ever was, skreened the injurious Contrivers 
of it for ſome Time from the Puniſhments their 
Crime was worthy of. | 1 85 b 

Do N Ferdinand was endeavouring, by all the Per- 
ſwaſions he was Maſter of, to bring the ruined Fair 
to an Opinion fhe was not ſo unhappy as ſne thought 
kerſelf-: but all that he could ſay was ineffectual to 
give a Moment's Ceſſation to the Tempeſt of her 
Fury : Had any Means of Death been in her Power, 
e Loſs ot 
Honour; 
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Honour; but as he had taken care of that, all ſhe 
could do, was to lament it. As they were thus em- 
ployed, a loud Knocking at the Chamber- Door 
obliged the ſurpriaed Lover to quit his Bed, and ſee: 
what had occaſioned it. It was Florex, who hap- 
pening to paſs by Don Bernardo's Door, had ſeen a 
great Crowd about it; and enquiring the Reaſon, was 
teld, They were going in ſearch of the young Lady 
af that Houſe, Who, tWas thought, had been con- 
veyed away by a Gentleman who pretended to court 
her. This News was ſufficient to alarm the guilty 
Soul of him 'twas told to; and not doubting. but 
every thing was diſcovered, had haſted to Ferdinand 


to apprize him of it. Mirhout doubt, ſaid he, my 


Lord, the whole Secret is betrayed, and I, and the Peo- 
ple of this Houſe ' muſs. be inevitably. ruined, as Abettors 
of the Fact, unleſs your Intereſt with\ the Doge is ſtrong 
enough: to protect us. My Intereſt with my Uncle, re- 
plied the other, very much perplexed, I fear will be 
too weak even to obtain a Pardon for myſelf in an Af. 
fair like- this: Bernardo is à Senator, and highly: 
eſteemed bath by the Court and papulace I know: not 
what: to thinl on it. He ſtood for a Moment or 
two after he had ſpoke this in a Pauſe; and that gave 
Idalia (who, by the Coming of Forex, and the Ad- 
vertiſement he brought, knew it was to his Deceit 
ſhe owed her Ruin) Liberty to vent ſome Part of 
her juſt Rage in Curſes and Reproaches. Neither 
of them in that Confuſion ſeemed to take much No- 
tice of what ſhe ſaid; but Don Ferdinand ſtarting 
from his Muſing, and catching up his Clothes, and 
utting them on as faſt as he could, Iis nom no Time, 
aid he, to anſwer idle Railing, we muſt prepare for our 
common Safety, As ſoon as he had ſpoke theſe Words, 
he called for the Woman of the-Houſe, who preſently 
came up, frighted almoſt to Death with the Account 
ſhe had received from Florez; and ordered her to dreſs 
Idalia with all the Expedition imaginable, bidding 
her not to be concerned, for. he had bethought him 
of a Way to retrieve all, But all that he, _ or 
| Florex 
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Florex could do, was not to any Purpoſe to perſwade. 
Idalia to riſe; She ſeemed, in the midſt of her An- 
or uiſh, to exult with Hope of Vengeance, and ſwore 
he would continue in the very Place and.Poſture ſhe: 
was in; and, by proclaiming her Wrongs, and the 
Authors of them, put it paſt the Power of all their: 
Artifice to eſcape the Puniſhment they feared. But, 
alas! her Reſolution ſtood her but in little ſtead on this 
Occaſion, the imminent Danger they were in made 
them diſpenſe with Ceremony, and ſhe was taken 
out of Bed by Force, and-her.C thes, in what Manner 
they could, huddled on. As ſoon as ſhe was made 
ready, he catched her in his Arms, and carried her 
down Stairs, bidding Flore look that nothing was: 
lefi in the Chamber which might diſcover Who had 
been there. The Houſe: that joined to that in which 
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8 they were, belonged to a young Gentleman whoſe: 
2 Name was Heuriquex de Valago, an intimate Friend 
2 and Companion of Ferdinands: Thither did he 
fe carry the diſconſolate Idalia, intreating him to be 

* careful that her Deſpair acted nothing againſt her- 
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ite; and that he would conceal her from the View: 
all his Servants, and at Night convey her to Padua, 
to a Seat he knew he had in that City.  Henniquez, 
having faithfully promiſed to obey him in all theſe 
Injunctions, he left him, and returned to Flore and 
the Landlady: The latter he bad be of good Comfort, 
there could be no Proof againſt her; and all ſhe had 
ꝛ0 do, was to be reſolute in her Denials; for which, 
he told her, he would not fail to recompenſe her. 
Having given this neceſſary Order, he went away 
with Florez at the Back-door the very Moment 
that Bernardo, and thoſe he brought, were command- 
ing the other to be opened. The Woman, accord- 
ing to Directions, immediately obeyed, and ſo well 
counterfeited a Surpriſe at the Demands/they made, 
that a Perſon leſs intereſted than Don Bernardo would 
haye believed her innocent; but the Letter was to 
him an Evidence ſubſtantial; and though in ſearching 
all the Rooms, examining the Servants, and taking 
5494 | a 
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all the Care' uſual on ſuch Occaſions, there ſeemed 
not the leaſt Ground to imagine ſhe, or any other 
Perſons, beſide the Family, had been there, he was 
obliged ro go away more unſatisfied, becauſe he 


wanted Proof, but as much aſſured as before, that 


this was the fatal Place which had deprived him of 
his Daughter... f mn 
FERDINAND, accompanied by Florex, went 
directly to his own Appartment; where having paſſed 
ſome Time in Conſultation in what Manner it was 
beſt to proceed, at laſt it was concluded, that the 
latter ſhould remain there concealed, till they ſhould 
find out by what means the Diſcovery had been made; 
and it being the Cuſtom of the former every Morning 
to attend the Doge, he new dreſſed him, and at the 
uſual Hour went to the Palace, which he found 
crowded by a * Number of the Nobility and Se- 
nators, who, he was informed by ſome of them, 
were ſummoned by the Doge on an Affair relating to 
Don Bernardo. It is eaſy to believe his Thoughts 
were not a little perplexed, to find the Affair had 
made ſo great a Noiſe; but veiling his Confuſion as 


much as poſſible, he mingled with the Company that 


were going into the Room where his Uncle expected 
to receive them. The Morning Salutations were 
ſcarce over, when the unhappy Bernardo entered, and 
made his Complaint with ſo moving an Air, that few 
that heard him, but pitied his Misfortune, The Doge 
entreated him to be of Comfort, aſſured him, that 


nothing in the Compaſs of his Power ſnould be 


wanting for his Redreſs; and that, if by any Means 
the Pelton who had ifjured him could be detected, 
the Offender, though found in the neareſt and moſt 
dear Relation of his own, ſhould not be protected 
trom the ſevereſt Puniſhment the Law or his Re- 
venge required. The mournful Father made his Com- 
pliment for theſe Aſſurances in as handſome a Manner 
as his Grief would give him leave; and having finiſhed 
it, proceeded to refate all the Circumſtanees e knew 
of his Misfortune, which was tlie finding of the Let- 

; ters, 
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ters, one of which had ſo punctually nominated that 
Houſe for the Place ſhe was to come to; but that 
having been ſearched, and nothing of Proof to be 
made that ſhe had been there, it was not impoſlible 
but ſome Perſon, to confound their Examination, 
might have writ it on Purpoſe, All that remained 
was to endeavour to diſcover by whom theſe Letters 
were writ, for there was no Name to any of them 
(14atia having forbid it, that her Correſpondence with 
Florez might not by any Accident be found out) 
Bernardo produced them to the View of the whole 
Aſſembly, and the Doge earneſtly adjured all preſent, 
that if they could in the leaſt gueſs by the Stile or 
Character who was the Author, they would imme- 
diately declare it: But every one affirmed himſelf en- 
tirely ignorant; and Ferdinand now hugged himſelf in 
a full Security that this firſt Brunt being paſt, nothing 
could hereafter prejudice him, or Florez, on the Ac- 
count of Idalia: But the Solemnity with which he 
had heard his Uncle proteſt to Don Bernardo, that if 
the Perſon who had wronged him could by any Means 
be diſcovered, the ſtricteſt Severity of Juſtice ſhould 
be his Portion, made him cutrenpith cautious in what 
Manner he behaved, He forbore, therefore, to viſit 
Idalia while ſhe was concealed at the Houſe of Don 
Henriquex, nor would for ſome Days after he knew 
ſhe was carried to Padua, go there. Pt £544 
Bur while the Succeſs of this Adventure afforded 
a good deal of ſatisfactory Matter of Converſation to 
thoſe who were the Contrivers of it, whenever they 
were together, the miſerable Bernardo paſſed his Hours 
in a Condition pitiable by all but thoſe who had oc- 
caſioned it: He refuſed to eat or drink, ſhut himſelf 
from all Society, and ſuffered not the Light of Heaven 
to enter at his mournful Windows, In vain his 
Friends, Relations, and Acquaintance, endeavoured 
to perſwade him to fſwage his Sorrows; — in vain 
the Religious of all Orders ſent their daily Remon- 
ſtrances, how unlawful it was to give Way to ſuch 
immoderate Griet ! He was not to be moved; he 


which he had ordered to be made ready for that Pur- 


firſt Emotions of his Paſſion, not only becauſe of the 
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was not to be comforted z; and it was looked on 
as almoſt a Miracle, that Age, ſo oppreſſed, ſunk not 
beneath the Burden of an Anguiſh ſufficient to have 
weighed down Youth. 

Bor to return to 1dalia : — Never Man had a 
Task more difficult, than Henriquex found in exe- 
cuting the Charge Don Ferdinand had given him, 
That wretched Lady was ſo bent on Death, that there 
required the utmoſt Caution to prevent the Miſchief 
which her Fury threatened, a hundred Times, in that 
one Day ſhe remained in his Houſe, had ſhe attempted 
on her Life; and when he had put her into a Gondula, 


poſe, he was obliged to hold her the whole Time of 
their little Voyage in his. Arms, or the River Brent 
had been her Grave. © cruel, barbarous Man ! ſaid 
ſhe, why will you deny me the only Relief for Miſeries 
like mine ?---But think not to diſappoint me always : 
Not all the Powers of Heaven and Earth combined ſhall 
force me long to drag this Load of Infamy and Woe ! I 
cannot, will not live ! --- With ſuch like Speeches, 
which were ſtill accompanied with tearing of her 
Hair, her Garments, and ſometimes her very Fleſh, 
did ſhe-expreſs the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul, when- 
ever he attempted to diyert her Deſperation : But how 
dangerous is it for a Heart young and amorous to 
entertain Compaſſion for a lovely Object! what a 
prevailing Force has Beauty in Diſtreſs! not all her 
idea ion, nor the wild Horror which ſat on her 
Features, could take from them their Power of 
Charming. -The Fire of Indignation which ſparkled 
in her Eyes abated not the wonted Sweetneſs, — the 
yery Confuſion of her Air had ſomething graceful in 
it; and Henriquex too ſoon was ſenſible, that in the 
Deſign of ſerving Ferdinand he had undertaken an | 
Office fatal to his own Repoſe, He ſtruggled, how- 
ever, With all the Force he was able, to withſtand the 


Injuſtice ſuch Sentiments would make him guilty of 
to a Friend who bad entruſted him, but alſo that _ 
; ſe 
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ſelf was under Obligations of Conſtancy to a Lady 
who had preferred him to the whole World. 

Bur, alas! What Ties, what Obligations, what 
Engagements are ſufficient to bind the roving Heart 
of faithleſs Man? Untaſted Pleaſures ſtill are thought 
the ſweeteſt: Donna Lawra (for ſo was ſhe called, 
the Memory of whoſe Charms this new Beauty was 
beginning to eraſe) had already been too bounteous 
of her Favours to make the almoſt ſated Henriquex 
over ſollicitous of the Continuance of them: He had, 
however, more Gratitude than many of his Sex can 
boaſt, and, as I have already ſaid, endeayoured for 
ſome Time very ſtrenuouſly to repel the Aſſaults of 
any new Deſires to her Prejudice; and it is not alto- 

ether impoſſible (though not exceeding probable, con- 
ſiderin the Charms of Idalia, and the Inconſtancy 
which is natural to Mankind) that his Efforts might 
not haye been unſucceſsful, had not herſelf contri- 
buted to her Undoing. 

NEVER Woman was of a more haughty, jealous, 
and impatient Diſpoſition, than this Lady ; and having, 
ſome Time before made Henriquex a Preſent of a 
little Mooriſh Page, with a Delign to be a Spy on 
his Actions, was by him informed that his Maſter 
had ordered a Gondula to wait him about Sun-ſet at the 
River Brent; and that he had commanded his Ser- 
vants not to diſcover to any Perſon after his Depar- 
ture which Way he was gone, This was ſufficient 
to alarm her with an Apprehenſion, that ſomething 
muſt have occaſioned this Secrecy ; and the rather, 
becauſe ſhe had ſent twice that Day to deſire to ſpeak 
with him, and he had both Times excuſed himſelf 
from coming, pretending Indiſpoſition. She imme- 
diately, as jealous Women do, imagined the worſt, 
was certain in her own Mind that a new Miſtreſs had 
engaged him from her, and that it could be with no 
other he intended to leave Venice: She preſently ſup- 
poſed it muſt be to Padua he was going; and not able 
to linger in the Torments of Suſpence, reſolyed to be 
there before him ; and that no Notice might be taken 
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of her Deſign, would not command her own Gon- 
dula, though ſhe had a very fine one, to be prepared, 
but got into one of thoſe common Wherries which 
—— wait to carry ordinary Paſſengers. She had 

requently been at the Houſe which Don Henrique 
had at Padua, and the Servants that were in it per- 
fectly knew her, and were not at all ſurpriſed to ſee 
her, eſpecially when ſhe told them that their Maſter 
would be there next Morning, But the Confuſion 
with which Henriquex at his Arrival beheld her there, 
may more eaſily be imagined than deſcribed ; there- 
fore 1 ſhall only ſay it was ſuch as could be ſur- 
mounted by nothing but the Indignation of Lawra, 
when, by the Sight of Idalia with him, ſhe had fo 
much Reaſon to believe her Suſpicions were too juſt ; 
She flew on him with all the Reproaches that her 
Rage, and the Confirmation of her Jealouſy, could 
ſuggeſt; to which he gave but little Anſwer, till 
after he had conducted his lovely Charge to a Cham. 
ber; and appointed a Servant to watch and attend her, 
At his Return to the Room where he had left Lawra, 
he endeayoured to allay the Fury ſhe was in, by telling 
her Part of the Truth : He aſſured her that it was not 
on his own Account that he had been at the Pains of 
bringing that Lady thither, but concealed the Name 
of the Perſon for whoſe Sake he had done it, being 
of that Opinion which moſt of his Sex have of the 
other, that there was but little Security for their Se- 
crecy, and was ſenſible how dangerous for Ferdinand 
it would be, if by her Levity it ſhould be revealed. 
But his eyading to let her into the whole Affair, ren- 
dered her incapable of believing any Part of it: All 
that he could ſay ſeemed but ſo many Excuſes, and 
was ineffectual to alleviate her Pailion. —She loaded 
him with Curſes and Upbraidings, — ſwore never to 
ſee him more.— Nor could all his Entreaties pre- 
vail on her to continue a Moment longer in his 
Houſe; but taking Advantage of the Gondula which 
had brought him and Idalia, left him, witha Vow 
never to reſt till ſhe had meditated a Revenge ſuitable 
$9 his Perfidiouſneſs. WHEN 
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W HEN once a Woman has diſpoſed of every thing 
in her Power to give, it muſt be Softneſs only, and 
fond Compliance with her Lover's Will, that can 
maintain her Empire o'er his Heart, ——The Power 
which once this Lady had, was already ſhocked by 
the newer and more potent Charms of the incom- 

arable 1dalia ; and the Violence of her impatient Jea- 

ouſy bringing to his Remembrance a thouſand Faults 
in her Humour, which in the Noon of Paſſion's Sun 
were hid, but now, in the Ware of his Affections, ap- 
peared in their worſt Colours, ſhe began not only to 
appear diſtaſteful to his ſofter Sentiments, but alſo to 
ſeem juſtly ſo to thoſe which Reaſon had the greateſt 
Share in inſpiring. — He knew not, however, to what 
Extremes her Indignation might tranſport her, and 
to 3 what ſhe might contrive, thought it the 
beſt way to remove Idalia, He had a little Villa 
at Vicenxa, about a Day's Journey from Padua, in 
the Road to Verona, one of the moſt pleaſantly ſituated 
Places in all Italy, having its Foundation on a Hill, 
which afforded a Proſpect of the whole Country 
round for many Miles, The Sweetneſs of che Air, 
and the Variety of rural Diverſions ſhe might find 
there, he hoped might have an Influence over her 
Melancholy, and in Time wear off the Bitterneſs of 
thoſe agonizing Reflections which at preſent ſhe was 
ſo full of, | 

H E delayed the Execution of this Deſign no longer 
than the next Day; and as nothing violent is ever of 
any long Continuance, through his Perſwaſions, and 
the Meaſures he made uſe of to effect it, the deſperate 
Emotions which had raged with ſo much Fury in 
the Soul of Idalia began - little and little to abate; 
and the wonderful Reſpe& and prodigious Tender- 
neſs with which ſhe found herſelt treated by this new 
Adorer, by degrees entirely reconciled her to Life. 
He obſeryed it with Joy; and being deſirous to diſ- 
cover more, one Day, as they were ſitting together, 
he entreated her to command him ſomething where- 
by he might teſtify the ſincere Eſteem and Admira- 

| B 3 tion 
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tion he profeſſed to have for her, — He aſſured her 
there was nothing ſo difficult that he would not un- 
_ dertake for her N and to ſound her Inclinations, 
begged ſhe would have Confidence enough in him to 
acquaint him with what ſhe would have done: 
Do not, Madam, ſaid he, conſider yourſelf as under any 
Reſtraint, while at Vicenza: Though nothing in the 
World can afford me a Joy adequate to that of gazing on 
you, yet if you are determined to return to your Father, 
myſelf ſhall conduct yeu to him, and endeavour to invent 
ſome Excuſe which may ſhadow over the true Cauſe of 
Jour Abſence : — Or if you can enough forgive the Faults 
of raging Paſſion, to yield to the Affections of Don Fer- 
dinand, though to the eternal Ruin of my own ardent 
Wiſhes, at Padua you hall meet him; for doubtleſs hs 
wil ſoon be there to ta:ze you from me: — Or if there 
be any thing in this Place ſo agreeable to you, as to make 
ou willing to bleſs me with your Reſidence in it, here 
remain ſafe both from your Father's Power, and the 
Sollicitations of all you would avoid, This Offer ap- 
peared ſo generous, that 1daiia was infinitely charm- 
ed with itz and after a little Pauſe, Iam ſo much ob- 
liged, replied ſhe, to your Honzur and good Nature, 
ſince I have been here, that it is not without the ut moſt 
Confuſio I reflett on my Manner of treating you when 
1was jirſt put in your Power. As you had no hand in 
my Undoing, I ought to have reſerved my Reproaches 
for thoſe who alone are worthy of them; — and to tha 
reſt of your Obligations I ſee yeu are willing to add that 
of pardoning what my Madneſs uttered : But, continu- 
ed ſhe, with an Air wholly compoſed of Sweetneſs, 
for this laſt Favour I know not with what Words to 
thank you: — There's ſomething in it beyond the reach 
of Gratitude, —— and tis in my Acceptance only that 1 
can prove how truly I am touched with it. — {0 return 
to Venice I never can conſent: My Reputation blaſted, 
and ruined by my Father's haſty Zeal, in publiſhing this 
Adventure, I ſhould become the Jeſt of every ſaucy 
Girl that envied me before : — My Spirit could not 
bear it. No, firſt I'd turn a wretched Wanderer 

Y through 
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through the pitileſs Norid . 4 Grave would now be pre 
ferable to my Father's Houſe ! — But as to Ferdi- 
nand! — the Villain ! the Monſter that has undons 
me! — Hell, Hell, is not ſo dreadful as the Thoughts 
of ſeeing him again ! —— Then, Madam, cried the 
tranſported FP. interrupting her, may 1 hope 
you will continue here? For ſome Time, reſumed ſhes 
if you grow not weary of ſo troubleſome a Gueſt, Il ſtay 
till I have % of myſelf either in a Monaſtery, or 
ſome other Place, It is eaſy to ſuppoſe with how 
much Rapture the enamoured Henriquex heard her 
ſpeak theſe Words: There paſſed between them ſe- 
veral Proteſtations of Love and Adoration on the one 
Side, and Eſteem and Gratitude on the other ; and 
at laſt entring into a Diſcourſe what Method was moſt 
proper to make uſe of for the 1 in that 
Liberty ſne deſired, they both thought it beſt that he 
ſhould leave her there, and return to Padua before 
the coming of Ferdinand; and miſſing him, ſhould 
diſcover he had carried her to any other Place; and 
that at their firſt meeting, he ſhould counterfeit the 
greateſt Concern imaginable for not having been able 
to diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in him; and withal, 
dreſs up a Story of her having made her Eſcape by 
Night trom his Houſe, This being concluded on, 
he took Horſe immediately for Padua, where had 
bappened a Diſturbance he little expe&ed to hear of. 

THE malicious Laura, doubly diſappointed in her 
Love and Pride, meditated wide but Revenge ; 
and though ſhe had never ſeen Idalia before ſhe mer 
at Henriquez's Houſe, nor could be certain ſhe was 
that Lady whoſe Elopement had made ſo great a 
Noiſe at Venice, yet it came into her Head to report 
it, not doubting but Don Bernardo would take ſuch 
Meaſures to aſſure himſelf, as would infallibly expoſe 
her Rival. She thought, that if it were really Idalia, 
as there was nothing improbable but it ſhould, the 
Father's juſt Indignation would not only be the Ruin 
of, his Paſſion, by depriving him of A Sight for 


eyer, but alſo the eternal Deſtruction of his Fortune, 
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and perhaps his Liſe; for there was not any thing 
too violent for her Rage to wiſh, inflicted on him: 
And that if it ſhould happen to be any other Woman, 
the Diſcovery who ſhe was, and the Opportunity it 
would give of blaſting her Reputation, would be 
ſome little Satisfaction for the Loſs of Henriquez.. 
With this View ſhe took a Pen, and employed it 
to Don Bernardo, in the Manner following : 


To Don BERN AR PDO. 


O receive an Injury, yet to be, by our Ignorance 
T of the Perſon who offers it, deprived of the Means 
either of Vengeance or Redreſs, I look upon as a Vexa- 
tion almoſt equal to what the Misfortune itſelf occa- 
ſions; and have too great a Senſe of what a Father's 
Heart muſt feel in a Diſappointment like yours, to with- 
hold a Secret which may afford'ſome ſor of a vatisfatti- 
on to you. 8. ö 

THE fair Idalia, your unhappy Daughter, either too 
fatally enſnared by the Inſinuations of 5 moſt vicious 
and per idious of his Sex Don Henriquez de Velago, 
or betrayed to his Power by ſome Artifice yet more 
baſe, was lodged in his Houſe, perhaps in his Bed, when 
vou were vainly ſearching for her in another Place: 
But he, with Reaſon, fearing the amorous Theft un- 
ſafe to be long retained at Venice, has ſince carried her 
ro Padua, where he now revels in her Ruin, and tri— 
umphs in Security, 

'TWOULD be but impertinent to inſtruct you 
what to do; your own Wiſdom and paternal Care will 
need no Admonitions with what Expedition you ſhould 
haſte, I will not ſay to ſave, but to revenge a Daugh- 
ter; therefore will trouble you no farther than to en- 
treat your Pardon for not ſetting any Name to this Ad- 
vertiſement, which is deſigned a friendly one, from 


Your unknown Humble Seryant, 
| | A 
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A Reader of the moſt ordinary Capacity will eaſil 
imagine this Letter had the Effect on Don — 
it was writ for: He forgot his Age, and the Indiſpo- 
ſition his late Griefs had thrown him in; he deferred 
oing to Padua no longer a Time than the Neceſſity 
of getting thoſe People Who were to accompany him 
required: But this unhappy Gentleman had to his 
other Calamity this added, of being twice, as he be- 
lie ved, at the Point of detecting the Author of his 
Misfortune, and as oſten finding his Expectations 
diſappointed; for the Servants of Henriquex were 
all 4; them too faithful to utter the leaſt Syllable of 
what they knew; and Bernarda doubted not but he 
had been a ſecond Time abuſed, and preſently ima- 
gined the Perſon who had writ the other Letter to 
amuſe his Search, had alſo been the Contriver of. 

this. 

Bur though there was nothing of Idalia to be heard; 
this Adventure was the Occaſion of bringing to 
Light another Secret; which afterwards being blazed 
abroad, was Matter enough of diſcourſe for the whole. 
Town for a long Time. Having left Henriquex's 
Houſe, with a Deſign never to trouble any other, 
without ſome more evident Demonſtration that they 


were not impoſed. on, as they paſled by a Vineyard 


adjoining to it, they happened to ſee Country Fel- 
low pruning the Vines; it came into the Head of 
ſome one of thoſe who were with Bernardo, to en- 
quire of him if he had not feena Lady at his Ma- 
ſter's. The Ruſtick's Simplicity gave hopes he would 
not/deny the Truth, or if he did, it would be in 
ſuch a Manner, as they might eaſily diſcover it; and 
indeed had a Secret been in kis keeping, there was 
little Probability it would long continue ſo. He 
preſently told them, a Lady had been there ſome few. 
Days before; and, ſaid. he, it is rumoured here at a- 
dua, that ſhe is Don Henriquex's Miſtreſs, — Some 
ſay that he is to marry her, but by the Maſs I be- 
lieye nothing of it; for chancing to be in the Grove 
behind the Houſe, who did I ſee come in but theſe 
. tw-o 


which had been above two Years. This 
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two kiſſing and toying! They did not think 1 took 
any Notice —— I ſay no more; but if ever he is her 


Husband, I have loſt my Aim— that's all.— Theſe 


Words, which could not be imagined to be uttered 
with any other Deſign than what the Manner of 
them expreſſed, the Pleaſure ſome People, eſpecially 
of his Degree, take in ſpeaking all they know, made 
poor Bernardo ready to fink into the Earth: He was 
now ſure it was Idalia that the Fellow meant, and the 
Horror which ſeized his before half- broken Heart, 
was now ſo great, to hear this ſeeming Confirmation 
of the Diſhonour of his Family and Ruin of his 
Child, that he had neither Voice or Spirit to ask 
more. But the others, _ leſs intereſted in what 
they heard, had Preſence of Mind enough to put 
many other Queſtions to him; among the reſt, what 
Sort of a Woman ſhe was who had been ſo familiar 
with Don Henriquez ? if ſhe was tall or ſhort, black 


or fair? of what Age ſhe appeared to be? and if he 


had ever ſeen her before, or knew of her having 
been at his Maſter's Houſe any other Time than that 
he ſpoke of in the Grotto? To moſt of theſe Inter- 
rogatories the Fellow made ſuch Replies as gave no 
Certainty whether it was the Lady they were in 
Search-of or not; till to the laſt, that of how often 


The had been there? he told them, it had been her con- 


ſtant Cuſtom to come and tarry two or three Nights 
at a Time, whenever Henriquex was at Padua, as 
long as he had been employed in 3 there, 

ccount 
did no Way agree with a Belief that it could be Ida- 
lia, who had never been one Night abſent from her 
Father's Houſe till that fatal one, in which he had 
begun his Search; which ſome of them ſaying, and 


chancing to mention her Name, — Alas! cried the 


Countryman, you. are miſtaken, Gentlemen, I do not 


know any thing of the Woman you ſpeak of : She 1 mean 
is called Donna Lawra de Savila, Widow of Don Ja- 


ez de Savila: I was once a Servant of her Huſ- 
band's, and am as well atquainted with her Face as 


Henrique; Whic 
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my own, There was nota Perſon in this Company 
but knew this Lady; but there was one among em 
whom. theſe Words did more particularly influence: 
He had for a long Time had a Paſſion for her, and 
finding all the Endeayouts he could make uſe of 
were in yain to engage any other Return than Diſ- 
dain, his ſlighted Tenderneſs (as it is common enough, 


eſpecially among the Italians) was now converted ta 


as violent an Averſion; and nothing on Earth could 
have been ſo agreeable to the Sentiments with which 
he now conſidered her, as this Account, which gays 
him ſo fair an Opportunity of affronting, and expo» + 
ſing her; which at their Return to Venice he took” 
care to do, with ſuch a witty Inveteracy, that the 
once haughty, gay, admired Laura, ſaw herſelf in 
a little Time the Ridicule of all who knew her; and 
not able to endure the Diſreſpect of thoſe Reflec- 
tions which eyen her very a did not ſilence, 
and as little in a Capacity of revenging it, hes 
Charms being almoſt paſt the Bloom, and her 
Wealth, by former Extravagancies very near exhauſ- 
ted, out of Humour with the World, and deteſting 
all Mankind, ſhe retired to a Relation's Houle which | 
few reſorted to, Who had any Knowledge of her, 
and indulged her_Diſcontent, that a Misfortune ſhe. 
deſigned another, had fo juſtly fallen on herſelf, 
Bu T this happencd not till after ſhe had ſeen one 
Part of her indignant Wiſh fulfilled, the Death of 
1 not brought about by any 
Contrivance of her own, ſhe . — upon as inflicted 
on him by the Juſtice of Providence, for his Ingra- 
titude and Perfidiouſneſs to her. 
Ar his Return to Padua, it is hard to ſay whether 
his Surpriſe to hear his Houſe had been ſearched, or 
the Joy he conceived that the Danger of it was ſa 
well over, had the greateſt Share in her Soul. But 
his Contentment was only of a ſhort Continuance: 
Deſigning, to go immediately to Venice, thinking it 
the mort effectual W ay to take off all Apprehenſions 
of Don Ferdinands * expecting to find jane 
| ; 6 With 


— 
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with him, to go to him with the Story he had 
formed of her Eſcape, than to wait his coming to 
ſeek her at Padua. He was juſt preparing to ſet 
out, when he was told that Don Ferdinand was 
alighted at the Gate: He went to receive him with 
the Familiariry which the long Friendſhip that had 
been between them rendered the moſt obliging; but 
before he had Time to mention what he intended 
about 7dalia, the other was beginning to make him 
a thouſand Acknowledgments for the Care he had 
taken in preſerving her for him. To what an in- 
finite Degree, dear Friend, (aid he, am I obliged to 
o for the Trouble you have had in ſecuring for me a 
Happineſs I muſt but for your Goodneſs have been ut- 
zerly deprived of! All that I can ſay, will be too little 
to expreſs the Gratitude I feel; — but be aſſured the 
Favour ſhall never die in my Remembrance; each 
Moment that bleſſes me with my lov'd Idalia's Sight, 
will alſo remind me it is to you I am indebted for the 
Rapture. Alas! my Lord (interrupted Henriquez, 
a litle confounded at receiving Thanks for that 
which he was conſcious to bimfelf he was far from 
deſerving) I wiſh to Heaven it had been in my Power 
to have any way contributed to your Satisfaction; but 
all my Endeavours were in vain — I know what yon 
would ſay {cried Ferdinand, not ſuffering him to. 
proceed) I know the inexorable Fair has been deaf to 
all the Arguments you could urge in Favour of my 
Paſſion; but no matter, Time and Aſſiduity may work 
upon her, and my continued T enderneſs engage her 
ielding to that Joy the Violence of my burning Paſſion 
= yet but by Force obtained. — But haſte, purſued. 
he, my dear Henriquez! haſle, and conduct me to 
her; — my throbbing Heart beats high with raging 
Love ; — this tedious Abſence which the Fear of being 
ſuſpefted, and by that Means loſing her for ever, could 
only have occaſioned, has made- me almoſt wild with 
fierce Impatience! I burn, I bleed, 1 die to ſee her! —— 
Can it be poſſible, reſumed Henriquez coldly, this 
mighty Longing, this ardent Wiſhing for. one whoſe 


Charms 


with which he went about to impoſe on him, and 
4125 bid 
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Charms already you have rifled ; can the Deſire of 
Beauty enjoyed and known, afford ſuch eager Tranſ- 
ports ! — It is ſtrange, indeed, replied Ferdinand; but 
would not ſeem ſo, could you have any Notion how much 
beyond her Sex Idalia is ! — how charming, even in. 
the midſt of Rage and Grief | — Her very Frowns have 
more Attractions in them than the moſt melting Softneſs 
of any other Woman ! Iam ſorry for it, ſaid Henriquez, 
and if Wiſhes could avail, would willingly loſe. 
Part of my Blood, ſhe ſeemed leſs worthy your Eſteem. 

- THE Surpriſe of the enamoured Ferdinand at theſe 
Words can hardly be repreſented, much leſs the Rage 
with which he liſtened to that Story the other had 
prepared to deceive him into a Belief of her Flight, 
There is nothing in the World more difficult than to 
conceal Love from him who is a Lover, but much 
more ſo, when the ſame Object enflames them both: 
Beſides, there are ſo many little Heſitations in the tel- 
ling an Untruth, eſpecially with thoſe who do not 
uſually practiſe it, that a nice Obſeryer may eaſil 

diſcern the Difference, Don Ferdinand was too paſ- 
ſionate an Admirer of Idalia's Perfections, not to be- 
lieve it highly probable another might think of her as 
he did; and, by the Force he had made uſe of to gra- 
tify his Deſires, one might know he was not ſo great 
a Bigot to the Rules of Honour, as to imagine they 
had Power to reſtrain his Appetite, He forbore, how- 
ever, to interrupt the other while he was ſpeaking; 
but as he found him ſilent, he broke out into all the 
Exclamations the Fal ſhood he believed himſelf treated 
with deſeryed, Henriquex, willing to preſerye his 
Friendſhip, but reſolute not to forego Idalia, made 
a thouſand Imprecations to aver the Truth of what 
he ſaid, but to no Purpoſe; and had it really happened 
as Henriquex pretended, 'tis probable he cos have 
found it a hard Matter to have gained Credit from 
this impatient Lover. Fierce and tempeſtuous in his 
Nature when any thing diſpleaſed him, he let him 
know he ſaw through, and diſdained the feeble Arts 
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bid him once for all bring forth Idalia, or anſwer 
his Demand with his Sword. FHenriquex would 
very fain haye evaded either, but finding himſelf 
preſſed paſt Refuſal, and abſolutely bent not to com- 
ly with the forzzer, he was obliged to do ſo to the 
tier, or prove hiniſelſ a Coward. The Place agreed 
on for the Deciſion of this fatal Controverſy, was a 
Field adjoining to Heuriquex's Houſe; and Ferdinand 
going there before, to avoid Suſpicion of their Quar- 
rel, the other promiſed to follow him immediately. 
Ir was not without the greateſt Concern that 
Henriquex found himſelf involved in this unhapp 
Necciiity, either to be miſerable for ever in the Loſs 
of dalia, or become the Enemy of a Perſon whom 
he had long conſidered as the moſt intimate of his 
Friends, and one in whoſe Power it was to do him 
many ill Offices with the Doge, on whom he, as well 
as tie other, had a Dependance. But what Conſide- 
rations are of Force againſt Love? After two or three 
Moments Reflection, he fat him down, and writ a 
Letter, which he gave to a truſty Servant, orderj 
him to carry it with all Secrecy and Speed to his Vill 
at Vicenza, and deliver it to 1dalia; and then imme- 
diately went to the Field, where the enraged Ferdi- 
nand impatiently expected him. XN OP 
A £ Ew Words, much to the ſame Purpoſe as thoſe 
they had entertained each other with in the Houſe, 
having paſt berween them, the new-made Encmies 
drew their Swords, and running againſt each other 
with greater Torce than Art, each more aiming to 
reach his Rival's Life than defend his own, both had 
their Wiſh ; the unforiunate Henriquex loſt his at the 
firſt Puſh, and his Antagouiſt having received his 
Deatili's Wound, though yet ignorant of it, ſeeing 
him fall, was about to make his Eſcape, when, on 
a ſudd on, he found himſelt unable, and that he ſhould 
ſoon toi: both the Triumph of having overcome his 


Foe. Atle Danger ot the Puniſhment the Law in- 


ict wn Puellifts, He thrvived not the other above 
ha! Hour, as the Chirnrgeons, who afterwards ex- 
4 amined 
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amined the Bodies, imagined; and the untimely Death 
of theſe two unhappy Gentlemen gave Idalia the firſt 
Proof, that her Beauty, like a fatal Comet, was de- 
ſtructive to all on whom it had any Influence, and 
ſeemed given her in ſo extraordinary a Proportion, 
only to make her Misfortunes more conſpicuous, 

SHE, who little dreamed of this fatal Cataſtrophe, 
was, in the mean Time, entertaining herſelt with 
Ideas of a far different Nature: Had lhe been leſs. 
conſcious of her own Excellencies, ſhe could not have 
been blind to the Admiration which every Word and 
Action teſtified Don Henriquex had of them. She 
ſaw plainly that he loved her, and loved her with a 
Paſſion which was not to be accounted leſs violent, 
becauſe it was more reſpe&tul than that of Don Fer- 
dinand: Her Pride, however, would certainly have 
performed the latter, becauſe of his ſuperior Quality, 
could ſhe have entertained the leaſt Hope, that after 
what had happened he would marry her. But young, 
and yain as he was, ſhe flattered not herſelt with 
fuch a Hope; and for that Reaſon, as well as for the 
Violence be had uſed her with, he was the Object of 
her extremeſt Deteſtation, But as for Henriquez, ſhe: 
began to conſider, that if his Deſigns were honoura- 
ble, as he had never given her any Cauſe to ſuſpe& 
they were not, ſhe might, by becomipg his Wite, 
take off the Odium, which, hy her being gone from 
her Father's Houſe, had been can her Reputation. 
And this appeared ſo laudable a With, that ſhe thought 
it would be an Indiſcretion greater than any ſhe had 
yet been guilty of, ſhould ſhe refuſe it, She thought 
of nothing therefore but the- Manner in which ſhe 
ſhould conſent, which ſhe doubted not but he would 
ask at his next coming to Vicenza. 


I Dov BT not but the Reader will be pretty much 
ſurpriſed to find ſhe could fo eaſily. be brought from 
one Extreme to another ; and that ſhe,. who but a 
few Days before, was all Deſpair and Rage, was 
already grown ſo temperate and calm : But there was 
a happy Inſtability in this Lady's Nature, which pre- 
1 vented 
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vented' her from regretting any thing for a long Time 
together; and it was this Diſpoſition which carried 
her through a Sea of innumerable Troubles, each of 
which would have been ſufficient to have oyerwhelm- 
ed another Woman, The Treachery with which her 
Confidence had been abuſed by Florex, the irrepara- 
ble Injury her Virtue had received from the brutal Paſ- 
ſion of Ferdinand, and the Grief which ſhe was ſen⸗ 
ſible the Loſs of her was to her afflicted Father, were 
now no more remembred, or conſidered only as 
Vexations which the gaining a Husband ſo merito- 
rious as Henriquez would amply compenſate, 

IN Contemplations therefore, not diſpleaſing, 
did ſhe paſs her Time; till about the third Day after 
the Departure of Henriquex, one of the Servants. 
whom he had left to attend her, came running 
haſtily into the Room where ſhe was, and told her, 
That Don Myrtano, Brother to his Maſter, deſired 
to ſpeak with her. She could have no Apprehen- 
ſions of the true Reaſon of this Viſit, and imagin- 
ing only that ſome Accident having detained Henri- 
_ longer than he deſigned, he had commiſſioned 

im to tell her of it, went to receive him without 
any Concern, or boding of the Miferies which this 
fatal Interview drew on her. 

Fo | t M vilities were over, Madam, 
d he, 7 hag Vr you, which you ought to 

have received de nt the ſame unhappy Accident 

which delayed thiWinging it, has alſo been the Cauſe 
of my breaking it open; a Rudeneſs, I confeſs, which 
nothing but the Occaſion could excuſe, In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he delivered a Paper to her, which was 
the ſame that Henriquex had writ to her the Moment 
before he fought with Ferdinand. The melancholy 

Air of his Deportment, and the Sighs which accom- 

nied his Expreſlions, gave her ſufficient Reaſon to 

— there was — extraordinary to be told 

her: But ſhe ſuſpended the 

the greater, of knowing what this Letter contained; 


| 
| | which opening haſtily, the found in it theſe Lines : 
| | 


eſſer Curioſity, to ſatisfy 
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2 


To the Incomparable Ip AL IA. 


enſible of the Wonders of her Power, and the Effects 
as wrought on me, what I am now about to ac- 
quaint her with, would be a Proof. 

DON Ferdinand, either ſuſpecting the Artifice which 
my Paſſion inſpired me to deceive him with, or reſenting 
the little Care I ſeemed to have of the Truſt he repoſed 
in me, demands my Life for the Expiation of my Crime. 
1 go this Moment to anſwen the Call of his Revenge, 
1 cannot blame him; the Man who aims at ſo ineſti- 
mable a Treaſure as your Love, ſhould, for that Bleſſing, 

uit all meaner Conſiderations ; and in that View only 
i is, that I ſhall dare to maintain the Falſity I have 
told him, though at the Expence of my laſt Drop of Blood. 
But, as I am ignorant how, in this fatal Conteſt, Fats 
may deal with me, I ſnatch this Opportunity of pouring 
out a Million of ſoft, tender Wiſhes, while I give yo 
this Aſſurance, that whatever is decreed ſor my Body, 
you whoily govern my immortal Part; the Sword of 
Ferdinand may pierce my Heart, but not eraſe the 
bright Idea that my Soul is full of : When Iam Aſhes, 
the Paſſion you have _—_— will have a Being; and 
living or dying I ſhall ſtill continue | 


Tf any thing were wanting to make my Charmer 
i 


Your Adorer, 
HENRIQUEZ DE VELAGO, 


IDALIA was too much intereſted in the Life 
of Don Henriquez, not to be impatient to hear the 
Iſſue of this Quarrel mentioned in the Letter ; which 
being informed of by his Brother, ſhe ſwooned away, 
overcome with Grief and Wonder. Don Myrtano 
was not idle in applying proper Means for her Reco- 
very; which when he had effected, he began to en- 
tertain her in a very different Manner than what ſhe 

could 


— 
— — — 
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could have expected from ſo near a Relation to the 
Man who owned his Death to her malevolent Beauty: 
He was all Complaiſance, all Gallantry, and ſeemed ſo 
little aſtoniſned at what his Brother had done, that he 
aſſured her he ſhould think a Death ſo cauſed more 
glorious than the longeſt Life, which gave not a 
Proof of being ſenſible of her Charms. This was. 
indeed the Way to diſſipate her Sorrows; but as ſhe. 
wanted no Wit nor Diſcernment, tho' her Vanity too 
often blinded her Judgment, ſhe could not help think- 
ing-it a little odd that he ſhould come there to viſit 
her, and bring a Letter which he confeſſed he had 
taken the Liberty to open ; and letting fall ſome 
Words which teſtified as much, he gave her to un- 
derſtand his Reaſons for it, in this Manner: I ſee, 
Madam, ſaid he, that you are not more ſurpriſed at the 
Contents of this Letter, than that 1am the Bearer of it; 
and becauſe I ſhould think it a Sin unpardonavle to Hea- 
ven to oppoſe the Will of its moſt perfett Reſemblance, the 
diviue Idalia, I ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy her, as far 


as is in my Power, of every Particular of this unfortu- 
nate Adventure, Happening to be walking with your: 


Father Don Bernardo on the Parade, the very Morni 
that he received a Letter from an unlno tun Hand, which, 


gave him an Account of my Brother being bleſſed with 


your Society, he deſired me, with the moſt earneſt Conju- 


rations, to inform him what I knew of the Affair; to 


which I anſwered, as well I might, that I was 1 far 
from being let into any ſuch Secret, that I verily be- 
lieved it a Falſity ; and when he ſpoke of coming to 
Padua in ſearch of you, I offered to accompany him; 
which I had done, if not prevented by ſome Buſineſs 
which ] could not put off. At his Return he ſent for 


me, aud ſeemed concerned that he had been guilty of 


wronzing my Brother, and entreated me to make this 
Apology when next 1 ſaw him ; which 1 told him would 


be in a ſhort Time, and accordingly took Horſe for Padua 


immediately. I alighted there at the very Moment 


that the Bodies of the two unhappy Rivals were brought ; 
| 22 
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Iſſue of a Friendſhip which promiſed a far different Con- 
— 45 be AA x I ſtood e Time 

without the Power of Speech, or Motion, and perhaps 
had not recovered myſelf ſo ſoon, if a Servant, whom I 
knew to be the moſt favoured one my Brother kept, had 
not rouzed me from my Lethargy of Thought, Ly giving 
me à Paper, which he told me was writ by his Maſter, 
and put into his Hand, with a ſtrict Charge to be deli- 
vered to a Lady at Vicenza, I was juſt about to 
carry it, ſaid he, but am glad I made no greater Haſie, 
ſince the Contents may poſſibly inform you the Reaſons of 
this fatal Quarrel, In that Perplexity of Mind, I loſt 
Decorum, and breaking the Seal, ſoon found the Fellow's 
Conjecture but too true, — that it was to Love I 
owed the Misfortune of my Brother's Death: Wonder 
not then, adorable Idalia (continued he, ſoftening his 
Voice) that Iwas fired with Impatience to behold a Beau- 
ty, whoſe Charms had given ſuch a Proof of their pro- 
digious Influence. — 1 come (cried he, growing more 
tender) to ſatisfy a Curioſity which, I fear, will coſt me 

dear. There was ſomething ſo very graceful an 
engaging in the Air and Addreſs of this young Gen- 
tleman, that it was almoſt impoſſible to ſee or heat 
him, without confeſſing a Senfibiliry of Perfections 
which very few, if any, could equal, Halia, who 
had a Soul too capable of ſoſt Impreſſions, full of 
warm Deſires, and tender Languiſhments, though yet 
unfixed,gazed on him with aPleaſure which as yet ſhe 
knew not the Meaning of. That Lite and Gaiety 
which once had made her reliſh the Converſation of 
Flore x, that noble Mein and excellent Behaviour 
which had engaged her Attention to the firſt Vows of 
Ferdinand, — and that ſubmiſſive Tenderneſs which 
pleaſed her in the Addreſſes of Henriquex, and a thou- 
ſand other different nameleſs Graces, which ſeemed 
united in the lovely Myrtano, inſpired her, at the firſt 
Sight of him, with a Paſſion which ſhe had neither 
Strength to repel, nor Artifice to conceal, She now. 
found in good earneſt what it was to loye, and felt 
in Reality thoſe Emotions, which before ſhe fancied 
1 10 
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rapturous Images of Joys to come; 
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to have done. He, who was perfectly acquainted 
with the Sex, and no Stranger to the-Charms he had 
for them, immediately read it in her Eyes, and re- 
ſolved to make his Advantage of it, in tavour of 
thoſe Deſires, which few that ſaw Idalia but were 
poſſeſſed with. 

H E ſtaid not long at the Villa, after having en- 
treated her to remain there his Gueſt, as ſhe had 
been his Brother's, and to command every thing in 
it with the ſame Freedom as ſhe would 4 at Don 
Bernardo's , the neceſſary Preparations for the Fu- 
neral of Henriquez, whoſe Heir he was, obliging 
him to return to Padua with all Expedition, But 
the ſhort Time he had been there, was ſufficient to 
inſpire the unhappy Idalia with ſuch Sentiments as 
ſeverely — | the Deſtruction of his Brother. 

THE Infancy of Love is generally the moſt plea- 
ſing Part of it, when new Deſires play round the 
innocent Heart, and gentle Thrillings warm the 
throbbing Veins, the tender Paſſion by ſwift, but 
unperceived Degrees ſtealing through all the Seats of 
Lite, affords only gay Wiſhes, pleaſing Dreams, and 

dn in another 

Manner did it enter the Soul of this unquiet Fair 
She no ſooner found herſelf alone, than giving way 
to her impatient Paſſion, a thouſand widely different 
Thoughts, all wild and ſtormy as a troubled Sea, o'er- 
whelmed Reflection, and made Reaſon giddy : — She 
was preſently ſenſible that ſhe loved, and loved: to 
that prodigious Height, that the leaſt Appearance of 
an Obſtacle to what ſhe wiſhed, was worle than 
Death : Her ruined Honour, and her blackened Fame 
ſeemed now Misfortunes more terrible by far than 
eyer they had done before, Oh ! it ij impoſſible, (cried 
ſhe to herſelf) that Myrtano, the lovely the accom- 
pliſbed Myrtano, can ever think the undone Idalia an 
Object worthy of his ſerious Aﬀetions ! No, it was 
all Gallantry ! — all anmeaning Flattery which dictated 
the tender Words he ſpole ! His Heart deſpiſes the In- 
diſcretion of my Conduct! — Pity is the moſt tender 
Sen- 
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Sentiment he can regard me with ! . And, oh ! how 
diſtant is that from what I would inſpire | A Stream 
of Tears ſucceeded theſe Expreſſions : But this Paſ- 
lion having a little vented it ſelf, the natural Vanity 
of her Diſpoſition returned ro give her Conſolation 
and in this Humour ſhe would ſay, Yet why ſhould 
1 deſpair ? — 1am, perhaps, the only Perſon that judges 
with ſo much Severity of my Attions ; Henriquez 
found enough in me to counterbalance all that my 
Miſmanagement has brought upon me, and why may 
1 not hope his Brother may be of his Opinion? My 
Eyes are ſtill the ſame, and every Charm which uſed 
to attract, maintains its Luſtre with unfeigned Bright- 
neſs : The Man to whom I owed my Shame, has 
with his Life repaired the Injury he did me, — nor is 
my Birth unwcrthy of Myrtano. With ſuch kind of 
Sentiments would ſhe a while beguile Deſpair; but 
then the exceſſive Eagerneſs with which the wiſhed 
to appear amiable in the Eyes of this Charmer of 
her Soul, ſuggeſted another Difficulty which ſhe 
knew not how to get over. — Fool that 1 am (re- 
ſumed ſhe) and too liable to entertain the vain Delu- 
ſions of fictitious Hofe : — 'Tis not in Nature. — is 
not in Reaſon, to expect the Man whoſe Brother I have 
killed, ſhould love me, The noble Henriquez, but 
for me, might have lived long and happily ;—— for my 
curſed Sade he died, and Myrtano is bound to hate 
me; --- ſhould he ſorgive it, the Ghoſt of that unhatpy 
Youth would riſe to blaſt us in the midſt of Rapture! 
O Torture! Horror ! Hell! it cannot, -- muſt not be, --= 
both Heaven and Earth forbid it !--- Henriquez can- 
not be recalled, and Myrtano muſt not love, 

In Agontes not to be expreſſed, not to be con- 
ceived but by the Heart that felt them, did this half- 
diſtracted Lady paſs the Night after the Departure 


of Myrtano ; but the Morning brought her a Com- 


forter beyond her Hopes: She was ſcarce riſen from 
the Bed, which the Confuſion of her Thoughts had 
made moſt reſtleſs, when ſhe received a Letter, 
which opening with a Mixture of Delight and Pain, 

as 
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as believing it came from him who now had the 


ſole Power of, beſtowing either, ſhe read theſe | 


Lines: 


To the never enough- admired 
Ip ALIA. 


T is not the bleeding Body of my only Brother, yt 
1 uninterred, it is not the Apprehenſions how, at ſo 
unfit a Seaſon, you may condemn my raſh Proceeding, 
can deter me from making a Declaration as ſuitable 
to your Beauty, as it is the contrary to my preſent Cir- 
cumſtance: But you were created only to work Mon- 
ders, and in the midſt of Death and Horror diſcloſe an 
opening Heaven, whoſe Brightneſs will ſuffer no other 
Ideas but itſelf to appear in the Remembrance, 
THE Curioſity which Yeſterday brought me to Vi- 
cenza, has involved me in a Paſſion which muſt render 
me either the moſs bleſt, or the moſt wretched of Man- 
kind, Who loves Idalia can have no Medium in his 
Fate ; what then muſt be the Terrors of Suſpence in 


an Affair on which depends far more than Life? Eaſe 


them, I conjure you, moſt adorable Idalia ! and either 


ſend me to the Grave with my unhappy Brother, or 


permit me to live in the felicitous Hope of being one 
Day 7 
f Yours, 


MYRTANODEVELAGO, 


P. S. Whether you pardon or condemn the Pre- 


ſumption of this, let a Line inform me : If the tormer, 


expect me to return Thanks at your Feet, as ſoon as 


the 2 of my Brother are perſormed; if the lat- 
ter, to hear 1 am No more. 


W1TH what Tranſports of unbounded Joy ſhe 
read theſe Words, let thoſe be Judge who love like 


her: A thouſand, thouſand times ſhe kiſſed the 


dear, 
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dear, the welcome Mandate; then put it to her 
Heart, repeating to herſelf the Fg Contents; 
then ſnatched it out again, as loth to loſe the Sight 
of what had given her ſo infinite a Satisfaction, that 
ſcarce the Author of it, had he been preſent, could 
have added to it: The Extacy ſo filled her Soul, that 
ſhe thought not of anſwering it, till a Servant in- 
formed her the 1 who brought it, waited 
to bediſpatched, He ſhall not long {cry'd ſhe, ftart- 
ing as it were from ſome delightful Dream) and im- 
mediately running to a Table whereon ſtood a Stan- 
diſh, made him this Reply : 


To Don MyRTA No. 


N what Manner can a Perſon ſo much obliged re- 
1 ceive an Overture of Love, without appearing guil- 
ty either of an Indecorum to herſelf, or Ingratitude to 
you? If I accept too readily of the Heart you offer, how 
ſhall 1 anſwer it to the Modeſty of my Sex ? And if 1 
rejebt it, what Way is left for me to repay the many 
Favours I am indebted for? Severe Neceſſity ! that 
whichſoever Path I tread, it leads to Condemnation ; =— 
yet ſuch is the Cruelty of my Fate! I therefcre will 
chooſe neither, but remain unbyaſed till Time, and-a 


more perfect Acquaintance with your Humour, ſhall in- 


form me what will beſt become Bernardo's Daughter. 


IDALIA, 


P. S. While I am a welcome Gueſs at Vicenza, 1. 
ſhall expect you to tell me ſo, as frequently as you can. 


Ir was with all the Difficulty in the World ſhe 
reſtrained herſelt from writing with more Tenderneſs, 
and when ſhe read over what ſhe was about to ſend, 
it appeared ſo cold, and ſo far unlike the ſincere Die- 
tates of her Wiſhes, that ſhe could not forbear — 

Poſtſcript, for tear he ſhould imagine her, indee 
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altogether inſenſible of his Merit, and give over the 
hopeleſs Proſecution; nor was ſhe reconciled to what 
ſne had done till the next Morning, much about the 
ſame Hour ſhe had received the former, ſhe was 
agreeably diſturbed from her Sleep by a ſecond Bulle, 
the Contents of which were theſe: 


. 


HE Sight of your dear Hand gave me a Joy too 
T exquiſite to be allayed, even by the cold Reluctance 
with which you ſeem to treat a Paſſion the ſincereſt that 
ever Man profeſſed, or Woman welcomed, Me- 
thinks there ſhould need no more to convince you of 
the Power of your triumphant Charms, than two ſuch 
Victims as Ferdinand and Henriquez; and whenever 
you doubt my Truth, it cannot be that you call in queſ- 
tion your own Beauty, but my Incapacity of diliinguiſh- 
ing it: But Time (as you are pleaſed to ſay) as it 
will. convince you, ſo 1 hope will alſo move you to com- 
paſſionate what is felt by 


Your moſt Faithful Slave, 


MYR TANO DE VELAGO, 


P. S. The Body of the unfortunate Henriquez is this 
Night to be repoſited in the Tomb of his Anceſtors, and 
I hope To- Morrow's Evening will bring me to Vicenza, 
Prepare, if poſſible, to receive me with a Smile, leſt 1 
envy the Condition of him I leave behind me, and re- 
gret a Life made miſerable by your Diſpleaſure. 


THERE was not abundance of Occaſion for this 
Preſſure in the Poſtſcript; the enamoured Idalia would 
have found ir a difficult Task to have drefled her 
Face in Frowns whenever he appeared,had ſhe never 
ſo much endeayoured it; and ſhe was ſo much an Ene- 
my to diſguiſing her Sentiments, that he min erk 
| * re 
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read them in the Anſwer which ſhe returned, Ir 
was in this Manner : 


To Don MyRTANO. 


F I were not willing to harbour a Thought ſo en- 
tirely diſagreeable to my own Deſires, I ſhould ima- 
gine there was more of Raillery than Sincerity in the 
Declaration your firſt Letter made me, I am not ſo 
little conſcious of my own Demerits, as to believe myſelf 
capable of inſpiring a Paſſion ſuch as you deſcribe ; —— 
but I ſhall make Allowances for that: I am ſenſible 
you Men of Wit know how to magnify, — and if I have 
not the better Opinion of the ſmall Share of Beauty 1 
am Miſtreſs of, I ſhall moſt certainly of your Elegance, 
in raiſing an Idea 15 infinitely beyond what it is in Reali. 
ty, — All 1 wiſh is, that in good earneſt you may talk 
yourſelf into an Impoſition on your Judgment, and never 
ſee more than now you ſeem to do, the Faults of 


IDALIA, 


P. S. I ſhall impatiently expect you To-morrow at 
Vicenza, and ſhall take Care not to wear a Countenance 
too melancholy, leſt it ſhould remind you (more than will 
be for my Advantage) of our common Loſs in the gene- 
rous Henriquez : Till then, — Adieu. 


In Contemplations much the ſame as ſhe had en- 
tertained herſelf with the Night before, did ſhe paſs 
this, The — Day ſlid on:inſenfibly, while ſhe 
was employed in ſtudying Airs, and practiſing in her 
Glaſs new Graces, to make the already-charmed Myr- 
tano more enflamed. At length he came, and whe- 
therthe extraordinaryDeſire each had to pleaſe,or that 
(as moſt People at ſome Times look more amiable 
than at others) that Day they chanced to do ſo. But 
the before too potent Charms of both, ſeemed im- 
proved-at this ſecond View : The ſparkling Eyes of 

YoL, III. C Myrian 
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Myrtano, which before ſhone with Amazement at 
the uncommon Beauties they beheld in Idalia's, 
had now a tender Languor, — a ſwimming Extacy,— 
a ſoft, beſeeching, nameleſs Lovelineſs, mixed with 
their Luſtre, and ſpake without the Help of Words, 
the Wiſhes of his Soul. The mourningDreſs he had on 
ſet off to vaſt Adyantage the Delicacy of his Com- 
plection, which was of ſo unmatched a Whiteneſs, 
that there required all that Majeſty and Loftineſs of 
Mien,which in his whole Deportment ſhewed itſelf to 
keep him from Effeminacy ; and, indeed, never did 
Nature unite ſuch contrary Perfections with ſo en- 
gaging a Harmony as in his Compoſition : A diſtant 
View ſhewed him all Hero, adorned with every manly 
martial Grace, and inſpired Awe in the admiring 
Gazer ; but his near Approach diſſolved in ſoftening 
Languiſhments of the Soul, and ſpoke him formed 
far all the Joys of Love. Thus, but far more en- 
chanting than Deſcription can have Power to repre- 
ſent him, did he appear to the tranſported Idalia; 
but that the Reader may have ſome little Notion of 
his Charms, take the Idea of them ſet down by her 
who beſt knew how to paint them, 


The Character of MyRTANo; writ by 
IDAL1a, and found afterwards in her 
Cloſer. 


Right, lovely, graceful, are all Words below, 
B What to Myrtano's Character we owe : 
Divinely glorious !  Godlike ! ſpeaks but Part 
He yet has Charms which nearer touch the Heart ! 
Theſe, awful Wonder, and our Homage claim, 
But there's a Sweetneſs Language cannot name: 
A Soul-enchanting Softneſs (Far above 
The Reach of Thought, unknowing him to prove) 


Dwells 
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Dwells in his Air, amidſt his Glories plays, 
And tempers, not diminiſhes the Blaze 

HERE Fancy ſtops to court the Aid of Senſe, 
Unable to conceive ſuch Excellence | 
Imagination may a Form create, 
Correftly Lovely, and ſupremely Great; 
But, oh ! how mean would that Idea be, 
To what, indeed, is to be found in Thee! 
Joy-mingled Wonder kindles at thy Sight, 
And clothes our Admiration with Delight. 

AS Tapers languiſh at th' A pin of Day, 
And by degrees melt flow their Shine away ; 
A while they glimmer with contracted Spires, 
Trembling, unable to relax their Fires : 
But when the Sun's broad Eye is open'd wide, 
And Beams thick flaſhing, ſhoot on every Side; 
No more their emulative Force they try, 
But quite 0'erwhelm'd with Radiance ſink, and die; 
So thoſe pale Lights, whoſe Glare late ſhar'd our Praiſe, 
Are wholly oft in thy almighty Blaze, | 
Eras'd and blotted from the Book of Fame, 
Her thouſand Tongues ſwell with thy charmful Name : 
No other Sound now ſtrikes our raviſh'd Ears, 
No other Form in our glad View appears; 
So fully o'er the Soul A Influence reigns, 
' That not one Rebel- Thought thy Sway diſdains. 


_ Hap the Lover of Idalia been as poetically in- 
clined, it is poſſible we might have had a better De- 
ſcription of her tranſmitted to Poſterity, than I am 
able to gather from the imperfe& Accounts I received 
from thoſe who gave me the Hiſtory of her Life; 
but ſince that has not been done, every body is at 
liberty to form an 1dea of what appears moſt pleaſing | 


to them; for that ſhe was one of the moſt lovely of 
her Sex, is evident from that prodigious Power of 

charming, which gained her almoſt as many Admi- 

rers, as they had Eyes to gaze upon here | 


21 Bor 


thau ſhe found ſhe had more Cauſe for it than be- 
fore ſhe had been ſenſible of, 
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Bur to return to her Converſation with Ayr- 
tano : It was ſuch as was agreeable to their Cha- 
racters; all Wit, all Elegance, all Tenderneſs, and 
Love: They were equally tranſported with each other, 
and it is hard to ſay which had the better in this Race 
of Paſſion, Idalia, indeed, teſtified her's no other 
Way than in liſtening with a pleaſed Attention to his 
Vows; but there needed no more to make the happy 
Lover conſider her as half obtained already, and 
though he did not immediately preſs for the Gratifica- 
tion of his Wiſhes, he did nat in the leaſt deſpair. 
He made her ſeveral Viſits, in which nothing hap- 
ened of any greater Conſequence than to encreaſe 
er Admiration of him. She never ſaw him without 
diſcovering ſome new PerfeQion; and that Height 
of Paſſion with which ſhe at laſt regarded him, 
would be injured by an ordinary Lover's Imagina- 
tion of it : But notwithſtanding the rapturous. Re- 
flection of being beloved by a Man who appeared 
ſo every Way meritorious, ſhe had pretty near as 
equal a Share of Diſquiet, that he had never in all his 
Sollicitations mentioned the leaſt Word of Marriage, 
A thouſand, and a thouſand Times he had told her, 
That he lived but in her Sight: ——That he ſhould 
court Death asa Bleſſing, it any Accident ſhould de- 
prive him of her: — That the united Charms of her 
whole Sex beſides, would be ine ffectual to alienate his 
Thoughts one Moment from her; — and ſwore as 
many Vows of an eternal Conſtancy, as there were 
Saints in Heaven to witneſs them. She knew he aimed 
with an unbounded Ardor to poſſeſs her, but knew 
not by what Way he wiſhed to do ſo; and this, when- 
ever it came croſs her Thoughts, embittered all the 
Sweetneſs of his Love, and ſhocked her to the Soul. 
She reſolved at length to ſummon all her Courage, to 
ſay. ſomething to him which ſhould oblige him to 
diſcover what his Intentions were; and ſhe had no 
ſooner fixed herſelf in a Determination to do ſo, 


THERE 
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THERE are Times when even the moſt prudent. 
are not Maſters of their Actions; how then could it 
be expected that the Young, Gay, Enflamed Myr- 
tano ſhould have always the Power of commanding 
his, in Opportunities ſuch as be enjoyed: As yet, 
indeed, he never had tranſgreſſed the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Decency; but Deſire becoming, by Reſtraint, 
more fierce, at laſt grew wild, and would no longer 
endure to be controuled by dull Reſpect. 

H E. never came to Vicenza, but he ſtaid a Night 
or two: A little Room adjoining to 1dalia's Cham- 
ber was that in which they generally ſupped together, 
and ſeldom parted early. As they were entertaining 
each other on the uſual Theme, and mingoay Kiſſes 
with their Vows of Paſſion, by ſome Accident his 
Sleeve catching hold of a Corner of a Table on which 


the Lights were ſet, he threw it down: What Lover 


is not fond of Darkneſs? The impatient Myrtauo bleſ- 
ſed the happy Chance; and thinking this the lucky 
Moment, ordained to give him all his Soul at preſent 
longed for, he ſnatched the trembling Fair, and ea- 
fily finding his Way into the next Room, bore her 
to the Bed, and was pretty near the Accompliſhment 
of his Deſires, before the Surpriſe ſhe was in, at this 
ſudden Change of his Behaviour, could permit her to 
make any Reſiſtance; but when ſhe did, it was fo 
ſtrenuouſly, that without being guilty of the ſame 
Violence as Ferdinand had been, it was impoſſible for 
him to proceed, In ſpite of all the tender Paſiion with 
which ſhe had * him. in ſpite o the ſecret 
Inclinations which, perhaps, at this very Inſtant, 
worked very ſtrongly within her in is Favour. — 
in ſpite of all his Tears, his Prayers, his Vows, her 
Virtus got the better, and triumph ed o'er Deſire. But 
though ſhe had gained with ſuch, unequal Arms a Con- 
queſt ſo truly glorious, ſhe c-,a}d not aſſure herſelf of 
maintaining it; nor would. conſent to vardon his At- 
tempt, but on Conditi qu he would eave her, and 
retire that Moment 20 bis own Appartment. He, 
who was not of a Humout apt to defpund,agdbads 
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real Paſſion for her, thought it beſt to comply, not 
doubting but a ſecond Endeavour might prevail on 
her to beſtoa what he found he could not now obtain 
but by Force. 

Bu T his Behaviour had wrought a quite different 
Effect on the Mind of Idalia than he imagined. 
She had already ſuffered too much by. that unruly Paſ- 
ſion, which goes by the miſtaken Name of Love, to 
think the Man who took the ſame Meaſures had any 
other Defign than to ruin her; and the Racks that 
ſne . in endeavouring to vanquiſh a Tenderneſs 
which ſhe had ſo much Reaſon to believe an Enemy 
to her Honour, were paſt the Reach of Thought, 
Reſolving, however, to be certain of the Fruth of 
what ſhe feared, ſhe put in Execution the Deſign ſhe 
before had formed ; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him come 
into her Chamber the next Morning, plucking up all 
the Courage ſhe was Miſtreſs of, ſhe ſaluted him in 
this Manner: The Confuſion I was in laſt Night, ſaid 
ſhe, took from me the Power of reſenting, as I ought, 
the mean Opinion your Behaviour teſtified you have of 
my Virtue. I had too entire a Confidence in your Ha- 
nour to imagine you were capable of harbouring a Thought 
tomy Prejudice; but as you have ſhewed me the Error 
I was guilty of, 1 ſhould indeed deſerve Contempt, could 
I conſent to remain longer under a Roof where the Maſier 
of it makes ſo ill a Uſe of the Power my fond Belief has gi- 
wen him. — It was to no purpoſe that he endea- 
voured to qualify the Bitterneſs of theſe Reproaches, 
| by all the tender Expreſſions he was able; for 2 

ceiving he was yet far from making that Offer which 
alone could couvince her he meant her fair, ſhe grew 
more ſenſibly enraged; and now bentto try him to 
the utmoſt, Speak no more, Don Myrtano, reſumed 
ſhe, the Man that would diſhonour me can never love 
me. Iis brutal Paj%on, not ſincere Affection, that 
atts as yeu have done, Did you, indeed, believe me 
Worthy of the T, enderneſs you 0 well can ſeign, Ref! pect 
had governed Appetite, end fetrored looſe Deſire . 
Atl Wiſhes, 2 wont? ha ve been ſtifled 72 
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the Church's Sanction had made it lawful : =— But 1 

erceive, too late for my Repoſe (continued ſhe, burſting 
into Tears) that Iam fallen too low for ſuch a Hope. 
She ſpoke no more for ſome Time, both in Expecta- 
tion of his Anſwer, and to indulge a few Sighs, which 
the Suppreſſion of had made uneaſy to-her. But he 
was too much confounded at her laſt Words to be a- 
ble to return an immediate Anſwer to them: He loy'd 
her indeed with a Tranſcendency of Paſſion, but there 
were many Reaſons which oppoled his marrying her; 
it being wholly improper, however, for him to tell 
her ſo, he artfully evading the Queſtion, turned the 
Diſcourſe on the unbounded Force of Love, and how 
little it was in the Power of a Perſon poſſeſſed with 
it, to repel the moſt unexcuſable Inſtigations of it. 
But 1dalia perceiving, with an Infinity of Grief and 
Vexation, the Deceit, would not be ſo put off; and 
in plain Terms aſſured him this ſhould be the laſt Mo- 
ment of his ſeeing her, unleſs he gave her ſome con- 
vincing Proof he had no other Intentions than what 
would be conſiſtent with her Honour to approve of: 
Not all his Wit, not all his perſwaſive Eloquence, 
than which never Man had more, could furniit him 
with Expreſſions prevalent enough to occaſion the 
leaſt Alteration in her Humour. She ſtill infiſted on 
the Article of Marriage; and he was at laſt obliged to 
confeſs that there were ſome Particulars in his Cir- 
cumſtances which as yet ſhe was ignorant of, that 
made it impoſſible for him to anſwer her Demands 
in the Manner ſhe defired ar preſent. He palliated, 
however, the Bitterneſs of this Reply with ten thou- 
ſand Proteſtations of eternal Love, and iving her a 
ſolemn Oath, that in a few Days ſhe ſhould be ſatiſ- 
fied in every thing, engaged a Promiſe from her not 
to leave Vicenza till he returned, 

HE RAE wasnow an Alteration in the Fate of this 
diſtracted Lady: She thought herſelf the moſt wretch- 
ed of created Beings; all that can be conceived of 
Shame, Deſpair, Grief, Rage, and Horror, is ſhort of 
What ſhe felt in this Diſappointment of her high- 

C4 raiſed 


76 IDALIA: Or, Part l. 


raiſed Hopes: — She loved, ſhe loved to Madneſs a 
Man whom ſhe was now too ſenſible aimed only at 
her Diſhonour ; and yet ſhe was obliged to him; was 
ſtill under his Roof; and what was worſe, in the 
cruel Neceſlity of either ſtill remaining ſo, or return- 
ing to Venice, the Thought of which was Death, af- 
ter the Noiſe her late Adventures had made there.— 
O the Severity of the Struggle, when Love and Vir- 
tue are at Variance, and rend the divided Soul with 
equal Fury ! Yet ſuch was her Condition, and, 
unable entirely to vanquiſh the Efforts of either, by 
Turns took part wich both , and, 'tis uncertain whe— 
ther wholly following the Emotions of her impa- 
tient Paſſion, ſhe at laſt had not yielded to be Myrta- 
no's on any Terms, or, guided by the other, had 
not reſolved to quit his Houſe, and fly the 1 * 
which ſo imminently threatened her if ſhe ſtaid, if in 
the midit of her Diſtraction ſhe had not received a 
Letter which at once determined her Reſolve. lt 
came to her the next Day after Myrtano had taken 
Leave of her; and the Contents, which were written 
in an unknown Hand, were theſe ; 


To Donna HNalia de Bellſache. 


1 F your Willingneſs to believe has not already render- 
ed the Caution I would give you ineffectual, this may 
prevent the Ruin which is deſuzned for you. 

MY Intimacy with Don Myrtano has not only drawn 
from him the Sccret of your being lodge at his Villa, 
but alſo of the Profeſſions he has made you. As you, 
perhaps, are ignorant of his Engagements with the 


' Niece of Count Miramont, you may with the greater 


Eaſe be brought to credit what he ſays . But after 
the Knowledge of it, it will, to 1he Puniſhment the 


Crime itſelf will draw upon you, add that of the Con- 


tempt of the whole World, ſhould you perſiſt to liſten to his 
his Vows, In time, moſt lovely Idalia, retire from-a 
Place which is deſigned the Scene of your Ruin.—— The 

a vain, 


— we WFyY ow . 


vain, gay, inconſtant Myrtano thinks no Woman worthy 


of a ſerious Paſſmn :— And. as Intereſt is the greateſt 
Motive of his Marriage, ſo to triumph over the Weak- 
neſs of your Sex, is the only Indutement to his Endea- 
vours of adding to the Number of thoſe his Proteſtations 
have undone, the credulous I dalia. I have no other 


Jntereft in giving you this Advice, than to ſave you the 
Shame and Miſery of à too late-Repentance, and my 
Friend the Sin of having occaſioned it. What uſe you 


make of it, I ſhall be informed by him, who will not be 
at the Pains of concealing any thing he accounts ſo trivi- 
al as an Amour, ſuch as he is entring into With yo. 
Be kind, therefore, to yourſelf, fly his deſtructive Charms; 
and when you have eſcaped the Snare, you ſhall know- 


who was 
Your Adviſer. 


THIs was encloſed in another Paper, on which 
was writ theſe Lines: 


S INC Iwrit the. Encloſed, 1 hear by Don Myrta - 
no, that, apprized f his ungenerous Dealing, You deſign: 
to quit his Houſe, if it really be your Intention, you ought 
to have conceal'd it, ſince he reſolves to take effetinal Mea- 
ſures to ſecure you there, at leaſt, till, by Force or Inſinua- 
tion, he has obtain'd a Gratification of his Deſires — which. 
he tells me ſhall be delayed no longer than a few Days, 


As paſſionately enamoured as Idalia was, ſhe had 
a Stock of. Haughtineſs, which nothing could ſur- 
mount; and her Pride receiving as ſevere a Shock by 
this Intelligence as her Virtue, it entirely. turned the- 
Scale, and weighed down Love Death ! ſaid ſne 
to herſelf, dare he preſume to think thus meanly of 
me? Sollicited for a Proſtitute, while in the mean 
Time his ſerious Vows are addreſſed to another 
O Torture! What has the Niece of Miramont to 


| boaſt ſuperior. to the Daughter of Bernardo 


Falſe . ſtupid! —blind ! ungrateſul Traitor! 
But I'll not endure it Daggers or Poiſons ſhall re- 
* . C 5. _ wenge. 
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venge me I murder him, and then myſelf! In 
this Manner did ſhe rave, till almoſt breathleſs with 
the ſwelling Paſſion, ſhe'd ſtop, and read the fatal 
Scroll again: and coming to that Part of it which 
mentioned that this unknown Adviſer had his Intel. 
ligence from Myrtano himſelf, Hell and Confuſion, 
cried ſhe out, the Villain has expoſed me too! ——My 
eaſy Nature, and my fond Belief is Food for the baſe 
Mirth of all his lewd Companions ! Every tender 
Folly, each. unguarded Languiſhment betrayed and 
ridiculed! Diſtraction . Can 1 live, and ſuffer it !— 
Then contemplating further on what ſhe had read, 
— hat yet, reſumed ſhe, this is the leaſt of ils, that 
is already done, the Monſter threatens me with more 
and greater. Oh! whither ſhall I turn to eſcate: 
As ſhe was employed in theſe perplexed Meditations, 
a Seryant that uſed to attend her in her Chamber, 
came in to ask if ſhe wanted any thing. 1dalia, 
wha was by Nature extremely violent in all her Paſſi- 
ons, and had taken the leaſt Pains to vanquiſhthem, 
could not contain herſelf before this Creature; and 
Jealouſy being the uppermoſt Emotion of her Soul, 
ſhe ay enquired if ſhe knew the Niece of Count 
Miramont : To which the Wench having, anſwered 
that ſhe did. And is ſhe handſome ? cried the other 
impatiently. To an infinite Degree, (aid the — 
Creature: Heaven never madea Face more beautiful, 
except your 0Wn. No Flattery, reſumed 1dalia,.1 am 
not in a Humour to receive it, But if you would 
oblige, inform me of all you. know concerning the in- 
tended Marriage between that Lady and your: Maſter, 
Ardella, ſo lhe was called, affected a prodigious Sur- 
priſe attheſe Words, and ſuffered herſelf to be asked 
a hundred Times-before ſhe made any Reply; and 
when ſhe did, it was in ſuch a Manner as gave no 
Satisfaction. This Behaviour put Idalia almoſt be- 
ſide herſelf, ſhe was perſwaded that [ſhe knew more 
than ſhe was willing to reveal; and, wild with the 
Uncertainty, ——_— promiled, threatened, and 2c- 


companied all ſhe ſaid with ſuch Preſſures, that _ 
| other 
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other appeared moved by them, and at laſt conſeſſed, 
That her Maſter was indeed to be married to that La- 
dy; that every thing was at that very Time prepar- 
ing for their Nuptials; —and that never were two 
Perſons more paſſionately charmed with each other 
than they appeared to be, But, Madam, added ſhe 
with a well-counterfeited Fear, ſhould you reveal the 
leaſt Syliable of what I have told you, to my Maſter, 
I am certain he would not let me live an Hour. 
Trouble not yourſelf, cried Idalia, interrupting her, I 
never more will ſee him, No, continued ſhe, rai- 
ſing her Voice, and ſtamping, 7 call juſt Heaven, and 
every Saint to witneſs,. I never will conſent to ſeeor hear 
him more: Too much already have-l liſtned to 
his perjured Novus; which, when 1 do again, may all 
the Plagues of Earth and Hell fall on me: May I 
be ruined, then thrown off to ſcorn, driven round the 
World with no Companion but my Infamy, and not one 
Friend to pity, or relieve me, till ſomeunlocked for, hor- 
rid kind of Death o'ertakes me, and ſinks my Soul, with 
all-its Load of Guilt, beyond the reach of Mercy 
A thouſand ſuch like Imprecations did ſhe make; 
but where to go to avoid the Penalty of them, ſhe 
was for a good while undermined. At laſt ſhe 
remembered to haye heard of a Monaſtery at Verona, . 
which being a Place ſhe was utterly unknown at, 
ſhe made choice of: It was there ſhe deſigned to 
fix, knowing it would be eaſy for her, immedi- 
ately after ſhe was introduced, to write to her Fa- 
ther for a Supply of Money, againſt the Time of 
her being initiated; for ſhe was now in the Mind to 
leave the World for ever. She could not think of 
quitting AMyrtano's Houſe without the Knowledge of 
Ardella, and therefore communicated to her what 
her Intentions were; to which ſhe, with a ſeeming 
Reluctance, conſented, and promiſed to order Things 
for her Peparture, with that Secrecy, that no other 
rs in the Family ſhould have any Suſpicion 
3 ä 7 
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ALL the neceſſary Preparations for her little Jour. 


ney being made, by Break of Day ſhe left Vicenza; 
but with what Heart-akings, thoſe who, like her, 


have tore themſelves from all that's dear, can beſt be 


judge. At her Departure ſhe gave a Letter to Ar. 


della, with a preſſing Entreaty to deliver it to Myr. 


tano. It was full of Upbraidings, mixed with Ten. 
derneſs, and expreſſed in ſo moving a Manner the 
Anguiſh of her Soul, that it was ſcarce poſlible for a 
Heart which had ever known the Force of Love, to 
read it without melting; and perhaps, even in the 


midſt of her Indignation, was not without a Wiſh that 


it might bring him after her to Verona. — She had 
ſtill Remains enough of Vanity to deſire to have 
him in her Power, though ſne had made ſo ſolemn a 
Vow never to make any other Uſe of it, than to dif. 
dain and hate him. N 

Boer what befel her in her Way to Verona, and 
the vaſt Variety of ſurpriſing Incidents which enſued 
each other through the whole Courſe of her unhap- 
py Life, I muſt defer till another Opportunity; ha- 
ving already ſpun out the Beginning of her Misfor- 
tunes to ſuch a Length, that the Continuance of them 


- would give me a juſt Apprehenſion of becoming tire- 
ſome to thoſe I endeayour to divert. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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PART II. 
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lr H no other Companions than her 
on diſturbed Meditations, and one 
Man, whom Don Myrtano's Servant- 

Maid had provided for her as a 
MAIS Guide, did the ſorrowful Idalia quit 
bddbe Houſe of her Beloyed, They 
had not travelled many Hours, before ſhe found 
herſelf in a Place ſuited, as it were, by Nature, 
to her preſent Diſpoſition : It was a Foreſt, wild 
and ee x the trackleſs Paths diſcovered not 
that any humane Feet had ever trod them. No 
Fields of Corn, no Vines, no Olives here were plant- 
ed; no limpid Streams, no cool refreſhing Rivulets 
appeared to charm the Eye with gay delightful 
Proſpects, and with their pleaſing Murmurs ſocoth 
the liſt'ning Ear; but ſapleſs Trees, whoſe wind-bent, 
leafleſs Twigs hung quiyering to oppoſe: the * 
veller's 
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veller's Paſſage, and rank and unwholeſome Weeds 
unfit for Uſe, hemmed in the Borders of ſome ſtag- 
nate Brooks, which here and there, by Length of 
Time, the falling Rains had made, compoſed a ſad 
unbleſſed Variety, and ſpread an Area of nought but 
Horror, The deep -Reſvery ſhe was in, which the 
melancholy Solitude of eyery thing about her had 
indulged, prevented her from taking any Notice how 


- Improbable it was that this ſhould be a Road, eſpe- 


cially ſuch a one as that of Conſequence muſt be, 
which led to Verona, than which no Town in 1taly 
was more frequented : But they were not entered into 
it above ſome two or three hundred Paces, before 
the Man, appointed to conduct her, ſtopping his 
Horſe, obliged her to do ſo too; and looking on her 
with a. Countenance between ſtern and troubled, 
Madam, ſaid he, what think you of this Place? Does 
it not ſeem cut out for Rapes and Murders, and every 
Act of Horror ? Theſe Words, and the Manner in 
which they were ſpoke, was ſufficient to__rouze 
Idalia from that Lethargy of Thought ſhe had been 


in, and wake her into Terror. Could 1 believe my 


Life were an Offence, replied ſhe, or were I conſcious 
of any Aclion which ſhould excite Revenge, I might, 
indeed, ſuſpect that I ſhould find it here. — Innocence, 


reſumed he, is not always a Protection You. have, 


perhaps, incurred more Diſpleaſure than you are ſenſible 
of; for what Cauſe, is not my Buſineſs to examine, 
but I have received a Reward to put an End to your 
Misfortunes by tbi. With theſe laſt W ords he ſhewed 
her a Dagger, which he had wore concealed under 
his Riding-coat. As much as Idalia had threatened. 
to do a Violence on herſelf, as much as ſhe thought 
Life a Burden, ruined in her Fortune and Reputation, 
diſappointed in her Love and deprived of every thing 
the World calls dear, the Imagination ſhe was ſo 
near Death, made her Soul ſhake with Agonies unfelt 
before: She burſt into a Flood of Tears, and throw- 
ing herſelf at his Feet, conjured him to ſpare her, in 
Terms ſo ſoft, ſo moving, ſo perſwaſiye, 1 the 
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Heart which had denied, muſt have been more than 
ſavage: The moſt hardened andaccuſtomedMurderer 
muſt have relented at ſuch a pity-moving Object, 
and dropped the Dagger, if not turned the Point 
againſt himſelf, for having thus alarmed her.— What 
then became of him whoſe Sentiments, however: he 
appeared at preſent, were full of Honour, and ſcorn- 
ed ſo baſe, ſo barbarous a Deed, Tears ſtarted from 
his Eyes, and his whole Frame ſeemed convulſed with 
inward Tremblings : Riſe, Madam, riſe (ſaid he, as 
ſoon as he had Power to ſpeak) and, if you can for- 


give the Terror I have cauſed, and for which 1 am 


ready to expire with Grief and Fenitence, —— But, to 
convince you, I never had a Thought to execute the 
bloody Purpoſe I preſumed to threaten; I have provided 
youu a Placs where you may. remain in Safety, which 
it is impoſſible you can do at Verona, The blooming 
Colour which had ſo lately forſook the Cheeks of 
the affrighted Fair, returned, at this Aſſurance, with 
all its wonted Beauty; and looking more earneſt 
than ſhe had done before on the Perſon whoſe Beha- 
viour had given her ſuch different Emotions, ſhe could 
eaſily perceive, though his Garb was mean, his Air, 
and the Addreſs with which he pronounced theſe laſt 
Words, were far from that of a Ruian. She imagin- 
ed alſo, that ſhe ſaw ſomething in his Face which 
was not unknown to her; but when or how ſhe had 
been acquainted with it, was out of her Power tod re- 
collect. | | J 
AF TER ſhe had teſtified the Senſe ſhe had of his 
obliging Offer by ſome Expreflions of Gratitude, 
ſhe defired to be informed of what he knew con- 
cerning the Inhumanity intended: againſt her, and 
who they were that perſecuted her with ſuch a cauſe- 
leſs Malice, To which, after a little Pauſe, he replied 
in this Manner: It is eaſy for you, Madam, ſaid he, 
to gueſs. that Ardella had her Share in the abhorred 
Deſign, becauſe you know very well that it was by her 
1was appointed your Conductor; and I ſhall make no 
Scruple to confeſs that it was from her Mouth I received 
? my 
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my Orders to difpatch you, and from her Hand my 
Hire, which wits; indeed, a Sum too great for a Crea- 
ture of her Station to beſtow, and, if ſhe had not told 
me, that by performing her Injunction I ſhould oblige a 
powerful Friend, would have made me know it muſt 
be to a Perſon of the higheſt Rank Iowedit, 'Twould 
be impoſſible to repreſent the Conſternation Idalia 
was in at hearing theſe Words: An Imagination 
came immediately into her Head more dreadful to 
her than the Death ſhe had eſcaped; and lifting up 
her Eyes, ſtreaming a ſecond Time with Tears, 0 
too well (cried ſhe) roo well I underſtand you ! Myr- 
tano's Servant could not reach the Price of ſuch an 
Undertaking ; but Myrtano's ſelf might well afford it. 
Oh "tis he, tis he (purſued ſhe, in an Agony 
which was not far off Diſtraction) the falſe, un- 
grateful, perjured Man ! Conſcious of Guilt, and\ taught 
| by my Behaviour. how much 1 ſcorned to aid his brutal 
Raptures, the Paſſion he avowed is turned to Hate 
Engaged to another, and unable to perform what Honour 
did require, my Death alone could ſilence my Upbraidings! 
Cruel Reward for Love! Inhuman Policy . Bar- 
b trous Myrtano | —— | 
Ix theſe and many more the like Complainings did 
ne pour out the Anguiſh of her Soul, without any 
Regard to the Perſon who was witneſs of them; 
nor would he interrupt her, being willing to be let 
into the whole Affair between her and Myrtano, till 
perceiving ſhe was ſilent. Though for many Reaſons, 
Madam, ſaid he, Don Myrtano is the Man in the 
World I leaſt eſteem, yet 1 cannot Jer ou to continue 
in this Opinion, without being guilty of an Injuſtice ] 
could not anſwer to myſelf. — Myrtano, Madam, I 
Aare ſgvear, is terfeotly innocent of any Deſign againſt 
| your Life: — What he may have formed againſt your 
Honour, yourſelf is the beſt Judge. * 
HE (aid no more, waiting to hear in what Man- 
ner ſhe would reply; but tho' the Alteration of her 
Looks and Geſtures fufficiently teſtified the Effect his 
Words had wrought in her, ſhe forbore to ſpeak oy 
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much ſhe rejoiced to find Myrtano guiltleſs of the 
Crime ſhe had juſt now ſuſpected him of, and — 
E be ſo of every thing 

he had been accuſed of, con jured her kind Informer 
to acquaint her if there were any thing of Truth in 
the Report, that he was to be married to the Niece 
of Count Miramont; which he way that there 
was, and that the Nuptials were to be ſolemnized ſo 
ſuddenly, that all the neceſſary Preparations for the 
Magnificence of it were as good as finiſhed, made her 
again relapſe into her former Violence of Temper, — 
Then he is a Traitor fiill { cried ſhe, tranſported at 
once with Grief and Indignation) and is guilty of a 
worſe Crime than conſpiring againſt my Life could 
be: — My Peace of Mind, my everlaſting Quiet he has 
deſtroyed, — expoſed, — betrayed me to a Rivals Scorn.— 
Death / to pretend Courtſhip to me, at the very Time 
he was ſolliciting another, the ſame inſinuating Looks, — 
the ſame diſſembled Tenderneſs,——the ſame undoing Vows 
addreſſed to both at once! was ever Man 82 ? 
She had run on with a great deal more of the ſame 
Nature, if he had not put a Stop to her, by telling 
her, That whatever Reaſon ſhe had to condemn Myr- 
tano, his intended Bride had certainly an equal Share, 
who loved as much, and was as much deceived 2— 
Nay, infinitely more (added he) in my Opinion, ſince, 
had not her ue been too great for him to haxard 
„ you had donbtleſs had the Preference 

in all Things, as well as in his Aſfections. Notwith- 
ſtanding the ſolemn Vow 1dalia had made never to 
ſee him more, ſhe could not be told any thing which 
flattered the Tenderneſs ſhe had for him, without 
feeling a ſecret Pleaſure; and having entered into a 
Diſcourſe of the Lady deſigned to be his Wite, ſhe 
asked a thouſand Queſtions concerning her W it, Beau- 
ty, and Humour; for this envied Fair having been 
brought up from her Infancy at Rome with her Uncle 
Count Miramont, and but lately come to Venice, ſne had 
never e to ſee her; but her jealous Curioſity 
ut little Satisfaction in this Point; there ap- 

| : peared 
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appeared in the Perſon ſhe enquired of a great Unwil. 
lingneſs to make any Anſwers to ſuch Interrogato. 
ries; and to put an End to them, he reminded her, 
that if ſhe deſigned to go to that little Aſylum he had 
provided for her, it was high Time to n their 
Journey, it being a good many Miles diſtant from 
the Place they now were in. She readily acquieſced, 
and that Evening about Sun-ſet arrived at a neat, but 
ſmall Dwelling, ſuch as the Poet deſcribes to be the 
Abode of Baucis and Philemon: A good old Man and 
Woman, pretty near the ſame Age, came forth to 
welcome her, and, while her Guide was employedin 
taking Care of his Horſes, conducted her in, and 
ſhewed her to a Chamber, which though it could boaſt 
no Finery, was extremely clean and decent, and had 


every thing in it fit to charm a contemplative Mind. 


The Windows were covered with Fillarte and Jeſſa- 
mine, only where here and there Spaces were cut to 
give the Eye a moſt delightful Proſpect o'er diſtant 

eadows, Fields and Vineyards; a ſweet Confuſion 
without filled the whole rural Scene, and fed extenſive 
Thought with all the Charms of Nature. Mithin, 
a vaſt Variety of collected Books, and choiceſt Maps, 


brought to the View the ſpaciousUniverſe, improving 


Reaſon with the Aids of Art. 

ID ALIA, whoſe Wiſhes at this Time were dead 
to all the noiſy Splendor of a Town, ſeemed per. 
fectly pleaſed with it, and told her Hoſts ſhe ſhould 
think it the greateſt Bleſſing Life could now afford 
her, to be permitted to ſpend the Remainder of her 
Days with them in that agreeable Retirement, While 
ſhe was ſpeaking, he who had brought her there, 
came into the Room, and took upon him to anſwer 
what ſhe had been ſaying in this Manner: Iam hight) 
ſatisfied, Madam, ſaid he, that there is any thin; 
which can male you wiſh a Confinement here, ſo long 
as is neceſſary ſor your Safety; but can never conſent, 
that after that Time you ſhould deprive the World f 
its moſt valuable Ornament : — No, no, (continued he, 


very reſpectfully) you muſt again ſhine out the 11 
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of Venice adored by all who gaze upon you, and reſume 
that native Luſtre which the Baſeneſs of Mankind has 
for a while eclipſed, but never can extinguiſh. 0 
zalk of it no more (interrupted ſhe) I never will re- 
turn to Venice. What! to ſee the Hiſtory of my Miſ- 
fortunes writ in the Smiles of every Face that meets 
me! to endure the ſtinging Satire, the Reflections 
which all the Friends of Ferdinand and Henriquez will 
throw upon me and that worſt Curſe,the Scorn of 
that too happy hated ſhe, who ſoon, you ſay, Myrtano 
muſt callWife ! O no! Icannot bear it ru- 
ined in all my Hopes, and paſt the Power of even Heaven 
itſelf to make my Woes leſs terrible, I'll hide them ever 
from the unpitying World, and die alone unknown, and 
unlamented, Were your Condition fo deſperate as you 
imagine ( reſumed he) Iknow not if I ſhould per- 
ſwade you to. return; but there may be, perhays, aWay 
found out to bring you to your Fatber's Arms with as 
much Honour as when you left them, and raiſe yon 
above the Rage or the Diſdain of all whom you call Ene- 
mies. Oh! forbear (ſaid ſhe, unwilling to give W 
to a Hope of any thing which ſeemed ſo mu 
an 1mpolfbility) forbear, obliging Stranger ! to turn 
my Thoughts back on the Scene of my paſt Happineſs, 
or ſooth Imagination with ſuch idle Flattery of what's 
to come. Can e er the Days of Innocence return ?— 
Can my polluted Honour e er be cleanſed from the vile Stain 
it bears? Can 1 again appear 4 Virgin; 
Racking Reflection! — Why do you rouze them in 
me ? Why, after ſuch Proofs of Generoſity and 
Pity, do you alarm Remembrance with theſe dread Ideas, 
to make Thought ſick, the Light grow hateful to me, and 
that Life you gave ſcarce worth my Thanks. Far be 
it from me (anſwered he, bowing) to renew the Me- 
mory of what may be diſtaſteful ; but I would fain 
perſwade. you to believe, that Heaven, which has ſo 
miraculouſly preſerved your Life, will alſo make it 
happy. Surpriſeng Things by a Hand unſeen are 
often brought to paſs : When you left Myrtano's Houſe, you 
little ſuſpected that the Perſon appointed for your Guide, 
was 


- 
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was deſigned to be your Murderer : Nor did they, why 
bribed me to that execrable Deed, imagine how diſtant 
my Thoughts were from ſuch an Undertaking : — Why 
then ſhould you not hope, that by ſome Turn i 
Fate, as firange and unexpected, you may again | 
bleſſed. Oh ! tis impoſſible (cried the uneafy Ida. 
lia) Suppoſe (reſumed the other haſtily) your Beau. 
ty, in ſpite of all has happened, ſhould charm a Man 
whoſe Quality and Fortune you could have no Ok. 
Jettions to, the Title of his Wife would ſilence Ca. 


lumny, reſlore your Fame, and make you thought Þ 


as happy as he'd be truly bleſſed. If ſuch an Of Þ 


yy ſhe, in a haughty Air) ever ſhould occur, 


e muſt have more than Quality and Fortune to n. 
commend him to my Eſteem : Fallen as I am, I would 
be lower yet, rather than ſell my Liberty for ſordid Þ 
Intereſt, and the World's Opinion, — No, no, though Þ 
loſt to all bejides, I fiill am Miſtreſs of myſelf, —— 1 
own uncongqueratle Will! idalia can be by nought 


- butInclination ſubdutd ; and that, alas (purſued ſhe of 


tening her Voice) is laviſhed all on the too- lovely, fait 
Myrtano. "Tis therefore in Solitude alone 1 tan 
have Peace; removed from the tumultuous World 
its ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures, and its laſting Cares, Il lat 


guiſh out a dull, inſipid, tranquil Life, and ſink by 


unperceived Degrees into the Grave. And have you 
no Reluftance ( reſumed he) no ſoft Regret for al 
the racking Griefs your noble Father's Heart endurt, 
while ignorant where you are? Twas my Deſign 
(anſwered 5 to have writ to him from Verona; 
t as 1 am diſappointed of the Journey I intendil 
thither, 1 have not now Conveniency. If that (cried 
he, in a Tone which exprefled a Zealouſneſs to 
ſerve her) will be any way conducive to your Satiſ- 
Faction, 1 offer my ſelf to be the Meſſenger. — Prepare « 
Letter, and it ſhall be faithfully delivered; and what- 
ever other Truſt you would repoſe in me, depend en 
the Execution of with the ſame Aſſurance as though you 

ſau it done. © as 8 
| TA. 
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Txt prodigions Obligations 1dalia had received 


from him, made her ſcrupulous of n to the Num- 
b 


ber, by giving him any future Troubles; which he 
perceiving, proteſted that the higheſt Recompence ſhe 
could make for what he had done, was to permit him 
to continue to do her all the good Offices in his 


Power : But ſhe, whoſe Diſpoſition was utterly averſe 


to receiving Favours, eſpecially at a Time when ſhe 
g conlidered þ 

would very feign have declined making any farther 
uſe of him, telling him ſne would ſtay at that Houſe but 
ill ſhe was a little recovered from the Fatigue ſhe had 
been in, and then either purſue her Journey to Verona, 
Jor go to ſome. other Place where there was a Mo- 
naſtery, being abſolutely determined to become a Nun. 
Zut this laſt Reſolution ſeemed to alarm him much 
more than every thing ſhe had ſaid before : And af- 
ter a little Pauſe, he let her know that this was not the 
Way to recompenſe the Civilities he had done her — 


erſelf not in a Condition to return them, 


If you look on any thing that I have done (ſaid he) 
as an Obligation, you would permit me to receive my 
Thanks from Don Bernardo; perhaps it may be in his 
Power to make me ample Reparation for that little Loſs 
of Time it will take me up to go to Venice, — This 
Expreſſion, and ſome others to the ſame Purpoſe, 
won her to do as he deſired. She conſented to write, 
becauſe her. Father ſhould requite the Obligations 
ſhe had received: But when ſhe was about to do 
it, never was ſhe at ſuch a Loſs in what Manner ſhe 
ſhould begin, or whether ſhe ſhould conceal or diſ- 
cover che Misfortunes ſhe had met with. At laſt, 
after many blottings-out, and tearing, ſhe made a 
laitt to write theſe few Lines. 


To Don BERNARDO. 


Doubt not, moſt honoured Seignior, but at the Re- 
ceipt of this, you will expect to be ſatisſſed at full, 
of the Reaſons which have deprived you of a Daug h- 


ter 
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ter — but it is notuhe leaſt of my Migfortunes that 
they are of ſuch a Nature, that the diſcloſing them 
would add to their Severity. — Pardon then, 1 beſeech 
you, that I conceal them even from you, —— and with 
the ſame Indulgence I have formerly found, continue to 
think of me J never can be happy enough 10 
ſee yon more, being determined to forſake the World, A. 
to my Choice of a Monaſtery, and what Order I ſhould 
take, I leave to your Management, as I ſhall ſome Part 
of my Hiſtory to be related to you by the Bearer of this, 
to whom I am not only indebted for my Life, but alſq 
this Opportunity of entreating your Bleſſing, and avou 
ing my ſelf ever EE) 


Your moft Obedient, 


though Unhappy Daughter, 
IDALIA, 


P. S. My Deliverer informs me it is in Don Bernardo'; 
Power to more than recompenſe the Obligation he has 
heaped upon Idalia, — If ſo, I know he need no more 
than to acquaint you in what Manner to engage your 
grateful Aſſent. 


Wrr this Letter, ſhe gave to him that was to 
carry it a Ring from her Finger, entreating him to 
accept of that as an Acknowledgement of her Grati- 
tude, which he received with an Extacy of Joy, a 
Tranſport impoſſible to be concealed, and far above 
what the intrinſick Value of it, meerly as a Ring 
(had it been worth a thouſand Times more than i 
was) could have raiſed in the moſt covetous Mind, 
She obſerved it with a Surprize as viſible to him, as 
was the Rapture he had been in to her and unwil- 
ling ſhe ſhould infer any further from it than he 
thought proper to declare, I am extremely glad, Ma- 


dam, ſaid he, of this Teſtimony, which, to thoſe who 


employed me, will appear an infallible one, hs 1 
ave 


it would end. 
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have murdered you ; and by that Means, perhaps, en- 


gage an Addition to the Reward I have already re- 


eived, Theſe laſt Words were uttered ſo awkwardly, 
and were ſo little of a Piece with the reſt of his Be- 
haviour, that it rather increaſed than diminiſhed the 
Conſternation ſhe was in. There paſſed not much 
more between them; he ſeemed in haſte to be gone, 
and only recommending her to the Care of the Peo- 
ple of — Houſe, and aſſuring her, that in a very 
few Days he would return with an Anſwer to her Let - 
ter, took his Leave. 

Tu Emotions ſhe was in, when left at Liberty 
to conſider on what had befallen her ſince ſhe came 


from Vicenza, were at once pleaſing and vexatious : 
Her Deliverance from ſo imminent a Danger, com- 


manded her moſt thankful Acknowledgments ; but 
then the Confirmation of the Falſhood of Myrtano 


made her almoſt wiſh for Death: —— To reflect on 


the Behaviour of this unknown Perſon, led her into 
ſuch a mazy Labyrinth of Thought, that ſhe could 
neither get out, nor in the leaſt aſſure herſelf where 
There appeared ſomething ſo con- 
tradictory in his Words and Actions, that it was 
impoſſible for her to form any Judgment of him.— 


His Garb was the meaneſt that could be; but yet 


there was an undeſcribable Somewhat in his Air, 


which ſpoke him accuſtomed to wear better. 
The Reward he told her he had received to murder 


her, would have made her belieye he muſt be of the 


© loweſt Rank of Life; but when the noble Deteſtation 


which ſparkled in his Eyes at mentioning it, de- 


clared him far above even pretending to enter into 
ſuch Meaſures, without ſome Reaſon for it, which, 


at preſent, ſhe could not penetrate into: —But the 
moſt ſhocking Conſideration of all was, that ſhe 
ſaw, by his Manner of receiving the Ring, by 
ſome unguarded Words and Sighs, which, in ſpite of 
the Care he took to ſuppreſs them, burſt with Ve- 
hemence from his tronbled Breaſt, that her Beauty 
had had'the ſame Effe& on him, it was ordinary for 
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it to cauſe in others; and as vain and proud of gi. 
ving Pain, as ſhe hadever been, could not look on 
this Conqueſt without the utmoſt Diſquiet: If he 
was of that inferior Degree he ſpoke himſelf, no- 
thing could be more galling than the Thoughts of 
being beloved by ſucha one; and if he were a Man 
of that Quality, which ſome Part of his Behaviour 
denoted, ſhe had Reaſon enough to fear ſhe had fled 
from Vicenza for no other End than to give an Op. 
portunity to one to act what ſhe had done a Violence 
on her own inclination to avaid from another, 
How wretched is my Fate ( (aid ſhe to herſelf) Hare 
1, to preſerve my Honour free from any ſecond Stain, broke 
through the ſoft Enchantments of my Paſſion, and tore 
my very Heart-ſirings; when 1 reſolved to quit the 
dear, the lov'd Myrtano's Houſe; and am now in the 
Power of a Stranger, one who looks on me with the 
ſame Deſires, — the ſame wild Vehemence of Longing !/—= 
One, who, for ought 1know, has brought me hither only 
to do what Ferdinand has done, and what Myrtano 
would ! The more ſhe deliberated, the more ſhe 
found the Probability of this Conjecture, and, at laſt, 
confirmed herſelf in the Reality of it ſo much, that 
ſhe grew the moſt terrified Creature that ever was, 
M o RRE Days had paſled fince the Departure of the 
Stranger than ſhe expected he would be abſent; in 
which Time ſhe had uſed her utmoſt Endeavour to 
diſcover who he was, by the old Man and Woman 
of the Houſe , but they, faithful to the Truſt repoſed 
in them, would not reveal the leaſt Tittle, either of 
his Name or Family ; and this Secrecy did not a little 
contribute to fix her in that Opinion ſhe before had 
entertained, That ſhe was placed there in order to 
be the Sacrifice to his Paſſion as ſoon as he ſhould 
return; and put her on a thouſand Inventions how 
to avoid its But, alas! what would the moſt ſubtle 
working Wit, backed by the firmeſt Reſolution, avail 
in a Circumſtance ſach as hers? She was in a Place 
which ſhe neither knew the Name of, nor in what 


Part of the Country it ſtood, and under the Care of 
P eople, 
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Means; but being fully bent 


People, who ſhe eaſily perceived, though they waited 
on her with all poſſible Obedience, had a ſtrict Eye on 
her Behaviour: For ſaying to them one Day, with 
an Intention of ſounding them, that if ſhe had a 


Part Il. The Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 73 


Conveniency, ſhe would goto Verona, and wait there 
till either the Stranger ſhould return, or ſhe ſhould 


hear from her Father by ſome other Way; they 


told her they could not conſent ſhe ſhould leave them, 
till they had Permiſſion from the Perſon who had 


brought her there, This was ſufficient to make her 
know there was no 1 of eſcaping by their 

ome Way or other to 
do it, he never left racking her Brains, till ſhe had 
found a Stratagem, which, though ſhe could not pro- 
miſe herſelf ſhe ſhould ſucceed in, would be of no 


Prejudice to her if it ſhould fail. She told her old 


Landlord, that finding herſelf a little indiſpoſed, ſhe 
believed it would be of infinite Service to her Health 
if ſhe walked out in a Morning and Evening to take 
the Air, as ſhe obſerved he did: But, ſaid ſhe, I do 
not care to venture in the Dreſs I have been uſed to 
appear in, leſt any Paſſengers Pappenivg to travel this 
Way, ſhould diſcover me: It would therefore be the great- 


eft Obligation ycu could confer on me, if you would provide 
me with a Habit, whereby I might be diſquiſed, and 


by that Means have the Freedom of ranging thro' thoſe 
delightful Groves and Meadows, the Proſpect of which 


appears ſo tempting from my Windows. The old 


Truſtee looked on his Wife all the Time Idalia had 


been ſpeaking, as tho* it was from her Approbation 
he was to form his Anſwer ; who, as ſoon as ſhe. 
proceed the other had concluded what ſhe. had to 
ay, gave it in this Manner: I do not think (ſaid 


ſhe) that our Friend would thank us, if we ſhould 


deny a Requeſt ſo far from unreaſonable. The Air, 


indeed may do the Lady good, and the uhimſical Aer- 


great Numbers to gather Mulberry- leaves for their 


Lilk- worms, divert her Melancholy : ——— 1 would have 
you, by all Means, * ber with 4 Dreſs, ſusb as: 


Vor. III. ou, 
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riment of Men, who, at this Time of Tear, come in 


Oy 
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our Country Maids are uſed to wear, and ſhe may 
paſs, and partake of all our rural Pleaſures the Time 
ſhe ſtays here, without any Danger of * The 
Heart of Idalia leaped in her Breaſt at this ready Aſ- 
ſent of the Woman's, which was immediately follow- 
Ned by her Husband's; and ina few Hours this Court 
Beauty was transfarmed into a plain Country Laſs ;and 
though no Dreſs could render her any other than the 
moſt lovely Woman in the World, yet ſo great was 
her Deſire to be taken for what ſhe repreſented, that 
ſhe mimick'd the Simplicity of their Bluſhes, and Wa 
.of curt'fying ſo artfully, that thoſe who were mol 
acquainted with her might have talked to her ſome 
Time before they diſcovered the Deceit. 

Havins carried on her Plot thus far, the next 
Thing ſhe had to do, was to counterfeit a Chearful- 
neſs, and appear ſo highly ſatisfied with her Condi- 
tion, that her Guardians might not imagine ſhe had 
any Wiſhes to exchange it; and be leſs watchful over 


attended her, But her Artifice deceived them ſo well, 
that by Degrees they grew more remiſs, and at 
length would leave her to the Privilege of meditating, 
as ſometimes ſne took a Book out with her, or di- 
verting herſelf with talking or liſtening to the comi- 
cal Diſcourſes of the Country Fellows employed in 
tying the Vines, and gathering Mulberry-leaves. She 
would :not take her Flight the firſt Opportunity ſhe 
had, becauſe ſhe did not know but they might have 
left her only to make trial what ſhe would do, and 
be near enough to prevent her going, in caſe ſhe 
ſhould attempt it: But one Day, having neither of 
-them within hearing, ſhe enquired, as though without 
Delign, what Towns were in the Neighbourhood of 
that Place; and was informed, that ſhe was about for- 
ty Miles from any, but that the neareſt was Forſeny. It 
was no ſmall Grief to her to hear ſhe was ſo remote, 
not believing ſhe could be able to travel fo far on 
Foot: However, nothing being ſo dreadful] to her 


her; for wherever ſhe went, they had continually 


as the Apprehenſions what might befal her, if ſhe tar. 


tried 
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ried where ſhe was, ſhe reſolved to run all other Ha- 
zards to eſcape that; and non on ĩt as a particular 
Mark of the Care Providence had of her, in delaying 
the Stranger's Return ſo much longer than was ex- 
pected, ſhe thought it would be no other than run- 
ning wilfully into a Misfortune, to neglect making 
uſe of the {nalleſt Means that ſhould offer to take 
her from it. The yery next Time therefore that ſhe 
found herſelf free from the Obſervation of her two 
Attendants, ſhe walked as faſt as her Strength would 
permit, directed by the Sun, through that Part of the 
Country which ſhe had been told led her to Vorſeny. 
She came at length to a great Road, where ſhe ſaw 
Numbers of poor People of both Sexes driving Aﬀes 
before chem, loaded with theſe Leaves, which they 
had gathered in the — and were carrying to 
the Merchants. It was no ſmall Conſolation to the 
fair Wanderer to have ſomething of her own Species 
to converſe with, having till now met with no other 
Company in her Pilgrimage than the Dumb Kind. 
But being asked by ſome of them, whither ſhe was 
going, and how it happened that ſuch a fair young 
Maid undertook ſo great a Journey alone, and on 
Foot, ſhe was at the greateſt Loſs in the World what 
Anſwer to make; till at laſt, bethinking herſelf what 
would be moſt ſuitable to the Capacities of thoſe who 
enquired, and beſt diſguiſe the Truth, ſhe told them, 
That having a very ſevere Mother-in-Law, ſhe had 
fled from her ill Uſage, and was going to ſeek a Ser- 
vice at Vorſeny. The good People pity'd her extremely; 
and perceiving ſhe was ready to faint with Wearineſs, 
contrived a Way to ſet her on one of their Beaſts, by 
taking off its Burden of Leaves, and dividing it into 
as many Parcels as there were Aſſes, added a little to 
every one. By this Means ſhe got ſafe to the Town; 
and thanking her Fellow-travellers for their Kindneſs, 
there took Leave of them. She went into a com- 
mon Inn, being in no danger of being known in 
that Place, eſpecially in the Garb ſhe was in, The 
Fatigne ſhe had — made it neceſſary ſhe 
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ſhould for ſome Time repoſe herſelf: But, alas! the 
' Diſorders of her Mind would ſuffer her to take but 
little Reſt, the various Adventures ſhe had run thro' 
ſince that fatal Time of going to meet the perfidi- 
ous Florez, the Grief her Abſence and Diſgrace had 
brought on her unhappy Father, — the Death of 
Henriquex, her own eternal Ruin by the Violence 
of Ferdinand, — the Agonies ſhe had, and ever muſt 
endure for the Falſhood of the lovely Myrtano,—the 
Terror ſhe had been in from the diſcovered Paſſion 
of the Unknown, and the racking Perplexity 
where, or in what manner ſhe ſhould linger out the 
Reſidue of her unhappy Days, came all at once into 
her Thoughts, and threw her into a Condition little 
different from Madneſs. | 

SomE Weeks paſſed before ſhe could get leave of 
her Confuſion to reſolve on any thing, till the little 
Stock of Money ſhe had about her being pretty near 
exhauſted, ſhe Beck to conſider that this was not a 
Place to continue in; and remembring that a young 
Lady, formerly an Intimate of her's, having on ſome 
Diſcontent forſook the World, was at a Conventof 
Benedictines at Naples, ſhe promis'd herſelf a good deal 
of Satisfaction in her Company, it by any Means ſhe 
could reach thither : But it was ſo prodigious a Di- 
ſtance by Land, that it would require infinitely more 
to defray the Expence of ſuch a Journey, than ſhe 
was Miſtreſs of, She therefore thought it the beſt 
Way to go firſt to Ancona; which being a great Sea- 

rt Town, ſhe did not doubt meeting with a Veſ- 
Fa there bound for the Place ſhe defired. Every 
thing anſwered her Expectations, and nothing of a- 
ay Moment happening till ſhe was got on Board, I 

all omit the Repetition of any Particulars of her lit- 
tle Journey, or the Uneaſineſs ſhe was in while ſhe 
ſtaid at Ancona, which ſhe was obliged to do, the 
Ship ſhe had agreed to go in not being ready to fail in 
above a Month, and when it was, detained almoſt as 


long by adverſe Winds. | 
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THz Power of Beauty is the ſame in, all Degrees; 
the plain Country Habit which diſguiſed the Daugh- 
ter of a Grande, could not deprive Idalia of her 
wonted Charms: She appeared ſo lovely in the Eyes 
of Rickamboll, the Captain of the Ship, that from the 
firſt Moment he beheld her, he thought of nothing 
but the Means to poſſeſs her. He concealed his Inten- 
tions, however, till ſhe was come on Board ; but he no 
ſooner had her in his Power, than he let her know he 
would make uſe of it for the Gratification of his Paſſi- 


on, it ſhe conſented not to yield to his Perſwaſions. 


W H 4 T was now the . the Fear, the Hor- 
ror, which ſeized the Soul of this unhappy Lady ? 
All that was paſſed appeared a Bleſling to her preſent 
State ; confined within a little wooden World, whoſe 

roud Sovereign was abſolute, and from the Fierce- 
neſs of whoſe Nature ſhe had no room to hope that 
Prayers or Tears would be of Force to melt him! 
Here was no Poſſibility ot eſcaping but by immediate 
Death; and what ſhe ſuffered in the Apprehenſion of 
his Brutality, is not to be deſcribed by Words; ſo I 
ſhall only ſay, it was ſuch as could be equalled by no- 
thing but his barbarous — of it. Trembling, 
fainting, and almoſt dying with her Fears, ſhe was 
on her Knees in her Cavin imploring Heaven's Pro- 
tection, when the Monſter, reſolved to perpetrate his 
horrid Wiſhes, came in to know her [ag Reſolve. 
Perceiving his Intent, ſhe would fain have flattered 
him into a Beliet there was a Poſſibility of gaining 
her by gentle Means, and entreated him but to have 
Patience till they came on Shore: But he, who un- 
derſtood no more of Love than the brutal Parr, 
burning to. enjoy her, and not ſuſpecting her to be 
of an higher Station than what her Habit repreſent- 
ed, thought to make uſe of any further Ceremony 
would be an Indignity to himſelf, and by his Actions, 
as well as Words, Ter hy ſee he was not to be moved.. 


In vain ſhe endeavour'd to ſet forth theBaſeneſs of the 
Deed ; — in vain ſhe wept, entreated, threatened ;. 
the Villain hardened in ſuch Crimes, but laughed at 
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her Deſpair, and ſhe was juſt on the Point of being 
reduced to a Condition, ſuch as, if ſhe had lived after 
it, would have made her for ever hateful to herſelf, 
when Heaven, by the moſt unexpected Means, ſent 
her a Deliverance. The Oaths and Curſes, with which 
the boiſterous Rickamboll had endeayoured to ſilence 
her Shrieks, on a ſudden were out-done by a con- 
fuſed and ſuperior Roar on Deck; and immediately 
after a Diſcharge of Guns went off ſo loud, the 
Ship ſeemed ſhattered with the Noiſe !— A General 
Voice cried, Where's our Captain? and three or four 
of the affrighted Sailors burſt into the Cabin, bawling 
out in their rude Faſhion, That they were undone; a 
Barbary Corſair had clapped his grappling Irons on 
Board, and Death or Captivity was all they could 
expedt, —— Death! could you not avoid him? Had 
you n Warning? ſaid Rickamboll, ftarting from his 
amorous Combat: But he ſhail find no Cowards here, 
With theſe Words he run out of the Cabin, followed 
by the reſt of the Men, leaving the diſtreſſed 1daliain 
a Dilemma, to which Party ſhe ſhould wiſh Succeſs, 
If Riczamboll was victorious, ſhe had no hope of 
eſcaping the III his wild Deſires threatened her with, 
and Slavery itſelf ſeemed far leſs dreadful to her ;— 
But then the Thoughts of being in the Power of In- 
fidels, who, 'twas highly probable, might be inſpired 
with the ſame Wiſhes, and would make no Scruple 
to ule a Chriſtian Captive as they e ue frighted 
her almoſt to Death. — The Apprehenſions of what 
ſte expected would enſue, whatever was the Iſſue of 
the Fight, drowned all the Terrors of the preſent Dan- 
er, which, whoever has been Witneſs of one of 
theſe Sea-Skirmiſhes, may eaſily comprehend : But it 
- laſted not long, the Number of the Infdels was in- 
finitely ſuperior to the Chriſtians, and by the Death 
of Rickamboll, and ſome of the ſtouteſt of his Men, 
the reſt of them, with the Ship, became an eaſy 
Prize. Idalia, all this while at her Deyotions, was 
ignorant of what had happened, till ſhe ſaw a Stran- 


ger of a moſt graceful Mein, attended by ſeveral Fol- 
; lowers, 


Part II. The Unfortunate Mifireſs. 79 
lowers, come down the Stairs, and enter the Cabin 
where ſhe was. Abdomar (for that was the Name of- 
this Conqueror) had been formerly a Priſoner at Flo- 
rence, ry oke very good Italian; which was no in- 
conſiderable Piece of good Fortune to this fair Captive; 
tor the obliging Terms he accoſted her with (in ſpite 
of the — of her Habit) diſſipated, immediate- 
ly, great part of her Fears; and reading in her Tears 
and Tremblings the Agony ſhe was in, Be of Com- 
fort, lovely Maid, ſaid he, you are fallen into the 
Power of one, who ſcorns to take an ungenerous Ad- 
vantaze of it, one who has it not in his Nature 
willingly to offend any of your Sex, much leſs one to 
whom Heaven has been ſo particularly bountiful in 
beftowing all that can command Reſpebt. Your Lot, 
perhaps (continued he, perceiving ſhe was ftill in 
ſome Diſorder) may become more glorious by this 
Captivity, than Freedom could offer you the Means to 
make it; — the moſt angelict, ſofteſt, kindeſt, beſt that 
ever was called Woman, will by her Tenderne(s and in- 
dulgence, make you forget whatever may have been 
dear to you, and oblige you to place your whole Felicity, 
as it will be your Honour to be near her, —— Nothing 
in !dalia's preſent Circumſtance could have afforded 
her a Conſolation adequate to theſe laſt Words : To 
hear he was a Lover, and that he was accompanied 
by his Adored, entirely ſet her free from thoſe Ap- 
3388 which of late had been ſo afflicting to 
er. And as ſoon as he had given Orders for ſecuring 
the other Priſoners under Hatches, ſuffered herſelf io 
be conducted by him into that Ship of which he was 
Commander, with all the Chearfulneſs imaginable 
as thinking, in being delivered from the brutal At- 
tempt of Rickamboll, ſhe had been delivered from the 
moſt terrible Miſery that could befall her. Abdomar 
led her immediately into a Cabin, adorned with the 
choiceſt Curioſities which Art could produce in all 
the various Climates of the habitable World; the 
Floor was covered with the moſt rich, as well as moſt 
beautifulTapeſtry that ever was ſeen ; the Ground was 
D 4 Silyer, 
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Silver, on which were ſo dextrouſly interwomen all 
manner of fine Flowers, that they ſeemed more the 
Handy-work of Nature than of human Skill, the 
Windows, which withowe were fenced from the 
dathing of the Waves with Chryſtal in the manner 
of half Globes, within were chequered with green 
and gold Twiſt, each Square being joined with preci- 
ous Stones: Diamonds, Rubies, Emeralds, Chriſo- 
lites, and Saphirs, with their various coloured Luſtre, 
ſpread ſuch a dazling Glory round the Room, that it 
even pained the Eye to look upon it: The greateſt 
Magnificence that ever Idalia had beheld in Venice, 
than which no City in the World can boaſt of more, 
was lo infinitely ſhort of what now met her Eyes, 
that ſhe had longer and more heedfully regarded it, 
had not a greater, and yet ſurpailing Wonder appear'd 
to attract her Admiration; it was the charming Bell. 
raixia, Miſtreſs of Abdomar, who, riſing from a 
Couch of Crimſon Taffety embroidered with Gold 
and Pearl, ſtepped forward to meet and congratulate 
her Lover on his Victory. She ſpoke to him in the 
Language of their own Country, but there was ſome- 
thing ſo ſweet, ſo ſoft, ſo engaging in her Voice, 
tat rendered it an Impoſlibility to hear her, without 
feeling ſome Part of that Pleaſure which the looking 
on her did in a greater abundance bellow. To the mot 
lovely 2 Form that Nature ever made, 
there was alſo added all the Embe'liſhments of Art : = 
Had ſhe been in a Court where it was the ſole Bufi— 
neſs of all about her to (ſtudy what would molt be- 
come her, ſhe could not have been dreſs'd with greater 
Elegance: Her Hair,which was whiter, and more thin- 
ing than Silver, and hung down in Treſles below her 
Waiſt, was only kept from falling o'er her Face by a 
Fillet of Diamonds; but as the greateſt Art is to appear 
artleſs, this ſeeming Negligence had in it ſomething ſo 
infinitely e the formal Ornaments of the Euro- 
peans, that whoever would deſire to pleaſe, muſt covet 
to look like this lovely Barbarian, On the Middle of 
the Fillet there was fixed a ſort of a little Toes of 
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Gold, on the Branches of which hung Jewels of a 
prodigious Largeneſs, but ſuch a Height above hen 
Head, that (the Sprigs on which they were faſtened 
being ſhaded by ſome looſe Hair, which flew out as 
cho diſdainful of Reſtraint) made it ſeem to the Eye 
as tho' they were ſelf poized, and formed a Conſtel- 
lation like Ariadne's Crown, On her ſlender and fine 
proportioned Body, ſhe had a cloſe Jacket of Gold 
Stuff; but the Sleeves were large, and tied up before 
almoſt as high as her Shoulders, with ſmall Sky-co- 
loured Ribband mixed with Silyer, and diſcover'd; as 
much as Decency would permit, her lovely Arms, 
which were encompaſſed with Bracelets of ſeveral 
ſorts of Jewels.. In fine, her whole Appearance, her 
Face, her Shape, her Hair, her Habit, was ſurpaſſing 
what the — extenſive Imagination can figure out, 
and forced Idalia (who was not over quick- ſighted to 
the Perfections of her own Sex) whether ſhe would 
or no, to confeſs within herſelf, that ſhe had never 
(cen any thing ſo beautiful! ſo glorious ! 

Ar TERM ſome little Diſcourſe between the two 
Lovers, Abdomar preſenting Idalia, ſaid in Italian, 
What other Prizes my late Conqueſt has made me 
Maſter of, I thought unworthy of Bellraizia's Notice , 
but this fair Maid, if ſhe appear the ſame in your. 
Eyes, as at firſt Sight ſhe did to mine, may merit to 
attend you, The charming Inſdel anſwered theſe 
Words in Terms infinitely obliging to Idalia; but 
afterwards enquiring her Name, Family, whither- 
ſhe had deſigned to go, and for what Reaſon ſa. 
young a Maid had undertaken a Voyage, unaccom- 
panied by any Friends or Relations, and other Parti- 
culars of her Life, the new-made Slave could make. 
no other Reply than with her Tears; which the- 
other perceiving, and knowing well by Experience. 
to what Extreams Love can tranſport the Heart that. 
owns his Power, and imagining by her Mein, and. 
ſomething of a grand Look about her, which no- 
Diſguiſe could rob her of, that ſhe was of a Qua- 
lity ſuperior to what ſte was willing to confeſs, 

D: 5: would. 


82 IDALIA: Or, Part II. 
would preſs her no farther at that Time; but deſitin 
her to be as eaſy with her Fate as poſſible, and aſſur- 
ing her ſhe ſhould find nothing of Severity in her 
Servitude, commanded ſome ot her other Slaves to 
place her in a Cabin, and leave her to that Repoſe 
which, 'twas probable, after the late Fright, the 
Danger of the Fight had put her in, ſhe might ſtand 
in need of, | 
IN ſpite of the various Reflections this unhap 

Fair had on this ſudden and prodigious Alteration of 
her own Affairs, ſhe could not forbear forgetting 
them a while, to contemplate on thoſe of the Lad 
whom ſhe muſt now call Aiſtreſs. It appeared ſo 
odd that a Woman, ſuch as the Looks and Habit of 
Bellraizia {poke her to be, ſhould be the willing Parta- 
| ker of Dangers, Fatigues, and Horrors, ſuch as were 
inſeparable from the Profeſſion of Abdomar, that ſhe 
could not but think there was ſomething very extra- 
ordinary in the Adventure: But her Surpriſe was 
yery much heightened, when the next Morning ſhe 
was ſummoned with the reſt of the Slaves (who at 
ſeveral Times had been taken by e, to riſe 
and attend the 4 and ſhe could not forbear ask- 
ing the Perſon who brought her this Command ſome 
Queſtions concerning this Affair, but could learn no 
more from him, than that Beilraizia was of the 
Royal Blood of Barbary; and that for the Love of 
 Abdomar, who was alſo of a high Extraction, though 
baniſhed for ſome Miſdemeanor, ſhe had forſook her 
Country, and choſe to live a Rover on that uncertain 
Element, deſpiſing all the Dangers of it for his Sake. 
This Information threw the poor Idalia into Anxie- 
ties much worſe than her Capivity h ad inflicted on 
her; — the Paſſion. ſhe had for Myrtano, which her 
late Frights had ſilenced for a Mat now rouz'd it- 


ſelf within her Soul, and told her how happy might 
ſhe have been, had he been true: how joytully 
the could have embraced Bellraizia's Fate, had Myr- 
tano, like Abdomar, been juſt, Oh! had that lovely. 
Youth (cried ſhe to herſelf) returned my Paſſion with 
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an equal Ardour, what is it 1 would not have endured? 
—— what Dangers could I not have dared ? what 
Sufferings could I not with Joy have born to keep him 
mine? Pain would have been unfelt, Want loſe its 
Sting, and even Death a Bleſſing for his ſake ! — My 
humble Wiſhes aſpired no higher than to be wretched with 
Myrtano, yet that the cruel Heavens deny — 
Miſerable Idalia ! where, — where will thy Sorrows end ! 
—— The violent Agitations of her Soul oppreſs'd her 
here ſo ſtrongly, that unable to repel their Force, ſhe - 
fell on the Bed ſhe was ſitting on entirely motion- 
leſs ; nor recovered ſhe, till being a ſecond time ſent 
for by Bellraizia, and found in that Condition, all 
Means that could be inventedwere made uſe of for her 
Relief; and ſo extremely concerned was her generous - 
Conqueror, and his admired Miſtreſs, that t ef both 
joined in giving her a thouſand Aſſurances of their 
Pity, and a Grant of whatever was in either of their - 
Powers, to remedy the Misfortunes ſhe laboured un- 
der: If it be Captivity alone that makes you wretched, . 
ſaid Bellraixia, I dare promiſe you a Releaſe as well 
from that Compaſſion which is natural to the noble 
Abdomar, as from the ready Compliance I have ever + 
found in him to any Requeſt of mine; be therefore com- 
forted, for be aſſured whatever Pleaſure 1 might tale 
in retaining a Perſon whoſe Converſation I think. ſo deſira- 
ble as yours, I would not for the Univerſe have my Soul 
loaded with the Guilt of rendering you unhappy. Ida- 
lizanſwered theſe obliging Expreſſions in Terms full 
of (Gratitude and Reſpect; ay the other taking an 
Opportunity of Abdomar's being gone out of the 
Cabin on ſome Buſineſs which called him on Deck, 
entreated her, if it were not too great a Secret, to re- 
late the Particulars of her Life. This was not a Task. . 
fo eaſy to be performed as ſhe imagined ; there were 
fome Paſſages which were an Offence to her Mode- 
ſy to remember, much more to repeat; and others, 
which the Deſcription of would add to her Affliction, 
by ſuffering again in Idea what ſhe had before in Rea. 
lity : Howeyer, the Obligations ſhe had to Bellraixia, 
| D. &-. and 
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and the Impoſſibility there was of denying any thing 
to a Perſon who asked with ſo good a Grace, ſur. 
mounted all theſe Scruples, and ſhe recounted to her 
both who ſhe was, how ſhe had been betrayed from 
her Father's Houſe by the Perfidiouſneſs of Florez, 
the Violence that had been offered to her by Don 
Ferdinand, the unhappy Quarrel between him and 
Henriquez, their Deaths, her Paſſion for Myrtano, 
the Terrors ſhe had endured in the Apprehenſion of a 
ſecond Violation from him, and afterwards the un- 
known Perſon appointed for her Guide, and this laſt 
of Rickamboll, from which the Victory of Abdomar 
had ſo unfortunately delivered her. 

T 41s Story, had it been told by any other Perſon, 
and ſtripped of all thoſe grief-attraQting Illuſtrations 
which heightened each unlucky Accident in Idalia's 
Deſcription, was in. itſelf too moving not to excite 
the tendereſt Compaſſion in the Soul of her who 
heard it. Abdomar at his Return found them both 
drowned in Tears; which enquiring the Reaſon of, 
That (replied the Charmer of his Soul) which when 
you are acquainted with, will very near bring you into 
our Condition; your beautiful Priſoner's Misfortunes, — 
ſhe has been giving me an Account ſo full of Wonder, 
that when you hear it, as with her Leave. ſome, other 
Time you ſhall, Iknow you will join in my Relief, that 
Heaven deſigns her for ſome extraordinary Event. The 
afflicted Idalia would have made ſome Return to 
thefe Words, but was too much avercome by her 
Diforders, and entreated the Liberty of retiring to 
the Cabin appointed for her. The wn rms 
zia would needs accompany her, and was ſo aflidu: 
ous in her Endeayours to aſſwage her Sorrow, that 
the other, if in reality ſhe found no Conſolation, 

ought herſelf bound in Gratitude and Complaiſance 
to ſeem as if ſhe did. As they were talking, ſhe hap- 
pened to let fall ſome Words which diſcovered a De- 
fire of knowing the Adventures of a Lady, whom 
ne eſteemed ſo infinitely happy in. the Society 0: 
ihe Man ſhe loved, *Tis a general Obſervation Fo 
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ſhe) that thoſe Things we- place our chief Felicity in, 
are the fartheſt from our Reach, it being the Sport of 
adverſe Fate, to wound us in the tendereſs Part: Bus 
you, Madam, and the noble Abdomar, are a bleſt Exe 
ception to that Rule, and having all in one another, 
can know no ſecond Wiſh, Tis true, replied Bellraizia, 
we are at laſt as happy as Love can make us; but did 
you know the Toils, the Dangers, the Endurings we have 
had, — the unintermitting Cares, inceſſant Fears, 
and little Hopes, which, in the Race of Paſſion,. both 
accompanied, you'd be ſurprized that either of us lived 
to reach the Goal: And becauſe I know not but it may 
alleviate a Deſpair I ſee is beginning to take Root in 
you, to hear that there are no Misfortunes ſo great but 
Heaven can relieve us from, I ſhall, if you deſire it, 
let you into the moſt ſecret Hiſtory of mine. Idalia im- 
mediately told her there was not a Poſſibility of her 
conferring a greater Obligation; that it was a Fa- 
your ſhe had been ambitious of ſince the firſt Moment 
ſhe was brought before her; and that having now ſq 
favourable an Opportunity of their being alone, beg- 
ged ſhe would make uſe of it for that Purpoſe. To 
which Bellraixia willingly complying, began to enter- 
tain her with what ſhedeſiced, in this Manner: 


The Hiſtory of Abdomar and Bellraizia. 


N the little Time, ſaid ſpe, you have been in our 
1 Ship, you may, perhaps, have heard of what 
Country I am a Native, and doubtleſs are ſurprized 
to ſee my Complexion ſo different from others born 
in the ſame Climate; but to eaſe you of that Won- 
der, I muſt let you know the firſt of my Family 
that ſettled in Barbary was a Renegado Chriſtian, a 


Florentine, nearly ally'd to the Great Duke of Tuſca- 


ny, and General of his Forces; who, quitting his Ser- 
vice on ſome Diſguſt, brought his Family to Barba- 
ry, renounced' his Religion, and was promoted: A 
ſudden War breaking out, he ſignalized himſelf by 
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many remarkable Actions, and at his Return was 
made Governor of a Province, in which Poſt he died. 
Great Revolutions aſterwards happening, a Son of his 
was advanc'd to the Dignity of Baſſaw ; and in Length 
of Time, and, to them, an auſpicious turn of Fortune, 
a Deſcendant of his to the Crown, under an annual 
Tribute to the Emperor of Morocco, my Father's Bro- 
ther is at preſent King, and the fifth Monarch of our 
Race, I make you not this Relation as a Boaſt of 
my Pedigree, but as it is neceſſary, to render other 
Occurrences plain to your Obſervation ; for had my 
Birth been meaner, my Lot had been more bleſs'd; 
Grandeur has only given me an adequate Portion of 
Inquietudes ; and Fate, by placing me in ſo elevated a 


State, had no other Deſign in it, than to make me 


more remarkably unhappy. My Uncle having but one 
Daughter, obliged my Father to let me be bred with 
her at Court, for a Companion in all her Diverſions; 
and with our Years there grew ſo tender a Friendſhip 
between us, as is very rarely to be found in Perſons of 
the ſame Sex: Neither of us had a Defire, tho” never 
ſo violent, that we could not reſign for the Gratifica- 


tion of the other : If Joy or Sorrow ſat on the Face 


of either, you might be certain to find it in the other's 
alſo, . Thus, bleſſed with that Tranquillity which is 
always inſeparable to thoſe who are poſſeſs d of Inno- 
cence and Freedom, did we live, till Love !—— that. 
ſweet deſtructive Paſlion ! that luſcious Poiſoner of 
the Calm of Life ! e that felicitous State for 
Cares, Inquietudes, and unceaſing Perturbations ! 
THE King of Fez had a Son eſteemed the Wonder 
of his Age: His martial Exploits had juſtly made him 
famous over all that Quarter of the World; nor was 
his ſoft Addreſs, and elegant Behaviour, leſs charming 
to his Friends, than his undaunted Fierceneſs was 
dreadful to his Enemies. — I know not what ill Star 
inclined him to make a Viſit at our Court; but he 
had no ſooner arrived there, and caſt his Eyes on me, 
than he became enamoured, I, who at that Time 


had a Heart entirely unprepoſſeſs'd, and was not with- 
out 
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out ſome Share of that Vanity by which moſt of 
our Sex, more or leſs, are ſway's, could not liſten to 
the Declarations he made me, without an adequate 
Proportion of Pride and Pleaſure, for 1 capable 
of inſpiring a Prince ſo every way agreeable with a 
Paſſion ſuch as he profeſſed. My Uncle, who truly 
loved me, extremely approved of the Propoſals he 
made, and my Father thought himſelf ſo much ho- 
noured by them, that he laid the ſtricteſt Command 
on me to treat Mulyxeden (for that was his Name) 
as a Prince, to whoſe Profeſſions of Love I was in- 
finitely obliged. Never was Lover indulged, on all. 
Sides, with ſo many Opportunities of expreſling his 
Paſſion, yet was he not contented: He was always 
complaining, that not a!l the Sollicitations he made 
were effectual to inſpire me with Sentiments ſuch as 
he wiſhed : — He tormented himſelf with a Belief, 
that the Deference I paid him, was wholly owing to 
his Quality, and the Commands my Uncle and Fa- 
ther had given me :—— He never ſaw me without. 
telling me he found it impoſſible to make me love 
him; but one Day he ſeemed ſo uneaſy, and indeed 
ſo deſperate at my Inſenſibility, as he called it, that 
I thought he was diſtracted. For my Part, I belie- 
ved I loved bim: 1 had never ſeen a Man whoſe Me- 
rits I could think equal to thoſe he was Maſter of. 
was perfectly pleaſed when in his Company; and on 
the frrieft Examination into my own Heart, could 
find in it not the leaſt Scruple at becoming his Wife, 
which Title I had. conſented to wear, as ſoon as the 
neceſſary Preparations to confer it on me could be got 
ready. Idid not fail to acquaint him with the moſt fa« 
yourable of my Inclinations ; but all 1 could fay,was 
inſufficient to give him the Conſolation I wiſh'd ; _—— 
He ſtill accuſed me of Coldneſs. Nor indeed is it to 
be wondered at, that he did ſo: For, alas! he per- 
ceived nothing in me of thoſe. tender Languors, — 
thoſe melting Softnefles, — thoſe pleaſing Pains, — 
thoſe thrilling Ardours, — thoſe mingled Hopesand 
Fears, which ſtill accompany Deſire, and are never 
at 
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at an End, till ſure Poſſeſſion cuts them off, — thoſe 
thouſand, thouſand, nameleſs Conſequences of eager 
Paſſion, which he felt, and could eaſily diſtinguiſh, 
and which I ſince have too powerfully experienc'd! 
But at that Time, I was utterly ignorant what it was 
he meant wheneyer he named them to me, and be. 
gan to think him unreaſonable to ask greater Proofs 
of my Affection, than what I imagined was in the 
Power of any Woman to give. Perceiving I grew 
angry at theſe kind of Diſcourſes, he at length for- 
bore them; but in doing ſo, put ſo great a Conſtraint 
on his Inclinations, as, could I have had any Notion 
of what I now am certain he ſuffered, would have 
made me endure almoſt as much thro” Pity, as he did 
from an Agitation more yiolent, But not to tire you 
with the Particulars of our Behaviour till the Day ap. 
pointed for the Celebration of our Nuptials was ar- 
rived, which had not been ſo long delay'd, but for 
the expect ed coming of a young Nobleman of Fez, 
one who from his Infancy had been brought up with 
Mulyxeden, as. I had with the Princeſs my Couſin, 
and ſo firmly united were they in Friendſhip, that 
ſearing Marriage might ſome Time or other occaſion 
a Slack*ning, if nota total Breach of that Bond which 
both deſired ſhould be indiſſoluble, each had taken an 
Oath never to wed, but with the Approbation of the 
other. Mulyzeden had ſo facred a Regard to his Pro- 
miſe in this Affair, that as ſoon as he had obtained 
mine and my Parent's Conſent to make me his, he 
\ diſpatched a Meſſenger to Fez with an Account of the 

Progreſs he had ek, andentreating the Preſence of 
this dear Favaurite. The other was not neglectful of 
the Duty he owed to his Prince and Friend, but ſet 
out for Barbary the Moment he was recovered of 
ſome ſlight Wounds, which had been the Cauſe of his 
ſtaying behind him, as to avoid marrying a Lady 
whom his Father had provided for bim, was of Muly- 
zeden's coming away. It was Evening when he 
came, to Court, and being engaged with the Princeſs, 
Lſaw him not that Night, 1 had obſeryed Wan 
| | ulual 
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uſual Melancholy in that young Princeſs; but ſhe eom- 
plaining of a little Indiſpoſition in her Head, made 
me impute it to that, and prevented my taking ſo 
much Notice of it, as otherwiſe I ſhould have done; 
but the News of the Prince's Favourite's Arrival be- 
ing blazed about the Court, ſhe ſent for me imme- 
diately. I found her on the Bed in ſuch an Agony 
of Grief, that 1 ſhould but leſſen it in an Endeavour 
to repreſent it, — It was a good while before ſhe was 
able to ſpeak to me, though ſhe attempted it ſeveral 
Times, and it was with the utmoſt Difficulty ſhe at 
laſt brought out theſs Words: = Pity me! pity me, 
Bellraiza ! — Deareſt Couſin, pity me /-——She would 
have proceeded, but the ſtruggling Paſſions of her Soul 
ſtopped her Utterance, and Sighs, accompanied with 
a Torrent of Tears, had alone the Power of Inform- 
ing me ſhe laboured under ſome very great Affliction. 
The Surpriſe 1 was in to ſee her in this Manner, did 
not hinder me from endeavouring to conſole her ; but 
when I entreated her to reveal what it was diſturbed 
her, ſhe ſeemed poſſeſſed with an Addition of Diſ- 
quiet. Preſs me no more (ſaid ſhe, with a Counte- 
nance which, without the Help of Words, ſufficiently 
expreſſed the Diſtreſs of her Soul) the Misfortune I 
am fallen under, nor Earth, nor Heaven can relieve 
me from : Why then ſhould 1 affliti you with the 
Knowledze of it? The Accent in which ſhe ſpoke this, 
touched me to the Heart: I tenderly loved her, and 
could not bear to ſee her thus, and be ignorant of the 
Cauſe ; | fell on my Knees by the Bed- ſide, and kiſſing 
her Hand, and bathing it in my Tears, which now 
tell aſt as her's, conjured her by all the Friendſhip ſhe 
had favoured me with, to let me into the cruel Secret 
of her Sorrows. I cannot, — muſt not, — dare not 
tell you, anſwered ſhe. O Heavens! interrupted I, 
what can have happened to Zatilda (for that was her 
Name) that Bellraizia muſt nat know ? Nay (con- 
tinued I). I think you ſaid you dare not ſpeak it; — and 
I kave juſt Cauſe to fear you doubt my Truth, if longer 
you refuſe to give me leave to join with you in your 
| | Com- 
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Complainings. No, no ( reſumed ſhe, haſtily) yy 
have no Cauſe to mourn, — Fate is about to give you 
all you can deſire ; therefore I'll not detain you from 
the dear Preſence of the Prince who adores you, and 
whom juſtly you eſteem . I ſent for you but to tale 
my laſt Farewell, for he aſſured Til not out - live this 
Night: No (purſued ſhe, raiſing her Eyes to Hea- 
ven, as though ſhe meant to accuſe the Gods for her 
Misfortunes) no, 1 ne'er will live to ſee To-morrow' 
hated Dawn, this Night ſhall put an End to curſed 
Zatilda's Miſery and Shame. It would be impoſſible 
for me to expreſs either my Confuſion at x firſt 
Part of her Diſcourſe, or the Agonies I felt at the 
Reſolution which ſhe cloſed it with : The ſudden 
Tremblings which ſeized her, and the viſible Altera- 
tion in her Countenance when ſhe named the Prince, 
gave me ſome little faint Idea, that it was he who 
had been ſo fatal to her Repoſe, and in ſo ſurpriſing 
a Juncture was not Miſtreſs of Preſence enough of 
Mind to be able to reſolve in what Manner 1 ſhould re. 
ply.— While I was pauſi ng, ſne had been endeayour- 
ing to recollect herfelf ; and perhaps believing ſne 
had faid too much, was willing to break off any far- 
ther Converſation, — I ſee, cried ſhe, I ſee (with an 
Infinity of Concern for having occaſioned it) how nearly 
the * yon find me in has touched yon. Pardon it, 
1 beſeech you, my dear Bellraizia ! tis the laſt Trouble 
you will ever receive from the unfortunate Zatilda :— 
Remember me, I conjure you (added ſhe, 8 preſ⸗ 
ſing my Hand) and when you are poſſeſſed of all your 
Soul is fond of in Mulyzeden's Court, think he cannot 
love yon more than I have done And then (per- 
ceiving I was ſilent, for indeed 1 had not yet the 
Power of Speech, ſo much had Amazement locked 
up all my Senſes) Go (continued ſhe) I will w 
longer affift you with the Sight of Woe, it is not in 

our Power to remedy : Go, go, and be bleſſed with Mu- 
yzeden ! The Heſitation with which ſhe till pro- 


nounced that Name, confirmed me that my Con- 


jectures had but too real a Foundation; and at laſt 
getting 
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etting Leave from the Whirl of Thought which that 
lief had at the firſt involved me in, 1: is not in 
Nature (anſwered I) for Bellraizia to know what Fe- 
licity is, when Zatilda refuſes to be Partaker of it; that 
Prince you ſpeak of, deſerving as he is, had never the 
Power to rival you in my Affections; — nor ſhall my 
Uncle, my Father, his ardent Paſſion, or my own Vow, 
oblige me to become his Wife, if you approve not of it. 
She would by ſome faint Arguments have perſwaded 
m2 to believe, there was nothing ſhe more deſired 
than to ſee me Princeſs of Fex; but ſhe was ſo little 
accuſtomed to Hypocriſy, that I eaſily diſtinguiſhed 
her Heart was far from aſſenting to what her Tongue 
had uttered, and that all the Pains ſhe took, was but 
to diſguiſe a Truth her Modeſty could not ſuffer her 
to wifh diſcloſed. But I, who was not able to bear 
to /ee, much leſs to leave her in this Anxiety, preſſed 
her ſo home, that at length I wreſted the Secret from 
her Breaſt, and found it as I imagined. I had ſeveral 
Meſſages from Mualyzeden, while I was employed in 
comforting her, to let me know, that this long: 


| expected Friend was now arrived, and that they bot 


waited at my Appartment; but 1 ſtill ſent Excuſes, 
and at laſt a plain Denial, that I would not be ſeen 
that Night, The King being told of his Daughter's 
Indiſpoſition, came alſo into her Chamber; and ſee- 
ing me there, told me the Prince of Fez depended 
on the Performance of my Promiſe of marrying him 
the next Day, To which I anſwered, that with his 


Majeſty's Permiſſion, I would defer it till the Prin- 


ceſs Zatilda ſhould be enough recovered to be Witneſs 
of the Ceremony. He ſeemed obliged at the Concern 
I expreſſed for her, and told me, That if my Father 
and the Prince would be ſo content, he would not 
oppoſe what I deſired, Zatilda looked on me while 
I was ſpeaking in this Manner to her Father, with a 
Mixture of Aſtoniſhment and Joy, but durſt not ex- 
preſs any Part of what ſhe thought before him, leſt. 
the Secret ſhould be as liable to bis Suſpicion, as ſhe 
knew it had been to mine: But the Moment be had 
| e 
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left the Room, demanded of me impatiently what it 


was I meant, by requeſting to delay the Marriage. 


mean, aid 1, by protracting, to ſhift it off entirely, 
How ! (cried ſhe, with a Voice which expreſſed the 
higheſt CTY is is then poſſible you do not low 
him! Not half enough to make yen unhappy (replied 
I) To repeat the thouſand Acknowledgments, the 
Kiſſes, the Embraces, ſhe gave me at this Declaration, 
would but tire you; it ſhall ſuffice to ſay the Night 
was taken up with them, and the Study what Means 
ſhould be made uſe of to diſappoint Mulyzeden of his 
Hopes of me, and turn the Courſe of his Affections 
where they were with more Zeal deſired. We had a 
thouſand Inventions, but none ſeemed plauſible 
enough to be approved, and the enamoured Princeſs 
was obliged to content herſelf with the en Af. 
ſurances, that neither Force nor Entreaty ſhould pre- 
vail on me to make her miſerable by my yielding to 
be his Wife, and leave to Time and Chance to work 
for her, in changing the Sentiments he had for me 
to her \drentage, | | 
Wurd Morning came, I left her in a much bet- 
ter Condition of Repoſe than that in which 1 had 
found her, and retired to my own Appartment nota 
little fatisfied to have an Opportunity of reflecting on 
what I had done, The Advantage I propoſed to my- 
ſelf in being the Wife of a Prince ſo accompliſhed as 
Mulyzeden, was too great for me to think of quit- 
ting without ſome Concern ; and the Promiſe which 
my Love to Zatilda had obliged me to make her of 
doing ſo, I foreſaw would be yery difficult for me to 
make good : I very well knew, that my Father would 
fly into the utmoſt Extremity of Rage againſt me, 
when once he ſhould find an Intention in me to op- 
-* his Inclinations, Beſides, | could not help having 
ome little Commiſeration for a Prince who loved me 
with ſo high a Degree of Paſſion, that the Loſs of 
me might probably deprive him of his Life, As | 
was reyolying on this Manner, my Page brought me 
Word he waited for Admittance : I was fen _ 
ny | | m 
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muſt haye heard of the Petition I had made the King 
the Night before, for delaying the Nuptials till Za- 
tilda's Recovery, and expected he would reproach the 
little Regard I ſhewed for him, with as much Vehe- 
mence as his Reſpe& would give him Leave ; but as 
that would be the moſt plauſible, nay, indeed, the 
only Pretence I could make, I refolyed to have Re- 
courſe to no other, I found I was not miſtaken : 
The Moment he entered the Room, I read in his Eyes 
the Diſcontent of his Soul; and though he approached 
me with the moſt perfect Humility, yet there was 
ſomething in his Air which told me, before he ſpoke, 
that he thought himſelf ill treated. 1 had little to ſay 
in Vindication of what I had done, ſince if I had really 
been poſſeſſed of that Warmth of Paſſion he had en- 
deavoured to inſpire, and which I had often feigned 
to make him eaſy, no Conſideration would have been 
of Force to have engaged me to break the Promiſe I 
had made of being his, the very Moment that his 
Friend was arrived, Beſides, the Princeſs's Indiſpo- 
ſition was looked upon ſo flight, that (as Lovers are 
_— induſtrious to torment themſelyes) he ima- 
gined it was by my Deſire ſhe only counterfeited it, 
on purpoſe to give me an Excufe for delaying what 
I had no Inclination to perform. He expreſſed him- 
ſelt on this Head in Terms ſo moving, and complained 
of my Indifference, and the cruel Pleaſure 1 took in 
making him unhappy,that though 1 was farther from a 
Paſlion for him, than, till I knew what 'twas to love 
in Reality, I was ſenſible of my ſelf, yet I had a 
Softneſs in my Soul which gave me Agonies inex- 
preſſible, for being obliged by ſoiſevere a Neceſſity 
to reduce him to ſuch Deſpair : But to palliate the 
Matter as well as I could, I told him, as he was not ig- 
norant of the Friendſhip which was between my 
Couſin and myſelf, ne ought not to wonder I denied 
to receive wage Fortune's Smiles would beſtow on 


me, while ſhe was unable to taſte any Joy, — I aſ- 

ſured him ſhe was in a much worſe Condition than 

was generally believed; and finding nothing = 
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would be of Force to perſwade him to Moderation, 
was obliged to renew the Vows 1 had before made 
him, of being his for ever, as ſoon as ſhe was reſtored 
to her former Health, Unhappy Prince! he little ſuſ- 
pected the Equivocation of theſe Words, which when 
1 ſpoke, I knew would be but little to his Advantage; 
for [ reſolved ſhe ſhould continue to feign herſell as 
ſhe was, till ſomething ſhould happen to give a Turato 
this Aﬀair, He appeareda little more ſatisfied than he 


had been, however; and when he was ſo, told me, 


the young Nobleman being now arrived, attended 
my Permiſſion to kiſs my Hands, I, who had as much 
Curioſity to ſee a Perſon I had heard ſo much of, as 
the Chagrin I was in would allow Room for, deſired 
he might be immediately introduced :— But, O Gods! 
with what Emotions did my Boſom ſwell when firſt 
I caſt my Eyes upon him!— 1 will not go about to 
repreſent what 'twas I felt, —'twould be impoſſible !— 
But you, lovely 1dalia! who have ſo much experienced 
what Paſſion is, may gueſs, — Beſides, in my fond 
Judgment, whoever has ſeen the graceful, Form of 
Abdomar, for it was no other, cannot be ſurpriſed to 
hear the Effect it wrought on me. How mean, me- 
thought, did Mulyzeden ſeem! how little in compa- 
riſon with his charming Friend! The Diſorder I had 
been in, while talking to the Prince, ſerved to ſcreen 
that additional one which ſeized me at the Sight of 
the adorable Stranger, from the Obſeryation of them 
both; for the former took it for no other than what 
was occaſioned. by Reflection on what has been ſaid 
to me; and the latter, as he has ſince told me, for a 
Look that was natural to me: Ne found enough in it, 
however, to think agreeable; and it is certain, that 
at this firſt View, the God of ſoft Deſires fixed his 
Arrows in both our Hearts at once: But alas! I was 
not ſo happy to imagine I had made any Impreſſion 
on him, aud Love Was ſcarce a Moment older than 
Deſpair, — It was now that I began to pity poor 24 · 
zilda's Caſe, for having entertained a Paſſion for 2 
Prince, who ſeemed ſo little in a Capacity of re- 
| turning 
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turning it, much more than was in my Power to 


do before I felt the ſame, It is not to be expreſled, 
it is not ro be imagined, what I endured while they 
were preſent; but (much for my Eaſe, who longed 
for an Opportunity of — the new Sentiments 
] was poſſeſſed with) they ſtayed not long, perhaps 
thinking a Morning Viſit might be troubleſome, eſpe- 
cially to a Perſon who, that they might do ſo, had 
informed them ſhe took but little Repoſe the Night 
before, But, oh! how little do they know their 
Paſſion's Force, who think to conquer it, by reflectin 
on the Difficulties that are likely to oppoſe it ! —A 
that might be inflicted on me from the Indignation 
of my Royal Uncle, my Father, or the juſt Reſent- 
ment of the injured Mulyzeden, ſeemed light to me, 
if by my Sufferings I could purchaſe the leaſt Share 
in his Affections, who was now dearer to me than 
the whole World beſides, But the moſt, and in- 
deed the only dreadful Conſideration was, that ſhould 
he ever gueſs at the Inclinations I had for him, he 
would be ſo far from thinking himſelf obliged to 
them, that he would rather hate me for the Ingra- 
titude I was guilty of to a Prince he fo infinitely. 
loved, I thought myſelf now in a much worſe Con- 
dition than Zatilda was, becauſe I had not only the 
Weight of my own Troubles to ſupport, but was 
alſo loaded with thoſe my ill Fate obliged me to in- 
flit on Mulyzeden, whom, though it was not my De- 
ſtiny to love, I could not but have a very tender Regard 
for, And ſure, never was a Soul ſo torn as mine: 
I ſaw the two Perſons, for whom I had the greateſt 
Friendſhip, about to be reduced to the laſt Degree of 
Miſery on my Account; the one becauſe 1 did not 
love him, and the other becauſe I was beloved ; while 
I myſelf yainly ſtruggled with the Violence of a Paſ- 
fron which I had then no more Hopes of being ſuc- 
ceſsful in, than 1 had of being able to overcome it. 
Confuſed and wild with. theſe different Agitations, 
my Brain grew giddy, and Apprehenſion ſuch a Tor- 
ment, that I could no longer bear it: I flew _ 
tilda's 
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tiida's Appartment, and found ſome little Eaſe in 
pouring out my Diſcontents on the Boſom of that 
Richfu Friend. She, who beſides the Kindneſs ſhe 
ever had for me, thought herſelf ſo infinitely obliged 
to me, for the Promiſe I had made of reſigning my 
Right in Adulyxeden to her, did all ſhe could to give 
me Conſolation; but though ſhe truly commiſerated 
my unhappy State, yet I could eaſily perceive ſhe was 
not ſo much diſſatis fied, as ſhe pretended, at the Rela. 
tion 1 made her how much I was influenced by the 
Charms of Abdomar. Nor indeed was it natural to 
believe ſhe ſhould, ſince this new Paſſion was a more 
convincing Aſſurance that 1 would neyer be the Wife 
of Mulyzeden, than all the Vows 1 had made, It 
afforded, however, buta very ſmall Portion of Con. 
tentment to either of us to know we were not Ri- 
vals in the ſame Affections, ſince ſuch indiſſoluble 
Difficulties appeared to oppoſe both our Wiſhes, as 
left us not the leaſt room to hope either would be 
able to obtain them. | 

Fon ſeveral Days Zatilda, as we had agreed, ſtill 
keeping her Chamber: Her Indiſpoſition was a tole- 
rable Excuſe for my putting off the Nuptials ; but 
the Phyſicians appointed to attend her, giving in 
their Verdict that ſhe was in Reality afflicted with 
no other Diſeaſe than Melancholy, not only my Fa- 
ther and Mulyxeden, who, for different Reaſons, had 
all this while been ſufficiently impatient, but alſo the 
King began to exert his Authority, and told me, 
that neither my Daughter's, nor his own ill Humour, 
ſhould any louger be aPretence for affronting a Prince, 
whoſe Alliance was an Honour to all out Family, 
Judge what a Blow this was! — what a Cruſh to our 
Reſolutions !——Z2Zacilda,as ſoon as ſhe was informed 
of it, cried out, 1am undone . in ſpite of all you 
have promiſed me, in ſpite of your own 2 Inclina- 
tions, you will be forced to be the Prince's Wife! | 
was no leſs diſtracted, for Death would now have been 
leſs dreadful to me than AMulyxeden's Bed; yer, by 


what Means I ſhould ayoid it, without a plain De- 
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nial, and boldly daring the Rage of all thoſe who had 
the Power over me, I could not, for the Soul of me, 
imagine. But Paſſion, when it is violent like mine, 
is never unaccompanied by Courage: J reſolved ra- 
ther to defy all Dangers, than yield to an Embrace, 
which even the Idea of was now grown odious, or 
make my dear Zatilda wretched, by utterly m__— 
her of even a Poſſibility of ever being otherwiſe, We 
aſs'd our Hours for the moſt part _— not only 
cauſe to talk of our mutual Misfortunes was a 
the Conſolation that either of us enjoy'd, but alſo be- 
cauſe I would avoid the Preſence of Mulyzeden as 
much as poſlible z not but he ſometimes vilited her, 
but then he always ſent to defire to know if he 
might have Permiſſion, and I took care to retire into 
another Room, and by that Means eſcaped the Perſe- 
cution it was to me to hear his Complaints, This 
I did ſo often, and he being told by ſome of the At- 
tendants that I was there, tho” he had not the Liberty 
of ſeeing me, that one Day he took an effectual Me- 
thod to prevent me from concealing myſelf as 1 had 
done, without being guilty of a. Rudeneſs unbecom- 
ing my Character: He ſent a Gentleman with his 
Duty to the two Princeſſes, who he knew were to- 
gether, entreating the Favour of them to continue ſo, 
and allow of his Preſence, having ſomething to com- 
municate to them both, My Couſin and I look'd on 
one another, while this Meflage was delivering, with 
a good deal of Surprize; but it being her Place to 
anſwer, ſhedid in theſe Words : Let your Prince know, 
ſaid ſhe, that I ſhould take it ill if he ſhould have ſo 
indifferent an Opinion of my Judgment, as not to aſſure 
himſelf of Welcome here, whenever he has a leiſure 
Hour to afford us his Converſation. — As for my Cou- 
lin, he is doubtleſs ſatisfied in her Inclinations, =— Ma- 
dam (interrupted I, affecting a gay Air) if he is not, 
I know of no Perſon on Earth ſo proper to complain to 
as yourſelf, who, on all Occaſions, are ſo much his 
Friend, I ſpoke this, becauſe I knew that though he 
extremely reſpected her before, yet, ſince · my defers 
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ing the Marriage, he had conceived a ſecret Spite 


againſt her, as imagining, though for what Reaſon he 


could not dive into, ſhe had been the Cauſe, And 
then addreſſing myſelf to the Perſon he had ſent, told 
him, he might inform his Maſter, he had ſeen me 
with the Princeſs, where I deſigned to remain ſome 


Time, and ſhould be very well pleaſed if he would 


come and join Company with us; which he aſſuring 
us he would do immediately, withdrew. 

- Bo TH Zatilda and myſelf were of Opinion, that 
the Buſineſs he had to communicate was no other 
than the old Story of my Unkindneſs, and growin 
more preſuming, on the Part which the King ſeem' 
to take in his Intereſt, ſent in this particular Manner 
on purpoſe to oblige me to give him Audience, which 
of late, as I have already told you, I had avoided as 
much as poſſible, Zatilda was beginning to conſider 
in what Manner ſhe ſhould anſwer him, in caſe he 
ſhould deſire her, as ſhe imagin'd he would, to inte- 
reſt herſelf in this Aﬀair, when he enter'd the Room : 
After the firſt Civilities were over, Madam, ſaid he 
to me, 1 have Reaſon to believe that Fortune having 
began ber Perſecutions to me in your cruet Coldneſs, 
deſigns to continue them in depriving me of every ihing 
which could afford me Conſolation : Abdomar, that 
Friend, whom next to the adorable Bellraizia had the 


_ greateſt Share in my Heart, of late avoids my Preſence, 
 ſhuns my Careſſes, and when I ast the Cauſe, replies 


not but with Sighs. This Morning, preſſing with all 
ihe Earneſineſs of Friendſhip, to which 1 joyn'd Com- 
mands, to know what had occaſion'd this ſo ſudden 
Change, after a thouſand Evaſions, which he found 


were vain, he told me with an Account which ſpoke at 


once Deſpair, and Grief, and Horror, his Lite was 
mine, but not this Secret. I thought this Anſwer as 
far from Juſtice, as it was from Kindneſs, and let him 
know 1 had not been guilty of thoſe Reſerves to 


him, which, between Souls united, as I had belie- 


ved ours, were treaſonable to the Laws of Friendſhip. 


Words 


Our Tempers, both too liable to Paſſion, a few hot 
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Words enflam'd, and he departed from my Chamber, 
This Uſage, tho' it much troubles me, I could for- 
give from Abdomar ; but he, it ſeems, is not ſo re- 
concileable. About an Hour ſince he ſent a Letter 
by his Page, which pleaſe to judge his Meaning of, 
In ſpeaking theſe Words, he delivered me the Paper, 
which, at his Deſire, I read aloud. The Contents of 
it ſtruck me too deeply not to be fix*d in my Remem- 
brance, and were in this Manner 


T. 


To Prince MULYZEDEN. 


Y Preſence being no way ſerviceable to yon in 

Barbary, and the Repoſe of my future Life call- 
ing me with the utmoſt Expedition to Fez, I bhumbly en- 
treat your Permiſſion to return thither. I know better 
what is owing to my Duty, and the Obligations you have 
heaped upon me, than to oppoſe your Will ; but hope the 
ſame Goodneſs, to which I already ſtand ſo far engaged, 
will influence you not to command my Stay, ſince my im- 
mediate Departure is abſolutely neceſſary to prevent me 
from being . 


The moſt miſerable of your Slayes, 


ABDOMAR, 


Tar Concern which this unexpected Shock gave 
me, and which was impoſſible for me wholly to con- 
ceal, was not a little obliging to the unſuſpecting 
Mulyzeden, who imagin'd it ſprung only ou diy Ac- 
count, eſpecially when I told him, That I thought it 
the higheſt Piece of Ingratitude imaginable ; and that 
he would be blam'd by the whole World for his too 
great Condeſcenſion, if he granted the Requeſt he 
made: hat, ſaid I, has he found ſo diſobliging in the 
Court of Barbary ,that ſhould make him ſo impatient to re- 
move from it ? Or what Engagements can he have left be- 
hind him in Fez equal to thoſe he has to his Prince, who 
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has bought his utmoſt Services at a Price ſo noble as his 
Friendſhip. Zatilda joined in all I ſaid on this Score; 
but * who, in ſpite of his Reſentment, had 


the moſt tender Friendſhip for him imaginable, tho 
he could not but approve of our Reaſons, could not 
be influenced by them ſo far as to force his Stay, if 
Perſuaſions would not win him. After a long Con- 
verſation he told me, he had a Favour to entreat of 
me, the Grant of which would infinitely oblige him; 
which haviog aſſur'd him 1 would, if in my Power, 
he inform'd me, That he beliey'd it would not be im- 
proper if I ſeemed a little intereſted in this Affair, 
and took npon me to enquire of Abdomar the Rea- 
ſons of his Deſire to leave us. Perhaps, ſaid he, his 
Complaiſance for a Princeſs of your Accompliſhments may 
influence him to reveal more than 1 have been able to 
draw from him, You may believe I did not heſitate 
much to promiſe what he deſir'd: 1 was not a little 
ſatisfied to have an Opportunity of converling ſo 
freely with Abdomar; and beginning to know what 
Jealouſy inflicts, fancying it could be no other Rea- 
ſon than the Calls of Love, which made him regard- 
leſs of every thing beſide, preſently flatter'd myſelf 
with a ſecret Hope I ſhould be able to diſcover ſome- 
thing by his Words or Geſtures which would give me 
Colour for oppoſing his Return, — 1 granted the 
Requeſt which Mulyxeden made me with a Willing- 
neſs which ſeem'd to baniſh Part of his Chagrin ; and 
telling me he would ſend no Anſwer to Abdomar 
till I had firſt ſpoke to him, took his Leave with a 
Satisfaction much greater than 1 had ſeen in his 
Countenance fince the Time.of my firſt putting off 
the Marriage.: But when his Abſence had given me 
an Opportunity, how did I indulge Deſpair and Jea- 
louſy ! how did I.reproach Zatilaa for accuſing her 


ill Fate, ſince my own appeared by ſuch infinite De- 
grees more dreadful! tho' as every one looks on 
their own Misfortunes through a magnifying Glaſs, 
ſhe could not be he ag yield me the Pre-emi- 
the Night was paſs'd in = 
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kind of Converſation, and the. Remainder in contem- 
lating on the Intricacy of this Aﬀair, which, indeed, 
From the Beginning, promis'd nothing but, Confu- 
ion. For my part, it had been many Nights ſince 
1 knew what it was to ſleep in b but ha- 
ving this added to my other Diſquiets, of loſing, in 
all Probability, for ever the Sight of all I wiſh'd 
to look on, fill'd me with ſuch mortal 1 as 
the moſt elegant Deſcription of would make appear 
but mean in Compariſon of what in reality they 
were, Tir'd with my uneaſy Bed, I roſe much ear- 
lier than was my Cuſtom ; and becauſe I would avoid 
the Morning Salutations which the Court thought it 
their Duty to pay me, and which, with all other 
Formalities of State, were now grown troubleſome, 
1 went into. the Palace-Garden wichout any Atten- 
dants, leaving Orders with them not to tell Prince 
Mulyzeden, my Father, or any other Perſon, were J 
was, It was not a Time for the Walks to be fre- 
vented, and I rambled up and down without being 
accoſted by any one, till growing a little weary, 1 
went into a Grotto, which was order'd ſo, as to 
have many little Appartments in it, which run wind- 
ing one out of another like a Labyrinth, and might 
entertain ſeveral Companies without being known by 
each other to be there. I was ſcarce ſet down, be- 
fore I heard a murmuring Sound of Voices, that 
ſeemed earneſt in Diſcourſe ; but whole they were, 
or what was the Subject of their Converſation, I 
was not able to diſtinguiſh, It is impoſſible for any 
one to be leſs inquiſitive into the Aﬀairs of others 
than I am at all Times, but eſpecially then, when 1 
was ſo much taken up, and perplex'd with my own: 
I fat for ſome Moments without ſo much as a 
Thought what they might be, till one of them rai- 
ſing his Voice ſomewhat higher than he had done, 
l heard the Name of Abdomar repeated. That Sound, 
indeed, was ſufficient to rouze me from a Lethargy, 
been in one, I left the Place I was in, and 
drawing nearer as ſoftly as . could, ſoon found it was 
3 no 
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no other than he, whom Prince Mulyzeden had 
drawn thither on purpoſe to engage him to diſcloſe the 
Secret he had been ſo deſirous knowing ; for pre. 
ſently I heard him ſpeak theſe Words : Say no more, 
Abdomar (ſaid he) ſay no more: I am now convinced 
that all the Friendſhip thou ever pretendeſt to me, was 
but to flatter me; the Names of Prince, Patron, 
Friend, but Words of Courſe, and had no other Mean- 
ing than to pleaſe me with the Sound. Sir, I conjure 

you, do not rend my Soul (replied Abdomar) with ſuch 
unjuſt Suſpiciens ; by Heaven, by all that we adore 
above, or love below, your Friendſhip is the only Pride, 
the only Joy, the only Hofe, 1 have on Earth; and 
when 1 forfeit that, I muſt be curs'd beyond my Ene- 
mies extremeſt Malice. Why then (reſum'd the Prince) 
doſt thou conceal this Secret from me? No, 1 never will 
believe thou loveſt me, till 1cbrain this Proof, —— 1 know 
too well thy honeſt generous Nature to imagine it cau 
be ought thou would /t be aſham'd to own, but if it 
were, to me thou might'ſt diſcloſe it. Humanity 
is liable to Failings, and if ſome ſtealing Vice has una- 
wares crept into thy unguarded Wiſhes, I ſhall not cen- 
ſure it with ſuch Severity as thou thyſelf wouldſt da, 
having far more, and greater of my own, —— O Sir, 
forbear (cry'd the other) you are too God-like good. 
your wond'rous Condeſcenſion to an unworthy Slave 
makes me more hateful to myſelf. — Believe it, my moſt 
honour'd Prince, the Crime you would diſcover, is of [0 
black a Kind, you cou'd not know it without Deteſia- 
tion: This once favour'd Abdomar, by you and by all 
Mankind muſt be contemn'd, abhorr'd; and if there 
were a Puniſhment more terrible, that, that wou'd be 
inflifted on me. Thy Words (interrupted Mulyzeden) 
amazing as they are, can never male me think thou 
could ſt be guilty of a Crime I cou d not pardon. Hadſi 
thou conſpir'd againſt my Life, half this Penitence would 
more than waſh the Stain: But I will no far- 
ther preſs thee, keep ftill the Secret in thy burde#'d 
— but let me keep thee with me: Do not leave me, 
and 1 will ask no more. O unjuſt Gods (cry d Abdomar, 
= in 
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in a Voice that teſtified the utmoſt Horror) why am 1 
made this Wretch ? — why doom'd to bear more than a 
mortal Sufferance can ſuſtain ? why am 1 forc'd, 
againſt my Inclinations, to wrong ſuch Royal Goods 
neſs ? Strike, ſtrike me dead with your avenging 
Thunders !— Lightnings blaſt me !— Earth open wide, 
and ſwallow me at once ! — Snatch, ſnatch me, Fiends, 
and bear me quick to Hell ! — There's not a Devil there ſo 
damn d as I !—— But hold (continu'd he) theſe Coward- 
like Complaints avail not toeraſe my foul Ingratitude, my 
horrid Perjury : I have the Means myſelf to end 
my Tortures, and chaſtiſe my Crimes. Thus, thus, my 
Prince, I vill revenge you on your worſt of Foes. 

WI T H theſe Words, as I was afterwards inform'd, 
he drew a Dagger from his Side, and was about to 
plunge it in his Breaſt ; but Mulyzeden, who, by the 
Beginning of thoſe Exclamations, gueſs'd they would 
not ceaſe without ſome Act of Deſparation, was quick 
enough to prevent him; and wreſting from him the 
fatal Weapon,ſpoke in a low and melancholy Accent, 


et loud enough for me to underſtand what he ſaid, 
in this Manner: It is enough, Abdomar, it is enough; 


Tneed no more to make me gueſs at your Misfor- 
tune; — 1 am too well aſſur d of your Honour to 
believe you wou'd injure a Prince who loves you, by 
any Att ia which your Will had part : — No, no, 
the Crime which has occaſion'd this Deſpair, is an invo- 
luntary one, — There are no Rules, alas ! to limit Love, 
and I muſt learn to be inſenſible of Bellraizia's Charms 
myſelf, before I refuſe my Pity to another, who has ſelt 
their Influence, Tho' I liſten'd with all the Attention 
I was able, I cou'd not hear one Word after this for 
the Space of ſeveral Minutes; and when I did, it was 
in ſuch broken Sentences, that had I not heard the 
Beginning of their Converſation, I cou'd have form'd 
no poſitive Judgment to what the latrer Part of it 
tended, till Mulyxeden, who I found was about to 
leave him, ſpoke as he went out of the Grotto in 
this Manner: Well, Abdomar, ſaid he, 1ſhall no more 
difturb you in the Enjoyment of a Solituds which you 
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Prefer to the Society of a Prince who loves yon; only 
remember this, That there is a mighty Difference be- 
teen Crimes enforced by a compulſive Fate, and thoſe 
- which we are guilty of meerly thro' the Obſtinacy of our 

own Will: The unhappy Paſſion you lament, is not your 
Fault, but your Misfortune ; but if you offer to lay 
violent Hands on your own Life, yon not only antici- 
pate the Decrees of Heaven, but injure me in the moſt 
tender Part, by depriving me of a Subject J eſteem the 
moſt capable of ſerving me, and commit a Sin unpar- 
donable both by the Gods and me, By good Luck for 
me, who ſhould have been ſtrangely confus'd, had ei. 
ther the Prince or Abdomar known I had been Wit- 
neſs of this Diſcourſe, the former went from the 
Grotto through another Paſſage, which led to a lower 
Garden, leaving that I was in entirely free for me to 
retire, which 1 did, with all the Expedition 1 could, 
fearing leſt Abdomar, who I found till continu'd where 
he was, ſhould come out haſtily and diſcover me. 
I walk'd a Turn or two in a fine green Alley adjoin- 
ing to it, ruminating on what had paſt 2 — I cannot 
bur ſay,itwas with an Infinity of Tranſport that 1 was 
eas'd of thoſe Rackings of Jealouſy which [ bad en- 
dured ſince 1 heard of his Impatience to return to 
Fez, and that ſo contrary to my' Hopes and Ex- 
pectations, he felt the ſame tumultuous Emotions 
Which Deſire creates, as had invaded me from the firſt 
Moment Mulyzeden brought him to my Preſence; 
but then the Goodneſs, the Generoſity of that unhap- 
py Prince, injur'd by thoſe in whom he moſt conh- 
ded, reproach'd me with Ingratitude and Falſhood : 
The Senſe of his Sufferings ſo truly touched me, that 
methought I could have * a Violence to my own 
Paſſion to have made him happy. —— But then my 
Friendſhip to Zatilda, or J fancy'd it was that (be- 
cauſe I was aſham'd to own even to myſelf that Love 
had ſo far influenc'd me) which check'd the Growth 
of ſuch an Inclination before I ſcarce could feel it ri- 
ſing in me, But to which of theſe two Motiyes it was 
my future Behaviour was owing, I will leave Idalia to 

the Liberty of judging, - iy 


# 
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I had not long indulg'd my Meditations before 1 
ſaw cloſe by me the Perſon who took up the greateſt 
Part of them: The half-diſtrafted Abdomar, with 
Head declin'd, and folded Arms, had left the Grotto, 
and was coming down the Walk in which I was; 
the Confuſion of both our Thoughts had prevented 
us from ſeeing one another till we were very near. 
The Start he gave at diſcovering me, ſufficiently aſ- 
ſured me he met me not with Deſign, as did his 
offering, after he had made me a low Bow, to turn 
away into another Walk: But my Tove inſpired me, 
at that Time, with a Boldneſs which I have a thou- 
ſand Times ſince wondered at; and preſently remem- 
bring the Requeſt Malyxeden had made me the Day 
before, reſolved to make that my Excuſe for enter- 
taining the Man, for a Moment of whoſe Conver- 
ſation I could almoſt: have hazarded my Life : And 
calling after him, —— My Lord, ſaid I, you do very 
wiſely in ſhunning the Preſence of a Princeſs you are 
about ſo highly to diſoblige. How! Madam (cry'd the 
ſurpriz'd Abdomar, endeavouring as much as poſſible 
to throw off his Chagrin) were there a Poſſibility of 
my being guilty of a Crime like that, I ſhould 'deſerve 
far worſe than is in the Power of a Goodneſs ſo arvine 
as yours to inflitt, — but ſince you have tax'd me with 
it, permit me to entreat the Cauſe: The Cauſe is plain 
(reſum'd 1, counterfeiting a Gaiety which was far 
from my Humour) if Prince Mulyzeden has not 
wrong'd you in his Report, you grow weary of us, and 
are impatient to return to Fez, The ſhort Time 1 have 
been here (reply'd he gravely) has ſhewn me ſo much 
to admire, that if there were a perfect Heaven to be 
found on Earth, it is in the Court of Barbary 1 
ſhould 8 it; and 'tis ſo much my Misfortune, that I 
am oblig'd by an indiſpenſible Nereſſivy to leave it, that 1 


wuch doubt it never will be in my Power to eraſe the 
Melancholy it - occaſions. Did you in reality think 
(ſaid I) what your Complaiſance obliges yon to ſay, no- 
Conſiderations would be of Force to take you from a Prince 
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Who cannot be happy when you are not with him. Abdo- 
mar did not immediately make any Anſwer to theſe 
Words; and I, who ſtrictly obſerv'd all his Motions, 
perceiy'd this Pauſe was occaſion'd by the Suppref. 
fion of ſome Sighs which,endeavouring to vent them- 
ſelves,had well nigh ſuffocated bim ; but having at laſt 
got the Victory over them, I am ſo little capable of be- 
ang ſerviceable to my Prince, Madam (ſaid he) on any 
Score, that without being guilty of an Injuſtice to him- 
ſelf, he cannot regret my Abſence ; tho if it were 
otherwiſe, he will ſoon be put in Poſſeſſion of a Bleſſing 
which will leave no room for any ſecond Wiſh : What- 
cer this World can boaſt, cannot be worth one Thought 
from him, who has all Heaven in the Divine Bellrai- 
zia! But till that Day, at leaſt (anſwer'd I, ſmiling) 
You ought not to forſake him, and who can tell how 
long aSpaceof Time may be between this Inſtant now, 
andthat? You look with Wonder in your Countenance 
(continu'd I, perceiving him ſurpriz'd ) but knowing 
you ſo [triftly devoted to your Prince, I long have wiſh'd 
to diſcourſe you on this Theme, and ſhould be more ob- 
liged than Words can thank you for, would you endea- 
wour to divert his Thoughts from one who cannot love 
him, nor but with Horror unconceivable can ever yield 
to be his Wife. —— Not love him, Madam (inter- 
rupted he] Grant Heaven my Ears deceive me! 
not lovs a Prince who has all the Perfeftions that Man 
can boaſt * a Prince who dies for you ! and to whom. 
have given ſo many Aſſurances you would.reward 

is Paſſion! === "Twas. by my. Father's and the King's 
Commands (reſum'd 1) for know, my Heart had ne- 
ver part in what I jaid,. nor ſhall their Power oblige 
me longer to diſguiſe the Truth: I cannot love, and 
there fore will not conſent to Hold, Princeſs (cry'd 


the generous Abdomar, tranſported with Grief and 


Amazement) - 1 conjure you by the Gods, recal that raſh 
Reſolve, which elſe too late Conſideration will enforce 
you to repent : =—— Where, in the Race of Man, can 


here be found a Worth-like Muly zeden's 2 — The ſtricteſ 
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Honour, Juſtice, Truth, and Goodneſs, are the Ingredients 
of his God-like Soul! Then for his Form, O Princeſs ! is it 
not noble; What a manly Majeſty dwells in his Air? 
What Sweetneſs in his Smiles? And with all this, 
a Love ſo true, ſo perfect, and ſo pure, that which the 
Bleſs'd above regard each other with, is ſcarce ſo free 
from Taint, Had I not been Witneſs of the Conver- 
ſation which had lately paſs'd between him and Muly- 
zeden, I ſhould not have been ſurpriz'd to hear him 
plead in this Manner; but knowing him his Rival, 
the Generoſity of his Soul fill'd me with a Wonder 
equal to my Love; and I mult confeſs, tho? it was 
before at the greateſt Height I then believ'd it could 
arrive, I felt from this Moment an Addition: But 
reſolved to try him farther yet, I own the Merits of 
Prince Mulyzeden (ſaid I coldly ) but if you have ever 
been acquainted with that Paſſion, you well know that it 
is not without Reaſon that the God of it is painted blind, 
Ah ! Madam (interrupted he) can you confeſs the leaſt 
Knowledge what it is to love, yet ſeem inſenſible of it 
for Mulyzeden's Charms? But thus ( continu'd: he 
with an Accent which expreſs'd the utmoſt Earneſt... 
neſs, and falling on his Knees) thus, moſt adorable - 
Bellraizia ! let me entreat you to conſider well, &er you. 
reſolve to make my Prince unhappy think what a 
Breach of Honour and of Juſtice it would be to throw 
him from thoſe high-rais'd Hopes to which your Promiſes 
have exalted him; — think he cannot out · live the cruel 
Certainty of your Unkindneſs, and if not Love, let Pity 
move you never to let this fatal Knowledge reach his 
Ear; — for me, not all the Tortures which the Damn d 
endure ſhould force me to reveal it. Nor, =— 20 r 
need ſt thou, Traitor (cry'd a Voice behind me) my 
Eyes and Fars have but too well inform'd themſelves, . 
and urge methus to Vengeance. With the hearing theſe 
Words, I ſaw the Perſon who ſpoke them was no - 
other than Prince Mulyzeden, who, returning to the 
Palace, had been Witneſs of the Poſture Abdomar was . 
in; and drawing nearer as faſt as he could, heard his 
E 6. a laſt -. 
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laſt Words; which 3 miſconſtruing,tranſport. 
e 


ed him ſo far as to make him draw his Sword, before 


the other had Time to put himſelf in any Poſture of De- 
fence, had he deſign'd it; but he attempted it not, and 


making bare his Breaſt when the Prince run fiercely 


at him, had certainly bury'd the Weapon in his Heart, 
had I not interpos'd. Frighted and confus'd as I was, 
I ſent forth a Shriek which 


might have reach'd a much 
greater Diſtance, than it was to the Centinels which 
were placed at the Garden Gates, and ſtepping be- 
tween them. — Check this raſh Sally of an ungovern'd 
and a cauſleſs Fury (cry'd I to the Prince) or thro 
Bellraizja give the wound You do well, Madam, an- 
fwer'd he, to defend the Man who has declared a Paſ- 
ſoon for you, I wiſh: you had that Charity for all who 
love you. Your Words (reſum'd I) are too myſterious 
for me to comprehend the Meaning of, and all Ican ga- 
ther either from them, or your Behaviour, is to me 
2 and to your Friend injurious, By this Time, 
there was a Crowd of Courtiers and Soldiers about 
us, and my Father, who happen'd to be juſt entring 
the Garden when I call'd out, came up among the 
reſt : He had heard what 1 ſaid to the Prince, and 
caſting a furious Look at me, was about to ſpeak, 
when Mulyzeden prevented him, by ſaying, Sir, I de. 
fire you, whoſe Authority can juſtify the Act, as the 
Story 1 have to tell you will my Accuſation, to order 
that Traitor (pointing to Abdomar) into cloſe Con- 
finement, till a worſe Puniſhment is inflicting on him. 
My Father immediately making a Sign to ſome of 
the Guard, they took him away, which he fubmit- 
ted to with all the Reſignation imaginable. 1 durſt 
not utter the leaſt Word of that Iadignation my Soul 
was full of to Aulyzeden, becauſe of my Father's Pre- 
ſence; but he walking away with the Prince, who 
was impatient to disburden his Boſom of the An- 
guiſh he was poſleſs'd of, I went to Zatilda's Ap- 
partment to communicate to her this Adyenture, and 
Wk her Advice which way 1 ſhould proceed; yer 
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had ſcarce Time to recount it to her, before I receiy'd 

a Meſſage from the King to retire to my own Side, 

and not to ſtir from thence without Permiſſion, —— 

Both the Princeſs and — were extremely ſtartled 
at this unexpected Miſſion; but the Perſon who 

brought it fot leaving the Chamber till I went with 

bim, neither of us had Opportunity to expreſs what 

we thought, 

AFTER I was conducted to my Appartment, I 
found it was my Priſon ; the Perſons who waited on 
me were order'd to admit no Perſons without a par- 
ticular Licence, nor deliver any Letter or Meſſage for 
me without other Orders than my own, Incens'd to 
the greateſt Vehemence my Temper could be rais'd 
to, at hearing this Command, I entreated to ſee my 
Father ; but was told his Rage againſt me was too 
violent to permit me to come into his Preſence, till 
he could bear it with more Calmneſs, — 


As the charming Bellraixia was in this Part of her 
Story, ſhe was interrupted by the ſudden riſing ot a 
Storm, which expreſs'd the utmoſt Fury of the warring 
Elements: At firſt with diſtant Roar the whiſtlin 
Winds but threaten'd Danger, but ſoon the dreadful 
Noiſe came nearer; from every _ of the angry 
Heavens the Tempeſt ſeem'd to blow, and e 
the Pilot's utmoſt Skill and Care: But ſoon there was 
no uſe of either; the horrible Hurricane baffled the 
Sailor's Art, and thoſe who were adventurous enough 
to aim at ſtemming it, paid dearly for their vain At- 
tempt. — At 3 Maſts, Cables, Rudder, all that 
could be defenſive being loſt, the Ship was toſt about 
at Pleaſure of the mounting Waves, which ſometimes 
bore it almoſt to the Skies, and ſometimes daſh'd it 
down ſo low, that thoſe that were abroad. had little 
Hope of riſing, A vaſt Variety of Horror might 
here be ſeen and heard, Numbers of diſtracted Wretch- 
es unfit either to live or die, but frighted at the Ap- 
prehenſions of Death's near Approach, ran up and 
down confus'd, ſome curſing, ſome crying, — No 


Calm 
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Calm appeared but in the Faces of Abdomar, and 
his Bellraixia, and they appeared undaunted but for 
each other's Fate, and ſeemed to comfort themſelves, 
that ſince they muſt die, they ſhould die together, 
As for Idalia, not all the Misfortunes ſhe had endur'd, 
or the little Probability there was that Life ſhould 
afford her any great Portion of Felicity, could en- 
able her to ſupport the Terror of this dreadful Hour 
for it was not much more from the beginning of 
the Storm to the Time in which the Ship, bulging 
againſt a Rock, was daſh'd to Pieces, Moſt of the 
Mariners, as expert as they were in ſwimming, pe- 
riſhed in this watry Deſolation ; but alia, reſerv'd 
to know more and greater Ills than yet ſhe had en- 
dur'd, was miraculouſly preſery'd : In her Fright ſhe 
had catch'd faſt hold of one of the Beams which 
ribb'd the Side of the Ship, which being in the 
dreadful Crack torn off, ſhe clinging round it, was 
plunges at once among the Waves, Who that had 
een Witneſs of this Scene would eyer have believed 
they ſhould have ſeen her alive on Shore? Yet it ſo 
pleas'd Providence, that the Storm, as though it had 
done the Work it was rais'd for, ceas'd immediately 
after, and the Piece of Timber lightly floating bore 
her to the Wreck. of another Ship, which, like that 
ſhe had been in, had ſuffer'd. — The broken Carcaſs 
lay toſſing up and down, and ſtopp'd her further Pro- 
greſs. They were ſo near the Shore, that ſome Peo- 
ple (as 'tis common for thoſe who live by the Sea- 
fide) coming out in Boats either to enrich themſelves. 
by the Ruins of thoſe who have petiſhed, or to afford 
their Help to choſe who are in a Condition of _— | 
it, ſpy'd afar off with Wonder this little Log, whic 
they diſcern'd bore ſomething living on it, and made 
up to it with all the Speed their Oars enabled them :- 
They arrived juſt Time enough to prevent Idalia and 
her Supporter from ſinking, as elſe they muſt inevita- 
bly have done, ſuck'd into the Whirlpool which that 
unwieldy Wreck had made ; and it was with all the 
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Difficulty in the World, and Danger to themſelves, 
that they ſaved her, She was more dead than alive 
when they got her into the Boat; but rowing back 

ain as ſoon as they could, one of the Men, who 
happened to be of a charitable and compaſſionate: 
Diſpoſition, carry'd her in his Arms to alittle Cots 
tage he had juſt by the Sea- ſide.— He had a Wife, 
whoſe Humanity and Goodneſs was much beyond 
what could be expected from People of their Station: 
She undreſs'd her, laid her on a Bed, and us'd the 
utmoſt of her Endeavours to bring her to herſelf,. 
which at length ſhe was ſacceſatul in; and Idalia 
lifting up her Eyes, began to enquire where ſhe was, 
and what happen'd ; for ſhe was capable of remem- 
bring nothing, ſince that dreadful Burſt which tore 
her from her Company : Which when ſhe had been 
inform'd of, and that in all Probability there was not 
a Perſon ſav'd but herſelf, ſhe was 1n the greateſt 
Concern imaginable for the unhappy Fate of Abdomar. 
and Bellraixia. 

SHE coatinued ſome Days too weak to travel; 
and after ſne was in a Condition, could not reſolve. 
in what Manner: Her Beauty had led her into ſo 
many Dangers, that ſhe reſolyed for the future to diſ- 
guiſe her Sex till ſhe ſhould arrive at a Place of Safe - 
if; and n her Deſign of going to Naples, 
thought her beſt Way would be through Rome, being 
now not above thirty Miles from thence, She had a 
String of Diamonds in her Hair the Day ſhe left her 
Father's Houſe, and on her putting on the Habit of a 
Country Girl to eſcape from the Houſe where the 
unknown Perſon had plac'd her, ſhe had ty'd it round 
her Arm under her Sleeve this ſhe gave to her good 
old Hoſt to ſell, knowing it —_ be ſufficient to 


pay him for his Trouble, and defray the Expences of 
r Journey, 

THE poor Fellow honeftly diſcharg'd the Truſt 
repoſed in him, and brought her ſeven hundred 
Crowns; ſome part of which ſhe diſpos'd of in ma- 
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king him and his Wife, a grateful Retribution for their 
Kindneſs; and ſome of it ſhe laid out in furniſhin 
herſelf with Men's Clothes ; the reſt ſhe kept to ſup. 
ply ber in her Travels, But what befel her in them, 
and the Continuance of the Adventures of Abdomar 
and Bellraixia (Who had not periſhed as ſhe imagined) 
muſt be left for the next Part ; which ſhall be the 
laft, and fully conclude the Hiſtory of this unhappy 
Wanderer. 


The End of the Second Part. 


Unfortunate Miſtreſs. 
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O W little are thoſe bleſt with a pa- 
ternal Protection, able to compre- 
hend the thouſand Dangers which 
attend a wandering and unguarded 
State of Lite! The unhappy 1dalia, 
Za accompanied by that honeſt good- 
natured poor Fellow, who had preſerved hes from 
the Sea, had gone above half her Journey to 
Rome without meeting any Oppoſition ; but hap- 
pening to overtake three Gentlemen, who fallin 
into Diſcourſe with her on the Road, had ol 
her, they were travelling that Way, ſhe diſcharg- 
ed her Guide, as believing ſhe ſhould have no fur- 
ther Need of him, Her Men's Clothes, which 
ſhe became exceeding well, ſhe thought was Securi- 
ty enough from any of thoſe Inſults ſhe had of late 
been ſo terrified with, and the Company of theſe 
| | | Gen- 
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Gentlemen from the Danger of loſing her Wap, or 
any other Inconvenience. But alas! as much as ſhe 
imagined ſhe knew of the World, and as great a va. 
riety of Adventures as ſhe had gone through, ſhe 
was now entring into a Misfortune ſhe had not the 
leaſt Notion of: She had not parted from her Con. 
ductor above a quarter of an Hour, before her new 
Companions began to ask her, what her Buſineſs was 
at Rome; how far ſhethad travelled; the Names of 
her Parents; and a thouſand other impertinent Que. 
ſtions, which ſhe was not a little puzzled in what 
Manner to anſwer: But ſhe thought there was no 
great Occaſion for diſguiſing the Story of her Ship. 
wreck, therefore gave them a brief Account of that; 
and asto the reſt of their Enquiries, only told them, 
that her Deſign was for Naples, but having ſuffered 
ſo much by the Uncertainty of the Weather, ſhe 
choſe rather to take ſo long a Journey by Land, than 
truſt any more to the Mercy of the Sea, They did 
not ſeem ſatisfied with this Reply, but preſs'd her 
very much to let them know to what Study ſhe had 
been bred. Lou appear, ſaid one of them, to be a ve 
ry pretty Youth, I] cannot think you are of Quality, 
becauſe” you are without an Equipace, therefore muſi 
imagine your Education has been either for the Gown, 
or the Army. Doubtleſs it is ſo, added the other, and 
you have no Reaſon to conceal the Truth of your Af 
fairs from us, who probably may be of Service to you, 
Ay, reſumed he that ſpoke firſt, that we may, pro- 
wided he has but Reſolution. Harſh: ye (continued he, 
looking on 1dalia) can you handle Arms ? Hare 
you ever learn'd to fence? Interrogatories like theſe 
took from her all Capacity of anſwering ! She grew 
both terrified and amazed, though ſhe knew not the 
Cauſe, till one of them, who ſeemed to be the fierceſt, 


gave her to underſtand they were of thoſe who were 


called the Banditti, and that if ſhe would conſent to 
liſt herſelf among them, ſhe would never want for any 
thing. At this Information it was as much as ſhe 
could do to keep herſelf from fainting away ; but 
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ſummoning all the lictle Spirit ſhe had left, at laſt ſhe 
had Courage to tell them, ſhe had neither Need, nor 
was fit for any ſuch Employ : But that ſhe thank'd 


them for their kind Intentions ; and endeayoured to 


make her Refuſal as civil as ſhe could, fearing, and 


not without Reaſon, that Men who lived as they did 


were not of a Humourto endure Plain-dealing, But 
all ſhe could ſay,palliated not the Bitterneſs of her firſt 
Words, ſo much as to engage them to forgive the 
Contempt with which they found themſelves treated; 
and one of them looking on his Fellow, preſently 
cry'd, Damn the little ſaucy Raſcal, let us ſlick him 
againſt a Tree, — No (replied the other, who ſeem'd 
ſomething more pitiful) let the fooliſh Boy live to re- 
pent his refuſing 5 good an Offer; tis not worth our 
Trouble to kill him, Well then, ſaid the firſt, we'll 
ſee what a Stock of Money he has that makes him ſo 
proud; and ſince he thinks himſelf above ſociating with 
us, he ſhall help to ſupport us without his Company. 
Ay, ay, rejoin'd the other, with all my Heart. 
PooR dalia was too much frighted all this while 


io be able to utter one Word more, though by it ſhe 


had been ſure to ſave both her Life, and that which 
was now almoſt as 82 to her, that little Mone 
which had been raiſed on the laſt Thing ſne had o 
Value in the World, but ſuffered herſelf to be ſtripp'd 
of it without either entreating, or complaining. At- 
ter they had ranſacked her Poekets, they contented 
themſelves with what they found there, and killing 
the Beaſt ſhe rode on (to prevent her making any 
Purſuit after them, in caſe any Perſons ſhould — 
to come that Way, and join with her in it) left her 
to get to Rome as ſhe could. | | 
IT was ſome Time before the Terror this Acci- 
dent had put her in, gave her Leave even to reflect on 
the Misfortune that was befallen her; but when ſhe 
did, ſcarce any thing could ſeem more dreadful to 
her: Had they not deſtroyed her Horſe, ſhe might 
have hoped either to have found her Way to Rome, 
or ſome other Town, from whence ſhe might have 
EO Writ. 
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writ to Venice for a Supply; but to travel on Foot, 
was little agreeable to the Weakneſs and Delicaey of 
her Sex and Conſtitution : Beſides, to be entirely de. 
ſtitute of Money in a Place ſo altogether unknown, 
was what might have ſhocked a Courage infinite 
exceeding her's, She vented ſome Part of the Aug 
of her Soul in Tears, but they unavailing to help her 
forward in her Journey, and the Neceſſity there wa 
of proſecuting it, ſhe at length roſe from the Ground 
ſhe had been fitting on, and began her weary Piler. 
mage; the Thoughts of which, and the little Proba. 
bility there was ſhe ſhould ever be able to go through 
it, render'd her yet more uncapable. She went on 
a flow Pace, yet too faſt for her to continue long, and 
her Strength and Spirits failing, a thouſand torment. 
ing Conſiderations all at once aflaulting her, Deſpair, 
which the natural Chearfulneſs of her Diſpoſition 
had ſo often repelled, now feized on her whole Soul; 
ſhe yielding to the black Idea of her Woe, and think- 
ing it vain to ſtruggle = more againſt the o'er. 
: powering Tide of ſtrong Affliction, ſuffer'd herſelfto 
be born away with it, and for fome Moments loſt 
the Pain of Thought. She was ſtretched at her 
Length in a kind of Slumber, or rather Fit, by the 
Side of a little Stream which ran through a Meadoy 
in Sight of the great Road: Her Hat, when ſhe la 
down, had fallen off her Head, and her delicate Hair 
was blown by the Wind to and fro, now ſhading, 
now diſcloſing all her lovely Face to the Sun's burn. 
ing View, who, if capable of thoſe Deſires which 
Poets have deſcribed him with, muſt have forſaken 
his Car, and ſtooped to be more bleſt than Daphne, 
had ſhe been kind, could ever have made him. 
Ix ͤ was in this Love and Pity-moving Poſture 
ſhe was diſcovered by a Lady; who pang by in her 
Chariot had ſeen ſomething lie at that Diſtance, and 


had Curioſity enough to alight and walk to the 

Place where ſhe-was.— But when lhe beheld the 

Features of the beautiful Idalia, which neither the Fa. 

tigue, nor Fright, nor Grief ſhe had endured, — 
re 
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render went & ſhe began to feel a Trembling at her 
of WW Heart, which ſhe was too well acquainted with, not 
to comprehend: But not being of a Humour to con- 
rain her Inclinations, indulged the growing Flame 
by gazing on, till the ſeeming Chevalier beginning 
7 4 little to recover, looking up with Aſtoniſhment to 
« ſee a Lady of a moſt dazling Appearance, and attend- 
„ed by a Number of Servants in a Place where but 
j I aMoment before (as ſhe imagined) ſhe had been alone, 
n. and without Hope of meeting any body, had ſuch 
+ an additional Charm to what her ſleeping Graces | 
" vore, that the already enflamed Lady, taking her for 
> WW what her Dreſs beſpoke her, was now half mad with 
wild Deſires; but endeavouring to conceal her Sen- 
rn. WW timents from the Obſervation of her Servants, ſhe 
i W turned to them, and being of a ready Invention, pre- 
on ſently told them, that lovely Youth was one of her 
ul. near Relations, and ſhe ſuppoſed by ſome Villany 
k. bad been betrayed, and left there in that Manner, Ida- 
et. li was enough come to herſelf to hear what ſne 
to aid, but had not Preſence of Mind at that Juncture to 
ol determine how ſhe ſhould behave: At firſt ſhe thought 
her of diſcovering her Sex, belieying it might be an In- 
the W ducement to one of the ſame to afford her ſome Re- 
on IM lief; but her ſpeaking in that Manner to her At- 
y tendants, prevented her, and ſhe remained ſilent, as 
lair not being able to gueſs what *twas ſhe meant, till the 
no, Lady asking her how ſhe came to be alone;andin 
It» a Diſorder which was viſible in her Face, ſhe'told her 
ch ſhe had been in the Hands of Robbers, who had left 
ken her nothing but her Life. Thank Heaven for that, 
one, ſaid the enamoured Lady, all other Misfortunes may 
le redeemed; and ſince I know you are a great Way from 
ture WF your own Home, be pleaſed to accept of mine for ſome 
her ume: My Houſe is not above three Miles diſtant from 


and "ence; I have a Chariot waits, and you ſhall go with 
the we 79 take that Repoſe which the Condition I find you. 
the in ſeems to require. Idalia had not the Power of an- 
z. fwering her any otherwiſe than with a low Bow, ſo 


much had one Surprize on the Back of un On 
priv 
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riv'd her of her wonted Readineſs of Apprehenſion; 
ut thinking whatever Deſign this unknown Lady 

had, either in the Civilities ſhe ſhewed her, or the 

Tale ſhe had invented of her being a Relation, it 

could not be any thing to her Prejudice, or if it were, 

it was ſtill ſhifting the Scene of Vexation, which to 
the Wretched is * Eaſe, ſne gave her Hand, and 
ſuffered her to lead her to the Chariot; where as ſoon 
as they were ſeated, I perceive, ſaid the Lady, that yu 
are ſurpriſed at what I told my Servants; but it wa; 

a Stratagem which my Prudence inſpired me with: My 

Pity to ſee a Perſon of your Appearance in ſo dejetted 

a Poſture, firſt led me to a Reſolution to remedy your 

Misfortunes, if it be in my Power; and the Regard 

every Woman ought to have for her Reputation, join'd 

to ole common Safety of us both, to make you paſs a; 

a Relation, leſt at the Return of my Husband, who it 

now abſent, and will be for ſome Days, my Behari- 

our ſhould be reported to him in a different Manner 
from what I would have it, —— There is, continued 
ſhe, a curs'd Neceſſity in Wedlock, which obliges on: 
ſometimes to diſguiſe the Truth, and for that Reaſm 

Fools ſhould never marry. Theſe Words, and the 

Air which accompanied them, made the pre- 

tended Chevalier gueſs to what Motive ſhe was in- 

debted for this unexpected Relief, and in ſpite of 
the various Diſquiets which.poſſeſs'd her, could ſcarce 
forbear ſmiling to herſelf at the Oddneſs of ſuch an 

Adventure; but thinking it could not be to her De- 

triment to humour the Caprice, and having too wel 

been acquainted with what Men ſay on thoſe Oc- 
caſions, anſwered her in Terms which were inf 
nitely obliging to her. Donna Antonia (for that was 
the Name of this Lady) already began to flatter her- 
ſelf with a Belief ſhe was ſecure of the Heart of 


this young Charmer; and free from all thoſe Fears 


which generally are the Companions of Love, talk'd 
all the Way with as much Familiarity as tho“ their 
Acquaintance had bore the Date of as many Yearsas 
it did of Minutes: But deſiring to iK the 
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Name and Quality of her Lover, our little Hero pre- 
ſently told her, that though there were ſome Reaſons 
which obliged him to conceal himſelf, yer that he 
ſhould make no Scruple of letting her know both 
who he was, and why he left the Place of his Birth: 
And then related a long Account, which ſhe form'd 
in the ſpeaking, that ſhe was born at Verona of one of 
the moſt noble Families in the Place ; but, having 
the Misfortune to kill in a Duel a Son of one of the 
Magiſtrates, was obliged to fly till the. Aﬀair could 


be made up. This, Madam, ſaid the counterfeit Don, 


is my Hiſtory, nor have 1 any thing farther to inform 
you of, than that in my Way to Rome, I met foe of 
the Banditti, who have plundered me of all the ready 
Money, Jewels, and Bills I had about me, leaving me 
in the Condition in which your Compaſſion found me, 
without any thing to recommend me te your Care, 
but a Heart entirely free from all Engagements except 
thoſe which the Influence of your Charms has made. 
In fine, the little Gallant addreſs'd in a Faſhion ſo 
agreeable to the Sex ſhe imitated, that it was no Won- 
der Donna Antonia was both deceived and charmed 
with it, When they came to the End of their Jour- 


. ney, they alighted at the Gate of a magnificent Dwel- 


ling, which being opened, our young Adyenturer was 
conducted in with all imaginable Ceremony; a fine 
Collation was immediately ſet forth, where the rich- 
eſt Wines, choiceſt Fruits, and extravagant Kindneſs 
of the fair Inviter, ſtrove which moſt ſhould pleaſe 
the beloved Gueſt : But, alas! whatever Smiles her 
Face might be conſtrained to wear, her Heart felt lit- 
tle Satisfaction in all the Splendor ſhe ſaw about her, 
and the Welcome ſhe found : She long'd with the 
utmoſt Impatience to be alone, and at 4 to in- 
2 a Melancholy ſhe had but too juſt a Cauſe for; 
and pretending to be ſtill out of Order with the late 
Fatigue, entreated ſhe might retire, Antonia willing 
to oblige her Favourite in all Things, deny'd herſelf 
the Pleaſure of his Conyerſation,to allow * 

| is 
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his Repoſe, and ordered him to be ſhewed to 3 
Chamber, one of the nobleſt in the Houſe, 
DALI had been ſo much accuſtomed to the vi. 
ciſſitudes of Fortune, that ſhe was leſs aſtoniſhed at 
this, than probably another would haye been : But it 
ſery'd very much to encreaſe the Perplexities ſhe was 
in. She knew not whether to conſider it as a good or 
ill Chance: To be relieved from the Fear of pe- 
riſhing in ſo miſerable a Manner as that of Want, ſhe 
could not butacknowledge as a peculiar Mark of the 
Care of an All-ſeeing Providence; but then the Paſſion, 
which the Miſtake of her Sex had inſpir'd in the Per. 
ſon ordain'd to be her Deliverer, ſhe thought an Omen 
of ſomething fatal to her, though ſhe could by no 
means form any Conjecture by what Means, Full 
of melancholy Reflections of the Dangers, the Ter- 
rors, the Diſappointments ſhe had met, and thoſe 
which in all likelihood ſhe was yet to encounter, ſhe 
fancied ſheregreted the unaccountableObſtacles which 
had hitherto hindred her from a monaſtick Life, the 
moſt of any Misfortunes ſhe had gone through; but, 
alas ! how little was ſhe capable of judging of her own 
Soul! — The Remembrance of Myrtano's Charms,— 
the ſwelling Tranſports whenever Imagination pre- 
ſented him to her, with thoſe tender Wiſhes in his 
Eyes, which often ſhe had read there,— the Horror 
which invaded her, when ſhe refle&ed on his Infide- 
lity,— would ſoon have made her ſenſible in any 
* Caſe, that it was to the Temple of Love the 
chiefeſt of her Oriſons were directed, and Religion 
had but the ſecond Place. But however it were, never 
Woman endured more through the working of ſo 
many different Paſſions; and it was the Confuſion of 
her Thoughts alone that render'd her incapable of 
forming, much leſs of keeping any Reſolution Rea- 


ſon ſhould ſuggeſt. It certainly had been the moſt 


rudent, as well as moſt honourable Part,to have con- 
feſs'd herſelf a Woman to Donna Antonia; but the 
Uncertainty what ſhe ſhould do, or where to retreat, 


if by that Diſcoyery ſhe ſhould forfeit her Protection, 
| deter“ 
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deterr'd her from it, The Perturbations of her Mind, 
which hinder'd her from cloſing her Eyes all Night, 
the vaſt Fatigue ſhe had endur'd in walking ſo muth 
beyond her Strength, ym with a Cold ſhe had 
got by lying on the Graſs, threw her into a Fever; 
which as ſoon as Antonia was inform'd of by the Ser- 
yant whom ſhe ſent with a Good-morrow, order- 
ed aPhyſician immediately to give his Attendance: All 
imaginable Care was taken,nor could there have been. 
more, had the Welfare of the whole World depended 
on this ſingle Life, —— What Zeal, what Caution, 
what Tenderneſs, does Love inſpire, when alarmed 
with the leaſt Danger of loſing the beloved Object! 
Antonia would needs be preſent at every Preſcription, 
truſted no Hand but her own to m_ e up the Me- 
dicines, watch'd herſelf by the Bedſide, and chid the 
tardy Nurſe's Sloth, liſten'd to every Groan, and an- 
{wer'd them with Sighs, Never did the fondeſt Wife, 
the tendereſt Mother, or moſt dutiful Child, with 
ſuch unfeigned Concern, ſuch intereſted Hopes and 
Fears, alternate Joy and Terror, every Day, almoſt 
every Hour, receive the different Sentiments which 
thePhyſicians gave,according as theDiſtemper abated 
or encreas'd, For ſeveral Days no ſettled Judgment 
could be made of Life or Death; but at laſt, the 
Strength of Nature in ſo young a Perſon, joined to 
the extraordinary Care and Skill which had been 
us'd, o' ercame the Malignity of the Diſeaſe, and ſhe 
was tranſported with the News, that her dear Couſin 
(tor ſo ſhe call'd the feign'd Chevalier) was entirely 
out of Danger. 3 

Bur this Indiſpoſition had made a very great Al- 
teration in the Sentiments of Idalia; for as before 
ſhe but fancy'd ſhe wiſh'd for a recluſe Life, ſhe now 
in nee began to do ſo; with her bodily Strength, 
ber Paſſions were now debilitated, the Noiſe and 
Hurry of the World were now in good earneſt odi- 
ous to her, and Love itſelf, though not wholly extin- 
euiſhed, burned with a dim and feeble Fire: The 
Duties of Religion, and a true Repentance for the 
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Miſmanagement and Follies of her paſt Life, now took 
up all her Thoughts; and as ſhe was of a Diſpoſiti. 
on generous enough, when Vanity, Pride, or Love, 
did not overſway her, ſhe reſolved to undeceive Ax. 
tonia, and uſe 4 utmoſt of her Endeavours to per- 
ſwade her to turn the Current of her Affections, 
where both the Laws of God and Man required them, 
and henceforward baniſh all Deſire but tor her Huſ. 
band, She had juſt fix'd herſelf ia this piousReſolution, 


when Antonia came into the Chamber; and before ſhe - 


could have an Opportunity of executing it, told her, 
the Reaſon ſhe had abſented herſelf ſo long (for ſhe 
had not been there in ſome Hours) was, That her Huſ- 
band was returned from Viterbo, where he had been 
ſome Time before her Arrival, and that in Decency 
ſhe had been obliged to dine with him; but having 
told.him, ſhe had a near Relation in the Houſe, he 
deſired, if it was not inconſiſtent with his Repoſe, 
to be admitted to viſit him. What Idalia had to ſay 
would have taken up more Time than could now be 
ſpar'd; beſides, ſhe was willing to ſee what the Per- 
ſon and Behaviour of this Gentleman would allow her 
to ſay in his Favour, before ſhe attempred to work 
any Change in the Sentiments of his Wife: There- 
fore only telling her ſhe ſhould receive the Fayour he 
intended her with that Pleaſure which became one 
ſo much oblig'd, Antonia took her Leave with 2 


Smile, which teſtified it was not to him he.had been 


obliged, and immediately returned accompanied by 
herHusband. 

IDALIA, by reaſon of her Weakneſs, ſtil] kept 
her Bed, but was ſupported by Pillows in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that ſhe rather ſat than lay: She had compos'd 
her Mind as much as poſſible, that ſhe might be the 
better able to make a ludgment of this Gentleman. 


But how immediately was it o'erthrown! — how, 


in an Inſtant, was all the Sedateneſs ſhe had afſum'd 
chang'd into Confuſion, Shame, Horror, Diſtraction, 
when the Moment they enter'd the Room ſhe ſaw, 
the Husband of Antonia was no other than * : 

| - | t 
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What Words can repreſent, what Heart conceive 

what hers endured at this ſo unexpected, ſo ſhockin 
a View! A thouſand Furies all at once poſleſs'd her, 
chill Fear and burning Rage, wild Jealouſy and mad 
Deſpair, and Thought-disjoining Amazement, with 
all the black Ideas they could raiſe, crowded into her 
Soul. — Of all the ſurpriſing Accidents of her unhap- 
py Life, nothing is more to be wondered at, than 
that ſhe ſurvived this dreadful Moment, or at leaſt did 
not by ſome Extravagance diſcoyer both her Sex, and 
the Cauſe of her Diſtraction: But though her Eyes 
ſhot perfect Fires, and ſeem'd to ſtart from forth their 
lowing Orbs, —— her Lips trembled; her Hair 

ood an end as though ſome 1 had met her 
Sight, and every Limb was ſhook with inward 
Agonies; yet ſhe neither ſpoke, nor ated any thing 
which could give the Standers-by the Liberty of gue - 
ling from what Cauſe the Alteration they beheld had 
ſprung, Antonia appeared infinitely troubled to find 
0 ſudden a Change, which ſhe looked on as a Re- 
lapſe into that Diſtemper which had given her ſo ma- 
ny Fears; and Myrtans's Good-nature and Com- 

—— obliged him to join in her Concern. They 
ſtay'd not above a Moment or two, Myrtano eaſily 
erceived the Stranger was not in a Condition to en- 
ure Company, and Antonia ran inſtantly away to 
ſend for the Phyſician. 
Had they ſtay'd longer, *tis probable indeed ſhe 
might not have had the Power of preſerving herſelf 
undiſcoyered ; for it was not to any Preſence of 
Mind that her Reſerve was owing, but to the too 
great Multitude of various Emotions, which, war- 
ring with each other in her Boſom, would not ſuf- 
ferherto utter any, — She fell into a Swoon the 
Moment they left the Room, and by that Means 
was very near diſcoyer'd to the old Nurſe that 
attended her, that her Patient was not of the Sex ſhe 
pretended to be; for after rubbing her Temples, and 
applying Things to her Noſtrils, ſhe was about to 
open her Linnen Waiſtcoat; which ſhe had always 
F 2 wore 
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wore cloſe burton'd, juſt as ſhe recovered : But her 
ill Genius had prevailed ſo far over her good one, 28 
not to ſuffer the Diſcovery to be made in a Manner 
ſo little to her Prejudice, as alſo to prolong her Life, 
to experience more Miſery : In ſpite of her Weakneſs, 
in ſpite of the additional Torments the Sight of Myr. 
tano, as Husband of Antonia, had inflicted on her, 
ſhe grew better every Day, and ina Week's Time 
was able to walk about her Chamber : All which 
Time ſhe was viſited ſeveral Times in a Day by the 
fair Wife of Don Myrtano, who in ſpice of the Cau- 
tion ſhe had of giving him any Suſpicion of her In. 
clinations, could not forbear gratifying them ſo far 
as to come as often as ſhe could get an Opportunity, 
to look upon her Soul's Ador'd. But the Sentiments 
of 1dalia were now entirely chang'd again; ſhe no 
longer thought it proper to make herſelf be known, 
Nor could find in her Heart to uſe any Endeayours for 
the Converſion of Antonia; ſhe rather wilhed her In- 
difference for him might encreaſe; for ſince ſhe 
knew her to be a Rival, and a Rival poſſeſs'd of all 
thoſe Joys ſhe once had vainly hoped,not all the good 
Offices ſhe had done her could hinder her from re- 
parding her with a mortal Hatred. —— Him too lhe 
ated, or ſhe imagin'd at that Time ſhe did ſo; and 
if in the wild Tumults of her troubled Thoughts ſhe 
ever was compoſed enough to pray, it was only to 
invoke Heaven to reyenge her Wrongs, and curſe 
them both with laſting Diſcord and eternal Strite, 
ALL the Time of her keeping her Chamber, Myr- 
tano had never offered to viſit her ſince the firſt Time; 
at which ſhe was not a little aſtoniſhed, and began to 
fear that even in that tranſient View he had ſeen 
enough through herDiſguiſe to know her; and conſci- 
ous of the Injuſtice he had been guilty of to her, was 


aſham'd to meet the Reproaches of her Eyes, — An- 


nia was alſo ſurprized, but would not preſs it, nor asł 
the Reaſon of his Neglect, leſt he ſhould imagine her, 
as ſhe was, too far intereſted in it; and having by his 


Abſence greater Opportunities ofentertaining Be- 
Ovea, 
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loved, did not much perplex Herſelf about finding out 
the Meaning of his allowing her to do ſo, She was 
infinitely more concern'd, that the Darlin of her 
Wiſhes had made ſo ſmall a Return to her Advances: 
The ſeeming Youth had behaved himſelf with fo 
much Gallantry the Day ſhe brought him home, 
that ſhe expected an immediate Declaration of Aﬀec- 
tion would have enſued. All the Time of his Sick- 
neſs ſhe had no other Fear than to be deprived of 
her Deſires by Death; but now, when ſhe perceiy'd 
him perfe&ly paſt Danger, ſhe found herſelf farther 
from the Poſſeſſion of them than ever ſhe had be- 
liey'd herſelf; and one . being alone in the 
Chamber with him, could no longer contain the furi- 
ous Ardour with which ſhe was poſleſs'd ; but not on- 
ly by her Words, but alſo Actions, endeavoured to 
make the dear Ungrateful ſenſible how much ſhe had 
ſuffer'd from his Coldneſs, 

IDALI1A, who hated her before for being the 
Wife of Myrtano, now def} gle and ſcorn'd her; the 
endearing Expreſſions with which ſhe was treated by 
her, made her 1 more odious; and wholly un- 
guarded by the Multiplicity of her Reflections, before 
lhe was aware, flinging away, and ſtamping, Gods / 
Gods! cried ſhe, is this a Woman for Myrtano to love ? 
She had no ſooner ſpoke theſe Words, than he ruſh'd 
into the Room with his Sword drawn, and had cer- 
tainly prevented her from ever ſaying more, if his 
Wite, as much ſurpriz'd as ſhe was, had not been 
quick enough to prevent him, by catching faſt hold 
of his Arm, and continuing to hang upon it, notwith- 


| ſtanding all his Endeavours to throw her off; Begone, 


perfidious Woman, (aid he furiouſly, unleſs you wiſh to 
pehiſh, with your Minion, a Victim to your ſhameful 
Paſſion, Is it not enough that you conſpir d the Death 
of her who alone was worthy of my Love, but you muſt 
add Adultery to your Deſizn of Murder? — You know 
lam not ignorant of your monſtrous, — ꝓ ur more than 
brutal. Diſpoſition : — How dare you then to tempt me 
thus, leſt 1 ſhould take a * Revenge for all my Wrongs 

3 as 
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at once? I never, never wrong d you (interrupted ſne, ſtil 
clinging faſt about him) F I contriv'd my Rival'; 
Death, twas Love of you that was the Cauſe, inhy. 
man Man as you are to upbraid me withit, And wa; 
it Love of me (reſum'd he, more violently) that in. 
duc'd you to court this Stranger, who falſly you would 
have paſs'd on me for a Relation? — But I have been 
informed of all, and will have Reparation. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he us'd his utmoſt Force to diſengage 
' himſelf, and having done it, ran fiercely at Idalia; 
which ſne perceiving, evaded the Blow by falling on 
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her Knees; and imagining ſomething y the Re. 
proaches which in his Indignation he had made his 
Wife, prevented him from lifting up his Hand againſt 
her, by crying out to him, Hold, hold, Don Myrtano, 
1 conjure you ſpare my Life till you ſhall know who'ti; 
you are about to deſtroy, and till you ſatisfy ne wh 
that Lady was, your Wiſe ſo cruelly deſign'd to murder. 
What is that to thee (reſum'd he, vex'd that he had 
mention'd that before him) Oh ! 'tis of more Moment 
(anſwer'd ſhe) perhaps, to you and me, than yet you 
comprehend : —— For Heaven's ſake then, and for your 
own, indulge my Curioſity in this Requeſt, and tell me, 
if the _ deſign'd to fall a Sacrifice to you and Love, 
was not call'd ldalia ? Both the Husband and the 
Wife ſtarted from their Places they ſtood in at the 
Mention of that Name, as tho' a Clap of Thunder 
had pronounced it; but the former looking earneſtly 
in the Face of the Perſon that ſpoke it for = ſpace of 
two or three Minutes, found ſomething there that diſſ- 
pated great Part of the Fury that he had been in: The 
Air, the Features, and the Voice of Idalia were too 
deeply imprinted in his 3 not to be diſtin- 
gift 
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iſn'd thro? all Diſguiſes, Immediately he knew her, 
and regardleſs of his Wife's Preſence, flew to her, 
and caught her in his Arms, and cried in an Extaly 
which no falfe Lover could feign, It is, it is Idalia, my 
only everlaſting Charmer, 
ir was impoſſible for a Woman, who loy'd with 
that Tranſcendency of Paſſion, to be thus Slaſp's 
Ro Pe Em” ye 
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vet feel no Satisfaction in the tender Preſſure : Not all 


the Reſentment ſhe had 22 him for his marrying 
another, had Power to make her reſiſt his Embraces 

but as ſoon as he had given them Truce, which he did 
only to gratify his Sight with another View of her 
dear well-known Face, as he had done his Touch 
in holding her to his Boſom, ſhe recollected herſelf 
enough to remove ſome fewSteps from him; and look- 
ing on him witha Countenance as ſevere as [he had 
Power to put on, I was ſatisfied you ſhould know 
who am (ſaid. ſhe) becauſe you ſhould be ſenſible 
how little your Wife has been capable of wronging you 
in the Manner your jealous Fury had ſuggeſted ; but de- 


fire not, as you are now another's, any Teſtimonies of 


that former Affection which was between us, which 
you have forfeited, and I am willing to forget, ſince 
the Remembrance would be as great a Crime in me, 
as that you lately ſuſpected her guilty of. He was 
juſt going to reply, when Donna Antonia, who 
had all this while been unable, by reaſon of her Sur- 
prize, to diſcharge any Part of the Rage ſhe was full 
of, ſtepping haſtily between them, cried, And are 
you Idalia ? Yes (anſwer'd ſhe, not at all daunted at- 
the Fury ſhe ſaw in her Countenance) and 1 ima- 
gine you are the Niece of Count Miramont, Tis pro- 
bable here might have follow'd a Combat of Words, 
the War of Women, if Don Myrtano had not put an 
End to it. Madam (ſaid he to his Wife, in a Voice 
nothing ſoften'd from that in which he had ſpoke 
to her before) tho* I am aſſured no Injury could here be 
done me, yet your Intentions were the ſame. My own 
Ears heard you declare a Paſſion ſhameful to your Sex 
and Character; but it is hereafter that I ſhall tell you 
my Sentiments on this Affair. In the mean Time J. 
commanded you, by that Power the Name of Husband 
gives me (and which your forſeiting all Title either 
to my Love or Reſpect, obliges me to make uſe of) to 
retire to your own Appartment, and wait my Coming. 
This (continued he more ſternly, perceiving her not 
about to go) if you refuſe to obey, 1 will this Moment 
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mate Complaints of your Behaviour to the Pope, and 
lay before him the whole Scene of your Proceedings, 
Of as haughty and impatient a Diſpoſition as Antonia 
was, this Menace exacted her Compliance; and ſhe 
left the Room, only caſting a Look back on Idalia, 
which ſpoke, more plainly than a thouſand Words 
could do, the Violence of her Rage. 
THE Reader will eaſily imagine, that after ſhe was 
gone, Don Myrtano addreſſed his long-loſt Charmer 
with all the ſoft Endearments ſuitable to ſo ſurpriſing 
an Occaſion; but ſhe, who was not willing to yield 
to the Pleaſure ſhe took in hearing them, and with. 
al deſirous to be inform'd by what means Donna Az. 
tonia had known her to have been her Rival, it be- 
ing a Secret ſne believ'd to all in Venice, and alſo 
it were really ſhe who had brib'd the unknown Per- 
ſon to 66247 K her in the Foreſt, let him know i: 
would be more ſatisfactory to her to be let into what 
he knew of theſe Affairs, than all he could ſay on 
any other, He was too glad of an Opportunity, 
which, while he obliged her in the Grant of her Re- 
- queſt, would alſo clear him of his ſuſpe cted Infideli- 
ty, to let it ſlip; and engaging her to ſit down by 
him, while he fulfilled her Commands, began to un- 
ravel a Myſtery, which had appeared ſo confounding 
to her Underſtanding, in theſe Words: 


The Hiſtory of Don Myrtano, and Don 
Honorius dell Miramont. 


| OU may remember, Madam ( 2 he, ſigb- 
* ing) doubtleſs with an Infinity of Indignation 
remember, that the laſt Time 1 ever had the Bleſſing 
of ſeeing you at Vicenza, I receiv'd not the Honou: 
vou then youchſafed me, of aſſuring me you would 
not refuſe to be mine, when ever I ſhould claim you 
by Ways you ſhould approve, and as became a Man 
- worthy of the adorable 1dalia's Affection: But, oh! 
had you been ſenſible what I endur'd in the ſevere 
s | Nexeſliuy 
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Neceſlity of * ſo ungrateful, ſo ſtupid, ſo 
blind to the ineſtimable Happineſs that Condeſcen- 
ſon offer'd me, you — 7 rather pity than con- 
demn me: —— I had, when I was very young, been 
contracted by my Parents to Donna Antonia dell 
Miramont, ſhe who is now my Wife; and who, be- 
ing bred here at Rome, I had never ſeen : But a for- 
mer Intimacy between our Families was the Occa- 
fion of this, which I muſt now call unhappy Union. 
For my part, as I had a Heart entirely unprepoſſeſ- 
ſed, I agreed to it without any manner of Reluct- 
ance, but had not Complaiſance enough to take a 
Journey to viſit her: The Count her Uncle, perhaps, 
weer. the Sight of her might engage me to ha- 
ſten the Conſummation of the Contract, ſent her to 
Venice with an Equipage and Train proportion'd to 
the Fondneſs he had for her. At her Arrival 1 
thought her very 3 to what I then wiſh'd for 
in a Wife, and indeed lik'd her better than any Lady 
I had ſeen; nay, I really loved her enough to be im- 
patient for the Celebration of the Nuptials, and ac- 
cordingly ordered every thing to be prepared for it. 
The Day was appointed; and it was that in which 
my unhappy Brother and Don Ferdinand fell Rival 
Victims to Love and your Almighty Charms. De- 
cency forbad the Hymeneal Torch ſhould mingle with 
the Funeral Taper, and the Wedding by Conſent of 
both Parties was deferr'd, A fatal Curioſity inclining 
me to fee thoſe Eyes, thoſe lovely Orbs of lhining 
Ruin, I no longer thought Antonia worth my Care ; 
but 1 need not tell you how much I lov'd, how 
much I ador'd an Excellence ſo far beyond all that 
ever was called Mortal ; a thouſand, thouſand Times 
an have read it in my Eyes! Thefe glowing 
urning Balls, which never gaz'd upon you withour 
ſtarting, and almoſt breaking the Strings which held 
them with Extaſy unſpeakable! with Pleaſure 
wound up to ſuch a Height of racking Rapture, that 
iteven became a Pain, and ſtagger' g Senſe! —— 0 
what would 1 not then have given to have had it in 
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my Power to offer you a Paſſion worthy of your 
Acceptance! — How did I curſe my Engagement 
with Antonia? — How many Stratagems did I in- 
vent to break with her? But ſhe, better acquainted 
with the Secret of my Soul than at that Time 1 1magin. 
ed, artfully evaded my Excuſes, and circumvented me 
in all, either becauſe ſhe then had really an Affection 
for me, or, as 'tis moſt probable by her Conduct ſince, 
thought it would be a Reflection on the Power of her 
Beauty to have it ſaid, ſhe had come ſo far to marry a 
Man who on any Terms could be brought to forſake 
her. — In fine, let me do what I would, ſay what I 
would, ſhe ſeem'd not to reſent it; and hes. Re itan 
Im poſlibility for me to quit her, without making my- 
ſelf appear the moſt ungrateful and perfidious of Man. 
kind, — I was in this perplexing Dilemma, when you 
made Trial of my Faith, by propoſing what I would 
have given my Soul to have had it in my Power 
to accept, — l am ſure you cannot forget the Confu- 
ſion which was too viſible in my Countenance not 
to be obſerved, which perhaps you might impute to 
Another Score, but was really occaſioned only by the 
inward working of my tumultuous Deſires, which 
long'd with an Ardency inexpreſſible to ſatisfy you in 
a Demand which would have been ſo * for 
me; yet 1 knew not how 1 ſhould effect it, though 
a Multitude of Inventions crowded that Moment ut 
once into my Head, and flatter'd me with ſome little 
Hopes. — I went, you know, immediately away; 
which Haſte lated from my Impatience to re- 
turn with Tidings more ſuitable to my Paſſion to 
bring, than any 1 had yet been able to tell you, — 

Alas! I little thought twould be ſo * we 
met again, nor of the Treachery which was then in 
_ ro {ſeparate us for eyer : — But of that here- 
after | 


WHENI had put in Execution all the Stratagems 
my Paſſion for you infpired me with, and found 
them fruitleſs to work the Effect I wiſh'd, — I had 
0 longer Patience, but reſolyed at my next . 2 

ve 
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diſcloſe to you the whole Hiſtory of my Misſortune: 
On the Road to Vicenza, about four Miles diſtant 
from my own Villa, I ſaw a Horſe 1 and 
looking down on a Perſon who lay on the Ground 
by him, I preſently imagined it was ſomebody who 
had either ſuffer'd by a Fall from that Horſe, or the 
Villany of ſome Robbers : But drawing nearer to of- 
fer what Aſſiſtance was in the Power of myſelf or 
Servants to afford, 1 heard him. utter moſt piteous 
Lamentations, mixed with Groans, —— Both Chriſti- 
anity and common Compaſſion obliges thoſe of the 
higheſt Rank of Life to do what good Offices they 
can, even to the meaneſt; and though this Man ap- 

ared to be one of thoſe, I ſhould have thought it a 
pride no way commendable to have truſted the Re- 
lief of his Miſery to any Care but my own: I im- 
mediately alighted, and rai ſing him a little, 1 
diſcover'd (to my great Surprize, to find him in ſuc 
a Poſture and Habit) the Face of Don Honarius dell 
Miramont, the Brother of Antonia, and without Ex- 
ception, a Chevalier of the moſt Perfections | ever 
found in Man, 

IDATL 1 A could not here forbear interrupting him, 
to let him know he might ſpare himſelf the Trouble 
of giving any Character of that accompliſh'd young 
Nobleman; for ſhe was perfectly acquainted with 
his Worth, having the Honour of being frequent- 
ly in his Company at Venice. 

TES, Madam (reſumed Don Myrtano) I am ſenſi- 
ble yen have ſeen him, and that the Conſequence of 
ſuch Interviews have been ſuch as you never fail of 
cauſing, to inſpire a Paſſion too juſt to be oppoſed by 
Reaſon, and too violent to ſuſſer any Conſiderations to 
be of Force to overcome it. But (continued he) to pur- 
ſue the little Hiſtory I am about to give you, this un- 
happyGentleman, who ſeem'd inAgonies ſuch as ſeizes 
onthe Body when the Soul is departing from it, no 
ſooner caft his Eyes upon me, than he cry'd out, © 
Don Myrtano, you come in happy Time to revenge 
Death ! — Ia poiſoned ! — the fatal Doſe was given 
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me by Ardella.— A ſudden Pang ſeizing him that 
Moment, prevented his ſaying any more for ſome 
Time; and I, who perceiv'd his Condition was in- 
deed deplorable, thought it not a Seaſon to talk, 
but act, if there were any Means which Art or Na. 
ture could furniſh to repel the Malignity of the Poi- 
ſon , and immediately diſpatched one of my Seryants 
'to Villa Rica for a Litter, and another to Padua, to 
order a Phyſician, who 1 knew was a moſt skilful 
one, to meet us at Vicenza with all poſſible Expedi. 
tion; the third, for my good Fortune I had ſo many 
with me, took Care * my Horſe while 1 kneel'd 
down by the agoniz'd Honorius, and by holding his 
Sides, and ſometimes his Head, according to the ya- 
rious Shootings of his Pain, afforded him ſome little 
Eaſe. 1 was impatient to the laſt Degree, to know 
what he meant by ſaying my Servant Ardella had 
| 3 him the Poiſon, and fancicd. him to be a little 
elirious with the exceſſive Torture he endured, till 
having a little Reſpite from it, he again ſaid, That it 
was ſhe who had adminiſtred it to him, but that he ve- 
ry well knew it was to oblige another ſhe had done 
fo. Theſe Words gave me Apprehenſion that le 
might imagine it occaſioned by my Order, and I was 
beginning to proteſt mylnnocence; but he perceiving 
my Intent, cry'd out to me to ſpeak no more, for 
he was well aſſured I was both innocent and 1gno- 
rant of any ſuch thing: Bus, continued he, know 
not if you will afford me any Pity for my Sufferings, 
when you ſhall be told the Injury I hate done you: 
But we are neither of us exempt from Faults ; and you 
muſt pard.:n me, as you would wiſh to be ſorgiven by 
thoſe to whom you are guilty ef Injuſtice. There 
was ſomething ſo myſterious in theſe laſt Words, 
that I could not poſſibly dive intotheir Meaning; and 
the Violence of his Pain returning, prevented me 
from deſiring him to make an 1 of them, 
till another final Ceſſation happening, hedid it of bis 
own accord in this Manner: | 
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You muſt know, ſaid he, that in all her Pride 
of Innocence 1 happened at a Ball to dance with 
the admired Idalia, and from that Moment was in- 
ſpir'd with a Paſſion for her, which not all her late 


Misfortunes, which have made ſo great a Noiſe at 


Venice, could eraſe, I was juſt determined to urge 
my Suit to Don Bernardo's Ears, when her ſudden 
Abſence from his Houſe prevented me; ſince which, 
though I have ſearched for her with a Diligence pro- 

rtioned to the Love I had for her, I never could 
=: the leaſt Tittle to what Place, or with what 
happy Man ſhe was retired, till my Siſter's Jealouſy of 
you furniſhed her with Means to inform me, with- 
out knowing, at the ſame Time, how much ſhe 
obliged me in it: But coming one Day to viſit her, 
1 found her drown'd in Tears; which enquiring the 


Reaſon of, ſhe told me, You had of late very much 


degenerated from the Affection you once profeſſed, 
— which the Engagements between you demanded 


the Continuance of. She preſently took it in her 


Head, that there muſt be ſome Rival in the Way; 


and imagining ſhe was either at Vicenza, or near that 


Place, becauſe ſhe had obſerved you paſt moſt of your 
Time there, contrary to your Cuſtom ; and reſolyin 
to ſatisfy her jealous Curioſity, found out a Meth 
which nothing but the ſubtil- working Wit of an im- 
patient diſappointed Woman could ſuggeſt : She got 
acquainted with a Siſter of Ardella's (who, by ſome 
Accident ſhe had heard, was a ſort of Houſe-keeper to 
you at Vicenza) and by her Means with herſelf: By 
Promiſes and Bribes ſhe engaged that mercenary 
Wench to her Intereſt, and won the whole Secret 
from her of 1dalia's having been from the Time ſhe 
left Venice a Gueſt there, firſt to Don Henriquez, and 
afterwards to you. 

SUCH a Diſcoyery was, I confeſs, ſufficient to 
alarm a Heart much leſs imperious than Antonia's; 
but having as great a Share of Cunning as Pride, 
would take not the leaſt Notice to you that ſhe had 
any jealous Sentiments, much leſs that ſhe was ap- 
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— of any thing which could raiſe them. When 

e gave me this Account, ſhe little imagined I had 
any further Intereſt init, than the Part which Nature 
obliged me to take for a Siſter affronted in this Man. 
ner; buttho' I was not without that Conſideration al. 
ſo, yet the Affection I had for Idalia, and the Misfor. 
tune I thought it to have her in your Poſſeſſion, had 
infinitely the Pre-eminence, and I preſently form'd 
a Contrivance of dreſſing me in the Faſhion you ſee, 
and went to Vicenza ;z where lurking about the Houſe, 
I was in hopes of ſeeing her, or at leaſt hearing ſome- 
thing more than yet I had been informed of. But 
Fortune fayoured me not fo far; I had been there ſe- 
veral Days before any thing occurred to my Obſer- 
vation: But what added to my Diſquiet, the Sight of 
you twice entring, and the Imagination what a Pro- 
digality of Felicity you were going to enjoy in the 
Society of Idalia, made me almoſt wild, But at laſt 
I found an Opportunity of getting into the Compa- 
ny of Ardella, and by the Character my Siſter had 
given of her ſordid Diſpoſition, knowing which Way 
ro ingratiate my ſelf, made her Preſents of ſome little 
Trifles,which I bought of a Fellow who 1 ſaw offering 
them-to Sale : They were ſuch as were ſuitable to the 
Appearance of the Perſon who gave them, and tho' 
of very ſmall Value, were acceptable to this greedy 
Creature; and I ſoon become 0 reat with her, that 
I flattered myſelf I ſhould in a little Time be Maſter 
of the whole Secret of 1dalia, Complaining that 1 
was in Diſtreſs for a Lodging while I ſtay'd at Vicen- 
za, ſhe made me an Invitation of lying in your Houſe, 
till I had finiſhed the Buſineſs which I pretended had 
brought me to that Part of the Country, You need 
not doubt but I accepted of an Offer fo obliging to 


my Wiſhes, aſſuring myſelf I ſhould now have an 
Opportunity of both ſeeing and ſpeaking to my ador'd 

Idalia, to whom I reſolved, let the Conſequence be 
what it would, to diſcover who I was ;. it ſhe was 
derained there againſt her Inclinations, as ſometimes 


the good Opinion I had of her led me to believe, ! 
deſign'd 
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deſign'd to bear her off, tho* with the Hazard of my 
Life; or if it were thro* Choice ſhe had continu'd 
with you, to endeayour, by all the Arguments I was 
Maſter of, to perſwade her to remove,— But, alas! 
my Expectations in this, as in all other Things, were 
fruſtrated ; tho* I was in the Houſe ſeveral Days, ſhe 
kept ſo cloſe to her —_—_— it was impoſſible 
for me even to get a Glimpſe of her: And I was be- 
ginning to deſpair I ever thould be ſo bleſs'd, when as 
I was fitting in the Hall, meditating to what little 
Purpoſe was all the Pains 1 had taken, Ardella came 
to me, and bidding me follow her into the Garden, 
led me to that Part of it which was moſt remote from 
the Houſe, and taking me by the Hand, Bax (ſaid 
ſhe, for that was the Name I went by) you pretend 


a great deal of Friendſhip to me, what would you d 


to prove the Reality of what you have profeſs'd ? 
You may imagine I was not a little ſurpriz'd at 
her ſpeaking in this Manner; bur ſoon recolle&ed 
myſelf enough to aſſure her, I would do any thing 
in my Power. What 1 have to deſire of you (re- 
ſumed ſhe) will not only be an Oblitation to me, but 
alſo to yourſelf, if you are but poſſeſs'd of two Quali- 
ties necejſary for the Undertaking ; they are Secrecy and 
Reſolution : Therefore, before yon promiſe, examine your” 
own Heart, whether there is any thing in it which 
would tremble at the Performance of a Deed, perhaps, 
ſuch as the World calls by the Name of bloody, — 
cruel, — barbarous, and ſuch like Epithets, invented only 
to fright the ignorant from accompliſhing their Wiſhes, 
and cheat us into tame Enduring :—— Weigh well, if you 
can boldly make your Fortune by one brave Blow, with- 
out a childiſh Repentance afterwards, which would undo 
both yourſelf, and thoſe by whom you are employ'd. 1 
was too impatient to know what 'twas ſhe meant, 
to heſitate much what anſwer to make, but imme- 
diately promis'd to ſtick at nothing, not thinking my- 
ſelf obliged to. a Performance, if it were either incon- 
ſiſtent with my Honour, or Intereſt, — My ready 
Compliance made her take me for ſuch a one as ſhe 
wanted, 
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wanted; and ſhewing me a Purſe of Gold, Loot 
here ! ſaid ſhe, all this is yours to encourage you in the 
Undertaking; but there are three Times as much in 
ſtore for you when you bring Word "tis done But 
let me know it, ſaid I, that I may haſte to execute 
it. I depend upon you, anſwered ſhe, and hope you 
will be ſo much a Friend to yourſelf, as not to diſappoint 
the good Opinion I have of you.—— You muſt know ther 
is a Lady of the higheſt Quality in Venice, who has 
taken a Diſguſt to a Woman, and would willingly have 
her diſpatch'd into another World, She is at preſent in 
this Houſe, but there are Reaſons which make it not 
proper the Deed ſhould be done here but early in the 
Morning, I will put you in a Way — 

THE Horror which ſeiz'd my Soul at this mon- 
ſtrous Injunction, which by all Circumſtances I was 
certain my Siſter was the Contriver of, was too great 
for Deſcription ; but the Darkneſs (for it was Night) 
help'd me to conceal it from the Obſervation of this 
Wretch; and ſhe bidding me be up by Break of Day, 
went into the Houſe, leaving me to ruminate on 
what I had promis'd to perform. In the midſt of my 
Concern for having a Siſter overſway'd by her Pal- 
fions to an Act ſo deteſtable, I rejoic'd that I had it 
in my Power to prevent the Perpetration of ſo black 
a Purpoſe, and ſpent beſt Part of the Night in deter- 
mining how i ſhould contrive to preſerve a Lite, 
which I doubted not but her Malice would a ſecond 
Time attempt, if ſhe ſhou'd know ſhe had been dit- 
appointed in the firſt, At laſt 1 157,47 me of a 
Woman, who had formerly been a Nurſe in our Fa- 
mily, and was now removed with her Husband toa 
little Houſe a great Diſtance from any Town; there! 
reſolyed to ſecure the deſign'd Victim from any fu- 
ture Violence; and when I reflected on the Blefling 
this Chance would give me, I could ſcarce lament | 
had a Siſter of ſo cruel a Diſpoſition, ſince to her Bar- | 
barity 1 ſhould be indebted for a Joy, which "twas 
probable not all my own Aſſiduity, and conſtant Ser- 
. vices, would ever have been able to obtain. . 
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As the unfortunate Honorius was in this Part of his 
Relation, the intermitting Torture which had given 
him Liberty to utter thus much, return'd with treble 
fury: He roar'd with Extremity of Anguilh : 
Nimble Twitches ran thro? all his Frame, — con- 
vulſing every Nerve: — Sure at that Time he muſt 
be poſleſs'd with more than mortal Courage to ſuſtain 
ſuch Racks, elſe would he by ſome Act of Deſpera- 
tion have finiſh'd them at once. 

As Myrtano was going on in condoling the Miſery 
this unhappy Gentleman had endur'd, Idalia, not a 
little amaz'd to hear that the unknown Perſon, to 
whom ſhe was ſo much obliged, was Honorius, had 
the greateſt [mpatience imaginable to know the End 
of this Adventure; and — * might the ſooner come 
to a Concluſion, deſired he would wave all the Parti- 
culars in what Manner ſhe had been preſerv'd, and 
come to thoſe of which ſhe yet was ignorant, | 

Mb AM, reply'd Myrtano, he was not in a Capa- 
city of relating much more than what I have re- 
counted; there was in this laſt Fit ſo little Intermiſ- 
lion of his Agonies, that he had only Space between 
them to run over, inas brief a Manner as he could, 
his Behaviour to you in the Foreſt, and his con- 
ducting you to the Houſe he had thought of for you; 
but as he was juſt going to mention in what Part of 
the Country it ſtood, he was ſeiz'd with another Pain, 
which was to that Violence, that it entirely deprived 
him of his Senſes, and from that Time all he ſaid was 
ſo unconne& and wild, that nothing was to be in- 
terred from it, I was infinitely troubled when I found 
it was not in his Power to give me any Account how 
he came, after he had left you, to my Houſe again, 
to receive that fatal Drug from the Hands of Ardella , 
but reſolving at my Return to force the Knowledge 
from her, I left my Servants, who by this Time were 


all come back, to attend the Litter, while I poſted 


home to ſecure her, She, who was far from ima- 
gining what had reach'd my Ears, came into the 
Room immediately on my calling for her; and was 

| | | be- 
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beginning with a well-a&ed Diſquiet to tell me a lon 

Story of your making your Eſcape unknown to her. 
but 1 was too full of Diſtraction both for your being 
gone, and the dreadful Miſchief which by her Means 


had fallen on Honorius, to endure to liſten to her, and 


put a Stop to her Diſcourſe by telling her I was made 
acquainted with her horrid Actions; and accuſing her 
both with the Murder of you, and the very Man 
whom ſhe had brib'd to that inhuman Deed, gave her 
ſo terrible a Fright, that ſhe immediately fell on her 
Knees, and — 2 herſelf guilty. After which 1 
oblig'd her to acquaint me with the Particulars of her 
Crime, and ſhe recounted to me how, by the Inſti. 
gations of Donna Antonia, ſhe had given you a Let. 
ter, which was to make me appear guilty of the 
higheſt Baſeneſs 9 pavers and by the ſame cruel 

contriv'd your Death, and then 
that of the Perſon employ'd in it, fearing he might 
ſome time or other betray what he had done: But 
when I told her, him whom ſhe had poiſoned was 


Don Honorius, the Brother of Antonia, and ſhe ſaw 


him brought in, I thought the Creature would haye 


dy'd with Fear: She again threw herſelf at my Feet, 


and trembling, conjur'd me to permit her to make her 


Eſcape ; but I would not grant her Requeſt, reſolying, 


if Honorius dy'd, to give her up to Juſtice, and in the 


mean time had her confin'd in a Room on the Top of 


the Houſe, whence it was impoſlible for her to get 
away, without the Knowledge of the Servant whom 


1 order'd to keep the Key: But by what Inſinuations 


I know not, ſhe beguil'd him to betray his Truſt, and 
they both fled together; but where, I never could 
learn, nor indeed did I give myſelf much Trouble 
about it, knowing if the Buſineſs ſhould come before : 
Magiſtrate, there would appear ſo much Intricacy in 
the Affair, eſpecially when Antonia interpos'd her 
Cunning, as the Cafe for her own ſake exceedingly re- 
quired her to do, he would be extremely puzzled what 
Sentence to give. But to return to Honorius: W hen the 


Phyſician had examined his Pulſe, and watch'd — 
ours 
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Hours by him, and given proper Medicines to expel 
the Poiſon, he ſeemed to be in great Hope of ſavin 
him, Antonia, whom I immediately writ to, = 
an Account of what had happen'd, came to Vicenza; 
almoſt as much diſtracted, or feign'd to be ſo, for the 
Miſchief ſhe had caus'd, as her Brother was. But not 
to ſpin out my Narration beyond your Patience, after 
a prodigious deal of lingring Torment, he at laſt was 
out of Danger, the Poiſon not happening to have been 
ſtrong enough to ſeize the Seats of Life; tho'it miſe- 
rably deſtroy d the Outworks. He loſt his Hair, Eye- 
brows, and the fineſt Set of Teeth that could be 
His Strength was very much decay'd, and all the Vi- 
vacity and Gaiety of his Temper gone. Nothing of 
what he was remain'd, but his unextinguiſhable Paſ- 
ſion for you; and that enabled him to take a Journey 
to the Place where he had left you, before he could 
get the Phyſician's Conſent to yenture a little Walk in 
the Garden; but contrary to all our Perſwaſions he 
went, tho' till his Return he made no Confident whi- 
ther he was going, imagining, as he told me after- 
wards, that had I been appris'd of his Deſign, my Paſ- 
ſion would have carry'd me there before him. And 
indeed he was not deceiy'd in his Conjecture; no Con- 
ſideration ſhould have withheld me a Moment, had i 
known what Place HMalia's Preſence bleſs'd, and to 
that End watched _ unguarded Word his Frenzy 
utter'd, in hope of diſcovering the dear Secret; but 
failing of it then, could not expect it at his Return of 
Reaſon. Never did I ſee a Man ſo oppreſs'd with 
Melancholly as he was, when he came back from 
ſeeking you: He then related to me where he had 
lett you, and your Removal from thence, none knew 
to what Place : and lamented with ſo zealous a Con- 
cern the Improbability there was he ever ſhould be ſo 
happy to ſee you more, that 1, tho? his Rival, and 
brought into the ſame Misfortune by him, could not 
deny my Compaſſion to his Grief, — But why ſhould 
I delay to tell you, that the Loſs of you fat ſo near 
his Heart, that he grew weary of the World, reſolv'd 
: to 
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to appear in it no more, and enter'd into the Society 
of Gray -Friars, of which there is à Convent at Sego- 
nadica. 1 was pretty near bearing him Company; 
for Antonia findi al the ſoft Blaniſhments ſhe made 
uſe of were ineffectual to work the End ſhe aim'd at, 
made an Application to the Doge : The great Intereſt 
her Uncle the Count had with him, engaged him to fa- 
vour her Cauſe ſo far, as to leave me no other Choice 
than the Performance of my Contract with her, or 

o immediately into a Monaſtery, and by taking Or- 

ers, ſet her at liberty to marry another. 1 will not 
trouble you with the Chagrin I was in at this arbi- 
trary Decree, which yet 1 had no Appeal from. — 
You ſee me now her Husband,— Soon after I became 
ſo, Count Miramont died, and Honorius having for. 
ſook the World, the greateſt Part of the vaſt Poſſeſ. 
ſions he was Maſter of fell to Antonia, on which Oc- 
lion we came to Rome, moſt of the Eſtate lying 
hereabouts : A Bleſling (added he) littie proportion. 
able to that which Heaven has ſo unexpectedly fi- 
vour'd me with, the meeting here the dear, the 
everlaſting Miſtreſs of my Soul, my never, neyer- 
to-be-forgotten Idalia / 

H x clos'd this long Diſcourſe with a tender Preſ- 
ſure of her Hand, and ſuch anInfinity of ſoft Tranſport 
in his Eyes, as ſufficiently aſſur'd her Marriage had 
made no Alteration in his Sentiments. But ſhe, who 
expected to hear ſomething more of what the Deſigns 
of Honorius had been, ask'd Myrtano, if he had never 
heard any Mention of a Letter ſne had entruſted him 
with to her Father; which, after having begg'd her 
Pardon for omitting that Part of his Rival's Genero- 
ſity, he inform'd her, that he had told him the Rea- 
ſon of his deſiring her to write to Don Bernardo, was, 
that he might have a Pretence to wait on him, and 
declaring ch 
ſent to make him happy ; which if obtain d, he would 
have return'd to her without his Diſguiſe, and brought 
her back to Venice with an Equipage ſuitable to the 
Quality of Don Bernardo's Daughter and Honors's 


e Paſſion he long had for her,ask his Con- 


Wie, 
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Wife, 'Tis much (ſaid Idalia) that if he were poſ- 
ſeſs'd of ſo ſincere an Ajfettion as what you repreſent, he 
diſcover'd not himſelf before he left me, having done me 4 
Service which he might well believe would entitle him to 

Eſteem, T be Reaſon he gave me for it (an- 
ſwer'd Myrtano bowing) is ſuch a one as is infinitely 
glorious to me; bur I know net if you will pardon my 
repeating it He ſaid, adorable Idalia! that he found 
you too full of Tenderneſs for the happy Myrtano, to 
hope he ſhould be able to find Room in your Hear! for any 
ſecond Impreſſion, till Time and Abſence, and your 
Opinion of my 1nfidelity, had help'd him to eraſe the for- 
mer. Idalia could not forbear bluſhing at theſe Words, 
which put her ſo much in mind of the Extravagan- 
cies ſhe had utter'd in the Foreſt, little ſuſpecting ſhe 
had ſucha Witneſs of them. But ſhe had a Perſon by 
her, who would not ſee her in that ſoft Confuſion 
wichout taking his Advantage of it ; and making uſe 
of alt thoſe tender Artifices which Love inſpires to 
charm the liſt' ning Fair, he at laſt won her to confeſs 
that he was ſtill as dear to her as ever: He would not 
leave the Chamber till ſhe had promis'd to ſtay with 
him for ſome Time, as at firſt ſhe had made a Scruple 
of doing, ſince ſhe imagin'd (as indeed it was natural 
enough to believe) Antonia would not only be exceſ- 
lively diſquieted herſelf, but alſo contriveall the Means 
her Wit aud Malice could furniſh her with to render 
her ſo too. Nor did her Fears deceive her: Never was 
a Family more diſtracted than that of Myrtano's, the 
reſtleſs and indignant Temper of his Wite being, by 
bis keeping a watchful Eye over all her Actions, pre- 
vented from burſting out in publick, ſhew'd itſelf in 
the moſt trivial Concerns, She ſeem'd to make it her 
whole Study to diſoblige him; and he on the other 
Side, heartily hating her, did all he could to break her 
Heart. The Servants were ever countermanded by the 
one, if about to do any thing they were order'd by the 
other; Myrtano always exerting his Authority, would 
by and Antonia was not ofa Humour to endure 
it.— All their Days were paſs'd in Quarrels, and their 
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Nights in ſullen Diſcontent. — Ialia alone was un. 
controul'd, and free from thoſe Jars with which the 
Ears of every Perſon in the Houſe were grated.— 
None preſum'd to contradi& her Will, and ſhe had 
nothing to diſturb her Repoſe, but what ſhe endur'd 
from the Reproaches of her own Meditations, for hay. 
ing been the Cauſe of ſo much Unhappineſs to others, 
To make her Life more eaſy,the amorous Myrtano had 
prevail'd on her to throw off her Diſguiſe of Mens 
Cloaths, and in exchange for them had preſented her 
with various Suits of the richeſt, and moſt becoming 
a young Lady could wear; and to prevent the Ser- 
vants, or any other Perſon who had ſeen her in ano- 
ther Garb, from making any Conſtructions to her Dil. 
advantage on her Change of Habit, forc'd the haughty 
Soul of Antonia to ſubmit ſo far to his Humour, as 
to own her ſtill for a Relation of hers, who for ſome 
Reaſons had for a Time thought fit to diſguiſe her 
Sex. What a Stab this muſt be to a Wife, let an 
one judge! — But the Crimes ſhe had been guilt of 
in firſt conſpiring againſt her Life, and afterwards in 
entertaining a Paſhon ſo contrary to her matrimonial 
Vow, made it but juſt ſhe ſhould receive fuch Treat- 
ment: Butas ſhe was of a Nature too impatient to 
reflect on what ſhe had done amiſs, ſo ſhe had alſo 
too much Pride to endure the Puniſhment without 
Agonies, which ſometimes brought her into a Condi- 
tion little differing from Madneſs,— She complain'd 
of her ill Fate, but had none to remedy it: — She 
curs'd, but had none to aſſiſt her in her Deſire of 
3 Fancy cannot form an Idea of more 
_ conſummate Wretchedneſs than what this Lady fut- 
fer'd, compell'd to obey, yet eager to command, — 
wild to proclaim her Wrongs, yet oblig'd to call 'em 
none, leſt by publiſhing her Husband's Faults, ſhe ſhould 

give him a Pretence for 3 hers. 


ID AL1Aallthis while paſs'd her Hours in thoſe | 


Amuſements, in which her Soul moſt delighted; [t: 

liſt' ning to the inceſſant Vows of ſoft Inſinuations 
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adored Myrtano, rejoic'd to find him guilty of no other 
Infidelity than what his Fate compell'd him to; and 
tranſported that his Affections were rather heighten'd 
than diminiſh'd,and utterly forgetting the ſolemn Pro- 
teſtation ſhe had made before ſhe fled from Vicenza, 
never, on any Terms, to yield to ſee him more, or 
think of him but with Diſdain and Hatred, a Mo- 
naſtery was now the leaſt of her Deſire; and tho' he 
had not yet offer'd at any Freedoms more than Inno- 
cence would allow, there was a ſmall Ty that 
he would always continue to put ſo great a Conſtraint 
on his Inclinations ;— yet did ſhe either not conſider 
it at all, or in ſo flight a Manner as gave her no 
pain. Thoſe Apprehenſions which had ſo much 
alarm'd her, when, to preſerve her Honour, ſhe ha- 
zarded all the Dangers of the Sea, were now no more: 
— Lull'd in the pleaſing Lethargy of Love, Reffecti- 
on ſlept, and all the vigorous Warnings of Virtue, 
Fame and Reputation, were in the ſoft Enchantment 
huſh'd to Peace: — She ſaw nothing but Myrtano.— 
heard nothing but Myrtano; — her Soul, all diſſolv'd in 
tender Languiſhments, had no Leiſure for any other 
Contemplation :— He ſoon perceiy'd it, and with 


ſoothing Art, by unperceiv'd Degrees ſtole gent!y from 


one Liberty to another, till at laſt, almoſt unawares 
even to herſelf, ſhe yielded to all his burning Paſſion 
aim'd at, and thought the guilty Joy ſufficient Com- 
penſation for the Loſs of Honour. 

MYRT A NO had an unfaſhionable Conſtancy in 
his Nature, which made him not eſteem Idalia the lefs 
tor her giving him this laſt and greateſt Proof of the 
Tendernels the had for him. Poſſeſſion was ſo far 
from abating, that it rather increas d the Ardour of his 
Affections: — He never ſaw her without new Deſiies; 
each Look expreſs'd unſatiated Longings ; and every 
Enjoyment was like the_firſt, or more tranſporting. 
Thus for a Time were both as bleſs'd as the Gratifi- 
cation of their utmoſt Wiſhes could make them: But 
guilty Pleaſures are never of any long Continuance 
the inconſiderate Heart, which, quitting Virtue, places 

| its 


* 


144 IDALIA: Or, Per Ill 


its whole Felicity in Love, ſooner or later, muſt con. 
feſs the Error, and curſe in unavailing Penitence the 


luſcious Crime which lured them on to Ruin, The 


Senſe-enſlaved Myrtazo, and his unthinking Miſtreſs, 
were not permitted to riot many Months in their un- 
licenſed Raptures, before as dreadful as unforeſeen 
an Accident happen'd, which was the Occaſion of ſe. 
parating them for ever. 

THE enrag'd Antonia perceiving it an Impoſſji. 


lity ever to regain the Eſteem of her Husband by the 


Meaſures ſhe took, and difdaining to make uſe of 
any ſofter Means, bent her whole Thoughts on Ven. 
3 — The Contentment the ſaw in the Eyes 

oth of him and Idalia, put her beyond all Patience; 
— ſhe could not bear it; and being, by Myrtano's 
Watchfulneſs, and Knowledge of her vindictive Na. 
ture, prevented from doing any Miſchief to either of 
them, reſolv'd to buy Revenge at any rate; ſhe at laſt 
ſorm'd a Deſign which the thought could not fail of an- 
ſwering her End, — W hat is it that Deſperation is not 
capable of performing? — Thoſe who value not their 


oven Lives, with Eaſe may reach that of anotber's,— 


and Death to her was but a trivial Ill, in Compariſon 
with what ſhe endur'd in Life; — ſhe was willing 
to plunge into Perdition herſelf, provided ſhe cou' 


but drag the Perſons ſhe hated along with her, To 


facilitate her horrid Purpoſe, ſhe affected to be much 
more ſatisfied in her Mind than of late ſhe had been, 
and with an Air of Humiliation ſaid to Myrtans, 
that being fully convinc'd that the Misfortune of 
eſtranging his Affections from her, had been wholly 
owing to her own il] Management, ſhe was now 
ſtruck with ſo ſincere a Contrition for what ſhe had 
done, that cou'd ſhe but obtain a Pardon from him 
and Idalia, ſhe would forſake the World, and retire 
to a Cloiſter, and by her future Acts of Piety and 


Devotion, endeavour to expiate for the Errors of the 


paſt. He was too well acquainted with her Art of 
{eigning, to depend much on the Truth of what ſhe 


ſaid, but wou'd not ſeem to queſtion it, leſt if ) 
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had really the Intentions ſhe pretended (as 'twas not 
;npoſſibe but ſhe might) his Suſpicion ſhou'd throw 
her into her former Violence of Temper, and occa- 
ſion a Change in her Reſolution, than the Execution 
of which nothing could have pou him a greater Sa- 
tisfation. He communicated what had been told him, 
and his Sentiments of it to Idalia, who join'd in his 
Opinion, that there was ſcarce a Hope ſhe ſhou'd in 

ood earneſt be ſo alter'd ; and allo that it was pro- 

rfor em both, however, to counterfeit a Creduli- 
ty, that, by ſeeming unguarded, they might the bet- 
ter penetrate into her Deſigns. But that required more 
Skill than either of them were poſſeſs'd of: The ſub- 
til Antonia laid her Scheme too deep to be fathom'd 
by all their Artifices; ſhe behav'd in ſuch a Manner, 
that it was impoſlible not to believe her an entire 
Conyert ; ſhe pray'd, faſted, wept, nay really ſent to 
the Convent of Pour Clairs, entreating they would 
accept of her; which being granted, and every thin 

ar'd for going, ſhe begg'd that her Husband an 
2 would paſs an Hour or two in her Appartment, 
and accept of a little Repaſt with her, before ſhe took 
her everlaſting Leave: She ſaid ſhe could not promiſe 
herſelf an entire Forgiveneſs of them, without they 
obliged her in this Requeſt, Neither of them cou'd 
handſomely refuſe her, tho* Idalia wou'd have been 
better pleaſed to have been excuſed; but the Conſi- 
deration that it was the laſt Time ſhe ſhou'd eyer be © 
ſhock'd with her Preſence, made her the more eaſily 
comply, 

A very noble Collation was provided; and Antonia 
ſtill continuing to wear her Countenance of Mildneſs, 
taking up a large Silyer Cup, which ſhe had order'd 
to be fill'd with Wine.—— Here, Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
may all Offences bet ween us be for ever buried in Ob- 
ivion ; — and you (purſued ſhe, turning to Myrtano) 
my once lov'd Husband, and 1 hope my everlaſti 
Friend, tho" in this World, Heaven and my own Miſe 
fortunes ſeparate me from you, may we in another 
tafte all thoſe Joys which are denied me here = Pledge 
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me, both of you, or I ſhall think yen have but half 
forgiven thoſe Faults which Paſſion, Youth, and Inad. 


vertency have made me guilty of. Myrtano could not 
Hear theſe Words, which were accompanied with 2 
Shower of well-diſſembled Tears, without diflolyi 
too; and now fully believing ſhe was in earneſt, cou 
not help pitying her Condition, — He took the Cup 
out of her Hand with a deep Sigh; but being about to 
drink, a Servant, who ſtood at the Door, obſervi 
all that paſt, ran haſtily to him, and ſnatching from 
his Lips the fatal Draught, cry'd, What is it you 
on d do, Signior ? This Wine is mingled with ſome per- 
nicious Drug. What means the Fellow ! ( interrupted 
he) doſt not thou ſee Antonia has drank of it? But do 
not you (reſumed the other) I ſaw her when ſhe be- 
liev'd no Eye but Heaven's was Witneſs of the Deed, 
take from her Pocket a little Viol full of ſomething, which, 
1 believe, was Poiſon, and pour it in that Cup, then 
called for Wine, and mingled them together, Iis falſe 
d Antonia) tis falſe! and thou, Myrtano, haſt 
ſuborn'd this Villain to accuſe me, on purpoſe to male 
me hateful to the World, and rob me of that Compaſſion 
which my Sufferings merit. Hold, Madam ( ſaid 
Myrtano, ſtrangely amaz'd) moderate your Paſſion ; if 
wrong'd, yon ſhall have Juſtice, Tell me ( continu'd 
he ſternly, to the Fellow) by what Means came ye: 
to ſee this Action of your Lady, whith you ſay ſhe did 
with ſo much Privacy ? 1 was coming into the Room 
(replied he, with an aſſur'd Accent) ignorant that 
any body was in it, to fetch ſomething I had forgot and 
left there when 1 had lighted up Candles: But as 1 
was opening the Door, I ſaw my Lady, without being 
ſeen by her, for her Back was towards me; but ſtand- 
ing oppoſite to a great Glaſs and Candle by her, 1 has 
the Opportunity of diſcovering what ſhe was about ;— 


I plainly ſaw her mix the Liquors, which I ſhowld not 


have ſuſpefted to be Poiſon, had I not alſo heard her 
ſpeak to herſelf theſe Words,— Revenge is more than 
Life; and prefently after, I cannot feel the Pains of 
Hell, while I ſee them in 'em (ald ſpe) Damna- 
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non will be Pleaſure, if they ſhare it with me, This, 
Signior (continued he, bowing) was ſufficient to make 
me fear ſhe had ſomething more in Agitation than ſhe 


pretended, and oblig'd me to watch to whom that Cup 


was offer d. Oh ! tis all a monſtrous Lye (interrupted 
ſhe) you ſee he contraditts himſelf: He ſays tis Porſon, 
and that he watch'd to whom I 2 it Did I not 
myſelf firſt drink, and would I deſtroy myſelf? I 
know not (ſaid Myrtano) to whatExtremes you may have 
had Recourſe; but if you have here mix'd any Ingredients 
unfit for me to take, — thus I diſappoint your Aim. 
With theſe Words he took the Cup out of the Fel- 
low's Hand, and daſh'd all that was in it on the Floor. 
This Action made Antonia throw off the Mask of 
meek Humility, and appear the Fury: But Iwill not 
be diſappointed, cried ſhe, ſnatching a Sword which 
by Accident lay on the Window, and running at Ida- 
lia; nor Heaven nor Earth ſhall ward my Vengeance 
here, But ſhe ſoon found herſelf miſtaken ; Myrtano 
was quick enough to wreſt the Weapon from her, 
with theſe Words, Vile Woman, ſaid he, now you ap- 
pear yourſelf, but as the ſhameful Paſſion you had for 
this Lady, while you believed her in a Capacity of re- 
turning it, preſerved her once from my miſtaken Rage; 
fo ſhall my Care both now and ever ſhield her from 
your Malice. And muſt I then die alone (cried ſhe 
in a diſtracted Tone) muſt all I have done ſerve but 


| 70 leave you free for the Embraces of a Rival? 


And muſt ſhe, that hated Cauſe of all my Miſery, be 
bleft when I am no more O Torment, worſe than 
Hell !— Snatch, ſnatch me, Fiends, there's not a Spi- 
rit damn'd among you feels half my Pains 1 — Yes, 1 
confeſs I wonld have poiſoned both; and 'twas the 
only Joy Thought could allow my loſt forlorn Condition, 
that T ſhould ſee you, curſing each other in the Pangs 
of Death for thoſe hot Wiſhes which brought on your 
Ruin ;=— then ſink together to the loweſt Hell, where I 
ſhould follow,and be your Tormentor ſtill.— 0h! (con- 
unued ſhe, endeavouring to fly at Idalia) that vile 
Enchantreſs, whoſe bewitching Smiles firſt taught my Soul 
| G 2 | to 
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to know an unchaſte Deſire, had ſhe but periſhed with 
me, 1 would have abſolved my Fate of all Injuſtice, 
. In this Manner did ſhe rave, till Don Myrtany, 
thinking what was moſt proper to be done, aſter 
having took the trembling Idalia out of the Room, 
ſent for Phyſicians to endeavour, if poſſible, to expel 
the envenom'd Draught before it had operated too 
far. But they ſoon — ſhe had not drank a ſuffi. 
cient Quantity to endanger Life ; tho' it happen'd not 
thro* Care, having no other Deſign than to die with 
thoſe her Revenge was ſo zealous to ſend out of the 
World; knowing the very Manner of their Deaths 
cou'd not be kept a Secret, and that the Law wou'd 
not ſuffer ſuch Murders to go unpuniſh'd, In ſpite 
of the Impatience of her Temper, which, longer 
than elſe it would have been, protracted her Recovery, 
ſhe was perfectly well in a few Days. But this Ad. 
venture being whiſper'd about from one to the other 
(as in ſuch a Family it could not be otherwiſe) 
made ſo great a Noiſe in Rome, that it came at laſt 
to the Ears of his Holineſs : He had a particular Re- 
re for Myrtano, on the Account of his good Qua- 
ities; and for Antonia, as ſhe was Niece to Count 
Miramont, for whom he had had a very great Friend- 
ſhip ; and being concerned to hear of ſo unhappy a Di- 
ſturbance between them, ſent for them to know the 
Truth of the Affair. Myrtano wou'd have gloſs'd it 
over in as plauſible a Manner as he cou'd ; but his 
enraged Wite, whoſe Fury was not in the leaſt aba- 
ted, rejoic'd in this Opportunity of expoſing him 
and dalia; which ſhe 910 in the moſt bitter and in- 
vective Terms her Malice cou'd invent: And this 
Proceeding oblig'd him, in return, to lay open all 
her Actions, her Intention to murder that Lady while 
at Vicenza, the baſe Contrivance of the Letter which 
drove her from that Place, the Poiſon which Ardella 
by her Orders, gave the unknowns Perſon, who provel 
to be her Brother Don Honorius dell Miramont; her 
Paſſion for Idalia while ſhe believed her to bea Man; 
and laſtly, her Deſign of poiſoning both him and * 
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o monſtrous a Catalogue of Vices turn'd the holy 
Examiner entirely againſt her ;. he cou'd no longer en- 
deayour to perſwade them to a Reconciliation, and 
told Antonia ſhe was a Woman of too dangerous a 
Diſpoſition to be left at her own Liberty, and there- 
fore order'd ſhe ſhould be forthwith confin'd for Life 
in that very Convent of Pour Clairs, which ſhe had 
pretended to go to out of Devotion, As for Myr- 
tano, he chid him a little, for giving Cauſe of Provo- 
cation, and told him he muſt reſolve to part with 
1dalia, it being conſiſtent with neither of their Re- 
utations to live together ; and that it was not only 
the Ruin of their own Souls to continue in that 
Courſe of Life, but alſo of Antonia's, who would 
never be a thorough Convert till ſhe was eaſed of the 
Torments of Jealouſy, He cloſed the pious Ex- 
hortations he had made as Prieſt, with a poſitive 
Command as Pope and ſupreme Dictator, that Idalia 
ſhould quit his Houſe immediately, and from that 
Moment he ſhould refrain her Company. This laſt 
Sentence afforded ſome Contentment to the reſtleſs 
Hate of Antonia, and ſhe obey'd her own with leſs 
Reluctance, as ſenſible they wou'd not be leſs miſe- 
rable in being ſeparated from each other, than ſhe was 
in the Diſappointment of the Revenge ſhe purpoſed. 
Bur what Tongue is able to expreſs the Deſpair 
the poor 1dalia fell into, when Myrtano brought her 
home theſe doleful Tidings ? At firſt he had Power 
only to inform her with his Eyes that he had ſome- 
thing fatal to unfold z but the dreadful Secret muſt be 
told, and burſting Sighs, half Words and broken Sen- 
tences, at laſt made her know the worſt :=— She wepr, 
ſwoon' d, almoſt dy'd away, while he was ſpeaking : 
Nor were his Agonies inferior to thoſe which ſhe 
endured. But there was no reſiſting a Power, ſuch as 
that which had decreed their Misfortunes, at leafl while 
2 at Rome . All that remained to prop 
up falling Hope, was a Promiſe he made her of remov- 
ing as ſoon as he could diſpoſe of what Effects he had 
there, either out of the Pope's Dominions, or to ſome 
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remote Part of them, whence no Intelligence of 
their Behaviour might reach his Knowledge, Thi 
comforted her a little, and ſhe went to a Houſe whets 
he had provided her a Lodging, and Seryants to at. 
tend her, It happen'd to be in a very pleaſant Part 
of the City, next Door to a Monaſtery of Benedictina, 
among whom being a great Number of Ladies of the 
beſt Families in Rome, he hoped, by being acquainted 
with them, and viſiting there ſometimes, ſhe might 
find ſome Alleviation to her Sorrows, It was ſome 
Time before ſhe could bring herſelf even to wiſh 10 
receive any Conſolation ; but being by his daily Im- 
portunities (for he conſtantly writ to her) prevailed 
on to divert herſelf by all the Means that were in 
her Power, ſhe one Day took a little Walk in the 
Vioiter-Gardens : While ſhe was there, the Bell rung, 
and having alittle Curiouty to {22 the Nuns at Pray- 
ers, went into the Chapel, where almoſt the firſt lhe 
caſt her Eyes on was a Face perfectly known to her, 
tho' ſhe could not preſently recollect where ſhe had 
ſeen it; but going a little nearer, ſheſoon knew the 
Lady to be the beautiful Bellraixia, who, ſhe thought, 
had periſhed in the Storm from which herſelf had ſo 
narrowly eſcapẽd. The high Eſteem ſhe had con- 
ceived for her, made her extremely glad to fee her 
fafe, but the * her in that Society, ſo contrary 
to the Religion ſhe had been educated in, and her En- 
gagements with Abdomar, gave her an adequate Con- 
cern, not doubting but that unhappy Gentleman was 
loſt, She longed impatiently for the End of the Ce- 
remony, that ſhe might be informed what had occa- 
ſioned ſo ſtrange an Alteration; and ſingling herſelf 
from the Crowd, and ſtanding in a Corner of the 
Chapel, as near as ſhe could to that Place where the 
Nuns go out, ſhe gave her a little pluck by the Sleeve 
as ſhe paſſed by; which the fair Nun perceiving, 
made a Stop, and looking on Idalia, immediately 
knew her. There paſſed ſeveral Congratulations be- 
tween them for their mutual Deliverance, from ſo 
imminent a Danger; but the Pace they were in not 
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ing any long Converſation, Idalia could be made 
— ith = more at that Time than that 4þ- 
Jomar had alſo been preſerved ; and the 1 — 
this, was no ſmall Addition to the Surpriſe ſhe had 
been in before; which the beautiful Convert eaſily 
diſcerning, told her with a Smile the Wonder ſhould 
be ſatisfied, if ſhe would favour her with a Viſit the 
next Day; which Idalia aſluring that ſhe would, took 


her Leave. a 
A T the Time appointed ſhe enquired for her at 


the Grate, where a Couple of young Devorees were 


ſtanding, and was anſwered by one of them, that as 
for Bellraizia, they knew nothing of her by that 
Name, but that a Lady of a foreign Nation had late- 
ly enter'd herſelf among them, which *twas probable 
was the ſame ſhe enquired for, for ſhe had been but 
lately chriſten'd, and was called Thereſa. Idalia ima- 
gining it might be ſhe, deſired to ſee her, and the 
others very obligingly ran tofetch her, who was in- 
deed the ſame, After a little Diſcourſe on ordinary 


Affairs, Idalia expreſſing her Impatience to know 


what had been the Occaſion of this ſudden Turn in 
her Principles, as well as Affairs, entreated ſhe would 
give a — to what at preſent appear d ſo great 
a Riddle: 1 muſt be mare rude and unpolite than the 
moſt ignorant of the Country I came from (anſwered 
the lovely Proſelyte) if 1 ſbould refuſe to ſatisfy a De- 
mand which ſo obligimgly teſtifies you take ſome little 
Intereſt in my Concerns, and have not forgot the Friend- 
ſhi we promiſed to each other, at a Time when nei- 
ther of us expected to meet in any other Place than that 
which we then were in. But becauſe to relate only what 
has befallen me ſince 1 had the Happineſs of ſeeing you, 
would render the Hiſtory of my Life imperfect, if you 
pleaſe I will run over, with as much Brevity as the ſo- 
veral Incidents will permit, the Remainder of thoſe Miſ- 
fortunes, which the Tempeſt oblig'd me to. break off. 
Idalia thanking her with a low Bow for the Trouble ſhe 


| "was about to give herſelf, ſat down to liſten to what 
the ſaid, Which | 


was in this Manner; | | 
G4 The 
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Tue Continuance of the Hiſtory of Abdomar 
and Bellraizia. 


Was confined ( ſaid ſhe) in the Manner told you 

I for ſeveral Days before I ſaw any Perſon from 
whom I could learn any News how Abdomar had 
been diſpoſed of; which gave me a Rack of Thought 
infinitely ſuperior to what 1 felt on my own Account, 
The firſt that viſited me was Zatilda, enjoined by 
her Father and mine, and Mulyxeden (as ſhe did not 
fail of letting me know) to dive into my Sentiment, 
and find out if go gr the Truth of the whole Affair 
between me and Abdomar : Becauſe the Poſture he 
had been found in by the Prince, made them all poſi. 
tive that I had been made acquainted with his Paſ. 
ſion, And nothing, ſhe told me, could convince them 
that I had not only liſten'd to, but alſo allow'd of his 
Courtſhip, if I did not inſtantly conſent to ratify the 
Contract with —— You may believe twas 
with an inexpreſſible Trouble ſhe brought me theſe 
Tidings, not doubting but that I ſhould be obliged 
to comply, to the eternal Ruin of her Hopes: But 1 
aſſured her to the contrary by all the Aſſeverations l 
could make, proteſting I would rather die than make 
her ſo unhappy, if no other Obſtacle but by Friend- 
ſhip to her had interpos'd; but as I loved the charm- 
ing Abdomar, and was beloved by him with an equal 
Height of Paſſion, though his Generoſity obliged him 
to conceal it from me, no Threats,no Tortures, ſhould 
force me to act ſo contrary both to my own Wiſhes 
and theirs, who of all the World were deareſt to me. 
My renewing the Vows I had before made her on 
this Score, diſſipated great Part of the Chagrin ſhe 
brought with her; but, alas! ſhe had it not in her 
Power to give any Relief to mine, having been able 
to learn nothing concerning Abdomar, but that he 
was in cloſe Priſon, and that Mulyxeden was yet ir- 
reſolute what Sentence to paſs on him, Allthe * 
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ful Examples of which I had heard or read of jealous 
Love, came into my Head the Moment ſhe told me 
this: I fancied I ſaw him bleeding, dying, for my 
ſake, and begged Zatilda for her own ſake (ſince 
nothing elſe could give her the Happineſs ſhe wiſhed) 
and for the ſake of usall to permit me to reveal the 
Secret of her Paſſion for Mulyxeden: That (ſaid I) 
once known, will oblige the King not to take it ill that 
I refuſed to do, what done, would make:his Daughter 
wretched. My Father will not dare to force my in- 
dinations againſt the Intereſt of his — and Muly- 
zeden cannot but glory in the Exchange. All of us 
may be happy in our. ſeveral Wiſhes, would you conſent. 
But all. 1 could urge was in vain to win this modeſt 
Princeſs to give me the Liberty I ask'd; ſhe ſwore 
rather to die than proffer Love; and we 32 with- 
out being able to reſolve on any thing for our com- 
mon Satisfaction. 

Ir muſt be only the Imagination of a Perſon in- 
volved in the ſame Perplexities I was, can figure an 
Idea of what J endured in the Reflection of my un- 
happy State; but as I was ſitting alone, after Zatilda 
had left me, the Windows being open for Coolneſs, 
I ſaw fomething fly in at one of them, and fall at 
my Feet: Stooping to take it up, I perceived it was 
a Paper : which haſtily. opening, I found it contain'd 
theſe Lines, which I too often repeated to forget, and 
were in this Manner: 


To the Divine BELLRAIZ IA. 


1 it needleſs to inform you, that the Poſture I 
was found in by my Prince, has occaſion d a Jea- 
louſy of me: But 1 confeſs I have not Generoſity enough 
to ſuffer ſo great a Misfortune as the Loſs. of his Friend 
ſhip without wiſhing to be pity'd by. her, for whom 1 am 
content to endure greater llis, Mulyzeden accuſes me, 
moſt excellent Princeſs, of adoring you; and, oh! I ac- 
knowledge the involuntary Crime! But as my Lips have 
— — nur 


3 | 
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u er offended by any preſumptuous Declarations, 1 hoy, 
though he cannot, Goodneſs' like yours will pardon 4 
Tranſgreſſion, which I doubt not but I have as m 
Sharers in, as there are Souls to. be ſenſible of your Per. 
fections. I am but this Moment releaſed from my Con. 
finement, and in a few Hours muſt leave Barbary fir 
aver. All I intreat for myſelf, is your Forgiveneſs, and 
that you will believe the Crime for which I am baniſhed : 
1 never ſhould have had the Boldneſs to reveal, had 1nt 
been aſſured you would have known it without me. 
MY next Requeſt is, that you will do that Juſtit 
to my Prince, which his unbounded Paſſion, and a Mil. 
lion of excellent Qualifications, make him merit : And 
my laſt to the Gods, that the choiceſt Bleſſings in their 
Power to give, may ever be the Portion of you both, 
whatever 1s decreed for | 
The Unhappy AB DOMuAI. 


In what Manner ſhall I make you ſenſible of the 
tender Languiſhments which at the reading this took 
up my Soul ?}— But 'twas not long that ſoft Confu- 
ſion laſted; the Reflection that he was going, that! 
ſhould never ſee him more, embittered all the Sweets 
which the Contemplation of ſo generous a Paſſion 
had offorded.— But why ſhould 1 detain you With 
the particular Emotions which agitated me according 
as the different Thoughts roſe in me: In fine, | 
Joy'd, and could not bear to loſe him,-— All the Re- 
monſtrances of Honour, Grandeur, Reputation, were 
filenced by the more powerful Calls of Love: Since 
he was baniſhed, I reſolved to be the Partner of his 
Exile, whatever ſhould enſue.— You'll ſay, conſi- 
dering the Circumſtance I then was in, this was 3 
Reſolution which promis'd little Facility in the Exe- 
cution; yet diflicultas it was, the Paſſion which promp- 
ted it, inſpixed me alſo with a Contrivance to per- 
form it: I bribed one of my Women to procure me 
a Suit of Clothes, ſuch as our Negro Slaves are wont 
to wear; and oiling-my Face, and afterwards rubbing 
it over with ſome Powder, made of che Shells of 
* | | : Cheſnuts, 
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eſnuts, and ty in my Hair cloſe to my Head, 
or covering it ith a letle Taffery Cap, made myſelf 
appear ſo like one of thoſe I deſigned to pas for, that 
ny 6 the leaſt Fear of being ſuſpected, I alſo pre- 
vailed on the lame Woman, whom I had made my 
Confident, ta put on my Clothes; and if any Perſon... 
from the King, Prince Myulyzeden,or my Father, ſhouJd. 
happen to be ſent ſoon after N gone to lie down 
on the Bed, feigning an Indiſpoſition, that they might 
not diſcover it was any other than myſelf that ſpoke; 
and exacted a ſolemn Vow from her, that whatever 
happened, ſhe ſhould not confeſs ſhe knew any thing 
of my rage to any other Perſon but Zatilda. Eve- 
ry thing anſwered my Wiſh; Abdowar having Leave 
till the next Morning to prepare for his Journey, I 
mingled with his Train, and found Means to be en- 
tertained among them, I now thought myſelf moſt 
happy, ſo eaſily can Love anſwer for the want ot. all 
Things elſe; not that I was ſo abandoned to Modeſty 
as to — my ſelf to him I had run ſuch Riſques to 
follow ; no, I propoſed no other Satisfaction in this 
Flight than to avoid Mulyzedez, and enjoy the Pre- 
ſence of the Man I loved; and, indeed, it was a Fe- 
licity unconceiyable that I took in thus, unknown by 
him, obſerving all his Motions, in which 1 found no- 
thing but what ſeryed more to encreaſe my Admira- 
tion and Eſteem. . 5 | 

Bur, alas! this Scene of innocent Delight met 
with a ſudden Interruption: We had not travelled 
above fifty Miles from the Court of Barbary, . before 
we were overtaken, and. ſcized by a Party of the 
King's Horſe ſent after in purſuit of us. Abdomar 
demanding the Reaſon, was anſwered by the,Captain, 
that he muſt bring back the Princeſs Bellraixia, or 
diſcoyer where ſhe was, ſince ſhe had made her Ef- 
cape, and *twas_belieyed by his Inſtigations.— Abdo- 
mar expreſs'd the higheſt Concern, as well as Aſto- 
niſnmeat, at hearing this; but proteſted, as very 
well he might, that he was entirely innocent of it, 
But this could not, ſerxve bis Turn; the Captain was 
2882 a, : g G's obliged . 
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obliged to obey Orders, and we were all brought 
back; and Abdomar was immediately conducted into 
the Council-Chamber, where all that had Intereſt in 
it were aſſembled to examine him concerning me.— 
The Horrors I endured while this laſted, were ſuch 
as it would be impoſlible to deſcribe : 1 imagined 
that his Innocence would ſtand him in but little Read 
to defend him againſt a Party, who were reſolyed to 
think him guilty; nor was 1 miſtaken, they disbe. 
lieving all he ſaid, and imagining that if 1 were not 
really in his Company, it was on his Account I had 
left Barbary, and that there was ſome Place agreed 
on for our Meeting, ordered he ſhould be rack'd to 
make him confeſs, This Doom being paſs'd, he was 
brought out; and the Sight of thoſe Men by him, 
whom 1 knew to be the common Executioners of 
thoſe kind of Torments, made me know to what 
he was decreed; and wild with the Horror of his 
ſuffering them on any Account, much more on mine, 
I loſt all Senſe either of Shame or Danger to myſelf, 
and running in amongſt the Guards, cried out to 
them, And is it for the Princeſs Bellraizia that the no- 
ble Abdomar muſt endure the Rack If ſo, let him 
be remanded back; I can produce the Princeſs, and 
clear his Innocence. Every body that ſtood near 
enough to hear me, were ſtrangely alarm'd at what ! 
ſaid; and ſome of them, running to the Council- 
Chamber, inform'd the King of what 1 ſaid ; on which 
the Torments decreed for Abdomar were ſuſpended, 
and myſelf and he introduced, 

You may believe how great a Damp 'twas to 
me, when 1 ſaw the King, my Father, Mulyzeden, 
and all the Prime of the Nobility, before whom | 
muſt either diſcover what I had done; and the Rea- 
ſans which occaſioned it, or ſuffer the whole Weight 
of their Indignation to fall on him who was infi- 


Therefore being demanded what 1 had to offer in 
the Defence of Abdomar, and what 1 knew of Bell- 
raizia, I boldly anſwered what they asked = 
ww ; | another 


nitely dearer to me than either Life or Honour. 
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another Queſtion, which was, That if I proved the 
Princeſs's Flight unknown to Abdomar, whether 
they had any other Crimes to accuſe him of? And 
all of them aſſuring me, that if 1 did fo he was en- 
tirely at his Liberty, nothing farther having been al- 
ledged againſt him, I pull'd off my Cap, and — 
my Hair fall about my Shoulders, See here then (ſai 
I, with a Courage which I have been ſince ſurpris'd 
at my ſelf) ſee here that Bellraizia whom you ſeek, 
and whom nothing but the Guilt of permitting an in- 
nocent Perſon to ſuffer for a Crime ſhe alone is guilty of, 
ſhould have obliged to have diſcovered herſelf either 
to you, or any other, The Amazement the whole Af- 
ſembly was in, gave me leave to make a farther Ex- 
planation of my Meaning, and I recounted to them 
the Averſion 1 had for Mulyzeden, my Paſſion for 
Abdomar even before I had the leaſt Hope he would 
return it, and, in fine, the whole Truth of my Pro- 
ceedings, bating what concern'd Zatilda : And indeed 
it had happened much better, if I had alfo diſcovered 
that; but ſhe had bound me in ſo ſtrict a Promiſe, 
that I durſt not break through it without her Con- 
ſent. To give youa Deſcription of the different Agi- 
tations which I ſaw in the Countenances of the three 
I had moſt Reaſon to obſerye, the King, my Father, 
and the Prince, would be too tedious, ſo 1 ſhall on] 
fay, the Fury which I ſaw in one, could be equall'd 
only by the others: All were alike incens'd; tho' for 
contrary Reaſons, | 

I covLD notbe a Judge in what Manner Abdo- 
mar heard ſo unexpected a Diſcovery, both becauſe 
he ſtood a little behind me,and alſo that Shame would 
have prevented me from looking on him with thatEar- 
neſtneſs which ] did on the others: But if one may 
form a Judgment by the Paſſion he has ſince proved 
he was inſpired with, his Emotions muſt at that Time 
be more than ordinary. But to return to my Relation 
My Father was the firſt that broke Silence, and look- 
ing on me with an Eye that ſparkled with Indigna- 
non, 17 is not (ſaid he) this ſhameful accuſing of _ 

ſelf, 
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felf, that ought to skreen that Traitor from the Hand: 
of Juſtice. —— Yes W Mulyxeden, no leſs 
fiercely) tis plain he is guilty; for tho the Prince; 
has ſo ingloriouſiy condeſcended to yield to his Deſires, 
I never. can believe ſhe would be brought to it without 
Profeſſions, ſuch as ſhe thought merited har Compaſſion, 
"Tis falſe (reſum'd I, enraged that all I could do was 
like to be ineffectual) and tau, unbelieving Prince, 
deſer veſt not to be bleſs d with ſuch a Friend as Abdo- 
mar. Then I pluck'd out of my Pocket a Letter 
he had thrown in at my Window, which was a ſuffi. 
cient Teſtimony that he neyer had ſo much as de- 
clared his Paſſion for me, much leſs had importuned 
me to go with him, to back what I ſaid. The Prin- 
ceſs Zatilda, who hearing what had paſs'd the firſt 
Time that Abdomar had —— examin'd in the Coun- 
cil, and well knowing he had no Share in my Flight, 
ſtepp'd into the Room to clear him of this Charge, 
and immediately knowing me, vouch'd the Truth of 
what J had alledged. All theſe, Witneſles inclin'd the 
King, who was a perfect Lover of Juſtice, however 
prejudicial. it might be to his Intereſt, to recall the 
Sentence he had paſs'd on Abdomar; at which Muly- 
zeden, whoſe Rage was nothing abated by the Know- 
ledge that what 1 had done, had proceeded only from 
my own inconſiderate Paſſion, and thinking himſelf 
affronted on all Sides, turning to the King, Tour Ma- 
Jeſty, ſaid he, may, whenever you pleaſe, revoke your 
own Decrees, but neither Heaven nor Earth ſhall de- 
bar me from the Proſecution of mine: Ihave vow'd 
the Traitor's Death, and thus 1 make it good. In 
ſpeaking theſe Words, he ran at Abdomar with all the 
Fierceneſs of an inveterate Malice; but that injur'd 
Gentleman did not now, as he had done before, bow 
to receive the Wound he offer'd, but ſnatching aSword 
from a Lord that ſtood near him, put himſelf in a 
Poſture of Defence as ſoon as he perceived thePrance;s 
Deſign :- Time was (ſaid he) I wou'd have. welcom'd 
3 but now have Cauſe to value Life, and muſt, 
and will defend it for the divine Bellraizia, tho ag¹ 
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u, next to her, deareſt.to my Soul. Villain, thou 
Lf (refum'd the Prince) nor ſhall thy Flattery move 
me to Forgiveneſs, The Guards, which waited at the 
Door, were call'd in immediately, and having parted 
them, by the King's Command, bore Abdamar to the 
ſame Priſon he had been in before; not that he was 
to be treated any longer as a Criminal, but his Ma- 
jeſty thought it moſt convenient for his Safety, to 
ſecure him there from the Fury of Mulyzeden. ' He 
made me a low Reverence, with ſuch an inexpreſſi- 
ble Tenderneſs in his Eyes, ſo ſoft an Extaſy for what 
I had declared, as was beyond what any Words could 
have acknowledg'd ; but I, tho” I obſerv'd it with as 
much Rapture as my Circumſtances would allow, was 
in too much Confuſion to make any Return to the 
endearing Charm : But when he was gone, and I was 
left alone to the Upbraidings of the whole Aſſembly 
(for there was not one there who did not blame my 
Conduct) what did 1 not endure! None but Zatilda 
took my Part, and endeavoured to excuſe my Pro- 
eeedings, by pleading the Force of thatunconquera- 
ble Paſſion which had been the Cauſe of them; but 
ſhe was immediately ſileneed by her Father, asking 
her how ſhe came to be ſo well acquainted with Emo- 
tions fo contrary to Reaſon, and to Honour: But 
Prince Mulyzeden, who {till loved me, entreated them 
to ceaſe any further Reproaches, and told me, That if 
I would permit him. to eſpouſe my Cauſe, by giving 
him that Happineſs my Vows had long ſi nce made his 
Due, all I had done for Abdomar ſhould be forgot. 
No, Sir, (laid I) 1 have not gone ſo far in the Race 

of Paſſion to go back: Town your Generoſity, but "tis 


Abdomar alone I can love: As I was proceeding, my 


Father intertupted me, crying out, Degenerate Girl! 
unworthy the Regard of this noble Prince ! — But in abe 
Puniſhment I will inflict on thee, he ſhall percei ve how 
I reſent the Indignity thou haſt offer d him. | Here 
(continu'd he, to ſome of the Guards) bear her to 
ber — and let her be ſhifted of theſe diſho- 
nourable Rags; theſe ſhameful Witneſſes of — 

3 The 
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The Princeſs Zatilda had leave to accompany me, but 
had it not in her Power to give me much Confſola. 
tion, or to receive it herſelf; and I believe never two 
had more Diſtraction in their Thoughts than we. 
Sogn endeayour'd, by all the Arguments I was 
ſtreſs of, to perſwade her to permit me to reveal 
the kind Thoughts ſhe had of Mulyxeden; but ſhe was 
ſill obſtinate, and would liſten to nothing I could ſay 
on that Score, and conjured me afreſh never to let the 
Secret flip, But Providence brought it to light with. 
out my Breach of Promiſe; and we might all haye 
been happy, it Modeſty, which in others 1s the great- 
eſt Virtue, had not, by its Exceſs, been her Enemy, 
and diſappointed the Aim of Heaven. One of my Wo- 
men, who, it ſeems, had been appointed to attend me 
_ as a Spy, liſten'd to the Converſation we had to- 
gether, and related it to both our Fathers; which you 
may gueſs was no ſmall Surprize to them: But mine 
was ſo much vex'd at it, as believing this would cer- 
tainly take away all Hope of my ever being Princeſs 
of Fez, that croſſing his Ambition, he fell into a 
Fever, of which he dy d. The King ſet me at liberty 
immediately after his Death, but would not diſoblige 
the Prince ſo much as to give me leave to marry 
Abdomar, who was ſtill in Confinement, — Zatilda 
was yet ignorant that her Secret had been diſcover'd; 
and the King perceiving that Mulyzeden ſtill had the 
ſame Paſſion for me as ever, knew not which way to 
bring it about; but at laſt, finding his Daughter _ 
extremely ill (as that poor Princeſs had ever ſince 
been conſuming with inward Agonies) he propoſed 
the Matter to him. Never Man had a greater Share of 
Generoſity than that unhappy Prince; and he could 
not hear he was beloved by a Princeſs, whom it was 
not his Deſtiny to.loye, without an Infinity of Con- 
cern, but had nothing of thoſe Sentiments,which were 
requiſite to make her happy, However, the tender Con- 
cern which fill'd his Soul, might poſſibly have ripen'd 
into ſomething more to her Advantage, had ſhe not 
put herſelf pait the Power of receiying ii: The Di- 
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courſe the King had with him on this Score, was in 
the Palace-Garden, in that very Grotto where I had 
made the Diſcovery of the Paſſion which Abdomar 
had for me: The ill-fated Zatilda happen'd to bein 
one Part of it, while they were in the other, and over- 
heard all that paſs'd ; and overcome with Shame that 
the Secret was diſcover'd, and gueſſing by the An- 
ſwers which Mulyzeden made, that ſhe was like to re- 
ceive no other Benefit by it than the Compaſſion of 
the Man ſhe loved, reſolved to put an End to the Mi- 
ſeries ſhe had endured,and full of Deſparation, plung'd 
that Moment a Dagger into her Breaſt, The Noiſe 
which her Fall made among the Trees and twiſted 
Branches, of which the Grotto was compoſed, obliged 


her Father, and the Perſon for whoſe ſake ſhe had 


done this, to riſe from their Seats, and look what 
'twas occaſion'd it, It would be needleſs to repeat 
the Lamentations of a moſt tenderly loving Father,to 
find his only Child welt'ring in her Blood, and breath- 
ing her laſt ; or thoſe which Mulyxeden made, when he 
reflected he had been the Cauſe, tho*an innocent one. 
You may eaſily imagine they were ſuitable to the 
Occaſion, and to the Characters of the Perſons con- 
cern'd in it. The moſt eminent Surgeons were ſent 
for; but the fatal Weapon had reach'd too far; and 
ſhe lived no longer than to receive ſome Words of 
Compaſſion from him, who tho' he could not love, 
proteſted after he would gladly have exchanged Con- 
ditions, and bought the Preſeryation of her Life ac 
the Expence of his own. 

WHEN ſhe was gone, there was nothing in the 
Coaſt of Barbary which could induce me to ſtay in it: 
And having obtain'd Leave, I retired into the Coun- 
try, to a Caſtle which had been my Father's. Muly- 
22den would not offer to oppoſe it, nor had made any 
Viſits to me ſince the Death of Zatilda, becauſe he 
would give no Umbrage to the King; and 1 hop'd 
my abſenting myſelf, fully convincing him that I ne- 
ver would be his, would e him to return to Fex, 
or at leaſt to ſet Abdomar at Liberty, who, 1 wy con- 

ent, 
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fident, as ſoon as he was ſo, would find ſome Mean, 
to let me know it, But, alas! that too conſtant Prince 
could not forget his Paſſion! all my Unkindneſs had 
not the Power of effacing my Idea in his Soul! he 
eontinu'd to love me with an Ardency which was un- 
- vanquiſhable but by Death, which at laſt he yielded 
to! and ſure if any one ever had a broken Heart, he 
had, for he died of no other Diſeaſe but Grief, 1 
had often wonder'd, that, conſidering the Sweetneſs 
of his Diſpoſition, he had all this-while kept Abdomar 
in C y 3 but Jealouſy and diſappointed Loye can 
know no Medium in their Rage. The Moment he 
was dead, the King gave Orders that he ſhould be diſ. 
charg'd, but deſired he never would be ſeen in Barba. 
ry. H had an immediate Account of a- Things, and 
met him in the Way. After a thouſand mutual De- 
monſtrations of the tendereſt Affection, we exchang d 
Vows never to be parted more; and neither Barbar) 
nor Fez promiſing much Security, he bethought him 
of buying a Ship, and living a Rover on the Sea, that 
being a Province where no mortal Prince had Power 
to drive us from. We had been eight Months without 
ever fetting our Feet on Land, when that dreadful 
Storm, in which we thought you loſt, ſhewing us 
that Heaven deny'd its Approbation of our Love. 
However, it prevailed not to ſeparate us. Claſp'din 
each other's Arms, we reſoly'd, ſince there was no 
Hope of living, to die together. But when we thought 
our ſelves moſt in Danger, we were moſt ſecure; that 
Part of the Ship in which we were, was that which 
was daſh'd againſt the Rock, and the other being rent 
' forcibly away, this ſeem'd faſten'd to it, and the Storm 
immediately ceaſing, we remain'd in our tatter'd 
' Caſtle, till ſome Boats coming to our Relief, carry d 
us ſafe on Shore. 
In the Houſe we were directed to, there was 1 
Friar, certainly the moſt wy of his Order: Being in- 
form d of Part of our Story by Abdomar and my ſelf, 
he told me very freely, that the Breach of my Vows to 
Mulyzeden had drawn the Vengeance of Heaven on 
wats bed Ee me; 
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me; and then began to argue with ſo divine a Zeal 


on the miſtaken Precepts of our Religion, that in a 
few Days he won us both to embrace the Chriſtian 
Faith, which my Anceſtgrs had ſo ſhamefully abjur'd. 
To expiate the Sin of living ſo long in a State of Lafi- 
delity, he told us it was neceflary to do ſomething 
more than a bare Acknowledgment we had been in an 
Error; and in fine, in ſpite of the unabated Paſſion we 
ſtill had for each other, he wrought on us both ſo far as 
to prevail on us to take Orders: And by mortifying 
our Deſires in the tendereſt Part, endeavour to appea 
the Offences we had been guilty of, Abdomar, as 
well as myſelf, ſubmitted to it, and he is now with 
this good Friar among the Capuchins, and I am ſettled 
here, where ſo unexpectly I have had the good For- 
tune to meet a Perſon in whoſe Converſation I pro- 
miſe myſelf much Comfort. 

Tu E charming Convert here finiſh'd her Narra- 
tion; and alia reflecting on the Inſtability of that 
— which only Love beſtows, began to grow + 
exceeding melancholy ; which the other obſerving, en- 
treated to know the Cauſe, and alſo hat had befallen 


her ſince their Separation; which ſhe. complying 


with, let the new-made Chriſtian know, that there 
were both Misfortunes and Inadyertencies occafion'd 
by Paſſion as great as what ſhe had experienc'd. 

THE viſiting this Lady was all the Conſolation 
Idalia had in her Separation from Myrtano; but ſhe 
being ſoon after taken ill of ſo, malignant a Fever, 
thatit was thought- dangerous to approach her, ſhe 
not only loſt the Company of one whoſe Wit and 


good Humour often diverted her from any deſpairing 


Thoughts, to which of late ſhe was too liable, bur 
alſo of one whoſe Strictneſs to the Principles ſhe had 
embrac'd, might in Time have won her to a. Belief, 


that true Happineſs was only to be found in Virtue. 


And indeed in the Circumſtance ſhe then was, never 
Woman ſtood more in need of an Adviſer: The liv- 


ing in the Manner ſhe had done with Myrtano, his 


Wife's Deſparation, and the Pope's Decree, had made 
too 
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too great a Noiſe in Rome not to make her be pub. 
lickly remark'd; and embolden'd by the Knowledge 
that ſhe had been a Miſtreſe, brought all the young and 
gay Part ofthe Town to ſollicite for the ſame Fayour; 
nay, ſome of them uſed ſo little Ceremony as to make 
her _— with their Deſigns on the firſt Viſit, 
and others, treating her as a Courtexan, demanded to 
know her Price. Some would agree with her for a 
Month, others for a Week: All the Inſults that Women 
of that Profeſſion are liable to, ſhe met with; which, 
conſidering the Haughtineſs of her Diſpoſition, could 
not be expected but to drive her to Extremes. She 
writ daily to Myrtano, conjuring him to make what 
Expedition he could to leave Rome; and he continu'd 
to aſſure her, he was as impatient as herſelf. But 
Things not being ready ſo ſoon as ſhe expected, ſhe 
grew tranſported and wild with the daily Affronts ſhe 
receiv'd, and was ready to lay violent Hands on her 
own Life, rather than endure them longer: She began 
to curſe the Cauſe which had reduc'd her to a Condi- 
tion, ſuch as could give Room for Liberties ſo con- 
2 to what ſhe had been us d to receive, and could 
ſo ill bear: She wanted Revenge on all who durſt 
to uſe her in this Manner ;— and not having it in 
her Power, was ready to burſt with inward Spleen, 
and ſtifled Indignation. In this enrag'd Temper, hap- 
pening to look out of her Window, ſhe ſaw a young 
Chevalier paſs by, whom imagining ſhe had ſeen be- 
fore, ſhe Iook'd more earneſtly at, and ſoon diſco- 
ver'd it to be Florez, the Villain who had firſt betray'd 
her from her Father's Houſe, and been the Cauſe of 
allher Woe. A ſudden Thought came into her Head 
at Sight of him: To be reveng'd on him for all, ſhe 
ſent a Servant after immediately, to watch where he 
went; which being informed of, ſhe ſat down, and 
diſguiſing her Hand as much as poſſible, writ to him 
in this Manner: Ni 


To 
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Chevalier, ſo accompliſh'd as you, cannot be ſur- 

pris'd to be told the Impreſſion you have made on 
4 Heart who pretends to a Cary of diſtinguiſhing — 
But I will not go about to tell your how much I am in- 
fluenc'd by your Perſections, ail 1 ſee how you approve 
the Conqueſt you have made over me: 1f have an 
Hour to ſpare, beſtow it this Evening in the long Walk 
bebind the Benedictine Nunnery, and juſt about the 
Cloſe of Day you ſhall meet a 


Your enamour'd 
INCoGNITA, 


S uE did not doubt but the Vanity of his Diſpoſi- 
tion would make him ſwallow the Bait ſhe had pre- 
par'd for him, and ſent it by a Seryant, — im 
not to diſcover either her Name, or where OT 
if Florez ſhould enquire, as twas probable he would. 
But the Fellow, who was hired by Myrtano to attend 
her, and knew very well it was to him. ſhe was in- 
debted for a Support, thought it a monſtrous Infide- 
lity to his Lord; and inſtead of delivering it to Flo- 
rex, carry'd it directly to him. The Aſtoniſhment with 
which he read it, is not to be expreſs'd ; but reſolving 
to inform himſelf to what Lengths the _—_ he ima- 
ined her guilty of would carry her, he muffled him- 

elf up in his Cloak, and went himſelf at the appointed 
Time to the Place of Aſſignation, where he had not 
waited long before he perceived her coming. There 
was ſo little Difference in their Stature, that ſhe might 
be eaſily deceived; and coming near him, I believe, 
Signior (aid ſhe) you are the Perſon I would ſpeak 
with: Are you not call'd Don Florez? I am (reply'd 
Myrtano, in a low and feign'd Voice) You had 4 
Letter (reſumed ſhe, drawing a Dagger, and ſtriking 
it 


it with all her Force into his Breaſt, before he had Op- 
rtunity to diſcover who he was) an nou) I give a 
Preſent ſuch as your Villany deſerves, She had Op. 
portunity to ſay no more, he falling, 8 
<ry'd out, O Idakz! what hive 90nd. Theſl 
Words, the Voice, and a eloſer Obſervation, made 
her know to whom ſhe had given the Blow; but all 
that can be conceiv'd of diſtracting Grief; of Horror 
without a Name, was ſhort of what ſhe felt at this 
amazing Sight: She tore her Hair and Face, rav'd, 
ſtamp'd, cursd Fate, and ſcarce ſpar'd Heaven in the 
Extremity of her Anguiſn: She threw herſelf upon 
his bleeding Body, and kiſs'd a thoufand Times the 
Wound ſhe had made. ut this affording but little Sa- 
tisfactionto the Racks of Thought, which at this ſhock- 
ing Moment hurry'd her wild Brain, ſhe ſtarted up, and 
ſnatching the Dagger, plung d it thro' her Heart, He 
had juſt Power to open his Eyes, and ſee the dreadful 
Reparation ſhe had made him, and then clos'd them 
for ever. She lived ſome Hours to relate what ſhe had 
done, and the Canſe that-moved her to it, to ſome 
Perſons whom the Exclamations ſhe made drew thi- 
ther; but not long enough to ſee the Juſtice of Hea- 
ven executed on Florex, who being fled from Fenice 
for a Murder he had been güilty of, was diſcover'd at 
Rome, and there apprehended, and on the Account of 
many other baſe Actions, wholly friendleſs, he ſuffer- 
ed the Law, and dy'd as much unpity'd, as Myrtans 
and his unfortunate Miſtreſs were the contrary. 
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By Mrs. E L I 2 A Haywoon. 


Love's an heroick Paſſion, ꝛbhich can find 


Mo room in any baſe degen'rate Mind : 


It kindles all the Soul with Honour®s Fire, 
To make the Lover worthy his Deſire. 
DRYDEN. 
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SURPRISE: 


ConsTANCy rewarded. 


SIG LIND4 had Beauty, Wit, good 
Humour, and by the Death of her 
ay Parents, was left Miftrefs of a con- 
fſiderable Fortune in her own Diſ- 
Y. poſal ; which laſt Article attracted a 
great Number of Adorerss Among 
thole who ſollicited her Fayour, there were two ſo 
equal in her Eſteem, that the Regard ſhe had for 
both, render'd it impoſſible for her to make Choice 
of either: The Name of the one was Ellmour, 
and the other Bellamant, Each had Perfections 
rarely to be found in an Age ſo degenerate as this; 
and if the former of theſe Gentlemen had the Ad- 
vantage of a much longer Courtſhip, and better 
Eſtate than the other, the charming Bellamant had 
Graces which well made up for thoſe Deficiencies.— 
There was ſomerhing ſo prodigiouſly enchanting in - 
his Countenance and Manner of Behaviour, that it 
was ſcarce poſſible to know him, without loving 
him. Alinda, whether it were that her Hour was 
not yet come, or that ſhe had not a Soul ſuſce 
Vor, III. H 
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tible of the tender Paſſion, felt not any of thoſe vio- 

lent Emotions which are the Characteriſticks of De- 

ſire. Tis probable, had either of them ſingly made his 

Addreſſes to her, ſhe. might have been pecluaded to 

have thought herſelf happy in uing; but, all 

hings ry. * between them, their Merits, ſeem' d 
H 


t 
ſo r the Scale ouldturn on neither Side. 
L E ſhe was in this Dilemma, a young Lady, 
a near Relation, whom ſhe had not ſeen for ſome 
Years, came to Town ; and the Pleaſure ſhe expected 
to find in her Converſation, for a while gave Truce to 
all other Thoughts. But, alas ! ſhe found not thoſe 
Charms in her Society which it was wontto afford ;— 
Her once ſprightly Wit, and Gaiety of Diſpoſition, 
was now chang'd to a heavy Languor.— She ſpoke 
but ſeldom z and when ſhe did, it was in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that the Stangers-by might eaſily perceive ſhe 
forc'd herſelf to a Complaiſance, which could: not but 
be painful to her. 4linda, who tenderly lov'd her, 
was extremely troubled to obſerve this Alteration 
but tho' ſhe preſs'd her to it by all the Adjurations 
imaginable, the could draw nothing from her that 
could enable her to form any Conjecture of the Cauſe: 
— Till one Day, as they were ſitting together, word 
being brought to Alinda that Bellamant was come to 
2 Euphemia (for that was the Name of this 
fair Diſconſolate) ſtarting from her Chair and run- 
ning to the Window, as tho to look who it was, 
fell down in a Swoon on the Floor. — 'Tis hard to 
ſay, whether the Concern Alinda was in to ſee her 
thus, or Amazement at what had occaſion'd it, was 
moſt predominant in her Soul; but performing all 
the tender Offices of Friendſhip, in Eta Means for 
her Recovery, ſhe at length lifted up her Eyes, but 
with ſuch a T rent of Tears, as tho' it was to them 
ſne was indebted for forcibly opening thoſe Lids, 
which but a Moment before ſeem'd ſealed with Death. 
—— As ſoon as ſhe had the Power of Utterance, pre- 
venting any Interrogatories Alinda might probably 


have made, How long, ſaid ſhe, have you been of 
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zellamant's Acquaintance ? which the other having 
anſwer d, But a ſhort Time: I beg, reſum'd ſhe, you 
will, on no account, mention to him the Name of 
pour unhappy Couſin, — I entreat this Fayour of you, 
by the near Affinity Which is between us, by that 
Friendſhip you have flatter'd me with, and by that 
which 1 have in reality for you: — And in return, 1 
will relate to you the Circumſtances of a Hiſtory you 
have ſeem'd deſirous to be inform'd of, and which 
Shame only has kept me from revealing... 

ALINDA, though more aſtoniſh'd than before, 
aſſur'd her, ſhe would moſt faithfully obey the Injun- 
Qion ſhe laid on her: And, ſaid ſhe, wholly to remove 
rour Doubts, 1 will not ſee him till your diſcovering , 
to me the Reaſons you have for an Order, which at 
preſent appears ſo much a Riddle, ſhall inſtru me in 
what manner I ſhall proceed. — She had no ſooner 
ſaid this, than ſhe called a Servant, commanding him 
to tell Bellamant, that being engaged on Buſineſs, ſne 
could not receive the Favour he intended her that Day. 
You ſee, reſumed ſhe; my dear ee 1 bave, 
for this Time, put it out of my Power to gratify 
that Inclination too many of our Sex have for blab- 
ing eyery thing that has the Appearance of a Se- 
ctet : And if it will be any Mitigation of the Sor- 
rows wherewith you ſeem ſo much oppreſs d, will 
continue ſtill to do ſo, by never ſeeing Bellamant 
more. Take heed, kind Alinda, anſwered the other, 
take heed, leſt you promiſe more than you ſhould be , - 
able to perform: —Conſult your Heart, and then re- 
ſolye me, if 1 indeed ſhould exact that Proof of Friend- . - 
lip from you, would it be in your Power to baniſh -- 
bellamant? I neyer yet could perceive ( ſaid Alinda, - 
bluſhing) that I had any Sentiments fax that Gentle- 
man, which ſhould render the parting with him a 
Dificulty ! —But if 1 were in reality guilty of that 
Weakneſs your Words ſeem to intimate, it muſt be 
Going a Violence to myſelf greater than yet I have 
any Notion of, that 1 would not willingly riſque, 
to make you eaſy. There paſs'd between them many 

H 2 other 
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other ſuch Expreſſions of mutual Friendſhip and Re- 
gard for the Happineſs of each other: But the one be- 
ing impatient for the unravelling an Affair which ſhe 
could not yet comprehend, and the other as deſirous 
of 8 it, they ſhut themſelves into Alinda's 
Cloſet, and having given ſtri Orders to the Servants, 
not to diſturb them on any Account whatever, Euphe- 
mia began to ſatisfy her Curioſity in theſe Words: 


The Hiſtory of EUPHEMIA. 


Need not tell you ( ſaid ſhe) that my Parents, b 
. their late Misfortunes, were reduced to an Eb 

too low, to be able to leave me a Fortune anſwer- 
able to the Hopes with which 1 had been educated; 
You know all thoſe Affairs perfectly well; as alſo that 
my Aunt in Wil:ſhire, pitying the Diſappointment 
which at ſo early an Age fell on me, took me under 
her Protection: But you are yet to be inform'd with 
how extreme a Tenderneſs ſhe treated me : All the 
Love which I could have expected from the fondeſt 
Mother, joined to the Freedom of a Siſter, and the 
Complaiſance of the moſt diſtant Acquaintance, I 
found from her, The Belief that her Affection would 
conſiderably add to my little Fortune, with the Advan- 
tages of Youth, good Clothes, and a tolerable Face 
and Humour, gain'd me, in a little Time after I had 
been in her Houſe, ſeveral who called themſelves my 
Lovers :—But I was poſſeſs'd with I know not what 
Lind of an Averſion to any Talk of that Nature ;— 
I was not only unſuſceptible of Love, but alſo regard- 
leſs of Intereſt, for ſome of the Offers made would 
have been highly for my Advantage to have accept- 
ed. Had my Aunt, indeed, been more preſſing for 
me to, have made my Choice among them, 'tis pro- 
bable I ſhould not have run the Hazard of diſobliging 
her; but as her Goodneſs to me was in every thing 
more than common, ſo it was alſo in this; and per- 
ceiying no Inclination to change the State 1 4-1 in, 
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ſorbore to urge me beyond my own Deſires, —O 


the Tranquillity I' then enjoy'd ! ——How calm, how 
andiflurbld were then my Thoughts ! — No buſy- 


Cares waited on my waking Hours! — No ena”. | 


Anguiſh haunted my Nights, and broke my peacefu 
Slumbers ! Life, like an unruffled Stream, ſlid on 
ferenely gay! — I was ſo ignorant of Woe, that 
I beliey'd there could not be a E than the Head- 
ach! As for the Diſorders of the Mind, I looked on 
them as chimerical, unleſs occaſioned by ſome horrid 
Crime, and therefore unworthy Commiſeration, — 
O that J ſtill had been that happy Ideot! Dear» 
bought Experience, how haſt thou undone me! 


A STorM of Sighs here intercepted the Paſſage of 
her Words ; and ſhe was obliged to pauſe, to give the 
ſtruggling Anguiſh Vent, which elſe might have 
thrown her again into the ſameCondition from which 
ſhe had ſo lately been recovered : —But overcoming, 
as well as ſhe was able, the ſecret Load which preſſed 
her Spirits down, ſhe at length reſumed Strength 
enough to proſecute her Relation, in this Manner: 


Mr Aunt A ſhe) who, as I have already tb 


Jou, took Delight in affording me all the innocent 


Recreations which were becoming me to take, wou'd 
needs have me accompany ſome young Ladies in ous 
Neighbourhood, who were going to the Bath, it be- 
ing then the Seaſon of the Year when all the gay 
Part of the World reſort thither, with as great an 
Impatience to partake the Diverſions of the Place, as 
the Old and Infirm do in the Hope of being reſtored 
to new Life and Health, by the help of thoſe excel- 
lent Waters, — You may be ſure, I was not back- 
ward in complying with a Command ſo perfectly 
kind and obliging to me; and, to leaye nothing un- 
done, which 2 make me ſee ſhe ſtudy'd my Credit, 
as well as Pleaſure, ſhe ordered ſeveral very rich Suits 
of Clothes to be made for me, and preſented me 


with Jewels of hers to the Value of ſome thouſand 
Pounds, and gave two of her Footmen Commiſſion 
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to wait on me there, as their ſole Miſtreſs, It was 


thought by thoſe who knew ſhe was preparing to ſet 
me out in this ſplendid Manner, that it was done 


with a Deſign, that thus adorned, thus attended, ! 


might get a Husband among that numerous Aſſem. 
bly, more to my Advantage than J could in our re. 


| tir'd Part of the World. If it were ſo, which 1 was 
far from thinking, her kind Intentions found a eruel 


+ 0+ 


Diſappointment ; all thoſe Expectations with my 
Peace of Mind were ſunk, to riſe no more! — gut 
I will not anticipate what the Diſcovery is I have to 
make, by giving you any Hints which may makelight 


Conjecture to the Sequel. —In fine, I went; made 
| 6 go an Appearance as ETSY on the Walks; 
an 


had my Vanity not a little gratify'd, to find my. 
ſelf more addreſſed to than ſome who had been cele. 


brated Toaſts, and whoſe Birth and Fortune were 
infinitely ſuperior to mine, —1 doubt not, indeed, 
but great part of the Reſpects paid to me, was ow- 
ing to my Dreſs and Fquigage ; for being utterly un- 
known there, I was taken tor a much greater Fortune 
than I was in reality. 


ITI Variety of Humours and Amuſements one 


finds in ſuch Places, is agreeable enough to a Mind 


entirely at Eaſe, as mine was, and unprepoſſeſſed 


with any other Ideas; and as I was naturally of a 


| Diſpoſition rather too gay and ſpirituous than the 


© _ contrary, I never refuſed the coming into any Mea- 


' ſures which had a Proſpect of Diverſion in them ; — 
' whether the Company was for Riding, Walking, 


my Soul in ſearch of 


Dancing, Playing, 1 readily made one, and had the 

Reputation of being not the leaſt entertaining among 

them. —But ſoon theſe empty Pleaſures ceaſed ; one 
fatal Moment robbed them o 


ment re | their Joys, and taught 

me to deſpiſe the gaudy, noiſy Nothings, and ſend 
Hap ineſs more elevated. 

HAPPENING to go wich one of the Ladies whom 


1 had accompanied from Home, one Morning, with 


a Deſign to bath, we perceiv'd a Gentleman juſt 
coming out of it. The -peculiar Richneſs and fine 
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Fancy 
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Fancy of his Night- Gown and Cap immediately at- 
tracted our Eyes; but we could not long be taken 
vp with an Admiration ſo trifling as his Dreſs, which 
ſerv'd only to make his lovely Form more conſpicu- 
ous: The Nobleneſs of his Air, the Exactneſs of his 
Shape, the manly Majeſty which ſparkled in his Eyes, 


the thouſand, thouſand unutterableGraces whichplay'd 


about his fine proportioned Mouth, roo much en- 
ofoſs'd our Sight, to leave a Glance for any -other 
View: Nine it did, at leaſt ; and I could have wiſh- 
ed to have been all Eye, ſo greedy, ſo eager was I 
to gaze upon his Charms, —— The God of Love now 
ruſh'd at once with his whole Force into my Soul, 
and in an Inſtant, every throbbing Vein ſwell'd with 
the new, the ſoft Deſire !——The aſtoniſhing Delight 
of looking on him, took from me the Power of 
Thought; 1 ſeem'd as though riveted to the Place 
I ſtood in; nor, till he was gone paſt my ſtraining 
Sight to reach him, had Speech or Motion, though 
the Lady Who was with me, as ſhe afterwards told 

had feveral Times ſpoke to me, and pulled me 
by the Sleeve to come forward. Ignorant of what 


1 ailed, yet confcious of a wondrous Change within, 


1 long'dto be alone; and, under the 122 of be- 
ing ſuddenly a little indiſpos'd, refuſed to bath that 


Day, and retired as faſt as I could to my Appart- 
ment. i a 


As little an Opinion as I had of Love, I had read 


 agreatdeal of its Influence; and when I examined the 


Symptoms in 'myfelf, found they were ſo near the 
Deſcription of that Paſſion, that I no ſooner began to 
compare them, than 1 ceaſed to doubt if they were 
the fame. Yes, I felt too ſtrongly the Power 1 
had ſo long contemned, not to repent of my for- 
mer Unbelief, — And from the Moment I perceiv'd 
myſelf in Love, perceiv'd alſo I was unhappy rot 
all the Flatteries I had been accuſtomed to hear, could 
make me hope there was any thing in me worthy 


of being taken notice of by a Man, fo far above the 


common Rank of Men, as to his bodily Perfections, 
"3 | H 4. and 


given him. 
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and who, I knew not, but might be of a Quality which 
might render all Hope of a Return of Paſſion from him 
as inſolent, as vain! — Reſolving, however, to bs 
aſcertained who he was, and, if it was poſſible, have 
one more Sight of him, I dreſſed myſelf in the moſt be. 
coming Manner 1 cou'd, believing that in all-Probabi. 
lity he would be onthe Walks in the Evening or if he 
were not, I ſhould eaſily find ſome one or other, who, 
by m 8 of him, might know him enough, to 
be able to inform me of his Name and Quality, — Be. 
tween the Time of my ſeeing him and that to walk in, l 
had various Conjectures what the Reaſon ſhould be 
which had obliged him to remain retir'd in a Place ſo 
publick ; for I was certain he had very little appear'd 
abroad, becauſe there was no Aﬀembly in which! had 
not a Part; and could not think he was lately come, 


the Seaſon being tar ſpent, and the Company were 


beginning to think of a Return, — However, in ſpite 
of Im robability, this laſt happened to. be the Truth; 
for I had no ſooner entered = Walks, than 1 ſaw 
him there, with an Air and Mien which methought 
gave a new Luſtre to the Place. 

THE Freedom uſed there, gave him an Opportu- 


' nity of accoſting me, and the Ladies with me; which 


he did in a Manner far above my Hopes; and, in the 
way of Converſation, let us know how — he 
thought himſelf to loſe ſo much of the Seaſon, which 
had been occaſion'd by a Fall from his Horſe in com- 
ing there, being obliged tolie a conſiderable Time on 
the Road {to recover ſome Hurts that Accident had 

un as he was ſpeaking this, ſome 
Company joined us on the other fide, with whom 


my two Companions were talking. To be confin'd 


ſolong, Madam ( ſaid he to me) in an odious Inn, was 
to a Man naturally fond of Delicacy an unſpeakable 


Mortification; but my Misfortune had been by in- 


finite Degrees more terrible to be born, had I known 
it had detain'd me from the Preſence of a Charmer 
ſuch as you, I will not go about, my dear Alinda, 


10 repreſent with how much Tranſport I my: 
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this little Compliment, nor the Manner in which I 


-anſwer'd it; you will hereafter have ſufficient Proofs. 


of my Weakneſs, without ſpinning out my Narration 


to a tedious Length by the Repetition of Trifles: So 


1 ſhall only ſay, this was but the Introduction to a 
thouſand more paſſionate and tender Declarations,— 
In fine, he behay'd himſelf in ſuch a Manner, in ſpite 


of the Diſadyantages of being in a Place ſo publick, 


and unfit for Diſcourſes of that Nature, that I half 
flattered myſelf J had been capable of creating the 
fame Emotions in his Soul, which I felt ſo powerful 
in my own on his Account. | 


' I'WENT to Bed that N ight, with Reflections far 


different from thoſe which had uſed to accompany 
me,— I now knew what it was to hope and fear; 
to raiſe my tow'ring Expectations to the Skies, then 
fink them with as little Shew of Reaſon down to Hell, 
juſt as wild Fancy and unguided Thought 1— an 
Idea of Events, or to be wiſhed or dreaded : ——Con- 
founding Probabilities with their Contraries; form- 
ing a thouſand incoherent Reſolutions, yet unable to- 
determine any thing, — In all the ſweer Perplexities, 
the pleafing Roſtlefſireſ $ that attends new-born Deſire, 
did I paſs the Hours till the Dawn arriy'd; at which. 
Time [ roſe to dreſs, being to meet him by Appoint- 
ment, to ſhare the Pleaſures of a Morning Walk, 
which he ſaid was infinitely more —— than the 
Times generally made choice of for that Purpoſe 
Judge not too ſeverely of my Weakneſs, dear Alinda,. 
that I ſo imprudently conſented to meet a Man alone, 
aMan whom I had never ſeen but that Day, and whoſe 
very Name I was yet a Stranger to: If ever you 
have 1 050g the Force of raging burning Love, 
you will forgive and pity my Proceedings, not only 
what I have already related, but that Which I have 
yet to ſpeak, —— 3 
SHE bluſh'd, and pour at theſe Words, perhaps, 
expecting Alinda would make ſome Anſwer to them; 


but perceiving ſhe was filent, and took no other No- 


fce of the Apology he * than by tenderly look- 
H 5 i 


ws 
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ing on her, and gently bowing her Head in Appro. 
bation of it, ſhe TY 6 on in the Recital. 

had begun. WR 
Jo repeat (ſaid ſhe) the obliging Expreſſions he 
made uſe of to thank the Condeſcenfion I had favour d 
| him with, would be an Injury to them, ſince the 
Energy with which they were deliver'd, and the 
Looks which accompanied them, added a Charm to 
"them, Which all the Words in the World, if ſpoke 
by any other Perſon, could not boaſt, — 1 would 
have you therefore imagine, that all that can be con- 
ceiv'd of tender, of paſſionate, all that the moſt ea- 
755 Love and refin'd Wit have the Power to in- 
pire, filled his Profeſſions, and adorned his Vows.— 
IT x Converſation laſted for ſome Hours, and end- 
ed in my permitting him to proſeeute an honourable 
Pretenſion: After he had aſſur'd me he intended no 
other, and had acquainted me with his Name and Fa- 
mily, That is an Article (purſued ſhe, bluſhing mers 
than before) which I believe I may ſpare myſelf the 
Trouble of relating, fence 1 doubt not but both by 
my Deſcription of his unequall'd Charms and the 
1 Confuſion with which 1. juſt now ſaw him at your 
Gate, you are already ſufficiently convinced it was 
no leſs a Prodigy of Perfection than Bellamant, who 
had the Power to influence me to a Weakneſs, which, 
to have been guilty of for any ether Man, would not 

- have been pardonable. | 

I T was with all the Earneſtneſs in the World ſhe 
Rxed her Eyes on the Face of Alinda, as though 
me would dive into her Soul, and read the Effect 
theſe Words made on her; but perceiving no viſible 
Alteration, proceeded in her Diſcourſe without any 


. 
_ PR TT — 


: 2 ; 


Interruption. nnd in ae 1 
TI Joy I had f ſaid ſhe, with a Voice more aſſur d 
41 than before) to find that Bellamant was not of a Rank 
| fuperior to my own, nor had an Eſtate which could 
| entitle him to the Hope of marrying a Woman with 
| . A better Fortune than what 1 had in Poſſeſſion, and 
| was in Expectation of from the Indulgence 6 BY 


_—_ 
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Aunt, is not to be ex preſſed. I now began to taſte 
the Sweets of Love: I had every Day ſome new 
proof of his Increaſe of Paſſion; and ſure never Man 
made ſo good Uſe of his Time as he did; for from 
his coming to the Bath, and that in which we were 
oblig'd to leave it, was not exceeding ten Days; and 
were I to repeat the thouſand, thouſand ſoft Proteſta- 
tions he made me in that Time, you would fearce 
believe as many Weeks would give them Utterance. 
We were, indeed, from the Moment in which I per- 
mitted his Addreſſes ſcarce an Hour aſunder, but in 
the Hours allowed for Repoſe; and even thoſe, the 
ſeeming Impatience of his Paſſion would infringe, 
and it was commonly Four or Five in the Morning, 
before he could prevail on himſelf to leave me. — 
Taz Time of our Departure being come, he ac- 
companied us on Horſeback to Miliſhire; and. after 
having obtained my Aunt's Leave, viſued me at 
Home with the ſame Aſſiduity he had done at the 
Bath. — For the ſpace of a Month, I would not 
haye changed my Condition with the firft Princefs- 
of the Royal Blood : — l thought myſelf ſecure: of 
the Affections of the only Man in the World I looks 
ed on as worthy off a Paſſion ſo : ſincere and violent 
as mine, and one who, though I could not live. in 
Grandeur with, I believed had a Competency to main- 
tain us in a handſome Manner, — My Aunt, havinghad 
ſeveral Conferences with him concerning Settlements. 
and Jointure, approved of all he ſaid, and countenan- 
eed our Aﬀections, which ſeemed to wait. a Conſum-- 
mation only for a Gentleman, a diſtant Relation of 
bers, who was a Lawyer, and was every. Day ex- 
pes to come down and draw. the Writings. At 
ngth he came; Bellamant had ſome Talk with him 
on the Affair, and the next Evening was appointed 
for ſigning the Deeds. | 
HITHEXToO the Weakneſs of my inconſiderate 
Paſſion for a Man I had ſo little Knowledge of, was 
excus'd by. the Appearance of the greateſt. Honour 
his * ; but now comes the black 
6 9 


— 
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Part of his Character: —Now, now the Diſguiſe of 
an Angel is thrown off for ever, and all the Friend in 
naked Vileneſs is expos'd to View! — The Morning 
of that Day, which I expected was to have made 
him, in eyery thing but the Ceremony of the Church, 


for ever mine, inſtead of coming, as was his Cuſtom 


every Morning, to give me the Bonjour, by the Hands 
of a Country Fellow, who lived in a Cottage hard: 
by, I receiv'd a Letter from him. 
TAE firſt Sight of the Superſcription, for I was 
perfectly acquainted with the Charadeer, immediately 
told me who it came from. —— The ſending a Let. 
ter, when I expected himſelf, and the odd Manner 
in which it was brought (having a Servant of his 
own, who, if any Accident had oceaſioned his Wri. 
ting, one would think, ſhould have been the moſt 
proper Meſſenger) alarm'd my trembling Heart with 
es which till' that Moment 1 was a Stran- 
ger to:— A thouſand various Conjectures, all ſhock. 
ing, all confounding, ran in a- Moment through my 
14 y Brain, and ſo diſabled all my Faculties, that [ 
lad ſcarce Strength or Reſolution to open it. But 
when 1 did, I found the cruel Certainty of my un- 
exampled Shame, and his cold Perfidiouſneſs, in theſe 


To the moſt Excellent of her Sex, the ne- 


ver- too-much Ador'd EU PRE MIA. 


a 1 HAVE for ſome Days paſt, my for- ever loud, for 


ever· ador d Euphemia ! been endeavouring to re- 
weal a cruel” Secret, ꝛbhich to have hid from you, 
ould have render d me more guilty in reality, than 1 
ſhall appear in the diſcloſing it; but it was not in my 


_ Power, while looking on you, to tell yon 1 muſt not look 


on yon no more: Yes ſuch--is the ſad Neceſſity of 
Fate 1—1 muſt tear myſelf for ever from you, muſt 
reſolve to gaze na more on your enchanting Eyes !/— 
no more myſt liſten to your: heavenly Accents {——10 

more 
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more muſt be bleſs'd with the tranſporting Proofs of Love; | 


of 

in conſe/s*d for a Wretch, who has it not in his Power to | 
8 deſerve the thouſand, thouſand Part of that Profuſion = 
le of o'erpowering Joy your Goodneſs has ſo laviſhly ſhow- 

h, od on me! — Yes, Divine Creature! I muſt be curs'd 

m in an eternal Abſence; or by faying, and putting myſelf 

Is in poſſeſſon of that Bliſs your Extravagancy of Mercy 


has made me hope, make you a Sharer in - Misfortunes 
which 1 tremble but to think on. — Rather let me dis 
in the ſevereſs Torments, or ſuſſer the worſt Miſery of 
Liſe, por kr in tedious Woe, and everlaſiing Deſpair, 
than be guilty of a Crime to her whom more-than my 
Soul I love, and next to Heaven adore ! —— Oh ! I'm 
on the Rack while writing this How was it poſſuble 
1. ſhould ſpeak it then ? Pardon me! pity me! is 
all 1 ast for the extremeſt Proof of Love a breaking, 
bleeding Heart e' er gave Farewell The Tem- 


nl 
peſt in my Mind rages with a Violence too fierce to per» | 
| 


r mit me to add more — I will not even wiſh you ſhould 
U remember me, leſt it might prevent your giving your- 
[ {elf to ſome happier Man, though none can ever love 
> you with greater Purity, and zealous paſſion, than him 
0 who would have haxarded every thing but your Peace 
a of Mind and Felicity, to have been 


Eternally Tours, 


BELILAMAN Tr. 


War became of me at 2 aſtoniſning 
: Epiſtle, you may judge, by what I have told you of 
the Violence of my Paſſion for this perfidious Ingrate. 
The Grief, the Shame, the Indignation, at being uſed 
in ſuch a Manner, were of themſelves ſufficient to have 
broke theStrings of aHeartmore inur'd toMisfortunes, 
and better fortify'd with Preſence of Mind, than mine: 
But to thoſe other Paſlions-I had Deſpair, and an un- 
yanquiſhable Tenderneſs to ſtruggle with: — I knew 
not whether I was come to the, Concluſion, be- 
- fore I ſelldown in a Swoon, in which I remain'd till 
my 
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my Aunt, being told a Letter had been brought me, 
came to my Chamber to learn the Contents, and ; 
found me on the Floor with the fatal Paper open in | 
my Hand. —She called her Women immediately 10 
raiſe me, while ſhe went aſide to examine what had 
occaſioned the Condition ſhe ſaw me in. 
. BEING with much-ado brought to myſelf, ſhe 
uſed. all imaginable Means for my Conſolation ; but 
my diſtracted Brain ſtill running on Bellamant, — 1 
rav'd inceſſantly on his Name, entreating he might 
be ſent for, that I might, at leaſt, have the Satisfaction 
of upbraiding him. — That is what I would have 
done for you (aid my Aunt) but, alas! he is gone 
too far from any thing to overtake, unleſs it be the 
Curſes his Ingratitude to you has drawn upon him,— 
How! (interrupted I, wildly) is then the Traitor 
gone? —He is (reſumed ſhe.) On the firſt Diſcovery 
of what had throwu you in theſe Agonies, I ſent to 
the Houſe he lodg'd in, and by the People of it was 
inform'd, that he took Horſe laſt Night, after having 
left that Letter, with a ſtrict Charge, that they 
mould ſend it by ſomebody they could truſt, to de- 
liver it into your own Hand this Morning 
THIS Aggravation of my Sorrows, threw me 
again into the Condition from which 1 had ſo hard- 
ly been recoyer'd, that my Aunt for ſome Time had 
imagined my Soul had entirely taken leave of my Bo- 
dy. — I continued in theſe Swoonings the whole Day, 
and in the cloſe of it fell into ſo violent a Fever, that 
in leſs than a Week my Life was deſpair'd of by 
the Phyſicians, whom my Aunt, in the beginning of 
my Hineſs, had ſent Poſt - Horſes to fetch, ſerupling 
no Expence nor Care for my Recovery. put it 
pleaſed Heaven, contrary to all their Hopes, when 
my Diſtemper was at the worſt, to give a ſudden 
Check to it. — I fell into a Sleep, Which by the 
Standers-by was believ'd to be my laſt, and -waked 
conſiderably amended. By degrees the Violence of 
the Fever abated, and I was ſoon reſtor'd to that bo- 
#iy Health I enjoyed before z- but never, never _ 
V1 ope 
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dim, and, if poſſible, oblige him to an Explanation of 
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hope to recover the Diſorders * Mind: — They, 
like a Vulture, prey upon me ſtill, and will do ſo 
while Life ſhall laſt. | : 

AconNSIDERABLE Augmentation of them 1 re- 
ceiv'd, when, being no ſooner able to walk about my 
Chamber, than my dear Aunt fell ill, Whether it were 
that the Diſeaſe I had labour'd under had any thing 


of Malignity in it, or that it was owin to her rear 
Concern for me, I know not; but he was ſeized 


with the very ſame Symptoms I had complained of: 
And being of too 7 an Age to ſtruggle with this 
powerful Enemy of Nature, yielded to its Force, and 
expired in a few Days,— In the very Pangs of her 


Death, her Tenderneſs for me continued; ſhe made 


her Will, and to compenſate as much as poſſible for 
the Severity of Fortune in my ill- requited Love, be- 
queathed me her whole Eſtate, having, as you know, 
no Children of her own. 

I am now Miſtreſs of two thouſand Pounds a 
Year, beſides a conſiderable Sum of ready Money; 


but how little is it in the Power of Riches to buy 
Content — All her Goodneſs has done for me, ſerves 


only to make mea more-glorious Wretch, — My 


Grief for the Loſs of ſo dear a Relation, and one 


who, but for the Contagion of my ill 'Fate, might 
probably have lived ſome Years, was for a Time 
Fiitable to the Cauſe ; But that fatal Paſſion Which, 
from the firſt Sight of the ungrateful Bellamant, had 
taken Poſſeſſion of my Soul, would ſuffer no other 
to be of any long Continuance. a 
AGAIN, the Idea of his Charms returned with 
its full Force, and melted me to Wiſhes too ſhame- 
fully tender for me to think on without Bluſnes 
Again, the Remembrance of his Falſhood, and ama» 
zing Baſeneſs, worked my aching Brain almoſt to 
Madneſs :— I hated, and yet loved; my divided Soul 
was torn wiih Anguiſh inexpreſſible! inſupportable? 
till unable to endure the cruel Conflict of ſuch differ- 
ent Paſſions, I reſolved never to reſt till I had found 


his 


, 
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his Behaviour, and by the Prevalence of what ſecret 
Motive he could be induced ſo barbarouſly to quit a 
Woman he had ſworn to love, and who, before | 
this late, unhoped Addition of Fortune, was every 
way his equal. The firſt Part of my Wiſh I have | 
already ſucceeded in, and hope alſo to accompliſh | 
the reſt, if Alinda is pleas'd to graut me the Conti. 
* of that Friendſhip ſhe ſo generouſly has pro- 

eſſed. 

HERE the ſorrowful e finiſhed her little 
Hiſtory ; and Alinda, after having condoled her Miſ. 
fortune of loſing the Man ſhe was ſo paſſionately en- 
amour'd of, entreated her to acquaint her by what 
Means ſhe could be capable of ſerving her ; aſſuring 
her, with a great many obliging Expreſſions, that 

there was nothing in her Power, which ſhe would 

not, with the utmoſt Readineſs, comply with, either 
for her Satisfaction or Revenge, The firſt Thi 
(anſwer'd the other) and perhaps, the hardeſt I ſha 
ask, is what you have already promis'd, To baniſh 
the faithlefs Bellamant from your Preſence. That 
you may depend (reſum'd Alinda) I. would do for m 
own ſake ; nor can my Couſin, I hope, harbour ſo 
mean an Opinion of me, as to imagine I would con- 
tmue to entertain him, after Knowing he has been 
falſe to a Woman, who has a thouſand times my Me- 
rit— You may be aſſured, that were Euphemia 
not my Friend, ne I would'be ſufficient 
to prevent me from being her Rival: Therefore in- 
ſiſt no more on that Point, but if you would oblige 
me, command ſomething which may give me an 
Opportunity of teſtifying how dear your Intereſt is 
to me. There remains no more (anſwered Euphe- 
mia) than that you will; by the Means of ſome Per- 
ſon who may not be ſuſpected, make an Enquiry into 
his Aﬀairs; I would be acquainted, if poſſible, with 
the very Depth of his Circumſtances ; for you mult 
know, that en I heard he made Pretenſions to you, 


18 I have hope to find him leſs a Villain than I believ'd. 
4 How is that likely (interrupted Alinda, à little Ft 
| _ 
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priſed at theſe Words) In my Opinion, to addreſs ano- 
ther Woman, after having ſo ſolemnly and ſo.publick- 
ly avow'd himſelf your Lover, is the very laſt Degree 
of infidelity and Baſeneſs.— It is, indeed (reſumed the 
other, with a deep Sigh) far different from that open 
Sincerity and Honour he uſed to fay was his greateſt 
Plea for Favour : But when we have Cauſe to think a 
Perſon guilt of the moſt abhorr'd Crime in Nature, 
to find it leſs than we at firſt beliey'd, makes it appear 
leſs than in reality it is. 

I covLD think of nothing which could occaſion 
his quitting me juſt at that Juncture, when I was to 
have been made his for ever, but that he was already 
married; and finding I had Friends of more Intereſt, 
than perhaps at firſt Acquaintance with him he had 
imagined, durſt neither proceed further, nor confeſs 
the Truth; and therefore by that Ænigmatical Way 
of Writing, left me at liberty to form what uncer- 
tain Conjectures I pleas d: But to hear that here in 
Town, a Place where doubtleſs he is known, he 
has endeavour'd to obtain you in Marriage, convinces 
me, it was not a Pre- engagement which depriv'd me 
of him. Would it then (cried Alinda) be any Mitiga- 
tion to your Griefs, to be aſſured, it was from no 
other Motive than Diſguſt, he left you? 

EU HE MIA, though very far from that Vani- 
ty by which too many of her Sex are ſway'd, could 
not help red'ning extremely at this on : To 
become an Object of Diſlike to. the Man, whoſe Ado- 
ration once we were, is what no. Woman can ſupport 
with Patience, and being of a Temper the moſt open 
and ſincere that could be, I know not ( ſaid ſhe) if 
it would leſſen my Grief, but am certain, when 1 
conſult my Heart, it would very much add to my 
Indignation, which in Time, 12 would enable 
me to overcome the other leſs excuſable Paſſion. I 
cannot acquieſce with you in this (reſum'd Alinda) I 
think that though either oy you bave ſufficient 

the firſt Opinion you had of 
bim after the Letter, gaye you the moſt juſtifiable * 
| S 
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tle to it; — becauſe, had that Conjecture been true, 
he had been guilty of a Sin, for which our Laws have 

deereed a Puniſhment as ſevere as for Murder, where. 
as the other proceeds onhy from the Fault of N ature, 
An inbornlnconſtancy and Ingratitude, which all Men, 
more or leſs, have ſome Share of. Lam not argy. 
ing (unſwer'd the other, ſomewhat peeviſhly) which of 
"theſe two would be the greater Sin againſt Heavey, 
or our Tatos „but that which is ſo againſt y ſel/. 

THE Diſpute between thefe Ladies laſted a pretty 
While; but Alinda's better Reaſons in the End pre. 
' vaiPd ; and they broke off the Converſation, that 
ihne might retire to her Cloſet to prepare a Letter, 

which was to diſcard Bellamant for ever. — As ſoon 
as ſhe had finiſhed it, ſhe return'd'ro Huphemia, to have 
her Approbation of what ſhe had written, before ſhe 
ſent ir, She uſed but little Formality in her Deni. 
al, taking more Cate that it ſhould appear abſclure, 
than complaiſant. The Words wereas follows: 


To BELLAMAN Tr. 


1 A M ſorry I did not, before now, pat an End to th. 
A Trouble you hade given your ſelf in your fruitleſs Ad- 
drxeſſes to me, bur ſend this, to imtreat you will defi 

viſrtmg me; for, having reſolved to give myſelf to ans. 
ther, it may create un Lneaſineſrin him, whom I would 
wiſh only to be nude happy — Town'your Merits, but 
:y0u' know there is'no*Actount to be given for Inclination; 
i which" not being in hour Favour, ' hope 'you will tate 
this as a"final Anſwer from 


7 


- . Never Woman gave a greater Proof of her Friend: 

ſnip to another, than ſhe did in diſcatdiug Bellamant; 
for though her Mind has been very mue divided be- 
tween two, as ſhe thought, of equal . 
of; . 


bis Engagement with Euphemia had not happen 


Conſtancy rewarded. 187 


found a Charm in Bellamant's Converſation, which 
made it not altogether ſo eaſy, as ſhe pretended, to 
part with him: However, it was not to her Diſad- 
vantage; for perhaps it never would have been in her 
Power to have made her Choice, if this DIESEL, of 
to 
turn the Balance wholly on the Side of Ellmonr. 
Bo r to return, Euphemia was extremely ſatisfy'd 
with what her obliging Couſin had writ, -and it was 
ſent * immediately; but very much fail'd of the 
Effects they . N it would have on the Heart of 
him who receiy'd it; for tho' he was, for ſome Rea- 
ſons, which ſhall hereafter be telated, a little vex'dat 
the Diſappointment, he had others which prevented 
him from repining much at her Want of that Af- 
fection he had flatter'd himſelf with the Belief that 
Lady had for him. 12 | 
ALI NDA was no leſs diligent in the Performance 
of her other Promiſe, than Re had been in this: She 
engag'd a Perſon, very well qualified for ſuch an Un- 
dertaking, to make a diligent Enquiry into the Cir- 
cumſtances of Bellamant ; and in a few Days he 
brought them Intelligence, that Gentleman was far 
from being'what he was generally beliey'd; that his 
Eſtate was too deeply mortgag'd for him ever to re- 
deem it; and that he was alſo involy'd in other Debts; 


which put together, would amount to a very large 


Sum. 

THESE Tidings abated great Part of the Indigna- 
tion Euphemia had conceiv'd againſt him: She now 
began to imagine, that it was indeed the Fear of 
making her unhappy, which had made him break off 
the Match with her; and tho' her Womaniſh Pride 
would not ſuffer her to forgive his carrying his Ad- 
dreſſes elſewhere, yet ſhe thought of him ark a Com- 
paſſion which wanted not much of that Tenderneſs 
with which ſhe had formerly regarded him, Theſe 
favourable Sentiments were very much heighten'd in 
her, when the ſame Perſon who had brought the for- 


mer Account, came with'a ſecond, more melancholy 


than 
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than the other; it was, that the Creditors of Bella. 
mant, who, it ſeems, had delay'd giving him Trouble, 
only on being told he was to be marry'd toa great 
Fortune, hearing the Affair was at an End, had-thrown 
him into Priſon, whence, it was beliey'd, he neyer 
would return. | 

N o w was Euphemia convinc'd, it was not through 
Diſlike he quitted her; and the extreme Paſſion he 
ever had for him, having Pity added to it, o'erfloy'd 
her whole Soul with ſuch a Tenderneſs, that 'tis to be 
doubted if ever ſhe lov'd him ſo well as in this Ebb 
of Fortune, rejoicing it was in her Power to redeem 
him from the Calamities he labour'd under, She ſent 
immediately to raiſe the Sum ar which he was con. 
fin'd, reſolving to ſet him free; but at the ſame 
time reſolyed alſo to prove how much he merited that 
Tenderneſs; ſhe form'd a Scheme which muſt in- 
fallibly let her into the Secrets of his Heart. 

THE Moment ſhe receiv'd the Money, ſhe ſent to 
procure the Freedom of her beloved Bellamant, paying 
off all the Demands that were made on him both by 
his Creditors and the Priſon-Keepers. The Perſon 
who. was entruſted in the Aﬀair, being charg'd not 
to appear before Bellamant, he had no notice of what 
was done for him, till the Goaler told him he was at 
liberty, and that all his Debts were entirely clear'd; 
and this he was oblig'd to repeat many Times, and 
confirm the Truth oF what he ſaid by Oaths, before 
that unhappy. Gentleman could believe he was in 
earneſt; nor tilt he faw himſelf without the Priſon- 
Walls, could he think his Deliverance was real 
But when he found he was indeed free to diſpoſe oi 
himſelf as he pleas'd, *tis difficult to determine whe- 
ther his Joy at being ſo, or Amazement from what 
Hand ſo unexpected a Relief was given, had the moſt 
Share in his Soul. It was Night when he was 
diſcharg'd, and too late to go any where but to his 
Bed, to recover the Fatigue and Diſorder which he 

had ſuffer'd in his late L dias: but intended to go in 
the Morning to all thoſe o 


is Friends, who he thougbt 
bad 
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had either the Will or the Ability to do ſo generous 
an Action. — He was, in ſpite of his Misfortunes, of 
a Nature too noble to endure the Weight of ſuch an 
Obligation, without knowing to whom he was in- 
debted for itz — He was as uneaſy to expreſs his Gra- 
titude, as ſome, after doing ſuch an Action, would 
have been till they receiy'd the Retributions due to it, 
and it was the Thoughts by which Means he ſhould 
arrive at the Knowledge of his Benefactor, which 
kept him from enjoying that Repoſe which other- 
vile he might have taken, and rouz'd him from his 
Bed much earlier than he had ever been accuſtom'd. 
He was dreſs'd, and juſt going out, when at the Door 
he met Ellmour, who, after accoſting him with the 
uſual Civilities of the Morning, told him, he had a 
Word or two of Conſequence to ſay to him, and de- 
fir d he would walk + ide Way from the Houſe. 
Bellamant was of too complaiſant a Diſpoſition to 
refuſe a Requeſt of this kind, tho* made him by his 
Rival, and one who he knew had, ſince his Acquain- 
tance with Alinda, both envy'd and hated him, — 
When they had walk'd a few Paces, Bellamant ( ſaid 
he) notwithſtanding that Animoſity which muſt of 
Neceſlity ariſe from Competitorſhip in Love, I was 
unfeignedly concern'd for your late Misfortune, and 
ſhould have rejoiced to hear you were deliver'd from 
it by any other Means than thoſe you are, — But as 
your preſent Condition is as far above my Hopes, as 
that from which you are freed is below my Fears, you 
muſt not think to triumph over me in all: Tho you 
have got the better of me in Love, you ſhall not 
in Revenge, —at leaſt we'll try who moſt deſerves 
Alinda's Favour. 

THE Hebrew Language to an Ideot could not be 
leſs intelligible than were theſe Words to Bellamant 
and expreſſing his Ignorance of what he meant by 
Queries commonly made uſe of when one cannot 
comprehend the Senſe of what is ſpoke, the other 


imagin'd he was 2 an Evaſion to put him 


off. It is by ſuch Artifices as theſe (cry'd he 


fercely) 
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fiercely) that you have ſupplanted my Intereſt with 
Alinda : But — he was going on, when Bellamant, 
ſurpris'd more than before, interrupted him, ſaying 


Hold, Ellmour, either you come to trifle with me in 


the Manner you accuſe me of, or ſomebody has miſin. ' 


form'd you, —I doubted not but you were the happy 
Man for whoſe ſake IL was diſcarded, *Tis falſe (re. 
ſum A the other, half-choak:d with riſing Paſſion) you are 
not diſcarded; I am ſufficiently convinc'd that was but 
a Fallacy,to amuſe the World. —No Woman would 


for a Man ſhe had not thought of marrying, disburſe 
eave you 


a Sum ſuch as ſhe paid for you: — And to 
no room for a Denial of this Truth, — know, that 
at the Time of your Enlargement, which was about 


Eleven laſt Night, myſelf was in the Priſon viſiting 


an unhappy Friend, and ſaw the Perſon who was 
ſent to diſcharge you; which being a Fellow 1 have 
often ſeen. at Alinda's, and whom I know ſhe em- 


ploys ot ſeveral Occaſions, immediately inform'd 


me, it was to no other than that Lady you were 
oblig'd, — | | 
Is it poſſible! (er d the, aſtoniſhed Bellamant, now 


half e the Truth of what he ſaid). am 1 then 
e 


ſo dear to the excellent Alinda/ As dear to her (an- 
ſwer'd Ellmour) as thou art the contrary to me; — 
therefore delay no longer the Satisfaction i have vow'd 
to take, but Now me this Moment, or I will write 
thee Coward on every poſt in Town. He turn'd 
away in ſpeaking theſe Words; and the other muſt 
indeed have been thought to have deſerv'd that Name, 
ſo deteſtable to all Men of Spirit, if he had refus'd to 
follow him: —Severe Previſouce of Cuſtom, which 
leaves no Medium between the Extreams of Shame, 
or Guilt! — A Demand of this Nature renders the 
Man, who not immediatelyanſwers it, liable to the 
moſt opprobrious Inſults; and if he does, to the Pu- 
niſhment the Law inflits on Dueliſts. 2 
TAE furious Ellmour went directly to a Field fa- 


mous for determining theſe private Quarrels; and Bel. 
lamant, at his laſt Words equally enraged, was not 
NE: many 
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many Paces behind him. Both their Swords were in 
: Moment out; but before either of them had Time 
to make uſe. of them, their Arms were on a ſudden. 
arreſted by four or five Men, who. from a. Covert. 
ruſh'd out upon them. Bellamant, who had e 'd 
to. fight only in Point of Honour, had. no Rea nt 
be concern d. at the Diſappointment; but EAπmaur was. 
outrageous at it, not doubting. but himſelf had been 
the Oecaſion of this Delay of that Revenge, by not 
writing to Alinda; which, however, he reſolv'd to 
take (ome. other Time, . | ee 

Ar TER. having (een that Perſon in the Priſon, and 
heard. in what Manner Bellamant had been deliver'd, 
he imagin d . as much aſſur d it was Gi by 
the Command of Alinda, as if he had ſeen herſelf there 
in Perſon ; and full of the moſt violent Emotions of 
deſpairing Love, he reſolv' d. either to loſe his own, or 
have the Life of his ſuppos'd more fortunate Rival,— 
Reſt was a Stranger to his Eyes that Nightz— he went 
not to Bed, but With the utmoſt Impatience watch'd 
the Dawning of that Morn, which promis'd him ei- 
ther a Period of his Misfortunes by his own. Death, 
- a full Revenge for them, by that of the hated Bel- 

mant, 5 | 

TE much; expected Hour being at length arriv'd, 
as he was going out to proſecute his Intentions, he 
bethought himſelf, that if it ſhould be his Fortune to 
fall by the Sword of his Antagoniſt, he ſhould notdie 
in Peace, loſing the Opportunity of complaining to 
Alinda of the Cruelty and Injuſtice, wherewith he 
thought himſelf treated by her. To that End, there- 
fore, he turn'd back into his Chamber, and writ to 
t0 her in this Manner : 


To the cruel ALiNDA. 


T HO”. there needs no other Weapon than your Scorn 
1 toſend me from the World, 1 go to receive a Paſſ- 
tort from the Hand of my too happy Rival.——— In 

War, 
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War, as in Love, he will have all manner of Ad. 
vantages over me. Enliven' d with the tranſport. 
ing Aſſurances you have given him of rewarded Tender. 
neſs, your Fa vpur, lite a guardian Angel, will hover round 
his Heart, and ſhield it from my ener vate Rage ; — 
whilſt I, preſs d down by my Deſpair, can only prove 1 
merited not by Cowardice the Fate I have met 
Perhaps, before Noon, you will hear the unhappy Ell. 
mour is no more. Iwill not ask your Pity for my 
Misfortunes; fbr had you ever thought me worthy of it, 
you would not with ſtudy d Cruelty have 77 them.— 
You would not, O too unjuſt Alinda! ſo often, by x 
ſeemmy Kindneſs, have rais'd me to the higheſt Hopes, 
only to make my Fall the more terrible to be born. 
If Bellamant appear*d more deferving in your Eyes, 
Conſtancy and Ardency of Affection merited, at lap, 
to have been fairly dealt with: I blame you not 
for preferring him, tho' a Bankrupt in every thing but 
your Tenderneſs; but the Deceit with which you have 
ſo long beguiled my too-believing Soul, is what I do not 
think yon can, on cool Refteftion, ever forgive your- 
ſelf. But I ſhall inſiſt no farther on your Fault, or 
wy Misfortune : I wiſh yon never may have Cauſe to 
repent it; for believe, your Happineſs is the firſt in the 
Deſires of him, who living or Ying, can never be but 


Yours, 
ELL MOUR, 


P. S. This Moment carries me to my triumphant Ri- 
val: If the Juſtice of my Cauſe ſhould weigh down the 
good Fortune of his, and by my Sword he falls, con- 
demn only your own Miſmanagement, which intereſts 
Heaven on the Side of the injur'd Ellmour. 


THE Surpriſe and Vexation Alinda was in at the 
Receipt of this Letter, is not to be expreſs'd : She ran 
immediately to Euphemia's Chamber, and giving it to 


herto read, made her an equal Sharer in the ſameAſto- 
- niſhment 
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niſhment and Fright. —4linda, who had really a great 
Reoard for Ellmour, was ſenſibly rouch'd both at his 
Daher, and the Apprehenſions of what it drove him 
to: But Euphemia, whoſe very Soul was in Bellamant, 
was like one diſtracted. : 

Sox k Moments were waſted in fruitleſs Exclama- 
tions; but Alinda, whoſe Thoughts were more calm, 
reminded her they had no Time to loſe, that while 
they were venting unavailing Complaints, both their. 
Lovers might periſh by the miſtaken Fury of each 
other. * VE 2 

TAE Perſon, therefore, who was ſent to diſch 
Billamant from Priſon, happening to be in the Houle, 
he was immediately diſpatch'd, with a ſtrict — 
to get as many of his Friends as he could conveniently 
4160 without Loſs of Time, and go with them to 
— 2 where Bellamant liv d, and watch his coming 

TRE Fellow obey'd the Orders he had receiy'd with 
all imaginable Diligence; and having procur'd four 
or five of his Acquaintance, ſtood at a little Diſ- 
dance from the Houſe, but near enough to obſerve all 
that paſs'd,——— They ſaw the Rivals meet, perceiv'd 
they talk'd together, and follow'd them to the Place 
agreed on to decide the Controverſy ; taking the Ad- 
vantage of a Row of Trees, which ſery'd them as a 
Skreen from the Notice of thoſe they follow'd, ſtill 
keeping on the contrary Side till they found their Pre- 
ſence needful; then, all at once, ruſn d out upon them, 
in the Mannen already repreſented. & | 

SCARCE did the imagin'd Diſappointment of his 
Love give the enrag'd Ellmour more Vexation, than 
this of his intended Vengeance : Deſpair had made 
him ſo regardleſs of all other Conſiderations, that he 
matter'd not what became of himſelf, if he might but 
reach the Life of him who, he beliey'd, had. ruin'd 
him with Alindæ; and the Perſons who gave this ſea- 
lonableInterruption,were oblig'd tokeep him by Force 
from Ying on Bellamant. Having parted them with 
much Difficulty, ſome of them in a manner forc'd Ell- 

Vor. III. * maur 
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mour to leave the Place, while the reſt attended Bella. 
mant home to his Lodgin | 
Ir was not till after Ellmour was entirely out of 
Sight, that the Perſon who had manag'd this Affair ap. 
ar'd,being order'd to the contrary by the Ladies, not 
bting but if he were ſeen by that Gentleman, it 
would very much encreaſe his Fury: But as ſoon ag 
he came to his Lodgings, he ſent himſelf to perform 
the other Part of his Task, which was given him be- 
fore there ſeem'd any Cauſe for employing him in this, 
and was the Reaſon for which he was-ſent for by 
Alinda. [vs 910 2 
IT was to tell Bellamant, that he was oblig'd for 
his Relief to a Lady who had ſeen him but by 
Chance, and had never ſpoke to him; but, charm'd 
with the Beauties of his Perſon, had endeavour'd to 
make an Enquiry into his Circumſtances, and by that 
Means came to be told how unfortunate they were. 
THis threw Bellamant again into his former Per. 
lexity ; he was almoſt conyinc'd by the Words and 
Behavidur of Ellmour, that it was to Alinda he had 
ow'd that Obligation, and had been brought to be- 
lie ve, that it was aur oe make trial of his Faith, or 
ſome. other Whim, had induced her to write to 
him in the Manner ſhe had done; nor could he yet 
aſſure himſelf it was not ſo, till putting the Matter 
home to this Intelligencer, and repeating to bim what 
Ellmour had told him, and the Occaſion of his Re- 
ſentment to him, the other aſfur*d him by imanyOaths, 
as he very truly might, that it was toda Woman vaſtly 
different in Form, Humour, and Fortune, from Alma, 
that = was indebted for the late Favour he had re- 
cely* 87 3 95514 Ja 1 ie % 
A LINDA ( ſaid he) is vaſtly tall; the other is of a 
middle Sta: ure: Alinda has, indeed, à Fortune which 
might inable her to have conferr'd this Obligation on 
you, had ſhe been ſo diſpos'd;. but the other has an 
Eftate of more than three Times as much. He then 
proceeded to inform him for whatReaſon the Jealouſy 
of Ellmour had been alarm'd, acknowledging he 0 
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ently had done Buſineſs for Alinda, but that he 


was alſo employ'd by many other Ladies beſide her. 
Bu r, continu'd he, I need give myſelf no farther 


Trouble to confute this miſtaken Opinion; the Lady 


to whom you are ſo much oblig'd, is deſirous of re- 
ceiving your Thanks this Evening in Sr. Fames's Park; 
the moſt unfrequented Walk in it being that by Roſa- 
mond's Pond, you will find her there: She deſigns to 
come mask*d, but the Sign ſhall be a white Handker- 
chiefin her Hand ; which, as you come near, ſhe will 
let fall, to give you an Occaſion of taking it up, and 
accoſting her. — I doubt not but when you meet, you 


will be more effectually convinc'd, than all I can ſay 


will have the Power to make you. | 
'Tis eaſy to believe Bellamant receiv'd the Aſſu- 
rance of an Eclairciſſement of ſo myſterious an Ad- 


venture with no ſmall Satisfaction; and begging Par- 
don for inſiſting ſo much on the Truth of what the 
miſtaken Jealouſy of Ellmour had ſuggeſted to him, 


aſſur'd his Informer, he would not fail to be at the 
place at the Time appointed; and entreated alſo, that 


if he acquainted the Lady with his Unbelief, he would 


alſo make her ſenſible of the ſeeming Reaſons he had 


for it; which the other faithfully promiſing, took 


Leave, | 

Never did the Hours move ſo heavily away, as 
thoſe of Bellamant's did, till the obliging Dial told him 
it was Six, — Then, with the Wings of impatient 
Curioſity, which are ſometimes, in both Sexes, more 
ſwift than thoſe of Love, he flew to the Rendex vous; 


and had not been there above a Minute or two before 
the punctual Lady appear'd : The Signal being given, 


he took it up, and with an Air, which at once ex- 
preſs'd Gallantry and Humility, preſenting it to her, 
Madam (ſaid he) how fortunate am 1 to do you 
this little Service, which, if no ill Planer intervenes 
to thwart my more benignant ones, may be an Intro- 
duction to ſome of greater Couſequence. 


* BELLA MANT (anſwer'd ſhe) is ſo accuſtom'd 


to ſay fine Things, that I wonder not he has them at 
| I 2 Command 


— — 
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Command for a Woman, who, 'tis probable, he ma 
believe expects them from him, 1am much miſtake; 
Madam (reſum'd he) if the divine Perſon I am 
now talking to, has not a Right to expect every thin 
from Bellamant.— It is to your Goodneſs I owe much 
more than my. Life; but as I have nothing elſe to 
offer, I beg, you will diſpoſe of that. i I ſhould 
be of. a Humour to take you at your Word (inter. 
rupted ſhe, haftily) I am afraid you would very much 

: repent your Complaiſance, Far from it (rejoin'd he) 
nor is it more than Juſtice for me to offer you what 
is your own: Your Goodneſs has redeem'd me from 
a worſe than Turkiſh Slavery; and I am now your 
Property, Part of your Fortune, to be diſpoſed of as 
you ſhall think moſt fit. Haſte then (continu'd he, 

with a low Bow) my charming Miſtreſs, to emplo 
my Zeal, you ſhould not find a Task ſo difficult, I 
would not be 22 to obey, Suppoſe (reply 'd the 
Lady) I ſhould enjoin you one, — Offices of which 
would be as laſting as your Life, — with what Zeal, 
with what Pleaſure, would you obey a Command fo 
rigorous ? — But to ſet Raillery apart (continu'd ſhe, 
in a more ſerious Accent) could you on my Recom- 
mendation, venture to marry a Woman whom you 
have never ſeen}, and have no other Security than mf 
Word, that ſhe is not diſagreeable, old, ill-natur'd, 
vain, proud, and has all the ill Qualities that canren- 
der a Perſon of our Sex odious to yours, If ſhe has 
half your Goodneſs (cry'd he, in a ſeeming vr 
it will be ſufficient Compenſation for the Want of all 
other Charms; and I cannot believe that you, ſo emi- 
nently ſtored with it yourſelf, and from whom I have 
receiv'd ſuch unmerited Favours, would impoſe any 
thing on me, which would not be an Addition to 
the Happineſs you haye already conferr'd. Well then 
(reſum'd ſhe) I will not keep you long in Suſpence, 
beat your Lodging to-morrow about this Hour, and 
1 will fend a Meſſenger, who ſhall conduct you to tbe 
Lady 1 have. made choice of for you. — In the mean 


ime, if you would preſerye the good Opinion! hare 
ä 8 
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of you, endeavour not at an Enquiry, which would 
be unavailing to you, and entirely diſoblige me; which 
Bellamant having aſſur'd her he would not do, ſhe took 
her leave. : | 

IBELIEVET may ſpare myſelfthe Pains of telling 
my Reader, that this Lady was no other than Euphe- 
ma, who, burning with Impatience to ſee her dear 
Bellamant (now haſf reſtor'd to her former good Opt- 
nion) had taken theſe Meaſures : Neither have I oc- 
caſion to endeavour at aRepreſentation of thoſe Emo- 
tions both felt in Expectation of what the appointed 
Hour ſhould bring forth; which being arrived, the 
Meſſenger, who had all along been employ'd in the 
Management of this Buſineſs, and who had acquitted 
himſelf ſo well in the Truſt repoſed in him, came to 
the Lodgings of Bellamant, to perform the laſt Part 
ofit; and finding him ready, conducted him to a very 
large and magnificently furniſh'd Houſe : — Several 
Footmen in rich Liveries, attended in the Hall; and 
every — had the Appearance rather of the Palace 

of a Dutcheſs, than the Appartment of a private 
Gentlewoman. After having — him updtairs into a 
fine Dining- Room, he took his Leave, telling him the 
Lady of the Dwelling would wait on him imme 
diately. ö 

B FL LA MANT had ſcarce Time to think whe- 
ther the Owner of this ſtately Houfe was the Lady to 
whom he ow'd his Liberty, or that which he had 
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| promis'd to reſign it to, or if they were not both one, 
0 when he per ceiv'd the Lady who he had entertain'd 
i. in the Park, come toward him, She was mask'd, as. 
e before; but by her Air and Stature, he knew her ta 
y be the ſame, ; 
0 I wiLL not go about to apologize ( /aid ſhe) for 
n concealing my Face; I have Reaſons for it, which, 
, when you are acquainted with, I know you will for- 
d give: In the mean time, | entreat you will be ſeated, 
e for I have that to ſay, which will require your utmoſt 
n Attention. — You muſt therefore lay aſide all your 


ye accuſtom'd Gallantry and Complaiſance, and anſwer 
; 2 ä to 


— 
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to the Demand 1 have to make you, with the ſame 
Sincerity as you would Heaven, at your lateſt Hour. 
SHE pronounc'd theſe Words in an Accent ſo very 
grave, as gave a ſenſible Alarm to the Perſon they were 
addreſ$'d to; but it was infinitely increas'd, when after 
he had bound himſelf by Oath to conceal nothing ſhe 
defir'd to know. — I cannot doubt (aid ſhe) but 
you are ſufficiently acquainted with the W orld, to be 
aſſur'd, ſuch Actions as you have found from me, 
proceed only from Tove. — You are certainly con- 
vinc'd, that to make your Happineſs, is the Way to 


compleat my own; but the uncommon Means i am 


about to offer, will, perhaps, oblige you to confeſs my 
Paſhon elevated to a Height 22 had not the 
leaſt Notion of. — Your Compliance to eſpouſe a Vo- 
man you had never ſeen, I take as the Effect of Gra- 
ritude, and am well pleas'd to find that good Quality 
in the Man I love; but to prove with what a diſin- 
tereſted Affectionl regard you, I this Moment diſcharge 
you from the Promiſe I yeſterday exacted from you, 
and will not be oblig'd for a Return of Love, to any 


Motive but Love; which ſince impoſſible you ſhould 


feel for a Woman, to whoſe Face and Humour you 


re utterly a Stranger, I beg to know if you are en- 


tirely free from Prepoſſeſſion, and at liberty to receive 
the lassen I would wiſh to inſpire. Here ſhe 
ceas d; and Bellamant, all Confuſion andAmazement, 
had not immediately the Power of replying, any 
otherwiſe than by a deep Sigh; which giving her 


ſome Reaſon to imagine ſhe had touch'd him in the 


tendereſt Part, I am afraid (reſumed ſhe) that I have 


 ask'daQueſtion you have too much Complaiſance to 


ſo much as Truth, 1 ſolemnly prot 


anſwer with the Sincerity 1 wiſh, a 
Bur to convince you that W can oblige me 
» by the Power 


whom we adore, by all Things ſacred above, or dear 
below, I will not only relinquiſh all that Power your 
| . Gratitude has given me over your Affections, but 
to the utmoſt of my Power, endeavour to forward 
the Reward of them with that happier Woman 


whom 


FCC ˙·—-A MY IS. OG 


Conſtancy rewarded. | 199 


whom your Judgment or Inclination prefers to the 
reſt of her Sen. 

I HAVE been told (continued ſhe, perceiving he was 
er ſilent)” that of late you have made your Addreſſes 
10 à very fine Lady: I think they call her Alinda. 

An, Madam (interrupted he, with a viſible Diſor- 
der in his Face) would to God all that labour in the 
Pangs of hopeleſs Love, felt no more than I was 
ever capable of knowing for that Lady, Then it is 
to ſome other (cried ſhe, haſtily) that you are indebted 
for your Senſibility of the tender Paſſion. 

THESE Words ſeem'd to plunge Bellamant into 
greater Confuſion than before, a burning Bluſh ſpread 
itſelf all over his Face, and his whole Frame ſeem'd 
to tremble with convulſive Agonies, 

SPEAK ( ſaid the Lady, no leſs diſorder'd, tho" for 
far different Reaſons) by the Perturbations which you 
in vain endeayour to conceal, I am ſufficiently con- 
vinc'd that you have loy'd ; —— that you do love 
with an unyanquiſhable Paſſion, and which your Gra- 
titude, and perhaps, the Intereſt you may imagine 
to yourſelf in flattering my Wiſhes, has hitherto pre- 
vented you from reyealing : — But 1 conjure you, 

by the Oath you have taken, to reſolye me in what- 
ever I ask'd, to let me know the Truth of this Af- 
fair; and by that myſelf has ſworn, again aſſure you, 
that nothing you can do will ſo much oblige me 
Tell me then the Truth without _ 

| SHE ſpoke theſe laſt Words with ſuch an Empha- 
fis, as ſhew'd ſhe was infinitely concern'd in his Re- 
Ply; and ſure never Man ſuffer'd more in an Uncer- 
tainty what was beſt for him to do, than he did in 


this Moment, but being of a Temper naturally open 
and ſincere, however ſome Circumſtances. of. Life 


had obliged him ſometimes to diſguiſe the Truth, 

and being adjur'd to it now with ſo preſſing an Ear- 

deren he reſolved to obey her, whatever ſhould be 
Event. 129 


-$tnc you command me, Madam ( ſaid he) by 
Adjurarions too powerful to be refuſed, I muſt no. 


I 4 longer 


9 
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who ſoon became the Miſtreſs o 


% 


longer conceal what, perhaps, the Knowledge of wilt 
add to the Perplexity I ſee you are already inyoly'; 
in :— I cannot n I have lov'd ;— that! 
do love; — but at the ſame Time aſſure you, that is 
a hopeleſs Flame; for tho? bleſs'd far beyond my Me. 
rits, with the Affection of my Charmer, my cruel 
Fortune has laid an indifloluble Bar between us, and 
curſes me in an eternal Abſence. — All I have to wiſh 
is, that ſhe may be enabled to forget me, as I haye 
long, tho” vainly, endeavour'd to do her, 

"Tis generouſly confeſs'd (cried the Lady, in a faint 
Voice) and ſince you have gone thus far, think me not 
unworthy of the remaining Part of the Secretyęꝙͥʒ 


What could happen to ſeparate Hearts by mutual 


Tenderneſs united? / 

THz Malevolence of ill Fate (replied he) My un- 
happy Circumſtances a —— wife's Fortune to re- 
trieve; which, at my firſt — — — with her, 

my Soul, I imagin'd 
ſhe was in Poſſeſſion of: — But, too late, alas! I 
found the contrary ; and that her Parents had been 
able to leave her no more than a thouſand Pounds, 
which was a Trifle to what my Wants requir'd, —— 


Living with an Aunt who was vaſtly rich, I had Hope, 


ſince ſhe allow'd of my Pretenſions, ſhe would con- 
ſiderably add to her Fortune; but 1 was deceiy'd, 
ſhe offer'd me no more than to double what was left 
her; and that was ineffectual to have redeem'd my 
Mortgage, without which both muſt have been 


wretched. — The extreme Paſſion I had for her, ren - 


der'd it impoſſible for me to wiſh to make her a 
Partner in my Misfortunes: I reſolved to bear my 
Load of Woe alone, with this additional one,of being 


for ever ſeparated from all I loy'd on Earth: — But, 


aſham'd o — the Truth, yet bent to obey the 
Dictates of Genero ys I ſhew'd an Act of Self-de- 
nial, which there are but few Parallels of; and when 


every thing was preparing to make me the 1 
of Mankind, tore myſelf away from all 1 loy'd, — 
from all I ever can love with that Ardeney of Aﬀedt- 
ö * on; 
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on; and to leave her antouch'd with my Calamity» 
will entailed an endleſs Curſe upon myſelf. 7 
Iy' I HAVE but one Thing more to ask ( ſaid the Lady) 
at[ Is the Name of her you loy'd a Secret I muſt not 
a know ? Nothing, Madam (anſwered he) muſt be de- 
Me. nied to your —— Goodneſs. She was call'd 
vel Euphemia, born in Wiltſhire, and of a Parentage far 


ind above her Fortune: But, to go about to deſcribe the 
th thouſand Charms, the thouſand Graces which ſhone * 
Ie about her Form, inſpir'd her Converſation, and ren. 


; der'd her Temper the ſweeteſt and moſt obliging in 
7 the World, were a Task as impoſſible to perform, as 
20 it would be imprudent to attempt. Nr 2535 
25 Y 0U ſhall not need — (cried the Lady, throuing 
al off her Mast, and diſcovering herſelf to be the Perſon he 
ſpoke of ) you ſhall not need, my deareſt Bellamant. - 


4 it is no Matter what the * wy of Euphemia is, her 
- Fate I am ſure is glorious in the diſcoyer'd Conſtancy + 
4 of the charming Bellamant. 

W1TH theſe Words ſhe threw herſelf into his 
1 Arms, who, with the ſtrong Surpriſe, the ſudden 
w Ruſh of overwhelming Extaſy, was, for ſome Mo- 
, ments, quite uncapable of Speech . or Motion: —— 
4 But when recover'd enough to do it, how many Ef. 
? forts did he make to utter what he felt? In vain, 
a alas! for 'twas unſpeakable ! But what Language 


, wanted Words to expreſs, Embraces, Kiſſes, rapturous 

Graſpings, and all the Exceſs of fond endearing Paſ- 

f fon very well ſupply'd. 

F THE firſt wild Tumults of their mutual Tranſport 

| being a little over, Alinda, who had been conceal'd in 

| the next Room to obſerye hat paſs'd, came in to 
wiſh them Joy; and, at their Leiſure, every Particu- 

| * N 

lat of this Tranſaction was related. — 

In a few Days their Marriage was ſolemniz'd with: - 

a Magnificence faitable totheTenderneſs they had for - 

each other. | 


am -d of what had happen'd, and conyinc'd of his 
ad happen, end conriacts of 
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Miſtake, deſpair'd of ever being able to obtain a Par. 
don from Alinda, for the Raſhneſs of his ungoyern'g 
Jealouſy, — 

Bo r Bellamant and Euphemia, too well convinced 
by Experience what a Heart truly touch'd with Love 
muſt feel in the Reſentment of the beloy'd Object, 
pleaded fo ſucceſsfully in his Behalf, that he was again 
receiv'd into Fayour; and in a few Weeks after the 
Celebration of their own Marriage, were invited to 
that of his with his adorable Alinda. —— 

Tu vs was Conſtancy on all Sides rewarded ; and by 

the continu'd Tenderneſs they had for each other 
after Marriage, gave a Proof that Poſſeſſion does not 
always extifipuith Deſire, and furpris'd the World 
with an Example, which I am afraid more will ad- 
wire than imitate, F 1 
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Beauty, thou art a fair, but fading Flower, 
The tender Prey of every coming Hour : 
In Youth, thou, Comet-like, art gaz'd upon; 
But art portentous to thyſelf alone. 
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The FouR TH ED1TION. 


0 A 


——— PU—U—ꝓS 


T H E 2 
Fatal SECRET: 
Corsraxcr in Diſtreſs. 


BAIBOTHING is ſo generally coveted 
by Womankind, as to be accounted 
[DVI beautiful ; yet nothing renders the 
VR Owner more liable to Inconvenien- 
cies. She who is fond of Praiſe; is. 
in _ Danger of growing too fond 
of the-Praiſer; and if by chance ſhe 
does defend herſelf from the Attacks made on her 
Virtue, it is almoſt a Miracle if her Reputation re- 
ceives no Prejudice by them: And a Woman who 
is very much admir'd for the Charms of her Face, 
= with infinitely more Reaſon be ſo for thoſe 
of her Prudence, who preſerves both amidſt ſo _ 
Enemies as Love and Opportunity will raiſe agai 
them. For one Woman that has made her Fortune 
by her Beauty, there are a thouſand whole utter De- 
ſtruction it has been. — Some, among a Crowd of 
Adorers, are ſo long determining which ſhall be the 
happy Man, that Time ſtealing every Day 
ſome Part of their Attractions, they grow, at laſt 
depriy'd of all, and on a ſudden find themſelves — 
on'd 
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don'd, and not worth 'a Bow forthoſe" whoſe 
Hearts and Knees bended at their Approach before; — 
Others, puzzled with a too great Variety, have their 
Judgments dimm'd with the EnfuGon. of Ideas, and 
more frequently. make Choice of the worſt than the 
contrary,— A third Sort there are, who, by becoming 
a publick Toaſt, aſſume to themſelves ſuch an Air of 
Inſolence and Self- ſufficiency, that their Behaviour 
forfeits the Conqueſt which their Eyes had gain'd, 
and they grow ina little Time rather Objects of Ridi. 
eule than Admiration, _—— Numberleſs are the Dan- 
gers to which a young Creature, more than ordinaril 
air, is incident; and even where there is the el 
Stock of Virtue, Modeſty, and good Senſe, it ſome- 
times is the Occaſion of Misfortunes which are not 
to be warded off by all thoſe Guards, * 
ANA P EA, the only Daughter of Gentleman of 
high Extraction, but mean Fortune, in Paris, was ſo 
much celebrated for her exceeding Beauty, that it 
grew almoſt a Proverb; and it was a conimon Say- 
ing, when any one would praiſe a Lady, to cry, She 
is as handſome as Anadea] as fine ſhap'das Anadea!— 
Nor were the Charms of her Converſation lefs ami- 
Able than thoſe of her Perſon : Her indulgent Father, 
though in his, Youth he had laviſh'd che beſt Part of 
his Patrimony, and had little to depend on but what 
accrued from a Poſt he held at Court, was now ſo 
good a Husband in other Things, as to afford her a 
very liberal Education. There was noAccompliſhment 
fit ee. that ſhe was not. Miſtreſs ot; 
and ſhe made ſuch good Uſe of her Time, that before ſhe 
arrived at the Age of Sixteen, ſhe acquir'd more than 
the moſt ingenious of her Fellow-Leaxners could do at 
twenty-four, | Nor confin'd her Studies to that 
Part of Education common to her ownSex-: She had an 
extenſive Genius, and emulated the other in theirSearch 
of Knowledge ; ſhe went a great way in the Mathema- 
ticks; underſtood ſeveral Languages perfectly well; 
and had ſhe perſever d in Application, might have been 
as eminent for her Learing, as the elsa Macon 
nd Dacier: 


— 
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Darier: But ſhe being now a Woman, and her Father's 
Age, and ſome Infirmities incident to it, making him 
believe he had not long to live, and conſequently deſi- 
rous of ſeeing his beloyed Child diſpos'd of before his 
Death, induced him to entertain her often with Diſ- 
courſe of Marriage, He was continually preſſing her 
to let him know which, of the many who had of- 
fer'd themſelves, was moſt agreeable to her Mind; 
but finding her Inclinations far from being as he de- 
fired, and that ſhe rather ſeem'd to liſten to ſuch Con- 
yerſations through Obedience to him, than anyLiki 

to change her Condition, he grew extreamly chagrin' 
at it, and at laſt told her, that he was reſolved on 
her Marriage, and as his Indulgence had preyail'd up- 
on him to give her the Choice of which of her Ad- 
mirers ſhould be the Man, he expected the ſhould, with- 
out any farther Evaſions, determine. This was the 
firſt Shock Anadea had ever found to ruffle her Calm 
of Life; but, unable to ſtand it, well knowing her 
Father, in ſpite of all the Tenderneſs he had for her, 
was not of a Humour to endure Diſobedience in thoſe 
he had Power over, anſwered him in this Manner. 
Since tis your Pleaſure, Sir, that I muſt be a Wife, 
I ſhall endeavour to conquer my Inclinations/which'L 
confeſs tend to a ſingle Life; but as it is your Place 
to command, and mine to obey, I beg you will exert 
that Power in every thing; direct me to whom I muſt 
reſign my Liberty, and I ſhall yield with as little Reluct- 
ance as Nature will permit. Theſe Mords were not per- 
fectly pleaſing to him they were addreſs'd to; heloy'd 
her too well, to oblige her to do any thing to which ſſe 
was averſe; and to perſwade her that it was wholly for 
her Intereſt to marry, omitted no Argumens which he 
ihought mightbe conducive to thatEnd: He repreſenred 
to her theDangers ofa young Woman's being leſtalone 
in the World, ex pos'd both to Temptations and Inſults; 
and reminded her, that when he was gone, how impoſ- 


{ible it would be for her to ſupport herſelf in the Man- 
ner ſhe had liv'd, in ſo moving a Strain; and expreſſed 
| As tender a Grief that be yas unable to leave hera 


Fortune 
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Fortune ſuitable to her Birth, and the Education he 
had given her, that ſhe had no longer any thing 


to reply in Contradiction to the Juſtice of what he 


alledg'd; and if ſhe was not in reality convinced, 
ſhe choſe to appear ſo, rather than bear to ſee the Sor- 
rows which his paternal Care, and ſoft Commiſera- 
tion for the Apprehenſion of what Misfortunes ſhe 
might fall into, involved him in, — She aſſured him 
at laſt, that ſhe was perfectly eaſy, and ready to fulfil 
his Commands ; but as to the Choice of a Husband, 


begg'd he would not leave it to her, telling him, 


with a great deal of Sincerity, that as ſhe had no par. 
ticular Averſion to any Man, ſo among the Number 
of thoſe who had made Pretenſions, ſhe was not ca- 
pable of feeling any particular Regard, but would en- 
deavour to increaſe a Reſpect for him who he ſhould 
think moſt worthy. The Old Gentleman, findin 

himſelf oblig'd to name the Perſon, was not nine 


leſs at a Loſs than his N there were ſeyeral 
'd at the Bleſſing of obtain- 


of equal Merit who aim 
ing her: However, thinking he had done enough 
for once, in getting her Conſent to marry, he defer- 
red letting her know to whom, till another Time.— 


But it was not many Days before the Chevalier De 


Semar gain'd the Advantage of all his Rivals, — He 
was deſcended from a very noble Family, which was 


no ſmall Recommendation to the Father of Anadea, 


had a handſome Eſtate, and was a Gentleman of 
known Sobriety and good Conduct. — He was the 
Perſon fixed on; and Anadea, when ſhe heard it, ha- 
ving nothing to offer in Oppoſition, the o'erjoyed 


Lover was ſoon made acquainted with the Happineſs 


deſigned him, and every thing was getting ready 


with all poſſible Expedition for the Solemnity. The 


Time which the neceſſary Preparations took up, Ana- 


dea paſs'd in modelling her Soul, as much as poſſible, 


to be pleas'd with the State for which ſhe was in- 
tended. The Chevalier had many good Qualities, 


and ſhe endeavoured to add to them in Imagination 
a.chouladmors. ˙Ü w Warantake greeue 
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Pains to reſiſt the Dictates of Deſire, than ſhe did to 
create them: But alas! ſhe had not yet ſeen thoſe 
Charms which were neceſſary to inſpire the Paſſion 
which alone could make the Loſs of her beloved Li- 
berty a Bleſſing : And though ſhe joined in that Opi- 
nion ſhe found the whole World had of him, that 
her intended Husband was a perfect fine Gentleman, 

et ſhe had it not in her Power to feel any of thoſe 
fol Emotions, thoſe Impatiencies for his Abſence, 
thoſe tender Thrillings in his Preſence, nor any of 
thoſe agreeable Perplexities which are the unfailing 
Conſequences of Love; and without which ſhe 
was ſenſible, both by Reading, and her own Obſer- 
vation on others, there could be no true Extaſies in 
Poſſeſſion. Not all his Aſſiduity, not all his Tender- 
neſs, not all her own Efforts, could bring her to any 
more than to be barely ſatisfied with her Lot; and 
ſne began, at length, to lay the Blame on her own 
want of Senſibility, and to imagine ſhe had not a Heart 
fram'd like thoſe of other Women, — Happy, at leaſt 
contented, might ſhe have been, had ſhe never had 
Cauſe to change her Sentiments. But ſoon, too ſoon, 
the luckleſs Moment came, which was to convines 
her, that of all her Sex, none was more capable of re- 
. a ſoft Impreſſion, nor, for all her Knowledge, 
none leſs able to repel it. 

HaP*NING to be one Evening at the Houſe of a 
young Lady of her particular Acquaintance, the 
Count Bleſſure, Son to a Marquis of that Name, being 
lately arriy'd at Paris, whence he had been abſent 
ſome time on his Travels, made his Viſit there at the 
ſame Time. It was the Sight of him that firſt gave 
her to know there was a Poſſibility for her to wiſh 
to be a Wife, and if her deſign'd Husband had been 
like him, ſhe might, with equal Ardour, equal Impa- 
tiency, have long'd for the happy Hour which ſhould 
relign her to him, — The Count, indeed, had every 
thing which could excuſe a Woman's ſudden Liking 
tor beſides the Charms of his Perſon (which were 


hardly to be equall'd) there was ſomething irreſiſtibly | 


engaging 
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engaging in his Converſation ; — ſomething ſo very 


graceful, yet withal ſo ſweet, that it was almoſt an 


Impoſlibility to be in his Company without being 
more than ordinarily pleas'd with it — But, beſide 
the Attractions he had for the Generality of thoſe 
who knew him, all his Notions and Sentiments of 
Things, and his Manner of expreſſing what he thought, 
were more particularly adapted to move the Soul of 
. Anaaea : He had an uncommon. Delicacy in his 
Nature; ſo had ſhe :— A grave Chearfulneſs, or, if 
3 will, a gay Solidity in his Behaviour; ſo had 
e. ——In fine, never were two Perſons of different 
Sexes ſo alike, ſo fram'd to pleaſe: each other, — 
The natural Boldneſs of Manhood was in him ſweetly 
temper'd with a more than female Softneſs; and the 
Tenderneſs and Baſhfulneſs incident to Womankind, 
in her was mingled with . of a manly Ma- 
jeſty of Thought, commanding what ſhe perſwaded, 
while he ſeemed to beſeech what he enforc'd, — 
Both were ſo equally enflam'd by each other, that 'tis 
hard to ſay which had the Start in the great Race of 
. Paſſion. Yet neither Heart was ſenſible of its Hap- 
pineſs; for though both were ſo much -acccuſtomed 
to charm, that it was almoſt as common to be ador'd 
.as to be ſeen, yet the prodigious Awe which Love 
always inſpires, kept either from believing they had 
the Power of conquering here, | 
CarkDs being propoſed by the Lady of the Houſe, 
they went to Ombre; but little were the Count or 
 Anadea capable of managing their Game: Never 
was ſuch diſtracted Playing; they threw away their 
Maradores, and Punto was no more -remember'd. 
They play'd on however, and Anadea, quite loſt in 
Thought and Contemplation, forgot the Time of 
Night, and thought not of removing till the Cheva- 
lier, having ſome Hours waited for her coming home, 
in hopes of paying his Devoirs, was ſent by her Father, 
to ſee the Reaſon of her ſtaying abroad ſo much later 
than ſhe had been accuſtomed; — His Entrance rouz d 


both theſe amiable Perſons from the pleaſing ker 
c 


Conſtancy in Diſtreſs. 215 
they had been in: Anadea, ſeeing them together, 
had the greater Opportunity of making a Compariſon 
between them; but, Oh! ſhe found there was none! 
his new. Charmer had in every thing the Adyan- 
tage — And though the Chevalier was a Man who 
might juſtly be accounted very agreeable, yet in the 


- Preſence of the unequall'd Bleſſure, he had nothing 


which ſeemed worthy Conſideration! How deſtruc- 
tive to her Peace was now her Delicacy of Taſte, 
and penetrating Judgment! She now knew there 
was ſomething more excellent in Man than ſhe had 
imagined ; but at the ſame Time knew the Diſcovery 
promiſed nothing but Deſpair, She was pre-engaged 
to another by all the binding Vows that Words could 
form; and if he ſhould happen to regard her with 
Eyes of Love, which yet was not in her Thoughts, 
it was not in her Power to gratify his or her own 
Deſires, The Count was in little leſs Perplexity ; he 
eaſily perceived by the Freedom with which the 
Chevalier entertained her, that he was a Lover pub- 
lickly allow'd; and though till after they had taken 
Leave he knew not how far the Matter had gone, 
yet he immediately ſuſpected enough to make him 
ſenſible what kind of galling, grinding Pains thoſe 
are which] a inflicts. 

In Anxieties, ſuch as hopeleſs Lovers feel, did the 
diſcontented Anadea paſs the Night: She could 
not avoid wiſhing, though there was not the leaſt 
Room for her to imagine a Poſſibility of what ſhe 
wiſh'd : —— She could not help praying, yet thought 
thoſe Prayers a Sin. — Her once calm and peaceful 
Boſom was now all Hurry and Confuſion :— The E- 
ſteem which ſhe had been long labouring to feel for 
the Chevalier, was now turn'd to Averſion andDiſdain; 
and the Indifference ſhe had for all Mankind, now 
converted into the moſt violent Paſſion for one. 


Far from imagining what Effect her Charms: had 
wrought on the lovely Obje& of her new Deſires, 
ſhe thought ſhe could be contented to live a ſingle 
Life, and knew ſo little of the encroaching. Name 
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of the Paſſion ſhe had entertained, that ſhe believed 
ſhe ſhould never languiſh for any greater Joy, than 
that ſhe might, without a Crime, indulge Contem. 
plation with the Idea of his Perfections; and to de. 
{troy that pleaſing Theory by marrying with another, 
whom then ſhe could not, without failing in her 
Duty, rob of one ſingle Wiſh, was more terrible to 
her than the worſt of Deaths. — Confounded what 
'to do, or rather wild that there was nothing ſhe 
could do that might be of Service to her in an Exi- 
gence like this, her Mind grew all a Chaos, and the 
unintermitting Inquietudes of her Soul not permitting 
any Repoſe, ſhe was ſo much diſorder'd the next 
Day, that ſhe had a very good Pretence to keep her 
Chamber, and receive no Viſits, — If a Perſon in 
her Condition ever finds Eaſe, *tis when they are 
alone; for Company, Noiſe, and Hurry, though they 
are ordinary Recipe's for Mela es are ſo far from 
working the Effect they are deſign'd for, that, on the 
contrary, they but increaſe the Malady: Love and 
Grief are Paſſions too potent to be ſtruggled with, 
and too obſtinate forPerſwaſion: Oppolition makes 
them mad: wy gro fiercer by Reſtraint : — 
The Patient is himſelf his own beſt Phyſician; and 
if by ſoothing his Diſeaſe he does not abſolutely cure 
it, he, at leaf, prevents the Tortures it would other- 
wiſe occaſion: And it has been often ſeen, that in gi- 
ving a Looſe to the Paſſion, the Spirit has eyaporated 
of itſelf; though this never happens but in a weak 
and flaſhy Mind, and could not be the Caſe of our 
Anadea. As ſhe was not eaſily wounded by tlie 
Darts of Love, ſo having once received them, could 
not ſuffer them to be torn out, without breaking 
at the ſame Time the Strings of Life : — But in the 
Midſt of all the Perplexity ſhe was involv'd in, ſhe 
now and then found a Mixture of Delight. — 
Ah! with what kind Deceits does Love ſometimes 
beguile the Imagination! — Whar pleaſing Chimera's 
does a Fancy, fired with that tender Flame, create: — - 


What airy Proſpects of unſubſtantial Bleſſings preſent 
| themſelves 
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themſelves to the deludedEye, and cheat wild Thought 
into an Extaſy ! Anadea had, in her Interyals of Pain, 
ſome of theſe Day-Dreams ; ſhe would ſit and think 
that if the Chevalier De Semar ſhould ſee a Woman 
whoſe ſuperior Charms, or Fortune, ſhould break off 
the March. near as it was expected to be, or if ſome 
ſudden Illneſs, or Accident, ſhould take him from 
ker by Death, how perfectly at liberty ſhe then ſhould 
be to indulge a more i: my Paſſion for the lovely 
Count, -- From this would ſhe proceed farther, and 
think, that if thus free, there was a Poſlibility for him 
to 5 * her in an equal Tenderneſs, in what Man- 
ner ſhe ſhould behave, ſo as to ſecure his Heart. — 
Then would ſhe form long Diſcourſes (ſuch as 'tis 
probable he would indeed have made, had he been bleſt 
with an Opportunity) and anſwer them again. — 
Nay, ſometimes Contemplation, raviſhed with the 
rapturous Image, would carry her to a Confeſſion of 
her Love; ſhe yielded, fainted, almoſt died with Plea» 
ſure in the Theory of that Joy, the Practice of which 
ſhe had ne'er experienced: —Then all at once, re- 
membring it was but illuſive, ſtart from the fallacious 
123 and wake to real Woe and Bitterneſs of 
eart. 

Bur while ſhe endured all this, and more than is 
in the Power of Language to expreſs, ſhe had, her 
Revenge on the charming Count for the Inquietudes 
he had uccaſioned her, in as ample a Manner as ſhe 
could have wiſhed. — Being fully informed of the 
Truth of her Circumſtances, by the Lady at whoſe 
Houſe they had met, the Chagrin this Account gave 
him is ſcarce to be conceived 2: — The narrow For- 
tune he knew her Father was able to give her, was 
of itſelf ſufficient to make him uneaſy, for well he 
knew the Marquis deſigned him for more exalted 
Hopes, and would never conſent he ſhould marry a 
Woman whoſe only Portion was her Wit and Beau- 
y. — But, Love would have enabled him to get over 
that Difficulty : TheHiſtory of her Engagement to the 
Chevalier was the diſtracting Point: — He found im- 
mediately 
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mediately that his Paſſion would enable him to run 
all Riſques for her ſake,and dare all the Dangers which 
Diſobedience might create, if in Exchange for Gran. 
deur, Wealth, and Fayour, he could be poſſeſſed of 
her; but the Impoſlibility there appeared of gaining 
her, was near throwing him into Deſpair.— He knew 
that there was not many Days before that fatal one 
arrived, which was to take from him the Power of 
even wiſhing to be hers, without being guilty of a 
Crime againſt her Honour, which he bat too much 
Tenderneſs for her to ſuffer him to think of, — He 
knew not but her Affections might go hand-in-hand 
with her Duty in this Marriage; but in caſe they did 
not, which he was willing to hope, yet the Charac- 
ter he had heard of her Diſcretion and Modeſty, made 
it di ffi cult for him to flatter himſelf ſo far, as to be- 
lieve ſhe would, on any Conſideration, incur the Cen- 
ſure of the Town, by breaking off with a Man 
to whom ſo publickly ſhe was known to be engaged, — 
Thus for a while did the Suggeſtions of. his Deſpair 
torment him: But theſe Agitations were not long thus 
violent; a Dawn of kinder Fortune at laſt broke out, 
and opened a more delightful Scene,— The Conſi- 
deration of his Quality, his vaſt Eſtate, and ſome lit- 
tle Knowledge of his ſuperior Perfections, ſeemed to 
conſole him with the Imagination that her Heart 
might not be ſo fixed in Tenderneſs to the Chevalier, 
but that ſuch a Number of Advantages might looſe 
the Chain.—— Reſolving to make the Experiment, 
he ſummoned all his Thoughts to aſſiſt him in the 
doing it: 
whether it were beſt to propoſe the Matter to the 
Father of Anadea, or herſelf : He knew very well, 
that old People are ambitious of theirChildrens Gran- 
deur, and did not doubt but the Title he was able to 
| confer on her, would weigh a great deal with him; 
but then he had heard ſo much of that Gentleman's 
Honour, and ſteddy Adherence to his Friend and Pro- 
miſe, that it deterred him; and, with Reaſon, be- 
Leving that if he were refuſed there, he ſhould never 
2 Bet 


He could not for a long Time decide, 
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an Opportunity of applying to the young Lady, 

be choſe — make x 4 Hall Declaration bony ak fe The 

aining her Affections being the material Point, he 

conſidered all others of little Conſequence. Having 

fed his Determination thus, he ſet himſelf down to 

fame a Letter to her; the Contents of which were 
in this Manner: 


To the Divine AN A DEA. 


HERE the Ill is teſperate, deſperate Reme- 
W dies are allow'd; Wanting the Glory of a long 
Train of Services to recommend my Paſſion, -1 ſhould 
not dare; thus unknown, unmeriting, to make a Decla- 
ration of the Kind I am about to do, to the moſt excel- 
lent of her Sex, without being driven to it by an indeſ= 
penſuble Neceſſity,— Self-preſervation is the great Law 
of Nature: I can but die by your Diſdain; and certain 
Death attends me, whenever you give the Chevalier a 
Bleſſing, - which (if my good Genius had brought me 
to Paris timely enough to have given Proofs of a Paſſion 
which is not te be equalld) yon muſt in Juſtice, have 
confeſs'd him leſs worthy of poſſeſſing. — I have ſeen you, 
have talk'd to yo; O moſt adorable Anadea ! have 
been a Witneſs of the Wonders of your Wit, and Beau- 
ty; and ſure there needs no more to make a Soul, ca- 
pable of diſtinguiſhing Perfection, feel for you all that 
Love inſpires.— This is @ Truth you muſt not knour 
yourſelf to disbelieve. — 'Tis eaſy for me to convince you 
I adore yon; but, Oh ! impoſſible to make you judge how: 
much ! That is a Tast which the ſhort Time allowed 
for my Probation, cannot accompliſh.— Would any lucky 
Accident interpoſe, and for a while ſuſpend my Rival's 
Happineſs, 1 might, perhaps, do ſomething ſhould make 
you own 1 merit uot your Scorn. Injurious Fortune? 
And, O my guardian Angel, too remiſſive of thy Charge! 
why had 1 not ſome ſecret Warnings of my future Fate ? 
why did I range ſo long in Foreign Courts, in ſearch of 
trifing Pleaſures, and unavailing Knowledge, while my 
| eterna 
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© eternal Ruin was at home contriving ? 


While ali 
that could make me bleſs'd, was diſpoſing to another :—. 


But I grow wild ! pardon the Frenzy which Deſpair oc. 
caſions. My Death will ſoon be the Conſequence of my 
Preſumption, if you continue your cruel Reſolution of 
giving yourſelf to De Semar : Then, "tis poſſible, yog 
"will forgroe and pity the | 


Unfortunate 
{But to the laſt Moment of his Life) 
The Adoring 
Du BLEsSsSURE, 


P.S, Let your own Words pronounce my Doom, and 
T hall bleſs your Goodneſs, | 


| . 

To form any juſt Notion of what Anades felt at 
the Receipt of this Billet, one muſt be poſſeſſed of all 
thoſe burning Paſſions with which the Sight of him 
who ſent it had enflamed her Soul. The utmoſt 
Extravagance of Joy and Surpriſe, at firſt invaded her 
but ſinking by Degrees, gave way to Apprehenſions, 
which to. thoſe who are acquainted with the Cata- 
ſtrophe of her unhappy Story, may be accounted 
Omens,—— Though to be loy'd by Bleſſure was the 
higheſt Wiſh of her deſiring Soul; though at the tirſt 
Diſcovery that ſhe was ſo, a Flood of Extaſy ran 
thrilling through all her Veins, and each warm Fibre 
pos with immoderate Pleaſure; yet Horror fill'd 


er Heart, a Terror not to be accounted for ſucceed» 


ed: Cold Tremblings ſeized her Limbs, her Eyes di- 
filled unwilling Drops, and all the Oppoſites of Joy 
had a Viciſſitude of equal Power. =— Great part in- 
deed of this might be thought to proceed from the 
Confuſion ſhe was in how to behave in an Exigegce 
ſo dangerous either to her eternal Peace of Mind or 


the Decorum of that Duty and Modeſty ſhe had hi- 
. the rto 
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therto taken ſo much Care to ay Pry 
Love was a Paſſion ſhe had but Jately entertained, ſhe 
found it grown too ſtrong for Controul ; and Reſerve, 
though long habitual to her, now difficult to be main- 
tained. — How hard was it to reſolve what Courſe 
to take? She muſt determine either to do the extream- 
eſt Violence to her Inclinations, or forfeit all Title to 
a Character ſhe eſteem'd equal to her Life. — Ah! 
how dreadful is the Conflict, when Love and Honour 
rack the divided Soul? — How ſmall the Relief we 
can receive from Reaſon? Poor Anadea, though b 
strength of Mind more than moſt of her Sex, enabled 
to — . it, could not for a long Time get through 
this Dilemma, and the Meſſenger who brought the 
Cauſe of it, was obliged to remind her three or 
four Times that he waited for an Anſwer, before ſhe 
could enough ſubmit to the Suggeſtions of either 
her Paſſion, or Prudence, to be able to make ones, 
But when ſhe did, it was as follows. 


To Count BLESSU RE. 


My Lord, 


HOUGH a Maid in my Circumſtances might 
T very well be excuſed returning any Anſwer to a 
Letter of that Nature I have received from your Lord- 
12 yet I chooſe rather to incur the Cenſure of In- 
dileret, than Ungrateful; which latter I muſt be, if 
Idid not 1 the Obligation your too good Opi- 
nion of my little Merit has conſerred on me; and ſince 
by thoſe who have the Diſpoſal of me, I am deprived 
of every thing to pay you back but Thanks, intreat you 
will _—— of them, when offered in the ſincereſt Man- 
ner, by, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's, 85 
Moſt humble Servant), 
6 | ANADEM 
Vot. III. K Tas 
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THE Force ſhe put on herſelf in writing in this 
Manner, when ſhe would have given almoſt her Lise 
to have pour'd out the tender over-poweringLanguiſh. 
ments, that took up all her Soul, may juſtly make 
her an Object of Admiration: — It would be endleſ; 
to repreſent the various Turns of diſorder'd Emotions 
which run through her troubled Mind after the De. 
parture of the Meſſenger. — Sometimes ſhe wiſhed 
a ſecond Sollicitation ; —at others ſhe trembled, for 
fear ſhe ſhould again be put to ſo ſeverea Trial, which 
ſhe could not promiſe herſelf to go through with the 
{ame Fortitude and Reſolution as before, — However, 
I believe moſt Women will imagine ſhe would haye 
thought it a greater Misfortune, had the Count here 
ceaſed his Proſecution, than all ſhe could ſuſtain from 
the Continuance of it: But he was not a Lover ſo 
eaſily repulſed ; he found in that little Note great Mat- 
ter of Conſolation ; — he interpreted her telling him, 
Since deprived by thoſe who had the Power over her, 
from every thing but Thanks, that her conſenting toa 
Marriage with the Chevalier De Semar, was the Effe& 
only of that Duty ſhe owed her Father, and that her 
own Inclination had nothing to do in that Affair; 
for if it had (ſaid he to bimfelf ) ſhe would have ad. 
ded, by my own Choice, as well as the Power of thiſe 
who have the Diſpoſal of me. = This Imagination 
emboldened him to write immediately; and before ſte 
was certain whether ſhe really deſired he ſhould, or 
not, ſhe received by the ſame Hand which brought 
the other, this ſecond Billet, 


** 1 


To the Too- charming and moſt Adorable 


du 
ANADEA, 40 
| de, 
| 6 , 0 > t 
H E Trouble you have given yourſelf, divin if 
Anadea ! is a Favour which the unhappy Bleſlure 5 


can never ſufficiently acknowledge, I own your * 
pt EIS . neſs 
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nes not inferior to your other unmatched Charms: Oh! 
were you half ſo ſenſible, as you ought, of that Heaven 
of Perfictions you are Miſtreſs of, you would not thus 
raſhly, thus haſtily reſign it !— You would at leaſt defer 
giving my Rival that Profuſion of Happineſs, which 
though no Man can be ſaid to deſerve, yet ſome may 
boaſt a more juſtifiable Plea than what proceeds meerly 
from the ingratiating himſelf tothe Favour of others, == 
'Tis your own Inclinations only that ought to have the 
Power of diſpoſing you ; and if they ſpeak not in his Fa- 
vour, O let me conjure you, for your own ſake, for the 
ſake of your eternal Peace, not to offer a Violation to 
thoſe ſacred Diftates. = If the Wretch, who preſumes 
to give you this Advice, has not the Power of pleaſing, 
that Softneſs in your Eyes and Form ſhews. you were not 
born to be for ever unſuſceptible of the Force of Tove; 
and though you ne'er can find an Object worthy of in- 
ſpiring it, you may hereafter find one to whom your 
Liking may give a Lufire; and then, how truly unfor- 
tunate would you be ! — O conſider it aright . 
Delay a while theſe Nupitals ! — Think tis your good 
Genius warns you ! =—— A little Time, perhaps, may 
make you know I have not counſelled ill! — But whi- 
ther does my Zeal tranſport me I have declared 
myſelf too far intereſted in this Cauſe, not to render 
every thing I urge 1 — But, by Heaven! by 
that Heaven which gave you that Tranſcendency of 
Charms, and me of Adoration ! were I perfectly aſſur'd, 
of what I fear, that all that I can do, or all I would 
do, had I the Power, would never influence your Soul 
in pity of my Paſſion, then I would plead as now :. 
O let Hymen wait, till Love, ſoft Love, ſhall intro- 
duce him! — But you, perhaps, will ſay that tis alreu- 
dy done in favour of the Chevalier. — If ſo, I have in- 
deed nothing to object, but what may juſtly be imputed 
to a too partial Wiſh for my own Happineſs, and Envy 
of another's. — Silence me then at once; confeſs your 
Paſſion for this fortunate, this triumphant Man! and 
end the Boldneſc, the Sufferings which occaſioned it, 2 

2 ine 
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the Life of him, who without Anadea, thinks Deaty 
4 Bleſſing. 
Your eyerlaſting Votary, 


BLES$SURE, 


ANA DEA now perceived whence he had drawn 
his Encouragement to write again, but was not ſo 
much diſpleaſed at it, as ſhe would have perſwaded 
herſelf ſhe was: And her Duty every Moment groy. 
ing weaker, as her Paſſion ſtronger, ſhe with much 
le Reluctance than ſhe had felt in anſwering the 
former, ſent him a Reply in theſe Words: 


To Count BLESSU RRE. 


A M ſo little accuſtomed to a Correſpondence of this 
I Nature, that tis not to be wondered at that I ſhould 
lay myſelf open to many Diſadvantages: — But as much 
a Stranger as I am to Gallantry, I am yet a mucb 
greater to Diſſimulation; and though it may be the miſt 
prudent to pretend I have given my Heart where I ſhortly 
muſt my Hand, yet I cannot forbear confeſſing, with that 
Freedom you require, that it is to the Chevalier's future 
Behaviour he muſt owe that Part of me. — The reſt my 
Father has an indiſputable Right to diſpoſe of, as he 
thinks fit; and however averſe my Inclinations may be, 
Obedience, as it is ſometimes the ſevereſt, is ſure the moſt 
valuable Part of a Child's Duty ; and this Tas I ball 
always enjoin myſelf, FI nd any Difficulties in the 
Performance, the greater Glory will it be to conquer 
them: And it is by ſuch Proofs of Virtue alone, that 
4 can hope to merit any of thoſe Praiſes you have 6 
profuſely laviſhed on me, and for which IT muſs evi 


acknowledge myſel 
2 * My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Oblig'd, 
AN AI. 


Is 
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Ir was with an Infinity of Tranſport that the Count 
received this Aſſurance from her own Hand, that her 
intended Marriage with the Chevalier was not the 
Effect of her Choice. — His Joy had been immode- 
rate, had not the latter Part of her Letter, wherein 
ſhe expreſſes ſo ſtrict a Reſolution to follow Duty, 
ſomething abated it. — He did abſolutely deſpair, 
however; and knowing he had no Time to loſe, early 
the next Morning a Meſſenger from him ſaluted her 
with theſe Lines: 


To the for- ever-ador'd AN A DEA. 


AN you then, O more than Angel, at the Exa 

pence of your whole Life's Peace, reſolve to bleſs 
the Man, who has it not in his Power to return one Grain 
of Joy, for that exhauſileſs Store he muſt for ever find 
in the Poſſeſſion of your Charms? Can you be ſo ſevere- 
ly juſt to Duty, yet ſo relentleſs to the Calls of Love? — 
How ſmall was the Requeſt I made, and that too not 
for my own, but your inſinitely to me more valuable 
ſake, that you would for a Time, a little Time, ſuſpend 
the cruel Bliſs deſigned him ? — But you think it a 
Virtue to grant him ali, while- you refuſe me every 
thing 1 will not, however, deſiſt from my Sollicita- 
tions, and though 1 have but little Encouragement to 
hope you will allow me that Liberty, intreat you will 
permit my Tongue to attempt that which my Pen has 
been unable to perform.— I beg you will allow me 
once to throw myſelf beneath your Feet, and if all I 
can then urge is ineffeftual to move your Soul, will ne- 
ver ask it more. Yes, moſt adorable Anadea! Twill 
then take my everlaſting Farewell of thoſe Eyes, thoſe ami- 
able Eyes, whoſe ſweet Enchantments, in a Moment do 
the Work of Ages, and ſhed an Influence never, ne. 
ver to be eraſed, If my Preſence will be an Offente 
to him whom you are ſo willing to oblige, my Viſit ſhall 
be private, or if you pleaſe, will attend you at the Houſe 
of that Lady, where 1 * Glory ( for ſo I. till __ 
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call it) of becoming your Slave, and receiving tho 
Wounds, which ſoon you'll find too fatal not to Meri 
your Compaſſion, — If I am not hated by you, —. if 
the Preſumption of my Love declar'd be not a Crime be. 
vond Forgiveneſs, deny not this laſt Requeſt to him, whon 
your Cruelty will ſhortly render unable to make more: — 
Though, if there be Remembrance in the Grave, your 
Proſperity and Happineſs ſhall be the endleſs Wiſh of 


The Undone 


BLESSURE, 


War now became of the enamour'd Anadea? 
How was it poſlible for a Heart fo prepoſſeſſed as 
hers, to hold out in a Reſerve which was very near 
breaking the Strings which held it, — Through Fire, 
through all the Dangers that Imagination can invent, 
would ſhe have flown, once more to have ſeen the 
ador'd Object of her Affections: How then could ſhe 
deny herſelf that Happineſs, when preſſed to it by 
him with ſuch Tendernefs ? Yet ſtill the Conſequences 
that might attend this Meeting, for a Time repelled 


the Dictates of her Paſſion.— But it was no more 
than a faint Struggle; Love! all-conquering, all- 
o'er-powering Loye! triumphed over every other 


Conſideration! and ſhe conſented to his and her 
own impatient Wiſhes, in theſe Words : 


To Count BLESSURE. 


My Lord, 

HE Concern you are pleaſed fill to expreſs ſor 
T my Peace of Mind, is too obliging not to comma 
my utmoſt Efteem: I cannot, without being guilty of 
ill Manners to you, and Unkindneſs to myſelf, refuſe the 
Honour you would do me of a Viſit; but becauſe it 
may raiſe a Suſpicion, which I would avoid, chooſe ra- 
ther to wait your coming at that Lady's you . 4 

on· 
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0/4 Converſation ſuch as yours is too improving, too agree · 
Tit able, not to be accepted with the higheſt Satisfaction; 
if and you extremely wrong me, if you think 1 look on it 
Jes as an other than the Effect of my ill Fortune, that I 
2 have it not in my Power to give you greater Proofs of 
— Friendſhip than the Grant of this Requeſt; which tho 
ur is may ſeem of little Conſequence, might be dangerous, 


if the Juſtice of my Reaſons were not ſufficient to bear 
down the Sophiſtry of all thoſe you are prepar'd to give 
me, in Prejudice of that Duty I have ſworn to main- 
tain while 1 am, 


£ ANADEAs 
E P. S. T will be this Evening about Five at the ap- 
# pointed Place, 

Ir 

h THE Count, as he had good Cauſe, now thought 


he had gained his Point : He examined all her Letters 
again and again, and found not one Word in any of 
them which ſeemed to expreſs a Diſlike of him, and 
J in this laſt very much the contrary; and though he 
was free from Vanity, could not forbear indulging 
| himſelf with the Reflection, that it muſt be more 
. than an ordinary Eſteem and bare Civility which 

could influence a Woman of Anadea's reſerved Tem. 
< wh to act in the Manner ſhe did: And beginning to 
: ope her Heart was of his Party, did not much 
doubt but he ſhould find Arguments to confute all 
thoſe that Duty could raiſe in Oppoſition to his 
Wiſhes. 

FUL I of Impatience, and ſome Mixture of Fears 
and Doubts, which yet were infinitely greater on her 
Side than his, did both wait the expected Hour; 
which being arrived, they happened to go ſo exactly 
at the Hour, that they met each other at the Door. 
Madamoiſelle De Flores (for ſo was that Lady call'd) 
happened to be abroad, the Count, unwilling to loſe 
the Opportunity, took the Liberty of entreating her 
to walk into the Tuilleries with him; which, ſhe ha- 
ving gone this Length, made no Scruple of 9 
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him in, The Count in ſecret bleſs'd his good Stars, 
which had favour'd him with an Advantage he could 
not have hop'd for in that Lady's Houſe; for ſhe be- 
ing of a Coquette Humour, and beſide, not in the 
leaſt appris'd of the Reaſons of their coming, wauld 
have given him very little time to entertain his a. 
dor'd Anadea in the Manner he deſir'd; nor was ſhe, 
whoſe Gueſſes were the ſame with his, much leſs 
ſatisfy'd with the Accident, It not being the time 
of the Day in which Company uſually walk, made 
the Place they were in extremely retir'd, and they 
had the good Fortune of — no Interruption, . 
I believe it would be but needleſs to inform the Rea. 
der what kind of Converſation it was with which 
theſe two amiable Perſons entertain'd each other : By 
what has been already ſaid of the Violence of that 
Paſſion which influenc'd both their Souls, 'tis eaſy to 
imagine nothing was omitted on his Side that Love 
could inſpire, or Eloquence find Words for; and that 
ſhe having made this Condeſcenſion not out of a 
womaniſh Pride, os Fondneſs of hearing fine things 
ſaid to her, but. purely oblig'd to it by the Force of 
an inclination too powerful to be reſiſted, could not 
now reſtrain thoſe ſoft Emotions which had brought 
her thither with ſo much Artifice, but that he diſco. 
ver'd enough to make him happy.— That Paſſion is 
but weak which ſtands in need of the Language of 
the Tongue to make itſelf beliey'd : — A thouſand 
Ways it ſpeaks; each Look, each little Motion will 
betray it; — In vain we wear the Mask of cold In- 
difference;— in vain effect Reſerve and formal Di- 
ſtance ; The inteſtine Flame breaks out the more, the 
more we would conceal it; burſts out in Sighs, and 
blazes in our Glances, — In ſpite of Anadea's Efforts 
to the contrary, the lovely Count read in her ſpark- 
ling Eyes the long'd-for Secret, perceived the ſoft 
Deſire glow on her bluſhing Cheeks, and tremble in 
her faultering Accents... Wrapp'd in a Joy too vio- 
lent for Conſtraint, it was not in his Power to hide 
the mighty Tranſport ; = He flew upon her, * 
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her in his Arms, and half ſmothering-her with eager 
Kiſſes, which he raviſh'd from her Lip and Breaſt; 
ſoon let her know her cautions had ben fruitleſs, 
that he was conſcious of the Bleſſing he p ſſeſs'd, and 
triumph'd over the Chevalier in the no 'eft Part of 
her. her Soul. But with what Words is t ere 3 p- 
bility of repreſenting the Shame, the Confuſion of- 
Anadea, at a Behaviour ſo different» rom ich 
ſhe expected, and ſo much alter'd from that humble 
Awe with which he had at firſt appro ch « her; but 
aſſuming, as much as ſhe could, an Air of Reſent- 
ment, ſhe reproach'd the unlicens'd Liberty he had 
taken, in Terms as ſeyere as her Heart would give 
her leave to do; but though not altogether ſo harſh 
as would have proceeded from a Perſon to whom he 
was indifferent, .yet they were ſuch as would have 
very much confounded him, it all the Time ſhe was- 
ſpeaking them, the ſame tender Symptoms already 
mention'd, had not afſur'd him theOffence he had been 

ilt of was not too great to be forgiven. — He 
entreated her Pardon, however, in Expreſſions as full 
of Humility as the moſt haughty of her: Sex could 
wiſh, and reiterated numberleſs Proteſtations, that en- 
courag'd Hope ſhould never tranſport him to tranſ- 
greſs the Rules of Honour; and happening to ſay 
that he would not, even in a Wiſh, violate that Re- 
ſpect which was his Duty to pay her, ſhe inftantly 
catch'd at that Word, and interrupting him; No 
more (ſaid ſhe) ſhall all the Perfections you are Maſter 
of oblige me to neglect that which I ought to pay 
to him that gave me Being »— And whatever I may 
luffer by it, will find ſome Pretence to haſten the Per- 
tormance of my Promiſe to the Chevalier, teſt hereaf- 
tecit ſhould not be in my Power to do it.— She ut- 
ter'd this with ſo much ſeeming Courage, that the Ex- 
taſy with which the Count bad ſo lately been taken 
up, was not a little abated'; — But, alas! what are 
the Reſolutions of a Lover? The ſmalleſt Gale of ten- 
der Sighs from the beloved Object puffs them away, 


they mix with Air, and are no more remember'd.— 


K 5 They 
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They parted not till he had prevail'd on her not on- 
K to recede from that cruelDetermination of haſt'ni 

e intended Marriage, but alſo, inſtead of that, to do 
her utmoſt Endeayours to delay it, and in the mean 
Time, continue a Correſpondence with him by Let. 
ters, or otherways, according as Opportunity, and his 
Invention to find ſome Stratagem. to procure him that 
Happineſs, ſhould permit her to allow it, 

WHEN oncea Mind truly fir'd by Love is in pur- 
ſnit of the Gratification of its Wiſhes, no Reflections 
have the Force to put a as to the Career, to damp 
the: Joy of Hope, or quell the Anxieties of Doubt, 
The Count, tranſported with the Progreſs he had 
made on the Affections of Anadea, thought of no- 
thing but how he ſhould increaſe the Tenderneſs he 
found ſhe had for him, and raiſe it to a Pitch unable 
to deny him any thing: Nor had he any Reaſon to 
deſpair that, having obtained ſo far of her as to ſuſ- 
pend the Marriage with his Rival, he ſhould in a little 
Time prevail on her to put him in his Place, and 
gn himſelf up wholly to Joy. In what Manner 
the: Marquis his Father would receive her as a 
Daughter, or how he would look on himſelf for ha- 
ving made a Choice ſo far beneath what he deſigned 


for him, and without his Knowledge or Conſent ; all 


this never came into his Thoughts, or if it did, it 
vaniſhed like a Vapour : Bleſs'd in his Love, heſeem'd 
Hut. little to regard the reſt, and left the Event to For- 
tune to determine. 

Bor it was not in this Manner the poor Anadea 
made herſelf Reparation for the Inquietudes ſhe had 
ſuſtain'd: She was now fill'd with more and greater 
than before; not that her Paſſion would not have 
enabled her to endure as much as his could do, and 
left her as little the Power of Conſideration for her- 
ſelf, — Diſobedience to her Father, and Breach of the 
Promiſe. ſhe had made to the Chevalier, were Crimes 
which grew leſs and leſs formidable :. She could have 
tieen contented to have ſuffer'd any Reproach, any 


ame, any Puniſhment for. Bleſſure; but the Appre- 


henſions 
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henſions of making him unfortunate, was the ſevereſt 
Dagger to her Soul. — She foreſaw a Train of Ils. 
the Conſequences of being his Wife; yet, by what 
ſhe believed of his Paſſion, and was certain of her own,. 
thought* to become ſo, was unavoidable, without an. 
imminent Hazard of Death or Piſtraction to them 
both, Thus did ſhe afflict herſelf; and the inward: 
Agonies of her Mind immediately __ ſuch an 
Alteration in her Looks, that feigning herſelf ſick 
(which was the only Pretence ſhe could find out for 
delaying the Marriage with De £emar) none ſuſpeCed: 
it for any other than real. . 
LT is * to ſay whether her Father or the Che- 
valier was moſt concerned for her imagined Indiſpo- 
ſition; both loved her with an equal Tenderneſs, 
though in a different Manner; and ſhe receiy'd ſo ma- 
ny Inſtances in that Time of this young Gentleman's 


good Nature and Affection, that it very much added 


to her other Perturbations, that ſhe was forc'd by a 
more prevailing Paſſion to deceive him. 
APHYSICIAN was ſent for to attend the fair 
Patient; but the Count being appriſed of his Name 
by Anadea, for that — 4 by a private Billet, he 
made him a Viſit, and a Preſent too conſiderable, 
not to make the Perſon who received it wholly de- 
yoted to his Intereſt, — After feeling her Pulſe, and: 


the uſual Formalities on thoſe Occaſtons, he told the 


old Gentleman and intended Bridegroom, who were 
impatiently waiting his Opinion, that the Lady was at 
preſent extremely ill; and that he fear'd all he could 
preſcribe for her Recovery would be of little Service: 
without Change of Air, — It was therefore wholly 
neceſſary for her Recovery, that ſhe ſhould beremo- 
ved, and adviſed to have her carry'd toward Verſailles, 
which he told them was a moſt excellent Situation, 
and with the Recipe's he ſhould apply, he hoped to 
work a perfect Cure of the Malady ſhe at preſent: 
labour'd under. : ie ot 

Tn Doctor having done his Part, Anadea failed 
not in hers, and reminded her Father, that ſhe had an 
| K 6 intimate 
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intimate Friend who had a Country Seat. near Per. 
ſailles; that ſhe was certain not only of a Welcome 
there, but alſo. of being taken greater Care of than 
ſhe could expect from a Stranger, — The indulgent 
Parent heard the Propoſal with Satisfaction, and eve 
thing was ordered to be got ready for her Remoyal 
with all Expedition. She was carried in a Litter for: 
Eaſe, and the aſſiduous Chevalier attended her on 
Horſeback to the Place ſhe was to go; which being 
fo ſmall a Diſtance from Paris, made him the more: 
conſoled at leaving her, becauſe he could with Eaſe 
make her a Viſit every Day. Unhappy Gentleman!“ 
he little thought how little welcome be was grown, 
and that he had left her in a Place where the Perſon 
who had ſupplanted him, would have the Opportu- 
nity of being with her every Hour. 

I'T was to the Houſe of Madamoiſelle De Flores, 
that the counterfeit Indiſpos'd was carry'd; and the 
Count, who had put this Stratagem into Anadea's 
Head, was lodged next Door, Had he thought fit to 
have entruſted that Lady with the Affair, or bis of 
into that Part of the Country, ſhe would Joubtle $ 
have made him an Offer of being under the ſame 
Noof with his Miſtreſs; but he conſidered her as a 
Woman not to be depended on in a Caſe ſuch as 
this, and ſhe knew no more than what was publick- 
ly believ'd, that Anadea being really very ill, was 
adviſed to that Place; for the Benefit of the Air; and 
not being of a Temper to love Retirement, made an 
Excuſe (which was received better than ſhe ima- 
gined) that having ſome ou Buſineſs in Town, it 
was impoſlible for her to be at Verſailles herſelf, The 
Lovers by this Means had all the Opportunity ima- 
—_ of entertaining one another. The Count was 

arce ever from her, and pretending to the Seryants 
of Madamoiſelle De Flores, that he was a Perſon 
who the * had appointed to attend her, was 
not at all ſuſpected for any other than what he ſeem- 


e& Thus it went on for ſeveral Days; but the im- 
patient Bleſſure putting hor in mind that it would be 
4 impoſlible 
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impoſſible to carry on the Deceit much longer, 
— that then ſhe would be forced to the Arms of 
the Chevalier, at laſt won her to conſent to end his 
Fears, by yielding to be his Wife, — This Grant ob- 
tained, he eaſily found Means to get a Prieſt into 
the Houſe, who for a Fee, like that he gave the Phy- 
ſician, tied the indiſſoluble Knot, and with as lire 
—_— concealed himſelf in her Chamber, and 
when all the Family were huſh'd, and there remain- 
ed no Danger of Interruption, conſummated that Fe- 
licity he ſo ardently had languiſh'd for, — She was 
now his own; and ſhe who was hardly brought to 
make a Breach in her Duty to a Parent, would not 
be guilty of a Sin againſt it to her Husband : He de- 
manded the full Poſſeſſion of her Charms the next 
Night, and the next after that, and ſo on; and ſhe. 
was too obedient to refuſe, in ſpite of the-Riſque of 
a Diſcovery, which by ſuch repeated Ventures might 
3 fall out, to the Deſtruction of that Scheme 
they had laid and agreed to follow, never to reveal 
their Marriage till the Death of the Marquis De Bleſ- 
ſure. The Bride, however, was not without her 
Fears, and in midſt of all thoſe Raptures which at- 
tend reciprocal Affection, rais'd to be the moſt eleva- 
ted Height that human Nature can ſuſtain, ſne would 
on a ſudden ſtart, and imagine ſhe heard ſomebody 
in the Room, or liſtening at the Door. — Nor did 
her 1 deceive her: An old Maid, who 
was a ſort of a Governante over the reſt of the Ser- 
vants, happening to fit up later than ordinary, fancy'd 
ſhe heard ſomething like the Murmures of a Voice in 
Anadea's Chamber, which unfortunately was directly 
under that in which ſhe was : She had before ſome lit- 
tle Suſpicion of the too conſtant Attendance which 
the Count paid his ſuppos'd Patient, and eaſily per- 
ceiving that of whatever ſort her Diſtemper was, it 
was not dangerous enough to require a Phyſician al- 
ways prefent, was reſolved to be ſatisfy'd of the 
Truth. — She ſtole ſoftly down Stairs, and was per- 
italy conyinc'd there was ſomebody in the Ren 

elide 
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beſide Anadea, becauſe ſhe heard two Voices, tho! 
ſhe could not diſtinguiſh what they ſaid. $he 
kept cloſe Watch, however, went not to Bed all 
Night, and early in the Morning ſaw him go out at 
a little back Gate which opened into the Fields, and 
ſhut it ſoftly after him, as was his Cuſtom, before any 
of the Family were ftirring, — This Creature, who had 
a greater Share of Honeſty than Good Nature, and was 
more ſcrupulous than wiſe, thought Concealment of 
an Affair, ſuch as ſhe fancied this was, a Sin, and 
immediately writ her Lady.an Account of all ſhe had 
diſcovered, — Madamoiſelle De Flores, though ſhe was 
no Enemy to Intrigue, could not forgive it in a Per- 
ſon who made not choice of her for a Confidante, 
and failed not to whiſper it in all Company ſhe came 
into! The Report ſpread ſo far (as Scandal is always 
induſtrious) that it came to the Ears of ſome of the 
Chevalier's neareſt Friends and Relations,. who being 
not very well pleas'd at his marrying without a For- 
tune, were glad of this Occaſion to expreſs their Diſ- 
like, — They acquainted him with what had been told 
them, with all the aggravating Circumſtances imagi- 
nable: But his — Opinion of Anadea's Virtue was. 
too deeply rooted for this Aſperſion to remove: — He 
was ſo far from givin Credit to it, that he proteſted, 
whoever endeayoured to impoſe on his Belief in that. 
Manner he would look on as his mortal Enemy, and 
avoid as he would Hell.— It had, perhaps, reſted here, 
if one of the Perfons who were his Informers had 
not added, that he had it from the Mouth of Madam i- 
ſelle De Flores, to whoſe Houſe his imaginary virtuous 
Lady had retired, under pretence of Sickneſs, b:: in 
reality to meet her Gallant with greater Privacy. — 
This ſo nettled him, that he went that Moment o 
wait on that Lady; not that he yet believ'd the Ac- 
cuſation, or that ſhe had reported it, but to oblige 
her to confute a Falſhood, of which ſhe was ſaid o 
be the Author, But with what Words can 1 
ſet forth the Confuſion of this ſurpris'd aſtoniſn'd 
Lover, when he heard her frankly ow all 8 
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been told, for Truth, and was by her ſnewed the Let- 
ter which her Maid had writ? — He ſtamp'd about 
the Room, tore his Hair, rav'd like one diſtracted, . 
knew not what to think. —— nor how to proceed to 
find the fatal Certainty of what he now began to 
fear, — At laſt (for what is ſo ingenious as Female: 
Malice in Invention !) ſhe told him ſhe would put him 
in a Way to proye the Diſhonour of her whom he 
eſteemed ſo virtuous... I dare ſo much rely ( ſaid 
ſpe) on the Integrity of my Servant, that I will write 
a Letter to her,. of which, if you think fit, you ſhall 

ourſelf, in ſome Diſguiſe, be Bearer 2: She ſhall con- 
ceal you in the Houſe, till you have an Opportunity 
of making your own Eyes the Witneſſes of what ſhe 
has alledged. The Chevalier extremely approy'd of 
this Advice, but as to the Diſguiſe, told her it need- 
ed not; for it being cuſtomary for him to go thither 
every Day, it was but his tarrying there, after he had 
taken Leave, and- watching the Approach of this 
happy Favourite. — That is true, indeed, replied the 
Lady, I had forgot. — But I would caution you not to 
take the leaſt Notice of this to the old Gentleman, 
who, though a perfect honeſt Man, may do much to 
ſave a Daughter's Character. He will certainly 
ſend to appriſe her of it, and make her on her 
Guard, To convince you that I will not (reſum'd 
the Chevalier) leave your Houſe till I take Horſe 
for Verſailles : If you pleaſe, therefore, to prepare 
my Credentials to your Mind, my Servant in the 
mean Time ſhall get my Horſes ready. Every 
thing being thus agreed on,. ſhe immediately went. 


to her Cloſet, and writ theſe Lines, which ſhe read 
to him before ſhe ſeal'd it. 


To FLAVILLA. 


1 T lies on you to prove the Truth of what you writ 

concerning Anadea, —— This Gentleman is dubious 

f it. Conceal him in the Houſe, unknown to any of 
. 1 


£3 
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the Family, till you find an Opportunity of convincing 
him by Ocular Demonſtration. Neglect it not, if 
you would eſcape the Puniſument due to Traducers, or 
preſerve a Friend of your Miſtreſs, 


DE FTIORES. 


THIS was writ in a Manner ſo aſſur'd and cer. 
tain, that he almoſt doubted whether he need ſeek a 
farther Confirmation; but the Charms of Anadea 
raiſing in his Soul a Flood of Tenderneſs, told him he 
ought to haye the utmoſt Proof e'er he beliey'd her 
guilty; and away he went towards Verſailles, with A. 
gitations which never had accompany'd him before: 
But when he arriv'd there, and came into the Preſence 
of Anadea, how hard was it for him to retain thoſe 
Suſpicions Madamoiſelle De Flores had inſpir'd him 
with ; but reſolving on the promis'd Proof, he made 
a ſhort Viſit, and ſhewing the Letter to the Seryant, 
and examining her on the Occaſion, grew more fear- 
ful than before, that he ſhould find all he had been 
told too juſt, The informing Servant, as it behoy'd 
her, was now doubly diligent in her Watch; ſhe ſaw 
the Perſon enter, and took Care the Family ſhould go 
to Bed betimes, that he might venture to ſtay with 
the more Security: — And every thing being order'd 
proper for the Deſign, it had the Effect ſhe both ex- 
peed and wiſh'd; — and in the dead of the Night, 
when the endearing Pair thought themſelves moſt 
happy, moſt ſecure, they were on aſudden ſurpris'd 
with Shrieks, and a great Cry of Thieves. The 
watchful Spy began it, and in a Moment the frighted 
Servants took the Alarm, ſtarted from their Beds, and 
echo'd round the Houſe the Noiſe :— Here (ſaid ſhe, 
running towards the Chamber of Anadea) here the 
Villains broke in: Where, where ?cry'd one, —How 
many are they? bawl'd out another :— Ring the 
Bell, ſaid a Third: — Who ſhall venture to theTurret? 
rejoin'd a different Voice: — All was in an Uproar, 
every one in Confuſion. TheCount, equally diſtracted 
between the Care of preſerying Anadea's Perſon, _ 

er 
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her Honour, knew not what was beſt to do in this 
Extremity; but jumping out of the Bed on the firſt 
Beginning of the Noiſe, made a ſhift to get ſome Part 
of his Cloaths on, before, under pretence of ſearching 
for the Ruffians, they burſt the Door open. — The 
Lights which ſome of them had in their Hands, gave 
to the amaz'd Chevalier not only a Confirmation of 
his Misfortune, but the Knowledge of his Rival: He 
had frequently ſeen Bleſſure; and though the Habit he 
was then in was plain, and far different from what 
he wore when he appear'd himſelf, yet the Features 
of his Face could not be diſguis'd from him whoever 
had been Witneſs of their uncommon Beauty, — But 
in this Diſcovery he had the Advantage of him ; for 
the Count thinking no other than that there were 
really Thieves in the Houſe, cry'd out to them to be 
— and not fright the Lady; if there were Ruffians, 
e would join with them in the Search, — None but 
what is in this Room (interrupted fiercely the Cheva- 
lier) You are the Villain we purſue; and hadſt thou 
ten thouſand Lives, they all ſhould periſh in Expiation 
of that Lady's Honour. — He had not niſh's thoſe 
Words, when Anadea giving a greatShriek, ery'd out, 
Ah, we are betray'd ! Guard, — guard your Life, my 
Lord! — How! Is it ſo (reſum'd Bleſſure) Thus, 
then, I retort the Villain back to him that gave it. 
There was no farther Room for Speech; the Fury 
with which both were poſleſs'd, left neither of them 
the Power of making that Uſe of their Weapons which 
is taught in Schools, and running at each other with 
equal Violence, both of them receiv'd Wounds, which 
either of them would haye had Skill to parry, had the 
Cauſe for which they fought been of leſsConſequenee, 
But that which the Count gave to the Chevalier, took 
away all Occaſion for a ſecond ; the unhappy Gentle- 
man inſtantly fell dead on the Place, And Af this was 
over in ſo ſhort a Time, that the Servants, confounded, 
and unable to gueſs the Meaning of what they ſaw, 
had not the Means of preventing it, though they had. 
of ſecuring the Count, by the Orders of that directing 
Wench, 
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Wench, whoſe O ffi ciouſneſs had been theCauſe of this 
Scene of Woe. 

WuHarT was now the Horror, the Diſtraction of 
Anadea ! ſcarce could they, who had compaſſionate 
Souls enough to endeavour it, keep Life in her.— 
She ſaw the Man, who by her Father's Command, and 
her own ſolemn Promiſe, ought to have been her 
Husband, lie dead before her; — kill'd by him whom 
her inconſiderate Paſſion had led her to marry, in ſpite 
of Duty or Pre-engagement,— But that, though ter- 
rible, was not the greateſt and moſt ſhocking Part of 
her Calamity :— Her dear Bleſſure, her ador'd, adoring 
Bridegroom, was torn from her; ſhe knew not well 
whither, or if not near the ſame Condition to which 
he had reduc'd his Rival. — She ſaw him hurt, — ſhe 
beheld his precious Blood ſpilt for her ſake, and was 
deny'd the Privilege of binding up his Wounds, — of 
ſeeing him, or conſulting what was beſt to be done 
for their common Intereſt or Safety. -- But when 
Morning came, ſhe was eas'd of ſome Part of the Di- 
temma the was in; one of the Servants told her that 
Horſes being got ready, ſhe mult prepare to attend to 


Paris the Body of the Chevalier, with that Gentleman 
{for as yet they knew not who the Count was) who 
ad ſo cruelly murder'd him, there to give an Account 


of their Actions, and by what Means this Misfortune 
was brought about. — To hear that her dear Lord was 
not ſo dangerouſly wounded as her Fears for him had 
ſuggeſted, 2 an inexpreſſible Alleviation to the 
Torments ſhe had endur'd; and though there were 
yet many remainingReaſons of Diſquiet, ſhe ſupported 
them with a Fortitude, which till then ſhe knew not 
herſelf ſhe was Miſtreſs of. — What moſt try'd her 
Patience was, that during the Time of their little 


Journey, ſhe could not be admitted to ſpeak to the 


Count, who being bound and pinion'd, was put into 
the Litter with the dead Body of the Chevalier; and 
ſhe mounted behind one of the Servants, was oblig'd 
to ride, encompaſs'd by aCrowdofPeople,who ſeem'd 


a. Guard 
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Chevalier would make againſt him. N 
B LESS URE, in the mean time, was not idle in 
his Impriſonment; having obtain'd his dear Anadea, he 
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a Guard about her, at a good Diſtance from the Trea- 
ſure of her Soul. 

AT their Arrival in Paris, the Count was imme- 
diately known ; and the Diſcovery of his Quality made 
thoſe to whoſe Cuftody he was deliver'd, oblig'd to 
uſe him with more Civility than thoſe Ruſticks had. 
done, who before had the Charge of him, However, 
the Fact being plainly proved upon him by a great 
Number of Witneſſes, he was, by the Magiſtrates ap- 
ply'd to for that Purpoſe, committed to cloſe Con- 
fhnement,— Anadea, though carry'd to no other Place 
than her Father's Houſe, was not more at Liberty ; 
all was now diſcover'd ; her Diſlike of the Chevalier, 
her pretended Indiſpoſition to avoid marrying him, her 
Paſlion for the Count, every Particular of the Tranſ- 
action by this Accident laid open, — Nothing was a 
Secret, but that ſhe was his Wife; and that, no Re- 

roaches, no Shame, no Terrors, could draw from 
= not doubting, but if that were known, it would 
incenſe the Marquis and others of his Relations ſo far 
againſt him, that they would take but little Care to- 
defend him from the Proſecutions the Friends of the: 


thought Life, and the Poſſeſſion of her, a Bleſſing too 
great to part with, if by any Means to be preſery'd. — 
Heneglected nothing therefore that might be of Service 
to him; and the extraordinary Qualifications he was 
Maſter of, join'd to the ſweeteſt and moſt affable Diſ- 
poſition in the World, had rais'd him ſo many Friends, 


that, with the Intereſt his Father had with the King, 
gave him great Hopes of a Pardon,— The old Marquis, 


as 'tis not to be thought otherwiſe, came from his 
Villa immediately to Paris, on the firſt News of this 
Misfortune, and left no Means untry'd to ſave his only 
and beloved Son; but all hisSollicitations proms'd him 
but little Succeſs, and he was ready to fall into De- 
ſpair, when he was ſent for by Madam De Ia Roche. 
This Lady was at that time one of the King's moſt: 

| favourite 


—— —x—— — —_ — — — — — 


— - 
— e , d ] . 4 — 
- — 


— — 


2 — <—_— — - —— © N —— — 


i | 
ö 
= 


240 The Fatal Sx RET. Or, 

favourite Miſtreſſes: She had a Daughter, on whoſe 
Heart the Charms of young Bleſſure had made the moſt 
ſenſible Impreſſion; which being diſcover'd by her 
Mother, who tenderly lov'd her, ſhe doubted not but 
the Marquis would think a Pardon for his Son a ſuf. 
ficient Dower, if there had been no other Motives 
to induce his Conſent to the Match; but withal, ſhe 
was not only a great Fortune, but alſo a celebrated 
Beauty. It was with an inexpreſſible Joy the old Mar- 
quis liſten'd to the Propoſal; and promiſed for his Son 
every thing they deſir'd. In fine, all being agreed on, 
Madam De la Roche went immediately to the King, 
threw herſelf at his Feet, and intreated this Proof of 
his Affection with ſo much Zeal and Tenderneſs, that 
fhe ſucceeded; and before the Marquis, who had ſtaid 
ſome Time to entertain his deſign'd Daughter-in Law, 
hadleft her Houſe, return'd with the ſo-much-deſpair'd. 
of Pardon in her Hand.— The Tranſport of a Father 
for the Life of an only Child, ny better be imagin'd 
than expreſs'd ; and after making thoſeRetributions to 
the Lady with ſuch an Obligation demanded, it was 
concluded among them, that my go all toge. 
ther to the Baſiile; and ovetjoy him with the News 
of Life, and Liberty reſtor'd, who by this Time began 
to think of nothing leſs, — The Sight of theſe two 
Ladies, one of whoſe Sentiments he was not unac- 
quainted with, gave him ſome little Suſpicion of the 
Truth; and he receiv'd the Congratulations they made 
him on his Pardon with a Coldneſs which ſurpris'd 
every body, becauſe he ddubted not but there was a 
Price requir'd for it, which he was utterly unable to 
pay.— It was not long before he was confirm'd in 
this Conjecture, his Father taking young Madam Do 
la Roche by the Hand, and preſenting her to him, it 
is not (ſaid he) for your Life alone that you are in- 
debted to this Lady, but for a much greater Bleſſing, 
her Love: Through all the Diſadvantages of that Cha- 
rafter your criminal Acquaintance with Anadea has 


drawn on you, ſhe finds ſomething in you to ap- 


proye:— 'Tis your Part therefore to endeayour 5 de- 
i erye- 
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ſerve her Goodneſs, and by your future Behaviour ex- 
piate the paſt. Though from the firſt Moment of 
their Appearance, the Count had expected a Salutation 
of this Nature, the Mention of Anadea with Diſho- 
nour, gave him a Shock he was not arm'd againſt, —- 
He redden'd extremely, and with a Voice which ex- 
preſs'd the utmoſt Diſcontent,— If, my Lord (re- 
hs he) you would have me think the Tidings you 

ring eſſential to my Happineſs, you will not name 
that Lady in an Affair, which, if truly reported, would 
not be to the Diſadvantage of her Fame. — How ! 
(interrupted the Marquis, fiercely) not to the Diſadyans 
tage of her Fame? Were there not a Train of Evi- 
dences to prove her Fault — Did not all the Family 
of Madamoiſelle De Flores depoſe the ſhameful Truth? 
—— Is not the whole World appris'd of it? — If it 
were ſo (reſumed the Count, with equal Warmth) if 
all they have ſworn were juſt, the Blame ought to 
be mine; — but People often judge by Appearances z 
— This Affair may not be what it ſeems. — 

THE Diſpute had roſe much higher than it did, if 
Madam De la Roche had not moderated the Marquis's 
growing Indignation, by telling him, he ought not to 
take ill the Concern his Son expreſs'd, ſince it was 
rather a Proof of Honour to vindicate that of a Lady 
who loy'd him, than the contrary; and that if he 
would oblige her, he ſhould mand it no more. — 
You ſee (reſumed he) the Obligations you have to the 
Goodneſs of this Lady; and 1 hope you will give a 
Proof of that Honour you ſeem to ſtand ſo much 
upon, by ſtudying to be grateful.— I am indeed (an- 
ſwer d tbe Count, gloomily) indebted paſt Power of 
returning, bur hall endeavour it. — You muſt (inter- 
rupted his Father) In what I can, I will, my Lord, 
(rejoined the other) With theſe Words, the Marquis 
taking Madam De la Roche by the Hand, obliged the 
Count to do the ſame by the Daughter, and they all 
went into the Coach, the Marquis having diſcharg'd 
the neceſſary Fees for the Priſoner's leaving the Baſil 
as he came up. 


IT 
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Ir was to the Houſe of Madam De la Roche that 
the Coach was order'd to drive; where he was ſoon 
made acquainted with the Hiſtory of the Misfortune 
he fear'd, — The Marquis, after relating at full the 
Obligations he had to that Lady, told him what he 
had promis'd in his Name, and that he muſt reſolye 
in a very few Days to make her his Wife,—. The 
Perplexity the Count was in, in what Manner he 
ſhould reply, depriv'd him, for ſome Moments, of 
the Power of doing it; which Heſitation inflamed 
the arbitrary Nature of the paſſionate Marquis : And 
is the Command I give you (ſaid he) ſuch as can 
poſſibly occafion a Demur, whether you ſhould obey, 


or not? — If not all this Lady's Charms have Force 


to influence you, to accept her as the choiceſt Gift 
of Heaven; if all ſhe has done for you is not enough 
to excite your Gratitude, you are not now to be 
told, that my Will is of itſelf ſufficient to force you 
to Compliance. — Not to an Impoſlibility, as this 
perhaps may be (replied the Count:) But, however 
(continued he, bowing with all Humility) nothin 

can make me ſo truly miſerable, as being conftrain'l 
20 appear guilty of a Failure in thar Duty I owe your 
Lordlhip, or Ingratitude to Perſons I am fo highly 
obliged to, as I am to theſe Ladies. — I beg, there- 
fore, a ſhort Time for Conſideration, — This Even- 
ing I will attend you at your Lodgings, and endea- 
vour to prove my elf obedient, With theſe Words 
he went out of the Room, But as the Marquis was 
riſing from his Chair, more enraged than before, with 
an Intention to ſtop him, Madam De la Roche, tho' 
but little ſatisfied with his Behayiour in reality, ſeem'd 
to excuſe it, and told him, that ſhe did not in the leaſt 
queſtion, but when he reflected on the Advantages there 
were in a Marriage with her Daughter, he would readily 
enough aſſent to the Propoſal; and entreated he would 
be calm, at leaſt, till he heard his Anſwer.— The young 
Lady could not ſo well conceal her Reſentment; 
her Bluſhes, and the Sighs which iſſued from her 


Breaſt, in ſpite of her Efforts to the Cs: 5 
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clos'd it plain. — All this little Company had their 
Share of Diſquiets, and utterly unable to ſay any 
thing which might be of Comfort to each other, 
broke up much ſooner than they deſign'd.— The 
Ladies remain'd at Home to indulge their ſeveral Diſ- 
contents, and the Marquis retir'd to his Lodgingsto 
wait the coming of his Son, But that young 
Genleman had a Diſtreſs of Soul which his Father, 
unknowing of his Reaſons, and alſo of a Nature not 
yery tender, was far from conceiving, — The Mo- 
ment he left the Houſe of Madam De la Roche, he 
went to Anadea, whom he had never ſeen ſince the 
fatal Night of his being ſurpris'd with her in the 
Manner already repreſented, and whom he now found 
in a Confuſion, and Depth of Sorrow, which heigh- 
ten'd his own,— The Reader will eaſily believe, 
this unhappy Lady had endur'd all that can be ima- 
gin'd of Soul-rending Reproaches, which a Father 
could utter in the PDiſtraction of Thought for the 
imagin'd Diſhonour of a beloy'd Child: But all ſhe 
ſuffer'd from her Shame, and from what ſhe knew 
he felt, could not prevail on her to reveal what ſhe 
beliey'd might be prejudicial to her dear Bleſſure.— 
In fine, the Senſe of theſe Misfortunes ſtruck ſo deep 
an Impreſſion on the Mind of this Gentleman, who 
valued the Honour of his Family above his Life, that 
in a few Days he broke his Heart: But not even to ſee 
him in the Agonies of Death could prevail on her to diſ- 
cloſe the Secret, and he left the World with an Opinion 
of her Guilt, —It was not an Hour after he was no more, 
that ſhe was told Count Bleſſure was come to viſit her. 
The Surpriſe, the Extaſy of Joy which ſeiz'd her Spirits 
at hearing he was atLiberty, immediately ſucceeding as 
exceſſive a one of Grief, was very near throwing her in- 
to the ſame Condition with her Father: She ſwoonꝰd at 
Sight of him, and when ſhe recover'd, had not for ſome 
Time the Power of Speech: But what her Tongue de- 
nied, her Arms made Reparation for.— She fell on his 
Neck, and graſp'd him with conyulſive -Strainings, 
Which made him fear their Violence would * 

HEN 


| 244 The Fatal Secret: Or, 


WHEN the firſtEmotions of their mutual Tranſport 
would admit of cooler Converſations, he recounted to 
her all that had paſſed ſince the Time of their Separati. 
on: But when be came to that Part which made men. 
tion of Madam De la Roche, ſhe diſcover'd lo viſible 
a Diſorder, that he was obliged to give over the Diſ- 
courſe, and reaſſure her with ten thouſand 'Endear. 
ments, and Vows of an eternal Fidelity, before he 
could reſtore the faded Colour to her Cheeks. Aker 
a long Confultation what was beſt to be done, it was 
at laft agreed, ſtil] to preſerve the Secret of their Mar. 
riage, and that he ſhould lay the Blame of his retuſing 
the Propoſal made by Madam De la Roche on want 
of Inclination, rather than a Pre-engagement.—The 
one, he thought, might gain him Time; but a Con- 
feſſion of the other ſeem'd to promife nothing but 
immediate Ruin. — He knew his Father*s avaricious 
Diſpoſition too well, to imagine he would ever con- 
ſent to his eſpouſing any Woman who had not 2 
Fortune equal to his own; much leſs would he for- 
give the bringing Anadea into his, whom he hated, 
not only for her narrow Circumſtances, but alſo for an 
old Grudge between their Families. All this, though 
with an infinite Regret, did the tender Husband re- 
preſent to his afflicted Wife, who, in ſpite of the 
Shocks it gave her Modeſty, and conſcious Virtue, 
to de look on as a Miſtreſs, conſented with a ſeem- 
ing Chearfulneſs; ſince to clear her Reputation muſt 
be the undoing of him, who was infinitely dearer 
to her than all other Conſiderations, But to make 
herſelf a little more at Eaſe than ſhe had been, while 
amidſt the daily Reproaches of thoſe who pretended 
to be her Friends, and the Taunts and little Jeſts of 
Creatures, who pretended to value themſelves on their 
undiſcover'd Vices, ſhe propoſed to retire : She told 
the Count that ſhe , leave Paris, and changing 
her Name, make choice of ſome Place for her Abode 


where ſhe was wholly a Stranger, till the Death of 
the relentleſs Marquis,or ſome other Accident, ſhould 


happen, which ſhould render it not a Misfortune to 
ear | acknow- 
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acknowledge her his Wife. She remember'd, that in 
| her Journey to Verſailles, ſhe had gone through a ve- 
| xy pleaſant, but ſolitary Place, called St. Clou, and 
being unknown to every body there, told him, ſhe 
thought ſhe could not make a fitter Choice, He was 
extremely pleaſed with the Deſign; and to ſtrengthen 


; herin it, added, that being unknown, he might viſit 
: her more frequently, and with greater Liberty, than 
; he could hope to do in Paris, where there were 
ſo many buſy Tongues who would be continually re- 
: porting every thing to his Father, The Affair being 
g thus ſettled, he took leave with leſs Diſſatisfaction 
; than he would haye done, and when to the Marquis 
: with more haſte than he would have done, cquld he 
- have gueſs'd at the Reſolutions form'd againſt his 
2 Happineſs.— He had no ſooner enter'd the Room, 
t where his Father with the utmoſt Impatience expect- 
ed him, than he began to queſtion him in this Man- 
2 ner: — I will not ask you ( ſaid he) whether you 
a are now come determined in Obedience, or not ;— 
1 I hope you are enough acquainted with your Duty to 
, have no other Sentiments than thoſe of Remorſe for 
n but a ſeeming Neglect of it: — But I would know, 
h and I command you to inform me, what Reaſons made 
of you, not with the Pleaſure I expected, receive the 
a Condeſcenſions of Madam De la Roche. The Count, 
Gy who had ſummoned all his Courage for this Inter- 
0 view, readily replied ; I am infinitely more amazed, 
| my Lord, that you ſhould feign Ignorance of what 
8 appearꝰ'd ſo plain, than you can be at my Behaviour: 
te MyReaſons were not indeed ſo proper for my Tongue 
| 0 to reveal, at leaſt, before that Lady; but I am cer- 
of tain that my Eyes have not ſufficiently the Power of 


Diiſimulation, not to inform her my Diſlike of her 
14 made me guilty, and will ſtil! keep me ſo, of Diſ- 
obedience to your Will. — How! will keep you ſo 2 
7. cry d the incens d Marquis) Pardon my Lord 
c (reſumed we, throwing himſelf on his Knees) pardon 
14 your offending Son, who owns his Crime, but has 
: not the Means of Reparation, — Tis irreſiſtible over- 


Vor. III. L ruling 
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ruling Fate that contradicts your Will, and fixes in m 
Nature an Averſion ſoſtrong, as even your Commands 
tho? even ſacred to me, have not the Power to ſnake.— 
"Tis falſe (replied the other, more enraged)'tis falſe: This 
counterfeit Humility may cheat aGirl ; but uſed to me 
ives double Proyocation: — Tis not your Averſion 
fer Madam De la Roche, but Love for Anadea, emboldens 
you thus to dare my Fury: — That Sorcereſs has be. 
witch'd you from your Duty, your Intereſt; but will 
her proſtituted Charms repair your Loſs of me! — 
Has ſhe the Power to turn my Curſes into Bleſſings? 
For Curſes numberleſs, and only Curſes ſhall be your 
Portion it — He was proceeding, when the Count, to 
whom theſe Words were worſe than Death, catching 
faſt hold of his Knees, conjur'd his Pity and Forgive- 
neſs in Terms ſo tender, that had the Father been in- 
Auenced by any part of that good Nature his Son was 
ſo prodigiouſly ſtor'd with, he muſt have been mo- 
ved by it: But fiery, obſtinate, and cruel in his 
Diſpolition, he was ſo far from ſeeming touch'd, 
that finding there was no Hope of compaſling his 
Intentions either by Force or Perſwaſion, never was 
Fury more tempeſtuous than his: He branded Ana- 
dea with all the Names of Infamy that Malice can 
invent; and on his Son wiſhed all the Plagues of Hea- 
venand Earth. But young Bleſſure, fixed in Conſtancy, 
and ſteddy Faith, endured unmoved, tho? ſhocked, the 
dreadful Storm ; and believing his Preſence would be 
far from allaying it, 178570 leave to retire, No ( ſaid 
the Marquis) you ſhall find you are a Priſoner ſtill; and 
with theſe Words, giving a great Stamp with his Foot, 
in ruſhed five or ſix Fellows, entire Strangers to 
young Bleſſure, and who by their Looks, in any other 
Place than his Father's Lodgings, he would rather 
have taken for Aſſaſſines, than to be of any other 
Profeſſion : But the Marquis leaving him no room 
for Conjecture, with a Look which ſufficiently de- 
noted the implacable Indignation of his Soul, cry“ 
out; It is to theſe Perſons 1 ſhall now reſign the Au- 


thority 1 ovght to have over you; and ſince you are 
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weary of a Father's Power, will try how you can 
brook Obedience to that of others. Go (continued 
he, if poſſible, more ſlernly than beſore) bear him to 
Baniſhment, and-let me ſee his Face no more, till 
Time and Penitence have waſh'd away the Remem- 
prance of his Crime, — This was all he ſaid; and go- 
ing haſtily into his Cloſer, ſhut the Door after him, 
and would liſten to nothing the Count was about to 
offer; who altogether unable to gueſs what was de- 
ſign'd for him, thought it no way blameable, when 
thus treated, to yen Reſiſtance; and did it with 
ſuch Fury, that he wounded two or three of theſe 
Fellows, before they could diſarm him: But his Fa- 
ther's Servants coming in to their Aſſiſtance, at laſt he 
was over-powered, and forced into a Coach ; which 
being guarded on each fide, made it impoſſible for him 
to eſcape, — They made the beſt of their Way to 
the next Sea-port Town, whence, with the firſt fair 
Wind, they were to embark for what Place ſoever 
the Ship was bound; the Marquis having no other 


Deſign than to ſeparate him from Anadea, not doubt- 


ing but that Time and Abſence would make an Al- 
teration in his Humour, | 

THAT afflicted Lady, in the mean Time, was pre- 
paring to leave Paris; and having heard of a Place, 
the agreeable Solitude of which ſeemed to ſuit her 
preſent Circumſtances, was impatient to be gone: 
She waited for nothing but a Viſit from Bleſſure, that 
ſhe might. inform him where ſhe was going ; but 
neither ſeeing nor hearing from him as ſhe expected, 
ſhe ſent to his Lodgings, and at the Return of her 
Meſlenger, was inform'd of ſuch News as was very 
near depriving her of her Senſes : All his Retinue be- 


ing removed, the People oftheHouſe ſaid he was gone 


to travel, to what Place they knew not; but that ſome 
of the Marqzis's Servants, who came for his Bag- 
gage, had told them, That not being perfectly well 
pleas'd with a Match his Father had propos'd, and 
lomewhat diſcontented at the Death of the Chevalier 
De Semar, killed by his Hand in a diſhonourable 

| L 2 Cauſe 
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Cauſe, he reſolyed in foreign Climes to endeayour tg 
obliterate the Memory of what had been ſo prejudi. 
cial to his Fame and Peace of Mind at home. This 
was, indeed, the publick Rumour; and among all 
who heard it, there was not one who imagined his 
Departure had any other Motive than what was re- 
orted. Anadea doubted not of the Truth, and fell 
into ſo violent a Deſpair, that it is to be wonder'd at, 
that ſhe ſought not forcibly to rid herſelf of a Lifz 
which promiſed her nothing but Miſery : But ſhe 
was reſerved to know — of a deeper Dye, 
than even her wild Fancy, black as it was, could re- 
reſent; and not all the Horror ſhe endur'd in a Be- 
ief that her dear Bleſſure was the falſeſt, baſeſt, and 
moſt ungrateful of Mankind, not the fierce Convul- 
ſions, not the Diſtraction which that Belief created 
in her, had the Power to drive the tortur'd Soul from 
its Habitation, — Now more than ever deteſting all 
Society, and unable longer to endure a Place where 
ſhe ſo much had ſuffer'd, ſo much had been betray- 
ed, ſhe purſued her Intentions of retiring to St. Clos. 
TR Houſe ſhe made choice of for her Abode, was 
about half a Mile diſtant from any other, and at leaſt 
a Furlong from the Village. It ſeem'd a Place cut 
out and faſhion'd for Deſpair: The Situation of it was 
in a Vale, about a Bow-ſhot from the great Road, 
and encompaſſed with Trees of ſo vaſt a Height and 
Thickneſs, that a Paſſenger could not, without being 
appris'd of it, know there was any ſuch thing as a 
Habitation there. Behind it there was a Wildernels 
altogether deſolate and unfrequented ; and it was there 
ſhe paſſed the moſſ part of her melancholy Hours, 
indulging Woe, and ſoothing Miſery ; and had this 
Way of Life continued, 'tis probable, by a long Ha- 
bitude of numbing Grief, ſhe might have grown at 
laſt as inſenſible as the Rocks and Woods to which 
ſhe made her Moan, 
Bu r now the dreadful Time drew nigh, which was 
to conſummate her Life, and her Misfortunes ; She 


beliey'd not that it was in the Power of Fate to mew 
er 
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to ger more wretched than ſhe was, and in the Height 
di- of Deſpair, had almoſt challenged Heaven to add ano- 
his ther Woe to thoſe ſhe already felt ! — But, alas ! ſhe 
all W yas too ſoon convinced of the Folly of ſuch an in- 
his conſiderate Daring ! She was not to leave the 


re- World without knowing, that there were Horrors to 
ell WF be felt infinitely beyond what yet ſhe had any No- 
at, tion of! 

ife RETURNING one —_— from thoſe ſhady 
Ihe WF receſſes, where ſhe was accuſtomed to ſooth her 


je, W Sorrows, ſhe was ſurpriſed with the Sight of ſeveral 
renew Gueſts in the Houſe :— He who 3 the 
Be. chief, was laid down on a Couch in the Parlour, 
nd and two or three Men ſeemed very buſy about him; 
ul- but how employed, or who they were, ſhe was 
ted too much taken up with her uſual Meditations to 
om enquire, — But ſhe had not been above half an Hour 
all : ber Chamber before the Woman of the Houſe 
ere came up to her, and defired ſhe would come down 
a- do supper; which ſhe was beginning to refuſe, on the 
0h, Account of thoſe Strangers ſhe had ſeen, when the 
Vas good Landlady, interrupting her, told her, that it was 
aſt W onthe Account of thoſe Strangers that ſhe muſt not 
cut refuſe, — The Perſon who you ſaw on my Couch 
vas (ſaid ſhe) is a very great Man: His Servants tell me, 
ad, WW he is called the Marquis De —_— — Happ'ning to 
und WF ride this Way, he had the Misfortune of a Fall from 
ing his Horſe ; and my Houſe being the neareſt, he was 
8 a brought hither, and will ſtay till he has recover'd the 
els WW Bruiſes he receiv'd in this unlucky Accident. — He 
ere W faw you paſs through the Parlour (added ſhe) and I 
us, believe is fallen in Love with you; for he has asked a 
this WF thouſand Queſtions about you, and begs, in finer 
Ha. Words than I know how to ſpeak, that he may have 
| at WF the Honour of your Company.— Come, come (con- 
ich WF tinued ſhe, perceiving Anadea made no Anſwer) you 
muſt not deny: — You don't know —_ own In- 
vas fereſt, if you do: — Take my Word for it, you have 
She WW ſnapped his Heart: — And 1 am ſeldom miſtaken, 
ae eſpecially in things of this Nature. You may make 
her L:3 your- 
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your Fortune, if you will. All the latter Part of this 
elegant Diſcourſe was loſt on her to whom it was 
addreſſed : — To hear the Marquis De Bleſſure was b 

ſo odd an Accident brought into the ſame Houle 
with her, and that he expreſſed a Liking to her, ap- 
pear'd ſo whimſical an Effect of Fortune, that ſhe 
could not help thinking it promiſed ſomething very 
extraordinary. — She LES he had never ſeen her 
as Anadea, and hop'd in the Character ſne now bore, 
ſhe ſhould be able to draw ſomething from him in 
Converſation concerning his Son, who in ſpite of his 
imagined Falſhood, was ſtill dear to her Soul. With 
the Help of this Conſideration, the old Woman found 
it no very difficult Matter to perſwade her to what 
ſhe defir'd. — She had not been long in the Marquis's 
Preſence, before ſhe had Reaſon to believe her Land- 
lady in the right: He made a paſſionate Declaration 
of Love to her; and preſuming on the Greatneſs of 
his Quality, and the ſuppoſed Meanneſs of hers, ſtood 
not on thoſePunRilio's of Diſtance and Reſpect, which 
Lovers ordinarily do: He began to accompany his 
Words with Actions which were not at all pleaſing 
to her: — He preſs'd herRands,kiſs'd, embraced her; 
and endeayouring to proceed to greater Liberties, ſhe 
was oblig'd to repel him with Looks and Expreſ- 
ſions, ſuch as ſhe neyer before had occaſion to make 
uſe of — The Manner of her Behaviour was ſuch, 
as truck an Awe into him, as bold as he was; and 
though he was poſſeſſed with as violent a Deſire as 
ever Man was, and had an equal Share of Pride, yet 
he deſiſted from treating her in the Faſhion he had 
begun to do, changed the Form of his Addreſſes, and 
entertained her with all the humble Diſtance of the 
moſt beſeeching Lover. — The more he converſed 
with her, the more he found in her to admire: 
He continued in the Houſe ; and every Day, every Hour 
his Paſſion encreas'd, and at length was converted into 
ſo ſincere a one, that he offered to marry her,— 'Tis 


| eaſy to imagine, ſhe was extremely ſurpriſed at this 


Propoſal from a Man of his Humour; but reſolving to 
| * k 
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make her Advantage of it, for the Diſcovery of what 
concerned her ſo much to know ; — How, my Lord 
(„aid ſpe) is it poſlible that you can harbour a Deſign 
of that Nature ?— You, I ſay, who, as the World re- 
ports, entail'd a laſting Load of Cruelty andIngratitude 
on your onlySon, by —_— him to quit the Woman 
he had ſworn to love, only ecauſe her Fortune was 
inferior to his ? Can you reſolve to be guilty of thay 
Folly yourſelf, which you were pleas'd to think ſo- 
unpardonable in him? Had the Miſtreſs of my Son 
(anſwered he) been poſſeſſed of half your Charms, I 
had not blam'd his Choice; tho” (added he) there 
were other Reaſons beſides her Poverty, which ren- 
der'd his loving her a Crime, 

THESE Words gave Ayadea, in the Character of 
athirdPerſon,ſufficient room to plead her ownCauſe; 
which ſhe did ſo effectually, that he had little to ſay 
to excuſe his Severity; and alſo by this Means artfully 
queſtioning him, as though in a careleſsManner,found 
out the whole Truth how her Husband was diſpofed 
of, — The Diſcovery that he was not falſe, gave her 
a Pleaſure, which none but thoſe who tenderly love, 
and have feltthe Tortures of that Love abuſed, can 
gueſs at. 3 

SHE began now to hope her Woes were near T 
Period; and fancied that if ſhe had it in her Power 
to reyeal the Secret, he — now be prevailed on to 
pardon all. — She thought he could not condemn that 
Proof of Paſſion in his Son, which he had offered to 
give of his own; and that he would not like her leſs 
when known to be Anadea, than he did while he be- 
lieved her a Perſon more inferior; — but ſhe had 
given her Promiſe to Bleſſure, and durſt not violate 
it: She was, however, continually contriving. 
which way ſhe ſhould eyade it, and had certainly, 
at laſt, brought herſelf to confeſs the whole Affair, 
if not prevented by a Misfortune of the moſt dreadful: 
kind that ever happen'd. | 

TAE old Marquis finding that not all his Offers 
worked the Effect he aimed at, and burning withDeſire 
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to enjoy her, reſolved to compaſs it ſome Way or. 
other: In order to this helliſh Intention, as they 
were at Supper, he found an Op ortunity, unobſerv'd 
N to mingle ſome Drops of Opium in her Drink; 
which _— er more than ordinarily ſleepy, ſhe 
retired to Bed, — In the mean Time, with a Purſe 
of Gold he prevail'd on the mercenary. Temper of 
the Maid of the Houſe, to leave the Key of her 
Chamber in the Door; and when the Family were 
all gone to Reſt, he ſoſtly ſtole on the unſufpected 
wretched Anadea, got into her Bed; and the curs'd 
Drug operating on her Senſes for the Purpoſe it was 
given, he accompliſhed the inceſtuous Joy before the 
Chain of Sleep difloly'd.. 

THE Lethargy ſhe was in. was not, however, ſo 
ſtrong, as to have the Power o'er Fancy: — Her dear. 
Bleſſure was ever in her Thoughts; and at this Mo- 
ment, watchful Imagination brought him to her 
Arms. In Sleep ſhe preſs'd him to her panting 
Breaſt; and the real Warmth of thoſe Careſles ſhe re- 
ceived, making her Dream more lively, ſhe returned 
his Ardours with an Extaſy too potent for the dull. 
God's Reſtraint, — Unbounded Rapture broke thro' 
the Power of Art: — All her Senſes regained at once 
their Liberty, and ſhe-awoke, to ſleep no more, 

THE wild Confuſion ſhe was in, between the Ef- 
fe& of what ſhe had taken, and her late Tranſport, 

revented her for ſome Moments from the Know- 
. of her Misfortunes: She was not immediately 
ſenſible whether what had paſt was Reality, or Illu- 
ſion: But too ſoon recovering from that Stupidity 
which now was all that could render her any other 
than the moſt wretched Creature under Heaven, and 
feeling there was a real Subſtance in the Bed with her 
which ſtill held her faſt embraced, ſhe gave a Shriek 
which might have alarmed People at a much greater 
Diſtance than thoſe of the Houſe were; which the 
Marquis endeavouring to ſilence by repeated Endear- 


ments, and all the Expreſſions of Tenderneſs his Paſ- 


fog could inſpire, entirely convinced her ſhe * 5 
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geed undone in the moſt dreadful and irreparable Man- 
ner. Her Fury, her Madneſs, her Horror, was too 
mighty to vent itſelf in Words; but ſtruggling with a 
Force which at that Time ſeem'd more than human, . 
ſhe unlooſed herſelf from him, flew out of the Bed, and 
throwing herſelf on the Floor, cry'd out Adultery !— 
lnceſt Damnation !/—and fell into a Fit ſo violent, 
ſo laſting, that the good Woman of the Houſe, Who 
her Shrieks had brought into the Room, believed ſhe 
was dead. ; 

THE de e was ſo much alarmed at this un- 
common Teſtimony of Deſpair, and the Words ſhe' 
had uttered, that he was wholly incapable either of 
contributing an Aſſiſtance to the bringing her to her- 
ſelf, or anſwering the Reproaches which the Land- 
lady, who was really a harmleſs honeſt Creature, ven- 
ted for the Abuſe he had offer'd,— but ſtood motion- 
leſs, and wholly undreſſed all to his Shirt, — The 
baſe Wench, whoſe Avarice had been the Cauſe of 
this, was alſo there, and between her and her Miſtreſs 
they laid the miſerable Anadea on the Bed. — It was 
towards Morning before ſhe recovered; and when ſne 
did, the Marquis ſtanding juſt before her, watching - 
her Return of Sono, for an Explanation. of what at 
preſent ſeemed ſo myſterious to him, the Sight of 
that deteſted Object, threw her again into the ſame: 
Convulſions; and ſhe had no longer an Interval of 
Speech, than to ſhriek out again the horrid Sound of 
Isceſt, While they were thus employed, a. prodigi- ' 
ous loud Knocking was heard at the Door, which 
the Maid running * to know the Cauſe of, pre- 
ſently returned, and told her Miſtreſs, there was a 
Gentleman who enquired for a young Lady lately 
come from Paris, and that he would not be deny'd - 
ſeeing her. It cannot be our Lodger ( ſaid the 
Landlady) for 1 have often heard her ſay, ſne ſhould 
have no Perſon come to viſither: But if it were ſhe, - 
jou know ſhe is not in a Condition for Company; — 
therefore go and diſmiſs him, — The Girl was about 
10 do.as Ihe was order'd, when-young Bleſſure en- 
| L-5- tere 
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tered the Chamber; for it was he, who having made 
his Eſcape from thoſe to whom the Marquis had gi. 
ven the Charge of him, had rid Day and Night till 
he reached Sz. Clou. His Impatience to embrace his 
beloved Anadea, would not permit him to ſtay till the 
Return of the Servant: He followed her directly up 
Stairs, and perceiving the Diſorder in which that di- 
freſs'd Lady was, he ran to the Bed, and throwing 
himſelf on it by her, conjured her to ſpeak to him, — 
call'd her his Life, his Soul, his Angel, Goddeſs, all 
the endearing Names that Love can — but amon 

the reſt, my charming Anadea, my Dear, my — 
Wife, were a thouſand Times repeated. — The Mar. 
quis happening to ſtand in a Part of the Room, from 
which the Liphe was pretty much ſhelter'd, had not 
yet been ſeen by his Son, felt a ſudden Horror at the 
firſt mention of Wife and Anadea, and hearing them 
again and again repeated, was ready to fall into the 
ſame Condition with her whom he had ruin'd : But 
ſummoning all his Courage to be ſatisfy'd of the 
"Truth, came forward to the Place where his Son 
was, and with as haughty an Accent as the inward 
Diſorders of his Mind would give him leave, accoſted 
him in this Manner: — You are returned, I find ( ſaid 
he) without Permiſſion ;— but if you hope my Par- 
don for this, or any former Acts of Diſobedience, be 


quick, and eaſe my impatient Soul; — tell me who this 


Woman is, or how related to you. — Not all the 
Surpriſe and Grief the Count was in to find his 
Charmer in a Condition ſo different from what he 
expected, nor all he felt at the Sight of his Father, in 


Place and Poſture ſo aſtoniſhing, took from him 
the Power of paying him that Reſpe& which he 
had been accuſtomed to do; and falling on his Knees, 
Proud to obey you, Sir, when Obedience is in my 


Power, I ſhall make no Scruple of — the vir- 
tuous Anadea is my Wife, and that this is 


why 1 find her in this Condition, is what I am 
fearful to demand : But, — he was going on, when- 
the. Marquis, whoſe Eyes ſeem'd to ſhoot Fire, — 
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rupted him, by crying, is ſhe your Wife! Your law- 
kl married Wife! My Lord, lhe is (reſumed his Son) 
my wedded Wife, lawfully married, and enjoyed: 
And ſooner would I have acknowledged it, if — 
Oh! it is now too ſoon (rejoined the Marquis) ſince 
too, too late to ſave us all from Ruin! — As the 
Count was about to beg an 133 of this am- 
biguous ee Anadea lifted up her Nen and 
the Strength of her Conſtitution having by this Time 
retty well overcome her Diſorders, ſhe had the 
ſe of her Senſes enough to know her Husband im- 
mediately ; and — the laſt Words the Marquis 
had ſaid, rear'd herielf up in the Bed, and taking 
hold of young Bleſſure, as though ſhe meant to em- 
brace him, ſnatched the Sword he wore by his Side, 
and plung'd it in her Boſom with ſuch an incredible 
strength and Swiftneſs, that had any of the Com- 
wha, £6 appriſed of her Intent, it would have been 
carce poſſible to have prevented her.— Now ( ſaid 
ſhe) the ſhameful Story may be told! — living I 
could not bear it !— Hate me not after Death, my 
dear, dear Lord! and I have no more to ask! Wit 
theſe Words ſhe expir'd; and the almoſt diſtracted 
Count was ſcarce withheld from making the ſame- 
fatal Uſe ſhe had done of his Weapon :— But, wild 
to know the Source of his Misfortune, ask'd a thou- 
ſand incoherent Queſtions ;-—— which none preſently 
anſwering, he raved about the Room like one utterly. 
bereft of Reaſon. | 

THE old Marquis, whoſe lawleſs and ungoverned 
Paſſion had occaſion'd this Misfortune, till remained. 
in a fixed Poſture ;. but if we may gueſs by what 
enſued, felt at leaſt an equal Share in thoſe Agonies 
which ſo viſibly poſſeſſed the Count, — Rouzing at 
length from his ſeeming Lethargy, he aſſumed as 
much as poſſible a Serenity of Countenance, and or- 
dering his Son to attend him in his Chamber in half 
an Hour, left that diſmal Scene to be filled up by. 
him whoſe Griefs were too juſt for Controul. 
The Woman of the Houſe would fain have gerſwaded' 
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bim from the Body; but he ſwore never to forſake it, 
but ſo long as to know the Cauſe of ſo ſhocking a 
Deſpair as that muſt be, which had influenced her 
gentle Soul to ſuch an Act of Horror. 

As he was uttering the moſt piteous Lamenta- 
tions that Speech e'er form'd,—the Landlady, who 
ſtirred not far from him, heard a Piſtol go off; and 
by the Sound, judged it was in the next Room,— 
Frighted and ſuſpicious of the Truth, ſhe ſtarted up, 
and cried, —— Heaven grant there be not another 
Self- murder! — Let us go and ſee, my Lord (pur- 
ſued ſhe) 1 fear your Father's Deſperation. 

YouNG Bleſſure, to whom all appeared dark 
and myſterious, on the mention of 4 Father in 
that Manner, ran with the Woman to that Room 
whence the Noiſe had proceeded, and found the un- 
happy Marquis ſhot through the Head. — A Paper 
lay by him on a Table writ by his own Hand, and 
directed to his Son, — containing the whole Tranſ— 
action of this fatal Night, — blaming the Count for 
concealing his Marriage, but himſelf much more for 
giving way to Deſires ſo injurious to Honour. 

To go about to repreſent in what Manner the af- 
flicted Bleſſure behaved at reading this amazing Diſ- 
covery, would be to wrong a Grief which ſcarce 
Imagination can figure. as it ought : » — The 
was — that he omitted, to teſtify the moſt 
violent Deſpair, but laying violent Hands on his 
own Life; and even that he was but with Difh- 
eulty reſtrained from doing. He buried both his 
Father and unfortunate Wife with all poſſible So- 
lemnity.—— Then declaring he had done with the 
World, made Sale of his yaſt Patrimony, and diſtri- 
buted it among the Poor; and retiring among the 
Gapuchins, linger'd out three or four Years in wpſt- 
ing Sorrow, which at laſt conſumed him; and he 
was interred by that dear Body, which his adverſe. 
Fate had denied him the Bleſſing of living with. 
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YOUN G Lady of diſtinguiſhed” 
Birth, Beauty, Wit, and Spirit, hap» 
pened to be in a Box one Night at 
the Playhouſe ; where, though there. 
/ ”\ WS] were a great Number of 1 
I Toaſts, ſie perceived ſeveral Gentle- 
men extremely pleaſed themſelves with entertain- 
ing a Woman who ſat in a Corner of the Pit, 
and, by her Air and Manner of receiving tbem, 
might eaſily be known to be one of thoſe who come 
there for no other Purpoſe, than to create Acquaintance 
with as many as ſeem deſirous of it. She could not 
help teſtifying her Contempt of Men, who, regard- 
leſs either of the Play, or Circle, threw away their 
Time in ſuch a Manner, to ſome Ladies that fat by 


her: But they, either leſs ſurpriſed by being more ac- 


cuſtomed to ſuch Sights, than ſhe who had been 
bred for the moſt part in the Country, or not of a 
Diſpoſition to conſider any thing very deeply, took 
but little Notice of it, She ſtill thought of it, how- 


ever; and the longer ſhe reflected on it, the greater 
was her Wonder, that Men, ſome of whom ſhe knew 
were accounted to haye Wit, ſhould have Taſtes ſo 

| 2 very 
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very depraved. This excited a Curioſity in her to 
know in what Manner theſe Creatures were ad- 
dreſs'd :— She was young, a Stranger to the World, 
and conſequently to the Dangers of it; and having no 
body im Town, at that Time, to whom ſhe was oblig'd 
to be accountable for her Actions, did in every thing 
as her Inclinations or Humours render'd moſt agreea- 
ble to her: Therefore thought it not in the leaſt a 
Fault to put in — = a little Whim which came 
immediately into her Head, to dreſs herſelf as near as 
ſhe cou'd in the Faſhion.of thoſe Women who make: 
ſale of their Favours, and ſet herſelf in the Way of 
being accoſted as ſuch a one, having at that Time no 
other Aim, than the Gratification of: an innocent Cu- 
rioſity.— She no ſooner deſign'd this Frolick, than 
ſhe put it in Execution; and muffling her Hoods, over 
her Face, went the next Night into the Gallery-Box, 
and practiſing as much as ſhe had obſerv'd, at that 
Diſtance, the Behaviour of that Woman, was not long 
before ſhe found her Diſguiſe had anſwered the Ends 
ſne wore it for: A Crowd of Purchaſers of all De- 
= and Capacities were.in a Moment gather'd about 
er,cach endeayouring to out-bid the other,in offering 
her a Price for her Embraces. — She liſten'd to *em 
all, and was not a little diverted in her Mind at the 
Diſappointment ſhe ſhou'd give to ſo many, each of 
which thought himſelf ſecure of gaining her.— She. 
was told by 'em all, that ſhe was the moſt loyely Wo- 
man in the World; and ſome cry'd, Gad, ſhe is mighty 
like my fine Lady ſuch-a-one, —— naming her own 
Name. She was naturally vain, and receiv'd no ſmall 
Pleaſure in hearing herſelf prais'd, tho? in the Perſon 
of another, and a ſuppos'dProftitute; but ſhe diſpatch'd 
as ſoon as ſhe cou'd all that had hitherto attack'd her, 
when ſhe ſaw the accompliſh'd --4 au of was making 
his Way thro' the Crowd as faſt as. he was able to 
reach the Bench ſhe fat on. She had often ſeen him 
inthe Drawing-Room, had talk'd with him; but then 
her Quality and reputed Virtue kept him from vhng 
her with that Freedom ſhe now. expected he wu | 
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do, and had diſcover'd ſomething in him, which had 
made her often think ſhe ſhou'd not be diſpleaſed, if 
he wou'd abate ſome Part of his Reſerve. Now 
was the Time to have her Wiſhes anſwer'd ;>— He 
look'd in her Face, and fancy'd, as many others had 
done, that ſhe very much reſembled that Lady whom. 
ſhe really was; but the vaſt Diſparity there appear'd be- 
tween their Characters, prevented him from entertain- 
ing even the moſt diſtant Thought that they cou'd be 
the ſame, — He addreſs'd her at firſt with the uſual Sa- 
lutations of her pretended Profeſſion, as, Are you en- 
gag d, Madam? — Will you permit me to wait on you 
home after the Play? — By Heaven you are a fine Girl 
How long have you us'd this Houſe ? — and ſuch 
like Queſtions z but perceiving ſhe had a Turn of Wit, 
and a genteel Manner in her — beyond what is 
frequently to be found among thoſe Wretches, who 
are for the moſt part Gentlewomen but by Neceſ- 
ſity, few of 'em having had an Education ſuitable to 
what they affect to appear, he chang'd the Form of 
his Converſation, and ſhew'd her it was not becauſe 
he underſtood no better, that he had made uſe of Ex- 
preſſions ſo little polite.— In fine, they were infinitely 
charm'd with each other: He was tranſported to find 
ſo much Beauty and Wit in a Woman, who he 
doubted not but on very eaſy Terms he might en- 
joy; and ſhe found a yaſt deal of Pleaſure in con- 
verſing with him in this free and unreſtrain'd Manner, 
They paſs'd their Time all the Play with an equal Sa- 
tisfaction; but when it was over, ſhe found herſelfin- 
voly'd in a Difhculty, which before never enter?d.into 
her Head, but which ſhe knew not well how to get 
over,— The: Paſſion he profeſs'd for her, was not 
of that humble Nature which can be content with. 
diftant Adorations :=— He reſoly'd not to part from 
her without the Gratifications of thoſe Deſires ſhe had 
inſpir'dz and preſuming on the Liberties which her 
ſuppos'd Function allow'd of, told her ſhe muſt ei- 
ther go with him to ſome convenient Houſe of his 
procuring, or permit him to wait on her to her own. 
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Lodgings. Never had ſhe been in ſuch a Dilemma: 
Three or four Times did ſhe open her Mouth to confeſs 
her real Quality; but the Influence of her ill Stars pre- 
vented it, by putting an Excuſe into her Head, which 
did the Buſineſs as well, and at the ſame time did not. 
take from her the Power of ſeeing and entertaining 
him a ſecond Time with the ſame Freedom ſhe had 
done this. She told him, ſhe was under Obligations 
to a Man who maintain'd her, and whom ſhe durſt not 
diſappoint, having promis'd to meet him that Night 
at a Houſe hard by. — This Story ſo like what thoſe 
Ladies ſometimes tell, was not at all ſuſpected by 
Beauplaiſir; and aſſuring her he wou'd be far from 
doing her a Prejudice, Tefir'd that in Return for the 
Pain he ſhou'd ſuffer in being depriv'd of her Company 
that Night, that ſhe wou'd order her Affairs, 8 as 
not to render him unhappy the next. She gave a ſo- 
temn Promiſe to be in the ſame Box on the Morrow 
Evening; and they took Leave of each other; he to 
the Tavern, to drown the Remembrance of his Diſap- 
pointment; ſhe in a Hackney-chair hurry'd home to 
indulge Contemplation on the Frolick ſhe had taken, 
deſigning nothing leſs on her firſt Reflections, than to 
keep the Promiſe ſhe had made him, and hugging her- 
felf with Joy, that ſhe had the good Luck to come 
off undiſcover'd. | 


Bu x theſe Cogitations were but of a ſhort Conti- 


nuance, they vaniſh'd with the Hurry of her Spirits, 
and were ſucceeded by others vaſtly different and rui- 
nous: — All the Charms of INES came freſh into 
her Mind; ſhe languiſh'd, ſhe almoſt dy'd for another 
Opportunity of converſing with him; and not all the 
Admonitions of herDiſcretion were effectual to oblige 
her to deny laying hold of thatwhich offer'd itſelf the 
next Night— She depended on the Strength of her 
Virtue, to bear her ſafe thro' Trials more dangerous 
than ſhe apprehended this to be, and never having been 
addreſs'd by him as Lady,— was reſoly'd to receive 
his Devoirs as a Town-Miſtreſs, imagining a world 
of Satisfaction to herſelf in engaging him in the — 
— — Þ 
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racter of ſuch a one, and in obſerving the Surpriſe he 
would be in to find himſelf refuſed by a Woman, who. 
he ſuppoſed granted her Favours without Exception.— 


strange and unaccountable were the Whimſies ſne was 
poſſeſs'd of, — wild and incoherent her Deſires.— 


unfix'd and undetermin'd her Reſolutions, but in that 
of ſeeing Beauplaiſir in the Manner ſhe had lately done. 
As for her Proceedings with him, or how a ſecond 
Time to eſcape him, without diſcovering who ſhe was, 
ſhe cou'd neither aſſure herſelf, nor whether or not in 
the laſt Extremity ſhe wou'd do ſo.— Bent, however, 
on meeting him, whatever ſhou'd be the Conſequence, 
ſhe went out ſome Hours before the Time of oing 
to the Playhouſe, and took Lodgings in a Houle not 
my far from it, intending, that if he ſhou'd inſiſt on: 
alling ſome Part of the Night with her, to carry 
kim there, thinking ſhe might with more Security 
to her Honour entertain him ata Place where ſhe was 
Miſtreſs, than at any of his own chooſing, 
THE appointed Hour being arriv'd, ihe had the- 


Satisſaction to find his Love in his Aſſiduity: He was. 
there before her; and nothing cou'd be more tender 
than the Manner in which he accoſted her: But from 


the firſt Moment ſhe came in, to that of the Play 
being done, he continued to aſſure her, no Conſide- 


ration ſhou'd prevail with him to part from her again, 


as ſhe had done the Night before; and ſhe rejoic'd to 
think ſhe had taken that Precaution of providing her- 
ſelf with a Lodging, to which ſhe thought ſhe might 
invite him, without running any Riſque, either of her 
Virtue or Reputation, — Having told him ſhe wou'd 
admit of his accompanying her home, he ſeem'd per- 
fectly ſatisfy'd; and leading her to the Place, which 


was not above twenty Houſes diſtant, wou'd have 


order'd a Collation to be brought after them. But ſhe 
wou'd not permit it, telling him ſhe was not one of 
thoſe who ſuffer'd themſelves to be treated at their 
own Lodgings ; and as ſoon as ſhe was come in, ſent 
a Seryant, belonging to the Houle, to proyidea very 
handſome Supper, and Wine, and eyery thing was 


lery'd. 
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ſerv'd to Table in a Manner which ſhew'd the Director 
neither wanted Money, nor was ignorant how it 
ſhou'd be laid out. 

THIs Proceeding, though it did not take from 
him the Opinion that ſhe was what ſhe appeared to 
be, yet ir gaye him — of her, which he had 
not before. He believ'd her a Miſtreſs, but beliey'd 
her to be one of a-ſuperior Rank, and began to 
imagine the Poſſeſſion of her would be much more 
expenſive than at firſt he had expected: But not be- 
ing of a Humour to grudge any thing for his Plea- 
ſures, he gave himſelt no Briber Trouble, than what 
were occaſioned by Fears of not having Money 
enough to reach her Price, about him. 

SUPPER being over, Which was intermixed with 
a vaſt deal of amorous Converſation, he began to ex- 
| himſelf more than he had done; and both by 

is Words and Behaviour let her know, he would 
not be denied that Happineſs the Freedoms ſhe allow'd 
had made him hope, — It was in vain; ſhe would 
have retracted the Encouragement ſhe had given :— 
In vain ſhe endeayoured to delay, till the next Meet- 
ing, the fulfilling of his Wiſhes :=- She had now gone 
too far to retreat :— He was bold; — he was reſo- 
Jute : She fearful, — confus'd, altogether — * 
to reſiſt in ſuch Encounters, and rendered more ſo, by 
the extreme Liking ſhe had to him.— Shock d, how- 
ever, at the Apprehenſion of really loſing her Honour, 
fe ſtruggled all ſhe could, and was juſt going to re- 
veal the whole Secret of her Name and Quality, when 
the Thoughts of the Liberty he had taken with her, 
and thoſe he ſtill continued to proſecute, prevented 
her, with repreſenting the Danger of being expos'd,and 
the whole Affair made a Theme for publick Ridi- 
cule,—— Thus: much, indeed, ſhe told him, that-ſhe 
was a Virgin, and had aſſumed this Manner of Be- 
haviour only to engage him. But that he little re- 
garded, or if he had, would have been far from 
obliging him to deſiſt; — nay, in the preſent burning 
Eagerneſs of Deſire, tis probable, that had he been 
| acquainted 
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acquainted both with who and what ſhe really was, 
the Knowledge of her Birth would not have influ» 
enc'd him with Reſpect ſufficient to have curb'd the 
wild Exuberance of his luxurious Wiſhes,or made him 
in that longing,— that impatient Moment, change 
the Form of his Addreſſes. In fine, ſhe was undone 
and he gain'd a Victory, ſo highly rapturous, that 
had he known over whom, ſcarce could he have 
triumphed more. Her Tears, however, and the Di- 
ſtraction ſhe Span in, after the ruinous Extaſy 
was paſt, as it heighten'd his Wonder, ſo it abated 
his Satisfaction: — He could not imagine for what 
Reaſon a Woman, who, if ſhe intended not tobe a 
Miſtreſs, had counterfeited the Part of one, and taken 
ſo much Pains to engage him, ſhould lament a Con- 
ſequence which ſhe could not but expect, and till the 
laſt Teſt, ſeem'd inclinable to grant; and was both 
ſurpris'd and troubled at the Myſtery, — He omitted 
nothing that he thought might make her eaſy ; and 
{till retaining an Opinion that the Hope of Intereſt 
had been the chief Motive which had led her to a& 
in the Manner ſhe had done, and believing that ſhe 
might know ſo little of him, as to ſuppoſe, now ſhe 
had nothing left to give, he might not make that 
Recompence ſhe expected for her Favours : To put 
her out of that Pain, he pulled out of his Pocket a 
Purſe of Gold, entreating her to accept of that as an 
Earneſt of what he intended to do for her; aſſuring 
her, with ten thouſand Proteſtations, that he would 
ſpare nothing, which his whole Eſtate could purchaſe, 
to procure her Content and Happineſs, This Treat- 
ment made her quite forget the Part ſhe had aſſum'd, 
and throwing it from her with an Air of Diſdain, 
Is this a Reward (ſaid ſhe) for Condeſcenſions, ſuch 
as I have yielded to ?—Can all the Wealth you are poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, make a Reparation for my Loſs of Honour: 
Oh!no, 1 am undone beyond the Power of Heaven 
itſelf to help me !— She uttered many more ſuch 
Exclamations ; which the amaz'd Beauplaiſir heard. 
without being able to reply to, till by Degrees ſink- 


ing 
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ing from that Rage of Temper, her Eyes reſumed 
their ſoftning Glances, and gueſſing at the Conſter. 
nation he was in, No, my dear Beauplaiſir (added 
ſhe) your Love alone can compenſate for the Shame 
you have involved me in; be you ſincere and con- 
ſtant, and I hereafter ſhall, perhaps, be ſatisfy'd with 
my Fate, and forgive myſelf the Folly that berray'd 
Mme to you, 

BEAUPLAISIR thought he could not have a 
better Opportunity than theſe Words uu him of en- 
quiring who ſhe was, and wherefore the had feigned 
herſelt to be of a Profeſſion which he was now con- 
vinc'd ſhe was not; and after he had made her a thou- 
ſand Vows of an Affection, as inviolable and ardent 
as ſhe could wiſh to find in him, entreated ſhe would 
inform him by what Means his Happineſs had been 
brought about, and alſo to whom he was indebted 
for the Bliſs he had enjoy'd.— Some Remains of yet 
unextinguiſhed Modeſty, and Senſe of Shame, made 
her plufß exceedingly at this Demand; but recollect- 
ing herſelf in alin; time, ſhe told him ſo much of 
the Truth, as to what related to the Frolick ſhe had 
taken of ſatisfying her Curioſity in what Manner Mi- 
ireſſes, of the Sort ſhe appeared to be, were treated 
by thoſe who addreſſed them; but forbore diſcover- 
ing her true Name and Quality, for the Reaſons ſhe 
had done before, reſolving, -if he boaſted of this 
Affair, he ſhould not have it in his Power to touch 
her Character: She therefore ſaid ſhe was the Daugh- 
ter of a Country Gentleman, who was come to 
Town to buy Clolths, and that ſhe was call'd Fan- 
tomina, He had no Reaſon to diſtruſt the Truth of 
this Story, and was therefore ſatisfy'd with it; but 
did not doubt by the 1 of her Conduct, but 
that in the End ſhe would be in Reality, the thing 
ſhe ſo artfully had counterfeited ; and had good Nature 
enough to pity the Misfortunes he imagin'd would 
be her Lot: But to tell her ſo, or offer his Advice in 
that Point, was not his Buſineſs, at leaſt, as yet. 
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THEY parted not till towards Morning, and ſhe 
oblig'd him to a willing Vow of viſiting her the next 
Day at Three inthe Afternoon, It was too late for her 
to go home that Night, therefore contented herſelf 
ark lying there. In the Morning ſhe ſent for the 
Woman of the Houſe to come up to her; and eaſily 
perceiving, by her Manner, that ſhe wasa Woman 
who might be influenced by Gifts, made her a Pre- 
ſent of a Couple of Broad-pieces, and deſir'd her, that 
if the Gentleman, who had been there the Night be- 
fore, ſhould ask any Queſtions concerning her, that 
he would be told, ſhe was lately come out of the 
Country, had lodg'd there about a Fortnight, and that 
her Name was Fantomina. I ſhall (alſo added ſhe) 
lie but ſeldom here; nor, indeed, ever come but in 
thoſe times when I expect to meet him: 1 would 
therefore have you ads itſo, that he may think I 
am but juſt gone out, if he ſhould happen by any Ac- 
cident to call when I am not here; 2. I would not, 
for the World, have him imagine I do not conſtant- 
ly lodge here, TheLandlady affur d her ſne would do 
every thing as ſhe deſired, and gave her to under- 
ſtand ſhe wanted not the Giſt of Secrecy. 

EVERY thing being ordered at this Home for 
the Security of her Reputation, ſhe repaired to the 
other, where ſhe eaſily excuſed to an unſuſpecting 
Aunt, with whom ſhe boarded, her having been 
abroad all Night, ſaying, ſhe went with a Gentle- 
man and his Lady in a Barge, to a little Country 
Seat of theirs up the River, all of them deſigning to 
return the ſame Evening ; but that one of the Barge- 
men happ'ning to be taken ill on a ſudden, and no 
other Waterman to be got that Night, they were 
oblig'd to tarry till Morning, Thus did this Lady's 
Wit and Vivacity aſſiſt her in all, but where it was 
moſt needful. She had Diſcernment to foreſee, and a- 
void all thoſe Ills which might attend the Loſs of her 
Reputation, but was wholly blind to thoſe of the Ruin of 
her Virtue; and having managed her Affairs ſo as to 
ſecure the one, grew perfectly eaſy with the 12 

rance 
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brance ſhe had forfeited the other. — The more ſhe 
reflected on the Merits of Beauplaiſir, the more ſhe 
excuſed herſelf for what ſhe had done; and the Pro- 
ſpect of that continued Bliſs ſhe expected to ſhare 
with him, took from her all Remorſe for having en- 
gaged in an Affair which promiſed her ſo much Sa- 
tis faction, and in which ſhe found not the leaſt Dan. 

er of Misfortune, — If he is really (ſaid ſhe to her- 
Pug ) the faithful, the conſtant Lover he has ſworn 
to be, how charming will be our Amour ? — And 
if he ſhould be falſe, grow ſatiated, like other Men, 
I ſhall but, at the worſt, have the private Vexation of 
knowing I have loſt him; the Intrigue being a 
Secret, my Diſgrace will be ſo too :—— 1 {hall hear no 
Whiſpers as I paſs,— She is forſaken : — The odious 
Word forſaken will never wound my Ears; nor will 
my Wrongs excite either the Mirth or Pity of the 
talking World::— It will not be even in the Power of 
my Undoer himſelf to triumph over me; and while 
he laughs at, and perhaps deſpiſes the fond, the yield- 
ing Fantomina, he will revere and eſteem the virtuous, 
the reſery'd Lady. In this Manner did ſhe applaud 
her own Conduct, and exult with the Imagination 
that ſhe had more Prudence than all her Sex beſide, 
And it muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that ſhe preſerved 
an Oeconomy in the Management of this Intrigue, 
1 what almoſt any Woman but herſelf ever 
did: In the firſt place, by making no Perſon in the 
World a Confident in it; and in the next, in conceal- 
ing from Beauplaiſir himſelf the Knowledge who ſhe 
was; for though ſhe met him three or four Days in 
a Week, at that Lodging ſne had taken for that 
Purpoſe, yet as much as he employ'd her Time and 
Thoughts, ſhe was never miſs'd from an Ry 
ſhe had been accuſtomed to frequent.— The Buſineſs 
of her Love has engroſs'd her till Six in the Evening, 
and before ſeven ſhe has been dreſs'd in a different 
Habit, and in another Place.— Slippers, and a Night- 


Gown looſely nene has been the Garb in which 


ing Fantomina; — Lac'd, and 


he has left the langui 
| adorn'd 
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adorn'd with all the Blaze of Jewels, has he, in leſs 
than an Hour after, beheld at the Royal Chapel, the 
palace-Gardens, Drawing-Room, Opera, or Play, the 
baughty Awe-inſpiring Lady. — A thouſand Times 
has he ſtood amaz'd at the prodigious Likeneſs be- 
tween his little Miſtreſs and this Court Beauty ; bur 
was ſtill as far from imagining they were the ſame, 
as he was the firſt Hour he had accoſted her in the 
Play-houſe, though it is not impoſſible, but that her 
ace to this celebrated Lady, might keep his 
Inclination alive — longer than otherwiſe 
they would have been; andt 
of this ( as he ſuppoſed) unenjoy'd Charmer, ſhe 
ow'd in great meaſure the Vigour of his latter Ca- 
reſſes. 


Bu T he varied not ſo much from his Sex as to 
be able to prolong Deſire, to any great Length after 
Poſſeſſion : The rifled Charms of Fantomina ſoon loſt 


their Poinancy, and grew taſtleſs and inſipid; and 


when the Seaſon of the Year inviting the Company 


to the Bath, ſhe offer'd to accompany him, he made 


an Excuſe to go without her, She eaſily perceiv'd 


his Coldneſs, and the Reaſon why he pretended her 
oing would be inconvenient, and endur'd as much 
— the Diſcovery as any of her Sex could do: She 


diſſembled it, however, before him, and took her 


Leave of him with the Shew of no other Concern 
than his Abſence occaſion'd: But this ſhe did to take 
from him all Suſpicion of her following him, as 
ſhe intended, and had already laid a Scheme for.— 
From her firſt finding out that he deſign'd to leave 


her behind, ſhe plainly ſaw it was for no other Rea- 
ſon, than that being tir'd of her Conyerſation, he was 
willing to be at liberty to purſue new Conqueſts © 
and wiſely conſidering that Complaints, Tears, Swoon- 
ings, and all the Extravagancies which Women make 
uſe of in ſuch Caſes, have little Prevailance over a 

Heart inclin'd to rove, and only ſerye to render thoſe - 
who practiſe them more contemptible, by robbing 
them of that Beauty which alone can bring back the 
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fugitive Lover, ſhe reſolved to take another Courſe ; 
and remembring the Height of Tranſport ſhe enjoy. 
ed when the agreeable Beauplaiſir kneel'd at her Feet, 
imploring her firſt Fayours, ſhe long'd to prove the 
ſame again. Not but a Woman of her Beauty and 
Accompliſhments might have beheld a thouſand in 
that Condition Beauplaiſir had been; but with her 
Sex's Modeſty, ſhe had not alſo thrown off another 
Virtue equally yaluable, tho* generally unfortunate, 
Conſtancy : Sheloved — it was only he whoſe 
Solicitations could give her Pleaſure ; and had ſhe ſeen 
the whole Species deſpairing, dying for her fake, it 
might, perhaps have been a Satisfaction to her Pride, 
but none to her more tender Inclination.— Her De- 
ſign was once more to engage him, to hear him ſigh, 
to ſee him languiſh, to feel the ſtrenuous Preſſures of 
his eager Arms, to be compelled, to be fweetly for- 
ced to what ſhe wiſhed with equalArdour,was what ſhe 
wanted, and what ſhe had form'd a Stratagem to ob- 
tain, in which ſhe promis'd herſelf Succeſs. 

. SHE no ſooner heard he had left the Town, than 
making a Pretence to her Aunt, that ſhe was going 
to viſit a Relation in the Country, went towards 
Bath, attended but by two Servants, who ſhe found 
Reaſons to quarrel with on the Road and diſcharg'd : 
Cloathing herſelf in a Habit ſhe had brought with 
her, ſhe forſook the Coach and went into a Wag- 
gon, in Which Equipage ſhe arriv'd at Bath. The 
Dreſs ſhe was in, was a round-ear'd Cap, a ſhort red 
Petticoat, and a little Jacket of grey Stuff; all the 
reſt of her Accoutrements were anſwerable to theſe, 
and join'd with a broad Country Dialect, a rude un- 

oliſh'd Air, which ſhe, having been bred in theſe 

arts, knew very well how to imitate, - with her 
Hair and Eye-brows black'd, made it impoſſible for 
her to be known, or taken for any other than what 
ſhe ſeem' d. Thus diſguis'd did ſhe offer herſelf to 
Service in the Houſe where Beauplaiſir lodg'd, ha- 
ving made it her Buſineſs to find out immediately 
where he was, Notwithſtanding this 3" 
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ſhe was ſtill extremely pretty ; and the Miſtreſs of the 


Houſe happening at that Time to want a Maid, was 
very glad of the Opportunity of taking her. She 
was preſently received into the Family, and had a 
Poſt in it (ſuch as ſhe would have chofe, had ſhe 
been left at her Liberty) that of making the Gentle- 
mens Beds, getting them their Breakfaſts, and 
waiting on them in their Chambers. Fortune in 
this Exploit was extremely on her Side; there were 
no others of the Male Sex in the Houſe, than an 
old Gentleman, who had loſt the Uſe of his Limbs 
with the Rheumatiſm, and had come thither for the 
Benefit of the Waters, and her beloved Beauplaiſir; ſo 
that ſhe was in no Apprehenſions of any amorous Vio- 
lence, but where ſhe wiſh'd to find it. Nor were her 
Deſigns diſappointed : He was fir'd with the firſt 
Sight of her; and tho' he did not preſently take any 
farther Notice of her, than giying her two or three 
hearty Kiſſes, yet ſhe, who now underſtood that 
Language but too well, eaſily ſaw they were the 
Prelude to more ſubſtantial Joys. Coming the 
next Morning to 2 his Chocolate, as he had or- 
der'd, he catch'd her by the pretty Leg, which the 
Shortneſs of her Petticoat did not in the Tea oppoſe ; 
then pulling her gently to him, ask'd her, how long ſhe 
had been at Service? — How many Sweethearts ſhe 
had ? If ſhe had ever been in Love ? and many other 
ſuch Queſtions, befitting one of the Degree ſhe appear- 
ed to be: All which ſhe anſwer'd with ſuch ſeeming In- 
nocence, as more enflamed the amorous Heart of 
him who talk'd to her. He compelled her to fit in his 
Lap 3 and gazing on her bluſhing Beauties, which, if 
poſſible, receiv'd Addition from her plain and rural 
Dreſs, he ſoon loſt the Power of containing him- 
ſelf.— His wild Deſires burſt out in all his Words 
and Actions; he call'd her little Angel, Cherubim, 
ſwore he muſt enjoy her, though Death were to 
be the Conſequence, deyour'd her Lips, her Breaſts 
with greedy Kiſſes, held to his burning Boſom her half- 
yielding, half. reluctant Body, nor ſuffer'd her to get 
Ma 2 looſe 
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looſe till he had ravaged all, and glutted each rapa- 
eious Senſe with the ſweet Beauties of the pretty Ce- 
lia, for that was the Name ſhe bore in this ſecond Ex- 
pedition. — Generous as Liberality itſelf to all who 
gave him Joy this way, he gave her a handſome 
Sum of Gold, which ſhe durſt not now refuſe, for 
fear of creating ſome Miſtruſt, and loſing the Heart 
ſhe ſo lately had regain'd; therefore taking it with an 
humble Curteſy, and a well counterfeited Shew of 
Surpriſe and Joy, cry'd, O Law, Sir! what muſt I 
do for all this? He laughed at her Simplicity, and 
kiſſing her again, tho? leſs fervently than he had done 
before, bad her not be out of the Wa when he came 
home at Night. She promis'd ſhe would not, and yery 
obediently 38 ord. 

His Stay at Bath exceeded not a Month; but in 
that Time his ſuppos'd Country Laſs had perſecuted 
him ſo much with her Fondneſs, that in ſpite of 
the Eagerneſs with which he firſt enjoy'd her, he 
was at laſt grown more weary of her, than he had 
been of Fantomina; which ſhe preceiving, would not 
be troubleſome, but quitting her Seryice, remained 
privately in the Town till the heard he was on his 
Return; and in that Time provided herſelf of another 
Diſguiſe to carry on a third Plot, which her inventing 
Brain had furniſhed her with, once more to renew 
his twice-decay'd Ardours. The Dreſs ſhe had order'd 
to be made, was ſuch as Widows wear in their firſt 
Mourning, which, together with the moſt afflicted and 
penitential Countenance that eyer was ſeen, was no 
ſmall Alteration to her who us'd to ſeem all Gaie- 
ty.— To add to this, her Hair, which ſhe was ac- 
cuſtom'd to wear very looſe, both when Fantomina 
and Celia, was now ty'd back ſo ſtrait, and her Pin- 
ners coming ſo very forward, that there was none 
of it to be ſeen. In fine, her Habit and her Air 
wereſo much chang'd, that ſhe was not more difh- 
cult to be known in the rude Country Girl, than ſhe 
was now in the ſorrowful Widow. 
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Sans knew that Beauplaiſir came alone in his Cha- 
riot to the Bath, and in the Time of her being Ser- 
yant in the Houſe where he lodg'd, heard nothing of 
any body that was to accompany him to London, and 
hop'd he would return in the fame Manner he had 
gone: She therefore hir'd Horſes and a Man to at- 
tend her to an Inn about ten Miles on this fide Bath, 
where having diſcharg'd them, ſhe waited till the 
Chariot ſhould come by ; which when it did, and ſhe 
ſaw that he was alone in it, ſhe called to him that 
drove it to ſtop a Moment, and going to the Door 
ſaluted the Maſter with theſe Words. 

TAE Diſtreſs'd and Wretched, Sir (ſaid ſhe) never 
fail to excite Compaſſion in a generous Mind; and 1 
hope I am not deceiv'd in my Opinion that yours is 
ſuch : — You have the Appearance of a Gentleman, 
and cannot, when you hear my Story, refuſe that Aſ- 
ſiſtance which is in your Power to give to an un- 
happy Woman, who without it, may be render'd the 
molt miſerable of all created Beings. 

Ir would not be very eaſy to repreſent the Sur- 
priſe, ſo odd an Addreſs created in the Mind of him 
to whom it was made, — She had not the Appear- 
ance of one who wanted Charity ; and what other 
Fayour ſhe required he could not conceive : But tel- 
ling her, ſhe might command any thing in his Power, 
gave her Encouragement to declare herſelf in this 
Manner: You may judge (reſumed ſhe) by the me- 
lancholy Garb I am in, that I have lately loſt all that 
ought to be valuable to Vomankind; but ĩt is impoſli- 
ble for you to gueſs the Greatneſs of my Misfortune, 
unleſs you had known my Husband, who was Maſter 
of every Perfection to endear him to a Wife's Af- 
fetions. — But, notwithſtanding, I look on my- 
ſelf as the moſt unhappy of my Sex in out-livin 
him, 1 muſt ſo far obey the Dictates of my Diſcre- 
tion, as to take care of the little Fortune he left be- 
hind him, which being in the Hands of a Brother of 
his in London, will be all carry'd off to Holland, where 


he is going to ſettle, if I reach not the Town be- 
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fore he leaves it, I am undone for ever.— To which 
End I left Briſtol, the Place where we liy'd, hoping 
to get a Place in the Stage at Bath, but they were 
all taken up before I came; and being, by a Hurt! 
ot in a Fall, render'd incapable of travelling any 
ong Journey on Horſeback, I have no Way to go to 
London, and muſt be inevitably ruin'd in the Loſs of 
all I have on Earth, without you have good Nature 
enough to admit me to take Part of your Chariot. 
HERE the feigned Widow ended her ſorrowful 
Tale, which had been ſeveral times interrupted by a 
Parenthefis of Sighs and Groans; and Bęauplaiſir, 
with a complaiſant and tender Air, aſſur'd her of his 
Readineſs to ſerve her in Things of much greater 
Conſequence than what ſhe deſir'd of him ; and told 
her, it would be an Impoſſibility of denying a Place in 
his Chariot to a Lady, who he could not behold 
without yielding one in his Heart, She anſwered 
the Compliments he made her but with Tears, 
which ſeem'd to ſtream in ſuch abundance from her 
Eyes, that ſhe could not keep her Handkerchief 
from her Face one Moment, Being come into the 
Chariot, Beauplaiſir (aid a thouſand handſome Things 
to perſwade her from giving way to ſo violent a 
Grief, which, he told her, would not only be deſtru- 
ctive to her Beauty, but likewiſe her Health, But all 
his Endeayours for Conſolement appear'd ineffectual, 
and he began to think he ſhould have but a dull Jour- 
ney, in the Company of one who ſeem'd ſo obſti- 
nately devoted to the Memory of her dead Husband, 
that there was no getting a Word from her on any 
other Theme: — But bethinking himſelf of the cele- 
brated Story of the Epheſian Matron, it came into his 
Head to make Trial, ſhe who ſeem'd equally ſuſ- 
ceptible of Sorrow, might not alſo be ſo too of Love; 
and having began a Diſcourſe on almoſt eyery other 
Topick, and finding her ſtill incapable of anſwering, 
reſolv'd to put it to the Proof, if this would have 
no more Effect to rouze her ſleeping Spirits: 
With a gay Air, therefore, though accompanied with 


the 
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the greateſt Modeſty and Reſpect, he turned the Con- 
verſation, as though without Deſign, on that Joy-gi- 
ving Paſſion, and ſoon diſcover'd that was indeed the 
subject ſhe was beſt pleas'd to be entertained with; 
for on his giving her a Hint to _ upon, never 
any Tongue run more voluble than hers, on the pro- 
digious Power it had to influence the Souls of thoſe 

oſſeſs'd of it, to Actions even the moſt diſtant from 
their Intentions, Principles or Humours, — From 
that ſhe paſs'd to a Deſcription of the Happineſs of 
mutual Affection; — the unſpeakable Extaſy of thoſe 
who meet with equal Ardency ; and repreſented it in 
Colours ſo lively, and diſelos'd by the Geſtures with 
which her Words were accompany'd, and the Accent 
of her Voice ſo true a Feeling of what ſhe ſaid, that 
Beauplaiſir, without being as Nupid, as he was real- 
ly the contrary, could not avoid perceiving there were 
Seeds of Fire, not yet extinguiſh'd, in this fair Wi- 
dow's Soul, which wanted but the kindling Breath 
of tender Sighs to light into a Blaze. He now 
thought himſelf as ſome Moments be- 
fore he had the Reverſe; and doubted not, but, that 
before = parted, he ſhould-find a Way to dry the- 
Tears of this lovely Mourner, to the Satisfaction of 
them both. He did not, however, offer as he had 
done to Fantomina and Celia, to urge his Paſſion di- 
rectly to her, but by a thouſand little ſoftning Arti- 
fices, which he well knew how to uſe, gave her leave 


do gueſs he was enamour'd, When they came to the 


Inn where they were to lie, he declar'd himſelf 
fomewhat more freely, and perceiving ſhe did not 
reſent it paſt Forgiveneſs, grew more encroaching, 
ſtill : — He now took the Liberty of kiſſing away 
her Tears, and catching the Sighs as they iſſued from 
her Lips; telling her if Grief was infectious, he was 
reſoly'd to have his Share; proteſting he would gladly 
exchange Paſſions with her, and be content to bear 
her Load of Sorrow, if ſhe would as willingly eaſe 
the Burden of his Love She (aid little in an- 
ſwer to the ſtrenuous Preſſures with which at laſt he 
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ventur'd to enfold her; but not thinking it decent, 
for the Character ſhe had aſſum'd, to yield ſo ſudden- 
ly, and unable to deny both his and her own Inclina. 
tions, ſhe — 2 a Fainting, and fell motionleſs 
upon his Breaſt. — He had no great Notion that ſhe 
was in a real Fit, and the Room they ſupp'd in hap. 
pening to have a Bed in it, he took her in his Arms 
and laid her on it, believing, that whatever her Diſ- 
temper was, that was the moſt proper Place to con- 
vey her to. — He laid himſelf down by her, and en- 
deavour'd to bring her to herſelf; and ſhe was too 
grateful to her kind Phyſician, at her returning Senſe, 
to remove from the Poſture he had put her in, with- 
out his Leave. 

Ir may, perhaps, ſeem ſtrange that Peauplaiſir 
fhould in ach near Intimacies continue ſtil] deceiv'd: 
1 know there are Men who will ſwear it is an Im- 
1 and that no Diſguiſe could hinder them 

rom knowing a Woman they had once enjoy'd, 
In anſwer to theſe Scruples, I can only ſay, that be- 
ſides the Alteration which the Change of Dreſs made 
in her, ſhe was ſo admirably skill'd in the Art of 
feigning, that ſhe had the Power of putting on al- 
moſt what Face ſhe pleas'd, and knew ſo exactly 
how to form her Behaviour to the Character ſhe re- 
preſented, that all the Comedians at both Play-houſes 
are infinitely ſhort of her Performances: She could 
vary her very Glances, tune her Voice to Accents the 
moſt different imaginable from thoſe in which ſhe 
ſpoke when ſhe appear'd herſelf. — Theſe Aids from 
Nature, join'd to the Wiles of Art, and the Diſtance 
between the Places where the imagin'd Fantomina 
and Celia were, _ very well prevent his having 
any Thought that they were the ſame, or that the 


fair Widow was either of them: It never ſo much as 
enrer'd his Head, and though he did fancy he ob» 
ſerved in the Face of the latter, Features which were 
not altogether unknown to him, yet he could not 
xecolle& when or where he had known them; — - 
and being told by her, that from her Birth, ſhe had 


never 


Love in a Maze. 277 
never remov'd from Briſtol, a Place where he never 
was, he rejected the Belief of having ſeen her, and 
ſuppos'd his Mind had been deluded by an Idea of 
8 other, whom ſhe might have a Reſemblance 
of. 

THEY paſs'd the Time of their Journey in as 
much Happineſs as the moſt luxurious Gratification 
of wild Deſires could make them; and when they 
came to the End of it, parted not without a mutual 
Promiſe of ſeeing each other often, — He told her 
to what Place ſhe ſhould direct a Letter to him; and 
ſne aſſur'd him ſhe would ſend to let him know 
where to come to her, as ſoon as ſhe was fixed in 
Lodgin 8. 1 | 

SHE kept her Promiſe z and charm'd with the Con- 
tinuance of his eager Fondneſs, went not home, 
but into private Lodgings, whence ſhe wrote to 
him to viſit her the firſt Opportunity, and enquire 
for the Widow Bloomer, — She had no fooner di - 
patched this Billet, than ſhe repair'd to the Houſe 
where ſhe had lodg'd as Fantomina, charging the 
People if Beauplaiſir ſhould come there, not to let 
him know ſhe had been out of Town. From thence 
ſhe wrote to him, in a different Hand, along Letter 
of Complaint, that he had been fo cruel in not ſend- 
ing one Letter to her all the Time he had been ab- 
ſent, entreated to ſee him, and concluded with ſub- 
ſcribing herſelf his unalterably affectionate Fanto- 
mina. She received in one Day Anſwers to both 
theſe. The firſt contain'd theſe Lines, 


To the Charming Mrs. BLooME R. 


T would be impoſſible, my Angel ! for me to ex- 
preſs the thouſandth Part of that Infinity of 
Tranſport, the Sight of your dear Letter gave me. — 
Never was Woman form'd to charm like you: Never, 
did any look like you, — write like you, — bleſs like 
v, nor did ever Man adore as 1 do, — Since 
r 
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Yefterday we parted, I have ſeem'd a Body without a 
Soul; and had you not by this inſpiring Billet, gave me 
new Life, I know not what by To-morrow I ſhould 
have been. — I will be with you this Evening about 
-O, "tis an Age till then But the 
curſed Formalities of Duty oblige me to dine with my 
Lord—— who never riſes from Table till that Hour; — 


therefore adieu till then, ſweet lovely Miſtreſs of the 
Saul and all the Faculties of 5 4 


Your moſt faithful, 


BEAUPLAISIE, 


The other was in this Manner : 


To the Lovely FanTOMINA. 


F you were half ſo ſenſible as you ought of your 
1 own Power of charming, you would be aſſur d, 
that to be unfaithful or unkind to you, would be a- 
mong the Things that are in their very Natures Im- 
bade It was my Misfortune, not my Fault, that 
you were not perſecuted every Poſt with a Declaration of 
my unchanging Paſſion; but I had unluckily forgot the 
Name of the Woman at whoſe Houſe you are, and knew 
not how to form a Direction that it might come ſafe 
to your Hands, And, indeed, the Reflection how 
you might miſconſirue my Silence, brought me to Town- 
ſome Weeks ſooner than I intended. If you knew 
how 1 have languiſh'd to renew thoſe Bleſſings I am 
permitted to enjoy in your. Society, you would rather 
pity than condemn 


Your ever faithful, 
| 46 | BEAUPLAISIR, 
PS. I Rar. I rannot ſie pon till To-morrow ; ſome Bu- 
fineſs has unluckily fallln out that will engroſs my 
Auurs till then. — Once more, my Dear, Adieu. 


TRAA 


1 4 
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TRAITOR! (cry'd ſhe) as ſoon as ſhe had read 
them, *tis thus our filly, fond, belieying Sex are ſery'd 
when they put Faith in Man: So had I been deceiy'd 
and cheated, had I like the reſt beliey'd, and ſat down 
mourning in Abſence, and vainly waiting recover'd- 
Tenderneſſes. — How do ſome Women (continued 


ſve) make their Life a Hell, burning in fruitleſs Ex- 


ectations, and dreaming out their Days in Hopes 
and Fears, then wake ar laſt to all the Horror of 
Deſpair ? —— But 1 have out-witted even the moſt 
ſubtle of the deceiving Kind, and while he thinks 
to fool me, is himſelf the only beguiled Perſon. | 
SHE made herſelf, moſt certainly, extremely happy 
in the Reflection on the Succeſs of her Stratagems ; 
and while the Knowledge of his.Inconſtancy and 'Le- 
vity of Nature kept her from having that real Ten- 
derneſs for him ſhe would elſe have had, ſhe found. 
the Means of gratifying the Inclinations ſhe had for 
his agreeable Ferſor, in asfull a Manner as ſhe could 
wiſh, She had all the Sweets of Love, but as yet had 
taſted none of the Gall, and was in a State of Con- 
8 which might be envy'd by the more de- 
icate. | | 
W HEN the expected Hour arriv'd, ſhe found that 
her Lover had loſt no part of the Fervency with 
which he had parted from her; but when the next 
Day ſhe received him as Fantomina, ſhe perceiy'd a 
prodigious Difference ; which led her again into- 
Reflections on the Unaccountableneſs of Men's 
Fancies, who ſtill prefer the laſt Conqueſt, only be- 
cauſe it is the laſt, — Here was an evident Proof of 
it; for there could not be a Difference in Merit, be-- 
cauſe they were the ſame Perſon ; but the Widow 
Bloomer was a more new Acquaintance than Fanto- 
mina, and therefore eſteem'd more valuable. This, 
indeed, muſt be ſaid of Beauplaiſir,, that he had a 
greater Share of good Nature than moſt of his Sex, 
who, for the moſt part, when they are weary of an 
Intrigue, break it entirely off, without any Regard 


to the Deſpair of the abandou'd Nymph. Though he 
68 | 


retain'd 
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retainꝰd no more than a bare Pity and Complaiſance 
for Fantomina, yet believing ſhe loy'd him to an Ex. 
ceſs, would not entirely forſake her, though the Con- 
tinuance of his Viſits was now become rather a Pe. 
nance than a Pleaſure. 

Tx = Widow Bloomer triumph'd ſome time longer 
over the Heart of this Inconſtant, but at length — 
Sway was an End, and ſhe ſunk in this Character, 
to the ſame Degree of Taſteleſneſs, as ſne had done 
before in that of Fantomina and Celia. She 
preſently perceiv'd it, but bore it as ſne had always 
done; it being but what ſhe expected, ſhe had per- 
N herſelf for it, and had another Project in Em- 

rio, which ſhe ſoon ripen'd into Action. She did 
not, indeed, compleat it altogether ſo ſuddenly as 
fhe had done the others, by reaſon there mult be 
Perſons employ'din it; and the Averfion ſhe had to 
any Confidents in her Affairs, and the Caution with 
which ſhe had hitherto acted, and which ſhe was till 
determin'd to continue, made it very difficult for 
her to find a Way, without breaking thro* that Reſolu- 
tion, to compaſs what ſhe wiſh'd. — She got over 
the Difficulty at laſt, however, by proceeding in a 
Manner, if poſſible, more extraordinary than all her 
former Behaviour : — Muffling herſelf up in her 
"Hood one Day, ſhe went into the Park about the 
Hour when there are a great many neceſſitous Gen- 
tlemen, who think themſelves aboye doing what 
they call little Things for a Maintenance, walking in 
the Mall, to take a Camelion Treat, and fill their 
Stomachs with Air inſtead of Meat. Two of thoſe, 
who by their Phyſiognomy ſhe thought moſt pro- 
per for her Purpoſe, ſhe beckon'd to come to her; 
and taking them into a Walk more remote from 
Company, began to communicate the Buſineſs ſhe 
had with them in theſe Words: I am ſenſible, Gen- 
temen ( ſaid ſhe) that, through the Blindneſs of For- 
tune, and Partiality of the World, Merit frequently 


gacs.unrewarded,and that thoſe of the beſt Pretenſion: 
meet with the leaſt Encouragement z=— L _ + 
1 ardon 
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Pardon (continued ſhe) perceiving they ſeem'd ſur- 
pris'd, if I am miſtaken in the Notion, that you two 
may, perhaps, be of the Number of thoſe who haye 
Reaſon to complain of the Injuſtice of Fate; but if 
you are ſuch as I take you for, have aPropoſal to make 
you, which may be of ſome little Advantage to you, 
Neither of them made any immediate Anſwer, but 
appear'd bury'd in Conſideration for ſome Moments. 
Atlength, We ſhould, doubtleſs, Madam (-/aid one of 
them) willingly come into any Meaſures to oblige you, 
provided they are ſuch as may bring us into no Dan- 
ger, either as to ourPerſons orReputations.Thatwhich 
I require of on (reſumed ſhe) has nothing in it eri- 
minal : All that I deſire is Secrecy in what you are in- 
truſted, and to diſguiſe yourſelves in ſuch a Manner 
as you cannot be known, if hereafter ſeen by the Per- 
fon on whom you are to impoſe, — In fine, the Buſi- 
neſs is only an innocent Frolick, but if blaz'd abroad, 
might be taken for too great a Freedom in me: — 
Therefore, if * reſolve to aſſiſt me, here are five 
Pieces to drink my Health, and aſſure you, that I 
have not diſcours'd you on an Affair I deſign not 
to proceed in; and when it is accompliſh'd fifty more 
lie ready for your Acceptance, Theſe Words, and, 
above all, the Money, which was a Sum which, 
tis probable, they had not ſeen of a long Time, made 
them immediately aſſent to all ſhe deſir'd, and preſs 
for the Beginning of their Employment: But Things 
were not yet ripe for Execution; and ſhe told them, 
that the next Day they ſhould be let into the Secret, 
__—_ them to meet her in the ſame Place at an 
Hour ſhe appointed. Tis hard to ſay, which of 
theſe Parties went away beſt pleas'dz they, that 
Fortune had ſent them ſo unexpected a Windfal; or 
ſhe, that ſhe had found Perſons, who appeared ſo 
well qualified to ſerve her. 

INDEFATIGABLE in the Purſuit of whatſoever hex 
Humour was bent upon, ſhe had no ſooner left her 
new engag'd Emiſſaries, than ſhe went in ſearch of 
a Houle or the compleating her Projet,—— She 

| : | pitch'e 
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itch'd on one very large and magnificently furniſh. 
2 which ſhe hir'd be the Week: giving . the 
Money before-hand, to preyent any Enquiries. The 
next y ſhe repaired to the Park, where ſhe met 
the punctual *Squires of low Degree; and orderin 
them to follow her to the Houſe ſhe had taken, tol 
them they muſt condefcend to appear like Seryants, 
and gaye each of them a very rich Livery, Then 
writing a Letter to Beauplaiſir, in a Character vaſtly 
different from either of thoſe ſhe had made uſe of, 
as Fantomina, or the fair Widow. Bloomer, order'd 
one of them to deliyer it into his own Hands, to 
bring back an Anſwer, and to be careful that he 
fifted out nothing of the Truth I do not 
fear (aid ſhe) that you ſnould diſcover to him who 
Lam, becauſe that is a Secret, of which you your- 
ſelves are ignorant; but I would have you be fo 
careful in your Replies, that he may not think the 
Concealment ſprings from any other Reaſons than 
our great Integrity to your Truſt, — Seem there- 
fore to know my whole Affairs; and let your refu- 
ſing to make him Partaker in the Secret, appear to 
be only the Effect of your Zeal for my Intereſt and Re- 
putation. Promiſes of entire Fidelity on the one Side, 
and Reward on the other, being paſt; the Meſſenger 
made what haſte he could to the Houſe of Beauplai- 
fir; and being there told where he might find him, 
erform'd exactly the Injunction that had been given 
im, But never Aſtoniſhment exceeding that which 
Beauplaiſir felt at the reading this Billet, in which 
he found theſe Lines: 


To the All-conquering BEAUPLAISIR. 


Imagine not that tis a new thing to you, to be 
told, you are the greateſs Charm in Nature to our 
Sex : I ſhall therefore, not to fill up my Tetter with 
any impertinent Praiſes on your Wit or Perſon, only tell 
you, that I am infinite in Love with both, and if you 
have a Heart not too deeply engag d, ſhould think 7 
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ſelf the happieſt of my Sex in being capable of inſpiring | 
ng in 


it with ſome Tenderneſs.—— There is but one 

my Power to refuſe you, which is the Knowledge of 
my Name, which believing the Sight of my Face will 
render no Secret, you — not tale it ill that I con- 
ceal from you. — The Bearer of this is a Perſon 1 
can truſt ; ſend by him your Anſwer ; but endeavour 
not to dive into the Meaning of this Myſtery, which 
will be impoſſible for you to unravel, and at the ſame 
time very much diſoblige me : — But that you may 
be in no Apprehenſions of being impos d on by a Wo- 


man unworthy of your Regard, I will venture to aſſure 


you, the firſt and greateſt Men in the Kingdom would 


think themſelves bleſt to have that Influence over ine 


you have, * unknown to yourſelf acquir d. But 
I need not go about to raiſe your Curuſity, by giving 


you any Idea of what my Perſon is; if you think fit to 


be ſatisfied, reſolve to viſit me To-morrow about three 


in the Afternoon; and though my Face is hid, you ſhall 


not want ſufficient Demonſtration, that ſhe who takes 
theſe unuſual Meaſures to commence a Friendſhi 


ip ' 
with you, is neither old, .nor deform'd. Till then. 1 


Yours, . 


INCOGNITA.. 


H x had ſcarce come to the Concluſion, before he 


ask'd the Perſon who brought it, from what Place 
he came; — the Name of the Lady he fery'd ; — 


if ſhe were a Wife, or Widow, and ſeveral other 
Queſtions directly oppoſite to the Directions of the 


Letter; but Silence would have avail'd him as much 
as did all thoſe Teſtimonies of Curioſity: No Italian 
Bravo, employ'd in a Buſineſs of the like Nature, 


erform' ds his Office with more Artifice; and the 


impatient Enquirer was convinc'd, that nothing but 
doing as he was deſired, could give him any Light 
rr 
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ſo violent a Paſſion for him; and little fearing any 
Conſequence which could enſue from ſuch an En- 
counter, reſoly'd to reſt ſatisfy'd till he was inform'd 
of every thing from herſelf, not imagining this In- 
cognita varied ſo much from the Generality of her 
Sex, as to beable to refuſe the Knowledge of any 
thing to the Man ſhe lov'd with that Tranſcende:-. 
cy of Paſlion ſhe profeſs'd, and which his many 
Succeſles with the Ladies gave him Encouragement 
enough to believe. He therefore took Pen and Paper, 
and anſwer'd her Letter in Terms tender enough 
for a Man who had never ſeen the Perſon to whom 
he wrote, The Words were as follows: 


To the Obliging and Witty 


INCOGNET A. 


Hough to tell me 1 am happy enough to be lik'd by 
T a Woman, ſuch as by your manner of Writing 
J imagine you to be, is an Honour which I can never 
ſufficiently acknowledge, yet I know not how I am 
able to content myſelf with admiring the Wonders of 
your Wit alone: I am certain, a Soul like yours muſt 
ſhine in your Eyes with a Vivacity, which muſt bleſs 
all they fok on. I ſhall, however, endeavour to 
reftrain myſelf in thoſe Bounds you are pleas'd to ſet 
me, till by the Knowledge of my inviolable Fidelity, I 
may be thought worthy of gazing on that Heaven 1 
am now but to enjoy in Contemplation. — You need not 
doubt my glad Compliance with your obliging Summons : 
There is a Charm in your Lines, which gives too ſweet 
an Idea of their lovely Author to be refified. — 1 am 
all impatient for the bliſsful Moment, which js to 
throw me at your Feet, and give me an Opportunity 
of convincing you that 1 am, 


Your eyerlaſting Slave, 
9  _ BEAUP LAISIN» 


No- 


Lovsz in a Maze. 285 


Noris could be more pleas'd than ſhe, to 
whom it was directed, at the Receipt of this Let- 
ter; but when ſhe was told how inquiſitive he had 
been concerning her Character and Circumſtances, 
ſhe could not 1 laughing heartily to think of 
the Tricks ſhe had play'd him, and applauding her 
own Strength of Genius, and Force of Reſolution, 
which by ſuch unthought-of Ways could triumph 
over her Lover's Inconſtaney, and render that ve 
Temper, which to other Women is the vreates 
Curſe, a Means to make herſelf more bleſs'd. — 
Had he been faithful to me ( ſaid ſhe, to herſelf) 
either as Fantomina, or Celia, or the Widow Bloomer, 
the moſt violent Paſſion, if it does not change its 
Object, in Time will wither : Poſſeſſion naturally 
abates the Vigour of Deſire, and | ſhould have had, 


at beſt, but a cold, inſipid, husband-like Lover in 


my Arms; but by theſe Arts of paſſing on him as 
a new Miſtreſs wheneyer the Ardour, which alone 
makes Love a Bleſling, begins to diminiſh, for the 
former one, I have him always raving, wild, impa- 
tient, longing, dying, — O that al} negle&ed Wives, 
and fond abandon'd Nymphs would take this Me- 
thod ! — Men would be caught in their own Snare, 
and have no Cauſe to ſcorn. our — weeping, 
wailing Sex! Thus did ſhe pride herſelf, as if ſecure 
ſhe never ſhould have any Reaſon to repent the pre- 
ſent Gaiety of her Homour, The Hour drawing 
near in which he was to come, ſhe dreſs'd herſelf in 
as — — a Manner, as if ſhe were to be that Night 
at a Ball at Court, endeavouring to repair the want of 
thoſe Beauties which the Vizard ſhould conceal, b 
ſetting forth the others with the greateſt Care aud 
Exactneſs. Her fine Shape, and Air, and Neck, ap- 
ear'd to great Advantage; and by that which was to 
e ſeen of her, one might believe the reſt to beperfect- 
ly agreeable. — 1 charm'd, as 
well with her Appearance, as with the Manner ſne 
entertain'd him: But though he was wild with Im- 
patience for the Sight of a Face which belong'd = 
IX Q 
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ſo exquiſite a Body, yet he would not immediate} 

preſs for it, believing before he left her he ſhould 
eaſily obtain that Satisfaction. — A noble Collation 
being over, he began to ſue for the Performance of 
her Promiſe of granting every thing he could ask, 
excepting the Sight of * Face, and Knowledge of 
her Name. It would have been a ridiculous Piece of 
Affection in her to have ſeem'd coy in complying 
with what ſhe herſelf had been the firſt in deſiring: 
She yielded without even a Shew of Reluctance: 
And if there be any true Felicity in an Amour ſuch 
as theirs, both here enjoy'd it to the full, But not in 
the Height of all their mutual Raptures, could he 
prevail on her to ſatisfy his Curioſity with the Sight 
of her Face: She told him that ſhe hop'd he knew ſo 
much of her, as might ſerve to convince him, ſhe was 
not unworthy of his tendereſt Regard ; and if he cou'd 
not content himſelf with that which ſhe was willing 
to reveal, and which was the Conditions of their 
meeting, dear as he was to her, ſhe would rather 
part with him for eyer, than conſent to gratify an 
Inquiſitiveneſs which, in her Opinion, had no Buſi- 
del with his Love, It was in yain that he endea- 
vour'd to make her ſenſible of her Miſtake z and that 
this Reſtraint was the greateſt Enemy imaginable to 
the Happineſs of them both : She was notto be per- 
ſwaded, and he was oblig'd to deſiſt his Solicitations, 
though determin'd in his Mind to compaſs what he 
ſo ardently deſir'd, before he left the Houſe. He 
then turned the Diſcourſe wholly on the Violence of 
the Paſſion he had for her; and expreſs'd the 
— Diſcontent in the World at the Apprehen- 
ions of being ſeparated ; — ſwore he could dwell for 
ever in her Arms, and with ſuch an undeniable Ear- 
neſtneſs preſſed to be permitted to tarry with her the 
whole Night, that had ſhe been leſs charm'd with 
his renew'd Eagerneſs of Deſire, ſhe ſcarce would 
have had the Power of refuſing him; but in grant- 
ing this Requeſt, ſhe was not without a Thought- 
that he had another Reaſon for making it beſides — 
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Extremity of his Paſſion, and had it immediately 
in her Head how to diſappoint him, 

THz Hours of Repoſe being arriv'd, he begg'd 
ſhe would retire to her Chamber; to which ſhe con- 
ſented, but oblig'd him to go to Bed firſt ; which he 
did not much oppoſe, becauſe he ſuppos'd ſhe would 
not lie in her Mask, and doubted not but the Morn- 
ing's Dawn would bring the wiſh'd Diſcoyery. — 
The two imagin'd Servants uſher'd him to his new 
Lodgings ; where he lay ſome Moments in all the Per- 
plexity I at the Oddneſs of this Adventure 
But ſhe ſuffer'd not theſe Cogitations to be of any 
long Continuance :: She — came in the Dark; 
which being no more than he expected by the for- 
mer part of her Proceedings, he ſaid nothing of; but 
as much Satisfaction as he found in her Embraces, 
nothing ever long'd for the Approach of Day with 
more Impatience than he did. At laſt it came; but: 
how great was his Diſappointment, when by the. 
Noiſes he heard in the Street, the Hurry of the 
Coaches, and the Crys of Penny-Merchants, he was 
convinc'd it was Night no where but with him? He 
was ſtill in the ſame Darkneſs as before ; for ſhe had 
taken care to blind the Windows in ſuch a Manner, 
that not the leaſt Chink was left to let in Day, — He 
complain'd of her Behaviour in Terms that ſhe would 
not have been able to reſiſt yielding to, if ſhe had: 
not been certain it would have been the Ruin of her 
Paſſion :—She therefore anſwered him only as ſhe had 
done before; and getting out: of the Bed from him, 
flew out of the Room with too much Swiftneſs for 
him to have overtaken her, if he had attempted it. 
The Moment ſhe left him, the two Attendants en- 
ter'd the Chamber, and plucking down the Imple- 
ments which had skreen'd him from the Knowledge 
of that which he ſo much deſir'd to find out, reſtor- 
ed his Eyes once more to Day: — They attended 
to aſſiſt him in dreſſing, brought him Tea, and by 
. their Obſequiouſneſs, let him Re there was but one 


Thing which the Miftreſs*of them would not Wie 
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oblige him in. — He was ſo much out of Humour, 
however, at the Diſappointment of his +16. 
that he reſolv'd never to make a ſecond Viſit, — 
Finding her in an outer Room, he made no Scru- 

* of expreſſing the Senſe he had of the little Truſt 

e repoſed in him, and at laſt plainly told her, he 
could not ſubmit to receive Obligations from a La- 
dy, who thought him uncapable of keeping a Secret, 
which ſhe — no Difhculty of letting her Servants 
into, — He reſented, — he once more entreated, — 
he ſaid all that Man could do, to prevail on her to 
unfold the Myſtery; but all his Adjurations were 
fruitleſs; and he went out of the Houſe determin'd 
never to re-enter it, till ſhe ſhould pay the Price of 
his Company with the Diſcovery of her Face and 
Circumſtances, —— She ſuffer'd him to go with 
this Reſolution, and doubted not but he would re- 
cede from it, when he refleted on the happy Mo- 
ments they had paſs'd together; but if he did not, 
ſhe comforted herſelf with the Deſign of forming 
ſome other Stratagem, with which to impoſe on him 
a fourth Time, 

SHE kept the Houſe, and her Gentlemen-Equipage 
for about a Fortnight; in which Time ſhe continu'd 
to write to him as Fantomina and the Widow 
Bloomer, and received the Viſits he ſometimes made 
to each; but his Behayiour to both was grown ſo 
cold, that ſhe began to grow as weary of receiving 
his now inſipid Careſſes as he was of offering them: 
She was beginning to think in what Manner ſhe 
ſhould drop theſe two Characters, when the fudden 
Arrival of her Mother, who had been ſome time in 
a foreign Country, oblig'd her to put an immediate 
Stop to the Courſe of her whimſical Adventures, — 
That Lady, who was ſeverely virtuous, did. not ap- 
= of many Things ſhe had been told of the Con- 

uct of her Daughter; and though it was not in the 
Power of any Perſon in the World to inform her of 
the Truth of what ſhe had been guilty of, yet ſhe 
heard enough to make her keep her afterwards in a 
: Reſtraint, 


— 


Love in a Maze. 289 


Reſtraint, little agreeable to her Humour, and the 
Liberties to which ſhe had been accuſtomed, 

Bu r this Confinement was not the greateſt Part 
of the Trouble of this now afflited Lady: She found 
the Conſequences of her amorous Follies would be, 
without almoſt a Miracle, impoſſible to be conceal- 
ed: — She was with Child; and though ſhe would 
eaſily have found Means to have skreen'd even this 
from the Knowledge of the World, had ſhe been at 
liberty to have acted with the ſame unqueſtionable 
Authority over herſelf, as ſhe did before the coming 
of her Mother, yet now all her Invention was at a 
Loſs for a Stratagem to impoſe on a Woman of 
her Penetration: — By eating little, lacing prodigi- 
ous ſtrait, and the Advantage of a great Hoop-Petti- 
coat, however, her Bigneſs was not taken notice of, 
and, perhaps, ſhe would not have been ſuſpected till 
the Time of her going into the Country, where 
her Mother deſign'd to ſend her, and from whence 
ſhe intended to make her eſcape to ſome Place where 
ſhe might be deliver'd with Secrecy, if the Time 
of it had not happen'd much ſooner than ſhe expett- 
ed. —— A Ball being at Court, the good old Lady 
was willing ſhe ſhould partake of the Diverſion of it, 
as a Farewel to the Town, —— It was there ſhe 
was ſeiz'd with thoſe Pangs, which none in her 
Condition are exempt from : She could not con- 
ceal the ſudden Rack which all at once invaded her; 
or had her Tongue been mute, her wildly rollin 
Eyes, the Diſtortion of her Features, and the Convul: 
ſions which ſhook her whole Frame, in ſpite of her, 
would have reveal'd ſhe labour'd under ſome terrible 
Shock of Nature, —— Every body was ſurpris'd, 
every body was concern'd, be few gueſſed at the 


Occaſion, — Her Mother griev'd beyond Expreſſion, 
doubted not but ſhe was ſtruck with the Hand of 
Death; and order'd her to be carried Home in a 
Chair, while herfelf follow'd in another, — A Phy. 
ſician was immediately ſent for: But he preſently 
perceiving what was her Diſtemper, call' * 
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Lady aſide, and told her, it was not a Doctor of his 
Sex, but one of her own, her Daughter ſtood in need 
of, — Never was Aſtoniſhment and Horror greater 
than that which ſeiz'd the Soul of this afflicted Pa- 
rent at theſe Words: She could not for a Time be- 
lieve the Truth of what ſhe heard; but he inſiſting 
on it, and conjuring her to ſend for a Midwife, ſhe 
was at length convinc'd of it, — All the Pity and 
_ Tenderneſs ſhe had been for ſome Moments before 
poſſeſs'd of, now vaniſh'd, and were ſucceeded by 
an adequate Shame and Indignation: — She flew to 
the Bed where her Daughter was lying, and telling 
her what ſhe had been inform'd of and which ſhe 
was now far from doubting, commanded her to re- 
veal the Name of the Perſon whoſe Inſinuations had 
drawn her to this Diſhonour It was a great 
while before ſhe could be brought to confeſs any 
thing, and much longer before ſhe could be pre- 
vailed on to name the Man whom ſhe. ſo fatally 
had lov'd; but the Rack of Nature growing more 
fierce, and the enraged old Lady proteſting no Help 
ſhould be afforded her while ſhe perſiſted in her Ob- 
ſtinacy, ſhe, with great Difficulty and Heſitation in 
her Speech, at laſt pronounc'd the Name of Beau- 
Plaiſir. She had no ſooner ſatisfy'd her weeping Mo- 
ther, than that ſorrowful Lady ſent Meſſengers, at 
the ſame Time, fora Midwife, and for that Gentle- 
man who had occaſion'd the other's being wanted — 
He happen'd by Accident to be at Home, and im- 
mediately obey'd the Summons, though prodigiouſly 
ſurpris'd what Buſineſs a Lady ſo much a Stranger 
to him could have to impart, — But how much 
greater was his Amazement, when taking him into 
er Cloſet, ſhe there acquainted him with her Daugh- 
ter's Misfortune of the Diſcovery ſhe had made, 
and how far he was concern'd in it ? All the Idea 
one can form of wild Aſtoniſhent, was mean to 
what he felt. He aſſur'd her, that the $4... 
dy her Daughter was a Perſon whom he had never, 


more than at a Diſtance, admir'd : — That he had 
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indeed ſpoke to her in publick Company, but that 
he never had a Thought which tended to her Diſ- 
honour,— His Denials, if poſſible, added to the In- 
dignation ſhe was before inflam'd with : — She 
had no longer Patience; and carrying him into the 
Chamber, where ſhe was juſt deliver'd of a fine 
Girl, cry'd out, I will not be impos'd on: The Truth 
by one of you ſhall be reveal'd. Beauplaiſir __ 
brought to the Bed-ſide, was beginning to addreſs 
himſelf to the Lady in it, to beg ſhe would clear 
the Miſtake her Mother was involv'd in; when ſhe 
covering herſelf with the Cloaths, and ready to die a 
ſecond Time with the inward Agitations of her Soul, 
| ſhriek'd out, Oh, I am undone ! — I cannot live, and 
bear this Shame !— But the old Lady believing that 
now or never was the Time to dive into the Bot- 
tom of this Myſtery, forcing her to rear her 
Head, told her, ſhe ſhould not hope to eſcape the 
Scrutiny of a Parent ſhe had diſhonour'd in ſuch 
a Manner, and pointing to Beauplaiſir, Is this the 
Gentleman ( ſazd ſhe ) to whom you owe your 
Ruin? or have you deceiv'd me by a fictitious 
Tale? Oh ! no ( reſum'd the trembling Creature ) 
he is, indeed, the innocent Cauſe of my Undoing :— 
Promiſe me your Pardon (continued ſhe) and 1 will 
relate the Means. Here ſhe ceas'd, expecting what 
ſhe would reply; which on hearing Beauplaiſir cry 
our, What mean ;you, Madam, I your Undoing, 
who never harbour'd the leaſt Deſign on you in my 
Life! ſhe did in theſe Words, Though the Injury 
yon have done your Family. (aid ſhe) is of a Na- 
ture which cannot juſtly hope Forgiveneſs, yet be 
aſſur'd, I ſhall much ſooner excuſe you when ſatisfied 
of the Truth, than while I am kept in a Suſpence, 
if poſſible, as vexatious as the Crime itſelf is to 
me, Encouraged by this, ſhe related the whole 
Truth, And tis difficult to determine, if 3 
or the Lady, were moſt ſurpris'd at what they 
heard; he, that he ſhould have been blinded ſo often 
by her Artifices; or ſhe, that ſo young a 9 
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mould have the Skill to make uſe of them. Both 
ſar for ſome Time in a profound Reſvery; till at 
length ſhe broke it firſt in theſe Words : Pardon, 
Sir (aid ſhe) the Trouble I have given you: I muſt 
confeſs it was with a m_ to oblige you to repair 
the ſuppoſed Injury you had done this unfortunate 
Girl, by marrying her, but now I know not* what to 
ſay : — The Blame is wholly hers, and I have no- 
thing to requeſt further of you, than that you will 
not diyulge the diſtracted Folly ſhe has been guilty 
of, — He anſwered her In Terms perfectly polite; 
but made no Offer of that which, perhaps, ex- 
pected, though could not, now inform'd of her Daugh- 
ter's Proceedings, demand; He aſſured her, how- 
ever, that if ſhe would commit the new-born Lady 
to his Care, he would diſcharge it faithfully. But 
neither of them would conſent to that; and he took 
his Leave, full of Cogitations, more confus'd than 
ever he had known in his whole Life. He conti- 
nued to viſit there, to enquire after her Health every 
Day ; but the old Lady perceiving there was no- 
thing likely to enſue from theſe Civilities, but, per- 
haps, a renewing of the Crime, ſhe entreated him 
to refrain; and as ſoon as her Daughter was in a 
Condition, ſent her to a Monaſtery in France, the 
Abbeſs of which had been her particular Friend. 
And thus ended an Intrigue, which, conſidering the 
Time it laſted, was as full of Variety as any, per- 
baps, that many Ages has produced, 


